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On further motion of the same Representative, the House 
RECONSIDERED its action whereby the Bill was PASSED TO 
BE ENACTED. 

On further motion of the same Representative, the rules were 
SUSPENDED for the purpose of FURTHER 
RECONSIDERATION. 

On further motion of the same Representative, the House 
RECONSIDERED its action whereby the Bill was PASSED TO 
BE ENGROSSED. 

The same Representative presented House Amendment 
"A" (H-574) which was READ by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Brewer, Representative Fisher. 

Representative FISHER: Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of 
the House. This is a simple housekeeping amendment, 
something that snuck by us before. We were unaware of it being 
left out of the package. It is a simple language changes to 
include Capital Security vehicles as emergency vehicles and 
also changing the title of fire inspector. Thank you. 

House Amendment "A" (H-574) was ADOPTED. 
The Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-355) and House Amendment 
"A" (H-574) in NON-CONCURRENCE and sent for concurrence. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
The following matters, in the consideration of which the 

House was engaged at the time of adjournment yesterday, had 
preference in the Orders of the Day and continued with such 
preference until disposed of as provided by House Rule 502. 

HOUSE DIVIDED REPORT - Majority (9) Ought to Pass as 
Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-549) - Minority 
(4) Ought Not to Pass - Committee on BUSINESS AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT on Resolve, to Establish the 
Commission to Study Ways to Eliminate Cigarette Litter in Maine 
(EMERGENCY) 

(H.P. 1314) (L.D. 1778) 
TABLED - May 22, 2001 (Till Later Today) by Representative 
RICHARDSON of Brunswick. 
PENDING - Motion of same Representative to ACCEPT the 
Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Millinocket, Representative Clark. 

Representative CLARK: Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question 
through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose his question. 
Representative CLARK: Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of 

the House. For anyone that may answer. Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House. Do we need a study committee to 
tell the citizens to pick up the trash that we left behind to have 
special organizations go out and clean up the roadways? Do we 
really need a study committee to do that? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Millinocket, 
Representative Clark has posed a question through the Chair to 
anyone who may care to respond. The Chair recognizes the 
Representative from Brunswick, Representative Richardson. 

Representative RICHARDSON: Mr. Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. The answer to the good Representative 
from Millinocket is yes, yes and yes. The fact is with this study 
report, this is not, and I am not sure I can say this word without 
essentially being admonished on the House floor, but this is not 
the cigarette butt redemption bill. I hope no one gets up to 
correct me here. In any event, what happened was, and I think 
you understood just what strong support there was against 

cigarette redemption. In fact, I gave one of my best speeches on 
the House floor to defeat that bill. I actually said nothing and so, 
as a result I chalked that up as one of my better speeches on 
this floor. 

The fact, however, is this, after we got through the chuckles 
and after we laughed about this a little bit, we found out that, in 
fact, the number one littering problem in the State of Maine is 
cigarette butts. They are not biodegradable, it is a bit of an 
environmental issue, it is a bit of a littering issue. So what we did 
was put our collective heads together in the committee and came 
up with a study. Just so you know, in looking at the study and if 
you have done so, then I apologize for repeating myself, but we 
have the Maine Innkeepers who are one of the leading 
proponents spearheading this effort to find a way to reduce down 
cigarette littering in the State of Maine. 

We spend millions and millions of dollars in order to clean up 
our beaches, our roads, our parks and so forth. This has a fiscal 
note and I am sure I am going to hear from members of the other 
side of the isle who have already told me so that it has a fiscal 
note, which they cannot accept. It is $4,700. I think that is a 
very small price to pay, in my opinion, to bring in the Maine 
Innkeepers, those who represent the convenience stores, the 
Maine Grocers, the environmental people, the State Planning 
Office and Phillip Morris and RJ Reynolds, who are actually 
getting them to come to the table and talk about ways in which 
we can reduce down cigarette littering and I think that is a good 
thing. 

