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LEGISLATIVE RECORD - HOUSE, June 21, 2001 

all of those approvals. The committee members are in support 
and I ask for your support too. Thank you. 

Under suspension of the rules, the Resolve was given its 
FIRST READING WITHOUT REFERENCE to a committee. 

Under further suspension of the rules, the Resolve was given 
its SECOND READING WITHOUT REFERENCE to the 
Committee on Bills in the Second Reading. 

Under further suspension of the rules, the Resolve was 
PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED and sent for concurrence. 

By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon 
were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH. 

BILLS RECALLED FROM GOVERNOR 
(Pursuant to Joint Order - House Paper 1394) 

Bill "An Act to Increase Access to Health Care" 
(H.P. 979) (L.D. 1303) 

(H. "C" H-748 to C. "A" H-639) 
- In House, PASSED TO BE ENACTED on June 20, 2001. 
- In Senate, PASSED TO BE ENACTED on June 21, 2001. 

On motion of Representative KANE of Saco, the House 
RECONSIDERED its action whereby the Bill was PASSED TO 
BE ENGROSSED. 

On further motion of the same Representative, the House 
RECONSIDERED its action whereby Committee Amendment 
"A" (H-639) as Amended by House Amendment "C" (H-748) 
thereto was ADOPTED. 

On further motion of the same Representative, Committee 
Amendment "A" (H-639) as Amended by House Amendment 
"C" (H-748) thereto was INDEFINITELY POSTPONED. 

The same Representative presented House Amendment 
"A" (H-757), which was READ by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Saco, Representative Kane. 

Representative KANE: Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the 
House. As a result of a good deal of discussion and negotiations 
with the Chief Executive, this LD 1303, has been scaled back 
considerably. It is the product of a compromise that we believe 
enables us to proceed ahead with some very essential services 
and at the same time to respect the constraints that the 
Executive at this point chooses to impose. 

I would like to very briefly summarize them. The proposal 
continues to provide for funding for expansion of health care 
services to approximately 18,000 childless adults, the so-called 
non-categorical at 100 percent of the federal poverty level, rather 
than the original 125 percent of the poverty level. It does provide 
language for allowing it to go up to 125 percent if, and when, 
sufficient resources are available. It provides for a 12-month 
continuous enrollment of children in our current Cub Care 
Program. It provides for significantly reduced, but some funding 
for our federally qualified health centers. These are the 
programs, as you know, that provide very substantial outreach 
services in our rural areas and are the backbone of primary care 
for the rural areas of Maine. It requires the department to modify 
the pending waiver to maximize access to pharmaceuticals, 
including cancer drugs for elderly and disabled. As you may 
recall, one of the major objectives of the original bill, LD 1303, 
was to expand access to cancer drugs for some of these folks. It 
changes the name of the Medicaid Program to Maine Care. It 
modifies the Medicaid asset test to make it more reflective of the 
needs of low-income working people, particularly those in rural 
areas. It allows people to keep working, to make sure that they 
have a second clunker to be able to get to work while they are 

supporting themselves. What it does not do is it does not 
provide for increased access through the Cub Care Program to 
children, which had been hoped to expand to 250 percent of the 
federal poverty level. It does not provide for the self-employed 
waiver. It does rely for funding exclusively on a 6-cent increase 
in the cigarette tax. There is no prOVision for reliance on the 
carry back tax as was substantially discussed in this body. 

Are we disappointed? Somewhat, yes. Are we 
disheartened? No. We do believe that a great deal of our 
progress in health care has been incremental. We think this is 
another incremental, but important, step along that path to 
making access to health care more affordable to the people of 
Maine. Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

Representative KASPRZAK of Newport REQUESTED a roll 
calion the motion to ADOPT House Amendment "A" (H-757). 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Lewiston, Representative Mendros. 

