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SECOND REGULnR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED nND THIR'l'EENTII LEGISLATURE 

legislalive Documenl NO. 2538 

H.P. 1855 House of Representatives, March 16, 1988 
Reported by Representative CARROll from the Joint 

Standing Committee on State and local Government. Sent up for 
concurrence and ordered· printed. Approved by the legislative 
Council on April IS, 1986 and extended on June 17, 1987. 

Reference to the Committee on State and local Government 
sugges{~d a~d printing ordered un~er Joint Rule 19. 

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 

1 AN ACT to Recodify the Laws on 
2 Municipalities and Counties. 
3 

4 Be it enacted by the People ,of the State of Maine as 
5 follows: 

6 PART A 
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1 
2 

Sec. 1. 
repealed. 

30 HIIS/\ I'ts. 1 to 3, as amended, are 

3 Sec. 2. 30-/\ HRS/\ is enacted to read: 

4 TITLE ]O-A 

5 MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES 

6 PART 1 

7 COUNTIES 

B CHAPTER 1 

9 COUNTY OFFICERS 

10 SUBCHAPTER I 

11 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

12 Sl. Definitions 

1] As used in this Part, unless the context otherwise 
14 indicates, the following terms have the following 
15 meanings. 

16 1. County legislative delegation. "County 
17 legislative delegation" means all state legislators 
18 whose legiSlative districts, in whole or in part, lie 
19 within the boundaries of a county. 

20 2. county officers. "County officers"' means the 
21 commissioners, treasurer, sheriff, register of deeds 
22 and register of probate of a county • 

23 
24 

. J. 
vo,te. 

Voter. 

25 S2. Salaries 

"Voter" means a person registered to 
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1 
2 
] 

4 
5 
6 
7 
B 
9 

10 
11 

(]) $6 of each. fee shall be annually 
distributed to the municipality of the 
owner's residence as shown on his 
.registration certificate, except that in 
unorganized territory, $6 of each fee shall 
be annually dis tr ibu ted to the coun ty of the 
owner's residence as shown on his 
registration certificate and credited to the 
unorganized territory fund of that county 
established in Title 39, ~ee~ion 5992 
]O-A, section 7502. 

12 Sec. 24. 1] MRSA §122] is amended to read: 

1] §l22]. Investment of funds 

14 Cemetery trust funds of any cemetery corporation 
15 or association, trust company, 'church, religious or 
16 charitable society, or other trustee, shall be 
17 invested in the manner provided in Title 39, ~eet:ien 
18 595~ ]O~A, section 5652, and, unless the instrument 
19 or orde·r creating the' trusts prohibits, may be 
20 combined with other similar trust funds in the ·manner 
21 provided in Title 39, ~eet:ion ~993 ]O-A, section 
22 5654, and the annual income only shall be expended in 
2] performance of the requirements of the trust. 

24 Sec. 25. 1] MRSA §~261 is amended to read: 

25 §1261. Authority to hold 

26 Any person owning or interested in a lot or lots 
27 ·in a publtc burying ground of. a city or town may 
28 deposit with the treasurer' of such city or town a sum 
29 of money for the purpose of providing for the 
]0 preservation and care of such lot or lots, or their 
]1 appurtenances, which sum shall be entered upon the 
]2 books of the treasurer and invested and held in 
]] accordance with Title 39, ~ee~ien 595~ ]O-A, 
]4 section 5652. 

]5 Sec. 26. 13 MRSA §]165 is amended to read: 

]6 §]165. Investment of funds 

]7 As soon as may be the corporation shall invest the 
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1 proceeds of sale in the manner provided in Title 39, 
2 seetion-595l 30-A, section 5652. 

3 
4 
5 

Sec. 27. 14 MRSI\ §8102, sub-§l, as amended by 
PL 1987, c. 218, §l, and c. 386, §l, is repealed and 
the following enacted in its place: 

6 1. Employee. "Emeloyee" means a eerson acting 
7 on behalf of the governmental entity in any official 
8 caeacity, whether temeorarily- or eermanently, and 
9 whether with or without compensation from local, state 

10 or federal funds, including elected or aeeointed 
11 officials, volunteer firefighters as defined in Title 
12 30 A, section 3151, emergency medical service 
13 personnel, Maine National Guardsmen while recelvlng 
14 state active duty eay under Title 31' B, section 143, 
15 in accordance with Title 37 B, sections 181 to 183 and 
16 742, and while engaged in the Domestic Action Progra~, 
17 but the term "emeloyee" shall not mean a eerson or 
18 other legal entity acting in the caeacity of an 
19 indeeendent contractor under contract to the 
20 governmental entity. 

