CHAPTER 509
S.P. 770 - L.D. 2168
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the State Compensation Commission
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §2, first ¶, as amended by PL 1991, c. 4, is further amended to read:

Each member of the Senate and House of Repre​sentatives, beginning with the first Wednesday of De​cember 1990 2000 and thereafter, is entitled to $10,500 $10,815 in the first year and $7,500 $7,725 in the 2nd year of each biennium, except that if a Legislator who is a recipient of retirement benefits from the federal Social Security Administration files a written request with the Executive Director of the Legislative Council within one week after the biennium commences, the Legislator is entitled to $9,000 $9,270 in each year of the biennium.  Each member of the Senate and the House of Representa​tives must receive a cost-of-living adjustment in annual legislative salary, except that the percentage increase may not exceed 5% in any year.  Beginning December 1, 2001, the salary for each legislative session must be adjusted each December 1st by the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for the most recently concluded fiscal year.  In addition, each Legislator is entitled to be paid for travel at each legislative session once each week at the same rate per mile to and from that Legislator's place of abode as state employees receive, the mileage to be determined by the most reasonable direct route, except that Legislators may be reimbursed for tolls paid for travel on the Maine Turnpike provided as long as they have a receipt for payment of the tolls, such tolls to be reimbursed when Legislators use the Maine Turnpike in traveling to and from sessions of the Legislature or in performance of duly authorized committee assign​ments.  Each Legislator is entitled to mileage on the first day of the session, and such those amounts of salary and expenses at such times as the Legislature may determine during the session, and the balance at the end thereof of the session.

Sec. 2.  3 MRSA §2, 3rd ¶, as amended by PL 1997, c. 309, §1, is further amended to read:

Except as provided in this section, each member of the Senate and House of Representatives is entitled to a meal allowance in the amount of $32 and a housing allowance in the amount of $38 for each day in attendance at sessions of the Legislature and for each day the member occupies overnight accommo​dations away from home either immediately preceding or immediately following attendance at daily sessions of the Legislature.  The presiding officers may establish reasonable policies regarding allowances for meals and overnight accommodations for the day immediately preceding the session, which may include policies regarding whether an allowance is paid, whether the full amount or a portion of the statutory allowance is paid and whether receipts are required.  In lieu of the meal and housing allowance, each member is entitled to a daily meal allowance in the amount of $32 and actual daily mileage allowances in an amount up to but not exceeding $38 per day.  Each member of the Senate also receives an annual allowance for constituent services in the amount of $1,000 $2,000, $650 $1,300 at the start of each regular session and $350 $700 in the month following adjournment of the regular session.  Each member of the House of Representatives also receives an annual allowance for constituent services in the amount of $750 $1,500, $500 $1,005 at the start of each regular session and $250 $495 in the month following adjournment of the regular session.

Sec. 3.  Report.  The Joint Standing Commit​tee on State and Local Government is authorized to report out legislation on the recommendations of the State Compensation Commission in the Second Regular Session of the 119th Legislature.

Sec. 4.  Appropriation.  The following funds are appropriated from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.



2000‑01

LEGISLATURE

Legislature

Personal Services
$63,523

All Other
100,015

Provides funds for the costs related to the increased salary and constituent service allowance for Legislators.

LEGISLATURE

____________

TOTAL
$163,538

See title page for effective date.

