HP0121, LD 129, item 1, 123rd Maine State Legislature
An Act To Provide for the Nonpartisan Election of County Commissioners

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Provide for the Nonpartisan Election of County Commissioners
Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine asfollows:
Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA 8331, sub-82, 1B, asenacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, isamended to read:
B. Nominationsto fill vacancies under subchapter Hi3; and
Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA 8331, sub-82, C, asenacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, isamended to read:
C. Nominations by petition under subchapter H-2; and
Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA 8331, sub-82, D isenacted to read:
D. Nominations for county commissioners.

Sec. 4. 21-A MRSA 8335, sub-81, /A, asenacted by PL 1985, c. 161, 86, isamended to read:

A. When 2 United States Senators or-2-county-commissioners are to be nominated, the primary
petition must contain the term of office sought by the candidate.

Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA 8335, sub-85, TE, asamended by PL 1991, c. 362, §1, is repealed.
Sec. 6. 21-A MRSA 8351, sub-82, asenacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is amended to read:

2. Limited to one method. A person may file as a candidate for any federal, state or county
office either by primary election or nomination petition, except as provided in subsectionsubsections 3
and 4, but not by both methods.

Sec. 7. 21-A MRSA 8351, sub-84 isenacted to read:

4. County commissioners. A candidate for the office of county commissioner must file
as a candidate by petition and may not file as a candidate by primary election. Candidates for county
commissioner may not file with a party affiliation.

Sec. 8. 30-A MRSA 863, 2nd ], asamended by PL 1995, c. 245, §3, is repealed.

Sec. 9. 30-A MRSA 864, asenacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, 8106 and as
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 82; and c. 104, Pt. C, 888 and 10, is further amended to read:

8§ 64. Military or naval service; substitutes

Whenever a county commissioner during the commissioner's term of office in time of war,
contemplated war or emergency; enlists, enrolls, is called or ordered or drafted into the military or naval
service of the United States, that commissioner is not deemed to have thereby resigned from or abandoned
the office, nor is the commissioner removable from that office during the period of military or naval
service, except that the term of officeisnot lengthened because of this section. From the time of induction
into service, the commissioner is regarded as on leave of absence without pay from the office, and the
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Governor shall appoint a competent citizen, a resident of the same county, to fill the office while the
county commissioner isin the federal service, but not for alonger period than the remaining portlon of
that commlssoner s term. y : wWho-v

i ‘ : W ~ cant: Dunng the penod of
military or naval service, the county shall pay to the substitute county commissioner asalary at the same
rate as the rate of pay of the county commissioner, and amounts so paid shaltmust be deducted from the
salary of the county commissioner. The citizen appointed to fill the temporary vacancy has the title of
"substitute county commissioner” and possesses all the rights and powers and is subject to al the duties
and obligations of the county commissioner.

SUMMARY

This bill allows for county commissioners to be elected on a honpartisan basis. A candidate for
county commissioner may not file as a candidate during the primaries.
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