Representative MENDROS: Mr. Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose his question. 
Representative MENDROS: Mr. Speaker, Men and Women 

of the House. To anyone who can answer, the Representative 
from Saco, Representative Kane, said that this relies on a 6-cent 
increase in the cigarette tax. Maybe I am reading it wrong, but in 
the summary it says an increase of 3 cents. Is that three more 
from the original bill? Is that how it gets to six? Can someone 
answer that. 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Lewiston, 
Representative Mendros has posed a question through the Chair 
to anyone who may care to respond. The Chair recognizes the 
Representative from Raymond, Representative Bruno. 

Representative BRUNO: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. If you read the summary of the bill it 
says, three mils, not three cents. There is a difference between 
mils and cents. Mils, if you know your Latin, means thousands. 
You have to convert it and it becomes 6 cents, double the mil 
rate to get to the 6 cents. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Adoption of House Amendment "A" 
(H-757). All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote 
no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 459 
YEA - Ash, Baker, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, 

Brooks, Bull, Canavan, Chase, Chick, Clark, Collins, Colwell, 
Cowger, Cressey, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, 
Dunlap, Duplessie, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gerzofsky, Green, Hall, 
Hatch, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, LaVerdiere, 
Ledwin, Lessard, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, 
Mayo, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, 
McNeil, Michaud, Mitchell, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien JA, 
O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Quint, 
Richardson, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Stanley, 
Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tracy, Usher, Volenik, 
Mr. Speaker. 

NAY - Annis, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Carr, Chizmar, 
Clough, Davis, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, 
Kasprzak, MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, Mendros, Michael, 
Murphy T, Nass, Nutting, Perkins, Rosen, Schneider, Shields, 
Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin D, Tobin J, Trahan, Treadwell, 
Tuttle, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winsor. 

ABSENT· -Andrews, Bagley, Belanger, Berry RL, Bryant, 
Buck, Bumps, Bunker, Cote, Crabtree, Daigle, Duncan, Estes, 
Gagne, Goodwin, Gooley, Haskell, Hawes, Labrecque, Landry, 
Laverriere-Boucher, Lemoine, Lovett, Morrison, Murphy E, 
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Muse C, Muse K, Peavey, Pinkham, Richard, Sherman, Smith, 
Twomey, Watson, Weston, Wheeler GJ, Young. 

Yes, 77; No, 37; Absent, 37; Excused, O. 
77 having voted in the affirmative and 37 voted in the 

negative, with 37 being absent, and accordingly House 
Amendment "A" (H-757) was ADOPTED. 

Representative SCHNEIDER of Durham REQUESTED a roll 
calion PASSAGE TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended. 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Passage to be Engrossed as 
Amended. All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will 
vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 460 
YEA - Ash, Baker, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, 

Brannigan, Brooks, Bull, Bumps, Canavan, Chase, Chick, 
Chizmar, Clark, Collins, Colwell, Cowger, Cressey, Cummings, 
Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Etnier, 
Fisher, Fuller, Gerzofsky, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hutton, Jacobs, 
Jones, Kane, Koffman, LaVerdiere, Ledwin, Lessard, Lundeen, 
Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, Mayo, McDonough, 
McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, McNeil, Michaud, 
Mitchell, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien JA, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, 
Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Quint, Richardson, Rines, 
Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, 
Tessier, Thomas, Tracy, Tuttle, Usher, Volenik, Weston, Mr. 
Speaker. 

NAY - Annis, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Carr, Clough, Davis, 
Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, 
MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, Mendros, Michael, Murphy T, 
Nass, Nutting, Perkins, Rosen, Schneider, Shields, Snowe-Mello, 
Stedman, Tobin D, Tobin J, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, 
Wheeler EM, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Andrews, Bagley, Belanger, Bryant, Buck, Bunker, 
Cote, Crabtree, Daigle, Duncan, Estes, Gagne, Goodwin, 
Gooley, Haskell, Hawes, Labrecque, Landry, Laverriere-Boucher, 
Lemoine, Lovett, Morrison, Murphy E, Muse C, Muse K, Peavey, 
Pinkham, Richard, Sherman, Smith, Twomey, Watson, 
Wheeler GJ, Young. 

