Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §7907, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 346, §16, is amended to read:





	1.  Seizure; filing libel.  All fish or wildlife hunted, trapped, fished, bought, sold, carried, transported or found in possession of any person in violation of chapters 701 to 721, and all equipment, including firearms, possessed or used in violation of chapters 701 to 721 are contraband and subject to seizure by any officer authorized to enforce chapters 701 to 721.  Except for property exempted from libel under subsection 2, an officer making such a seizure shall file, within a reasonable time, with the court a libel against that property.  The libel must describe the property seized, the approximate value of the property seized and the date and place of that seizure, cite the provision of law that is alleged to have been violated and request a decree of forfeiture.  The libel proceedings and disposal of property are governed by section 7909.





	Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §7909, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 420, §1, is amended to read:





	5.  Return of articles or proceeds to claimant. If the court is, upon the hearing, satisfied that the fish, wildlife or equipment possessed were not possessed in violation of chapters 701 to 721 and that the claimant is entitled to the custody of any part of the articles, he the court shall give him the claimant an order in writing, directed to the officer having the articles in custody commanding him the officer to deliver to the claimant the articles or proceeds derived from the sale of the articles, to which he the claimant is so found to be entitled, within 48 hours after demand.  If the fish, wildlife or equipment possessed has been damaged or destroyed prior to its return to the claimant, then the court shall order that the claimant be reimbursed by the department for the value of the destroyed or damaged items, as identified on the libel in section 7907;








SUMMARY





	This bill requires that if fish, wildlife or equipment seized by a game warden has been damaged or destroyed and the court finds that the fish, wildlife or equipment possessed was not possessed in violation of the applicable fish and wildlife laws, then the court shall order that the claimant be reimbursed by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife for the value of the destroyed or damaged items.
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