














CHAPTER 27





S.P. 89 - L.D. 316





An Act to Authorize Representation by the Public Advocate


of Consumer Interests on Regional Decision-making Bodies








	Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and





	Whereas, decisions that will affect ratepayers in Maine are being made at the regional level with regard to the electric wholesale market and it is vitally important that the consumers, through the Public Advocate, have a voice in that decision-making process; and





	Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,





Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §1702, sub-§8 is enacted to read:





	8.  Represent interests of retail customers on regional bodies.  The Public Advocate, when the Public Advocate determines it necessary, may serve as a voting member of any regional body whose decisions directly affect the prices or quality of utility services in the State, as long as that service is limited to a seat that is designated for the representation of consumer interests.  Service as a voting member of a regional body in accordance with this subsection does not create or constitute a conflict of interest pursuant to section 1709.
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	Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 
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