














CHAPTER 499





S.P. 726 - L.D. 1967





An Act to Assist Municipalities of Sagadahoc County with


the Change in the County Budget Year








	Mandate preamble.  This measure requires one or more local units of government to expand or modify activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures from local revenues but does not provide funding for at least 90% of those expenditures.  Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 21, two thirds of all of the members elected to each House have determined it necessary to enact this measure.





	Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and





	Whereas, the transition to a different county budget year requires the appropriate county officers of Sagadahoc County to have the authority to borrow money before the expiration of the 90-day period; and





	Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,





Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  PL 2001, c. 143, §3 is amended to read:





�



	Sec. 3.  Transition.  The Sagadahoc County commissioners, in order to facilitate the change in fiscal year made by this Act, shall submit a budget for the period of January 1, 2002 to June 30, 2002 and for the period of July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003.  Notwithstanding the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, section 932, the county officers authorized to issue notes and securities may borrow money, for purposes of the transitional budgets authorized in this Act, by issuing bonds or notes in anticipation of taxes from the transitional budgets, the total face amount of which does not exceed 80% of the taxes anticipated from the transitional budgets and the period of borrowing of which does not exceed 5 years.





	Prior to February 15, 2002, the municipal officers of each municipality in Sagadahoc County shall notify the county clerk in writing of the manner in which the municipality intends to pay its portion of the transitional county budget for the period January 1, 2002 to June 30, 2002.  At the time of notification, the municipal officers shall indicate whether the municipality intends to pay its full share of the January 1, 2002 to June 30, 2002 transitional budget during 2002 in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, section 706 or whether it intends to pay its share of the transitional budget in equal payments over 2, 3, 4 or 5 years ending not later than the year 2006.  In accordance with the payment schedule indicated in its notification, any municipality not paying its full portion of the January 1, 2002 to June 30, 2002 transitional budget in 2002 shall make payments for the transitional budget to the county at the time the municipality makes its payment to the county for the current year.  Each municipality is responsible to the county for payment of the municipality's share of the January 1, 2002 to June 30, 2002 transitional budget and any interest incurred by the county for borrowing on behalf of the municipality in anticipation of taxes as provided in this section.





	Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.











Effective March 5, 2002.
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