Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §§273, 274 and 275 are enacted to read:





§273.  Tobacco Prevention and Control Fund





	1.  Fund established.  The Tobacco Prevention and Control Fund, referred to in this section as the "fund," is established as an Other Special Revenue fund for purposes of funding the activities authorized by this chapter.  Any unexpended balance in the fund may not lapse but must be carried forward to be used pursuant to this section.





	2.  Fund resources.  The fund consists of the following resources:





A.  Amounts received by the State pursuant to an award or settlement from a tobacco company pursuant to the action brought by the State against cigarette manufacturers and any other funds received as a result of any legal action involving the tobacco industry and transferred pursuant to section 275; and





B.  Any other amounts made available to the fund from state, federal or private sources.





The State Controller shall transfer $3,600,000 in fiscal year 1999-00 and $3,700,000 in fiscal year 2000-01 to the fund from amounts collected by the State under Title 36, section 4365.  In fiscal year 2001-02 and subsequent years, the amount transferred must be equal to the amount transferred in the previous year adjusted for inflation by the Consumer Price Index.








§274.  Health Care Fund for Maine Citizens





	1.  Fund established.  The Health Care Fund for Maine Citizens, referred to in this section as the "fund," is established as an Other Special Revenue fund for purposes of funding the activities authorized by this chapter.  Any unexpended balance in the fund may not lapse but must be carried forward to be used pursuant to this section.





	2.  Fund resources.  The fund consists of the following resources:





A.  Amounts received by the State pursuant to an award or settlement from a tobacco company pursuant to the action brought by the State against cigarette manufacturers and any other funds received as a result of any legal action 


�



involving the tobacco industry and transferred pursuant to section 275; and





B.  Any other amounts made available to the fund from state, federal or private sources.





§275.  Tobacco suit settlement





	Any award or settlement amount received by the State from a tobacco company pursuant to an action brought by the State against cigarette manufacturers and any other funds received as a result of any action involving the tobacco industry must be divided equally between the Tobacco Prevention and Control Fund and the Health Care Fund for Maine Citizens.  The Attorney General may recover the costs of bringing the action upon allocation of funds by the Legislature.





	Sec. 2.  Allocation.  The following funds are allocated from Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the purposes of this Act.





					1999-00	2000-01





HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF





Bureau of Health





All Other		$3,600,000	$3,700,000





Provides funds for purposes of the Tobacco Prevention and Control Program.








SUMMARY





	This bill establishes the Tobacco Prevention and Control Fund and the Health Care Fund for Maine Citizens.  The bill continues the commitment of tobacco tax revenues for the prevention and control of tobacco usage prevention and control and provides that settlement funds received from legal actions by the State against tobacco companies be divided equally between the Tobacco Prevention and Control Fund and the Health Care Fund for Maine Citizens.
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