21 Sec. 28. 14 MRSA §8l02, sub-§3, as amended by 
22 PL 1987, c. 386, §3, is further amended to read: 

23 3. Political subdivision. "Political subdivision" 
24 means any city, town, plantation, county, 
25 administrative entity or instrumentality created 
26 pursuant to Title 39, ehapters %93 and %94-A 30-A, 
27 chaeters 115 and 119, quasi-municipal corporation and 
28 special purpose district, including, but not limited" 
29 to, any water district, sanitary district, hospital 
30 district, school district of any type, any volunteer 
31 fire association as defined in Title 39, seetion 
32 3TTl 30-A, section 3151, and any emergency medical 
33 service. 

34 Sec. 29. ' 15 MRSA §1702, as amended by PL 1987, 
35 c. 45, Pt. B, §2, is further amended to read: 

36 §1702. No eunishment until conviction; costs; 
37 concurrent or consecutive sentences 

38 No person shall may be punished for an offense 
39 until convicted thereof in a court having jurisdiction 
40 of the person and case. In all cases where a fine is 
41 imposed he may be sentenced to pay the "costs of 
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1 course of his employment, that sufficient notice of 
2 the injury or disease has been given, and that the 
3 injury or disease was not occasioned by the willful 
4 intention of the employee to injure himself or 
5 another. 

6 Sec. 103. 39 MRSA S64-C, first \I, as amended by 
7 P.L 1975, c. 480, SlO, is further amended to read: 

8 If any person had been an active member of a 
9 municipal fire department or of a vol~nteer fire 

10 fighters' association, as defined in Title 39, 
11 section 3i':H: 30-A, section 3151, for at least 2 years 
12 prior to a cardiovascular injury or the onset of a 
13 cardiovascular disease or pulmonary disease and 
14 provIded that the person had developed the disease or 
15 had suffered the injury which resulted in death within 
16 6 months of having participated in fire fighting or 
17 training or drill which actually involves fire 
18 fight ing, there shall be a rebu t table presumption tha t 
19 the person received the i'njury or disease arising out 
20 of and in the course of his employment, that 
21 sufficient notice of the injury or disease was given, 
22 and that the injury or disease was not occasioned by 
23 the willful intention of the employee to injure 
24 himself or another. 

25 
26 
27 

S,ec. 104. Transition clause. The 
provlslons apply to the transition from 
Revised Statutes, Title 30 to Title 30-A. 

following 
the 'Maine 

28' 1. Personnel. This Act does not affect the term 
29 or appointment of any officer, official, employee' or 
30 other personnel of any county, municipality, 
31 plantation, village, quasi-municipal corporation or 
32 any' state agency, department or board governed by the 
33 Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A. 

34 2. Agreements, leases, contracts, authorizations 
35 or bonds. All agreements, leases, contracts, 
36 authorizations, notes or bonds issued under the Maine 
37 Revised Statutes, T'itle 30, before the effecti~e date 
38 of this Act shall continue to be valid under the terms 
;39 of issuance until they expire or are rescinded, 
40 amended or revoked. 
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I 3. Ordinances, rules and regulations. All 
2 ordinances, rules and regulations enacted or adopted 
3 by any county, municipality, plantation, village, 
4 quasi-municipal corporation or any state agency~ 
5 department or board under the authority of the Maine 
6 Revised Statutes, Title 30, shall continue in force 
7 until they are repealed, rescinded, amended or 
B revoked. 

9 
10 
11 
12 
.13 
14 

4. 
construed 
revenues. 
this Act 
shall be 
which are 

Dedicated revenues. This 
to change the status 

All dedicated revenues 
shall not lapse because 
transferred to the funds 
created by this Act. 

Act shall not, be 
of any dedicated 
existing prior to 
of this Act, but~ 

of the same name 

15 Sec. 105. Legislative intent. It is the intent 
16 of the Legislature that this Act shall be considered a 
17 revision of the laws governing local government in the 
18 State. . 

19 STATEMENT OF FACT 

20 This bill is a result of a legislative study 
21 conducted by the Joint Standing Committee on State and 
22 Local Government to revise the local government laws. 
23 It repeals all of the laws contained in the Maine 
24 Revised Statutes, Title 30, that regulate the conduct 
25 of local government and reenacts them in revised form 
26 as the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3D-A. The sole 
27 exception to this reV1SJ,on is the Indian Claims Act 
2B which r.emains unchanged in Title 30. The bill also 
29 amends several laws outside of the Maine Revised 
30 Statutes, Title 30, to correct cross references to 

,31 laws within the new Title 3D-A. 

32 No attempt was made to change the substance of the 
33 laws in this revision and no such change is intended 
34 by this bill. This bill is intended solely to. clarify 
35 existing law and to make it easier to use an'd 
36 understand the laws governing local government in the 
37 State. The bill rewrites archaic or confusing language 
3B in plain English wherever possible, reorganizes the 
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1 laws into a more logical organization and corrects 
2 ambiguities or conflicts within the laws. 

3 2031022988 
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