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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 2197 

H. P. 1997 I-louse d Representatives, February 4, 1976 
Reported by r.,!Ir. Cooney from Committee on State Government pursuant 

to H. P. 1781. Sent up for concurrenc'~ and 1,200 copies ordered printed. 
EDvVIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Filed under Joint Rultl 3 pursuant to E. P. 178I. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY -SIX 

AN ACT Redistributing the Powers of the Executive Council. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. I MRSA § 12, first sentence, is amended to read: 

The Governor '.7~~h f:!te ee"",i,.e.e e7tEl- ~~~ ef t1."e ~~ffi reserving such 
jurisdiction, may cede to the United States for purposes named in its Con­
stitution any territory not exceeding 10 acres, but not including any highway; 
nor any public or private burying ground, dwelling house or meetinghouse, 
without consent of the owner. 

Sec. 2. I MRSA § 13, first 11, is amended to read: 

Whenever the public exigencies require it, the Governor ""~ #re ~e 
R~4 ~~ ef .§... GWdil::il may take in the name of the State, by purchase 
and deed. or in the manner denoted, any lands or ~-ef~ rights-of­
way, for the purpose of erecting, using or maintaining any fort, fortification, 
arsenal, military connection, way, railroad, lighthouse, beacon or other aid to 
navigation, with all necessary rights, powers and privileges incident to their 
use. and mav deliver possession and cede the jurisdiction thereof to the 
United States, on such terms as are deemed expedient. 

Sec. 3. I MRSA § I4, is amended to read: 

§ 14. Survey of land to be taken; filing and recording 

vVhen the Governor a~ -Ge-1:H.,.€* ~iE~ determines that a public ex-
1gency requires the taking of any land or rights as provided for in section 
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jurisdiction of the commission and the Interstate Commerce Commission, in 
accord with the Act to regulate commerce and applicable amendments. 

Sec. 395. 35 MRSA § II9I, last sentence, is amended to read: 

Upon proper proof of any such payment, the Governor ~ Cottfleil shall 
cause Y;; thereof to be paid by the State to such municipality. 

Sec. 396. 35 MRSA § 1554, 12th sentence, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 475, 
§ 3, is amended to read: 

The commission may, with the consent of the Governor frfT4 ~~et+, hold 
, joint hearings with the Interstate Commerce Commission with respect to 

the relationship between rate structures and practices of carriers subject to 
the jurisdiction of the commission and the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
in accord with the Act to Regulate Commerce, and applicable amendments. 

.. 

Sec. 397. 36 MRSA § 54, as amended, is further amended to read: 

§ 54. Annual report to Governor 

The State Tax Assessor shall annually, before the first day of January, 
make a report to the Governor E~ .cetT~·i-J. of the proceedings of the Bureau 
of Taxation, and shall include therein summaries showing the taxes as­
sessed against corporations, and such statistics and other information con­
cerning revenue and taxation as may be deemed of public interest. 

Sec. 398. 36 MRSA § IOI, Ist sentence is amended to read: 

The State Tax Assessor may, subject to the approval of the Governor ~ 
~H, within 3 years from the assessment, if justice requires, make an 
abatement of any state. county or forestry district taxes. 

Sec. 399. 36 MRSA § 29I, 2nd 11, Ist sentence, as repealed and replaced 
by PL J969, c. 502, § 3, is amended to read: 

Municipal Valuation Appeals Board shall consist of 5 members appointed by 
the Governor wi#; ~ ee~ eo} ~ ..g~ett~ ~'Hft€-*. 

Sec. 400. 36 MRSA § 584, Ist sentence, as amended by PL I973, c. 460, 
§ rg, is further amended to read: 

There is established a Forest Lanel Valuation Advisory Council, hereinafter 
calleel the "Advisory Council", which shall consist of the State Director of 
the Bnreau of Forestry ex officiCl and 3 members, serving staggered 4-year 
terms, to be appointed by the Governor w~ ~ >t~ ~ ~ffi ~ ~ 
.cffitft€#. 

Sec. 401. 36 MRSA § 584, 4th sentence, as enacted by PL J97J, c. 616, 
§ 8, is amended to read: 

Thereafter, said appointees shall be appointed to sen'e 4-year terms and, in 
the event of death or resignation of such an appointee, the Governor shall 
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make an appointment to the Advisory Council ~ tfl.e ft~ ~ H!l'IBcnt e+ 
~ -G01:HlCil for the unexpired term. 