Yes, 82; No, 35; Absent, 34; Excused, O. 
82 having voted in the affirmative and 35 voted in the 

negative, with 34 being absent, and accordingly the Bill was 
PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by House 
Amendment "A" (H-757) in NON-CONCURRENCE and sent for 
concurrence. 

By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon 
were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Rockland, Representative McNeil who wishes to address 
the House on the record. 

Representative MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, as we get ready to 
leave tonight, I think a lot of us are really anxious to go, but 
mixed in that at least for me and several people that I know, 
there is a little bit of reflection on this session of all the new 
friends we have made and all the good times and the bad times 
that we have had. Also, the reflection of our Speaker for this 
session. On behalf of my caucus, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you Mr. Speaker for the excellent job that 
you have done. You have conducted yourself with integrity 
dignity and a wonderful sense of humor. We have appreciated 

the respect that you have shown to each of us. You have been 
spoken of very highly by Representative Bruno and 
Representative Schneider in our caucus meetings. As we all 
look forward to a great rest, we would like to congratulate you on 
a job well done. 

The SPEAKER: On the record. The chair wishes to rebut. It 
has taken some 11, 12 or maybe 13 gavels since December 6. 
We have come to a late night many weeks after, frankly, I had 
hoped that we would all be home with our families. I asked Jane 
in my office, I am going to have a chance to thank Jane and the 
rest of the offices in a few moments. I asked her to print out 
what I had said to all of you on December 6, which is the start of 
our session. I was reading through it and I thought about what 
brought us here today a little bit. It was about our families from 
home and where our values were instilled in each one of us. I 
also spoke of hope about how we might proceed working 
together. I have to say in this body that I have been rewarded 
beyond my wildest expectations with the incredible work and the 
incredible integrity and the incredible goodwill brought between 
people of diverse ideology, diverse backgrounds, diverse 
education and diverse beliefs. I have to say it has been my 
incredible honor to serve with your leaders on both sides of this 
aisle. They are men of extraordinary caliber. I spoke a little bit 
about hoping that this would be the case seven months, 15 days 
ago and 11 gavels, but I had no idea what tremendous 
individuals they would be. 

They have worked so hard for you to bring common ground 
together, to make things happen, to respect your individual 
wishes. It has been an awesome thing to watch. They are very 
much leaders. They are people who listen hard to each and 
every one of you, who stand up for what they believe, who seek 
common ground and common sense and even when we have 
disagreed in these last few days and these last few weeks, I 
have been reminded by how incredible they are. First, I want to 
thank them. I want to thank my friend Joe, my friend Bill, my 
friend Pat and my friend Bill. I ask the members of this chamber 
to thank them as well. 

I just want to reflect for one more moment before we go too 
far on this session and say that a few months ago I said, "Today 
I accept your confidence in me and I am deeply honored. I do so 
only with the understanding that I am not alone. Only together 
can we uphold the traditions of this institution." I would have to 
say that each individual in this chamber has granted to me an 
enormous opportunity. I think without a doubt that this is the 
highlight of my professional career. I think it may always be. I 
think it will always be the best job that I will ever have in my life. 
You have made it so. We have had some unusual 
circumstances from time to time in this body this year. We tried 
to have humility, civility and have a sense of humor. 

He is not here with us right now, but one of the guiding forces 
for me this session and I hope you will pause this summer to say 
thank you to him, Joe Mayo. Joe Mayo has been a mentor to me 
and so much more. He has really helped us understand how to 
move forward. He has kept a guiding presence for both the 
Clerk of the House and myself at all times when we were a little 
bit lost and when we were unsure of the precise procedure. We 
kind of knew where we were going, but we weren't quite sure 
h?w to get there. He has embodied this institution in a way that I 
will never forget. I ask that as you come back for your committee 
meetings or study commissions this summer that you thank him 
for ma,kirJg this a civil and wonderful session. 
~ e set out a few goals for ourselves at the beginning of this 

session. We talked about access to education and access to 
health care, domestic and sexual violence, we talked a little bit 
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