









CHAPTER 282



H.P. 400 - L.D. 524



An Act To Facilitate Reimbursement of Public Utilities

Relocation Costs





	Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and



	Whereas, federal funds may be lost if this Act is not adopted as an emergency; and



	Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:



	Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §4210-A is enacted to read:



§4210-A.  Payment for cost of relocating utility facilities

underground in federally designated historic districts

on federal aid highways



	1.  Reimbursement.  The department, in the course of delivering the federal surface transportation program, 23 United States Code, Section 133 (2005) may reimburse a National Register Historic District or the community in which the National Register Historic District is located for the portion of the cost to move or relocate overhead utilities underground to the extent that such payments by the department are eligible for reimbursement under the federal surface transportation program pursuant to 23 United States Code, Section 133 (2005). To be eligible for this 

�

reimbursement, the project must be located in a National Register Historic District and on the National Highway System and may not increase the department's cost or liability in complying with the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 United States Code, Sections 470 to 470x-6 (2005) or with 49 United States Code, Section 303 (2005).  For the purposes of this section, "National Register Historic District" means a district that is individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 United States Code, Sections 470 to 470x-6 (2005).



The amount paid in any biennium under this section may not exceed federal surface transportation program funds available under 23 United States Code, Section 133 (2005) to reimburse the State in that biennium.



	2. Rules. The department may adopt rules necessary to implement this section.  The rules must be consistent with any applicable federal regulations relating to the cost of relocation and with rules adopted pursuant to section 255. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.



	Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.
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