Sec. 402. 36 MRSA § 652, sub-§ 1, 11 I is amended to read: 

I. Any college in this State authorized to confer the degree of bachelor of 
arts or of bachelor of science and having real estate liable to taxation shall, 
on the payment of such tax and proof of the same to the satisfaction of the 
Governor fHT4 ~ei+. be reimbursed from the State Treasury to the 
amount of the tax so paid, provided the aggregate amount reimbursed to 
any college in anyone year shall not exceed $1,500 and this right of reim­
bursement shall not apply to real estate bought after April 12, 1889; 

Sec. 403. 36 MRSA § 1332 is amended to read: 

§ 1332. Abatement where double tax 

Whenever it appears to the State Tax Assessor that any parcel of property 
in the State has been doubly taxed in any year, and it appears by the records 
that a moiety of such tax has been paid, the State Tax Assessor may, sub­
ject to the approval of the Governor ~ Gearrei-]" abate the balance remain­
ing unpaid, and said tax or taxes shall be canceled upon the books of the 
State. 

Sec. 404. 37-A MRSA § IS, 2nd 11, 1St and 2nd sentences, as enacted by 
PL 1971, c. 580, § 1, is amended to read: 

The Director of the Bureau is authorized and empowered, with the consent 
of the Governor aM- ~c-i-l-, to take and acquire by eminent domain on be­
half of the State of Maine real estate or any interest therein, with or without 
improvements, for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions for a 
Veterans Memorial Cemeterv. The consent of the Governor tm4 ~6u:lei+ 
shall be given according to Title I, chapter 21. 

Sec. 405. 37-A MRSA § 41, 1St 11, 2nd and 4th sentences, as enacted by 
PL 1973, c. 600, § I, are amended to read: 

The loan authority board shall consist of 9 members, including the Director 
of Veterans Services and 8 members at large appointed by the Governor 
w+Ht -HTe ~ an4 €~ft~ 64 t~ ~-el1ftef~ for a period of 4 years provided 
that of the members first appointed, 2 shall be appointed for a term of one 
year, 2 for a term of 2 years, 2 for a term of 3 years and 2 for a term of 4 
years. 

Appointive members may be removed by the Governor ~ #t-e ft4~-e ~ 
cel'lscftt e+ tfte -GeufiCH, for cause. 

Sec. 406. 37-A MRSA § 47, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 600, § I, is amended 
to read: 

47. Additions to 

If from time to time in the op111lOn of the loan authority board the addi­
tion of moneys to the fund may be required to meet obligations, the loan 
authority board shall, in writing, request the Governor ~ Geuftct+ to provide 
moneys in such amounts as may be necessary for the purpose, The Gover-

-, 

.. 
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be appointed for one year and one for 2 years; one director shall be appointed 
by the city council of Portland; and one director shall be appointed by the 
city council of South Portland. 

Sec. 428. P&SL 1941, c. 37, § 1, 2nd 1]", 1st and 3rd sentences, as repealed 
and replaced by P&SL I967, c. 177, § I, are amended to read: 

The affairs of the school shall be controlled by a board of I2 trustees, as 
heretofore appointed, all residents of the State of Maine, who, together with 
their successors, shall be appointed by the Governor, ~ ~ ~ fH't4 
CO:13Cfi-E '"* ~ Council subject to review by the Joint Standing Committee on 
Education and to confirmation by the Legislature. 

Any vacancy on the board shall be filled by appointment by the Governor 
~ .j;fl·e ~ fH't4 COI9:3c54 '"* -HTe Council, subject to review by the Joint 
Standing Committee on Education and to confirmation by the Legislature, 
for the remainder of the unexpired term, but the majority of the board shall 
carryon business during the ~ existence of any vacancy on the board. 

Sec. 429. P&SL 1941, c. 69, § 4, (b), 2nd sentence, is amended to read: 

The ~F 4 members shall be appointed by the Governor .s.,. fH't4 .ow+Ht ~ 
a4¥tee tt'fi4 €Ofi3Cfit '"* ~ ~ffi and shall be residents of the State of 
Maine at the time of their appointment and qualification and shall also at 
such time have been qualified electors therein for a period of at least one 
year next preceding their appointment. 

Sec. 4:30. Effective date. This Act shall take effect on January 4, 1977. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill is the result of the State Government Committee's study of the 
Maine Revised Statutes "far the purpose of amending such statutes to con­
form with the proposed amendment to the Constitution abolishing the Ex­
ecutive Council" pursuant ta a study order, H. P. 1781. The bill represents 
proposed changes to the statutes for all references to the Executive Council 
and proposes the elimination or redistribution of all the pawers and duties 
of the Council. It includes a new procedure, in accordance with the consti­
tutional amendment, for the legislative confirmation of major appointments. 
The bill would take effect at the same time as the constitutional amendments, 
January 4, I977· 

The State Government Committee's report, dated February 2, I976, avail­
able from the committee's office, includes an analysis of the committee's ma­
jor recommendations and a section-by-section analysis of the statutes to be 
amended. 