There are some pilot projects around the country. There are 
some things which other states are doing that we can look at 
while we study this problem and when you set aside for a 
moment the laughter about the good Representative's bill, which 
he sponsored and introduced and we all know he got his 15 
minutes of fame, okay. In fact, he came up with a very good 
point and that is that cigarette littering is a· real problem in the 
State of Maine. Just think about from the time in, which this 
came on the radar screen until now, how many times have you 
have seen cigarette butts being littered about? 

You are also, I am sure, going to hear and I am going to 
anticipate some of the arguments that you'll hear about this is 
that we have law enforcement and we have laws on the books 
and all they need to be is enforced. Well, we don't have enough 
law enforcement officers to go around and trail everyone who 
smokes and fails to dispose of their cigarette butts in an orderly 
fashion. What we need to do is educate. We need to inform 
people about what is the proper way to get rid of cigarette butts. 
This study will enable us to do so. It will enable us to put some 
of our collective heads together and figure out the best way. So 
please join me and the Majority Ought to Pass Report. Thank 
you very much. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Kennebunk, Representative Murphy. 

Representative MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of 
the House. I am really pleased that the good Chairman of the 
committee has been able to layout the precedent of using the 
word butts on the floor, because I have been talking with 
members of this House all day trying to find another word and I 
can't and probably others would hope that we would have been 
denied that word because it probably would have ended the 
debate. 

It was very clear on returnable Cigarette butts in dealing with 
that litter issue on how the House voted, it was either 28 or 28 
votes I think the bill received. This bill is son of returnable butts. 
It still lives. The good chairman had talked about the humor and 
the giggles and so forth. My opposition to this goes much 
deeper because on the day that we dealt with this bill, and we 
really don't have the press come by our committee room that 
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often, but they kept coming by that afternoon. It was an 
afternoon that we were dealing with problems in the rural areas 
of Maine. I think Representative Carr and others had bills in 
dealing with economic development and we were talking about 
population loss, job loss, underpaid, talking about a need for a 
strategy to begin to address that. The press came in four time 
that day listened, found it wasn't interesting or newsworthy, ran 
to our clerk and kept asking when it will be work session be on 
the butt bill. They came back four times, cocked an ear four 
times, heard about problems in this state, found it wasn't 
important, but wanted to come back and find out what was going 
to happen with the butt bill. 

I know that there are members of this body who where 
looking at, were just starting the budget process, but they were 
looking at layoffs of teachers in the classroom. They are looking 
at repercussions throughout the state in terms of the economy 
and we are starting to get glimpses of that budget and as we 
start to set our priorities, is this what would really be a top priority 
on the part of the Legislature? There was a lot of publicity on 
this. I have got to give the good Representative Brooks credit for 
that, but if this was a cow, and we are talking about publicity, that 
cow has been milked dry I think. 

I would ask the members of the House to light up your red 
light tonight, extinguish this bill and dispose of it properly. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Scarborough, Representative Clough. 

Representative CLOUGH: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I am not going to take a lot of your 
time, but I would like to tell why I oppose this resolve. 

First, we have limited resources and lots more important 
things to spend our time on right now and on a scale of one to 
ten, with one being our top priority, I don't believe this issue 
would even make a ten. 

Second, this little problem, and I suspect we can all agree 
that the cigarette litter is a problem, can best be handled in 
different ways, by different business and community sectors. 

Many businesses can make and enforce rules that work for 
them, but not for others. Other businesses may not want to 
attempt to make rules, but rather clean up themselves, rather 
than risk offending their good customers. 

Certainly there is an opportunity in government institutions to 
regulate smoking areas and how butts are to be disposed of. 

I promise not to take a lot of time and I haven't. I will finish by 
asking you to vote against the pending motion so that we may 
move on to more important matters. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Hampden, Representative Duprey. 

Representative DUPREY: Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of 
the House. I am not going to mention that four-letter word on the 
House floor for respect of the body. I just want a roll call Mr. 
Speaker. May I ask for yeas and nays? 

Representative DUPREY of Hampden REQUESTED a roll 
call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as 
Amended Report. 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is acceptance of the Majority Ought to 
Pass as Amended Report. All those in favor will vote yes, those 
opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 245 
YEA - Baker, Bliss, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Colwell, 

Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dunlap, Estes, 
Etnier, