128th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2017

Legislative Document No. 367

H.P. 273 House of Representatives, February 2, 2017

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Government
Oversight Committee To Develop a Long-range Strategic Plan for
Economic Improvement in the State

Reported by Representative MASTRACCIO of Sanford for the Government Oversight
Committee pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3, section 997, subsection 2.

Reference to the Committee on Labor, Commerce, Research and Economic Development
suggested and ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 218.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1.10 MRSA 8929A, sub-81, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 410, Pt. MMM, §1,
1s amended to read:

1. The Maine Economic Growth Council; establishment. The Maine Economic
Growth Council, referred to in this seetion-and-seetion-929-B chapter as "the council," is
established to develop, maintain and evaluate a leng-term long-range economic plan for
the State.

Sec. 2.10 MRSA 8929B, as amended by PL 1999, c. 272, §3, is repealed.
Sec. 3.10 MRSA 8§929C, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 420, §6, is repealed.
Sec. 4.10 MRSA 8929D is enacted to read:

8929D. Powers and duties

1. Develop and maintain a longrange strategic plan for the State's economy.
By December 31, 2018, the council shall develop a long-range strategic economic
improvement plan for a sustainable state economy in accordance with this subsection.
The plan must be sufficiently broad in scope to address relevant state, national and
international economic, financial, demographic, natural resources and infrastructure
factors. The council shall update the plan by December 31, 2020 and every 4 years
thereafter. Plan updates may include, but are not limited to, adjustments to objectives,
action items, timelines or benchmarks in response to changing economic conditions and
market trends and taking into account current progress on planned efforts. The council
shall complete a full review and revision of the plan by December 31, 2022 and every 4
years thereafter. Plan revisions may include, but are not limited to, reconsideration and
revision of the State's overall long-range economic improvement strategy and related

goals.

A. In developing and revising the plan, the council shall:

(1) Employ a continuous process with a 5-year to 10-year planning horizon;

(2) Include consideration of:

(a) The types of industries and jobs with significant growth potential in the
State;

(b) The State's evolving industrial base;
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comparative, competitive and absolute advantages;

(d) Other relevant studies and evaluations in the private and public sectors
regarding the long-term economic growth of the State;

(e) _The quantity and quality of the State's workforce;

() Discrepancies in challenges and opportunities among different regions in
the State:
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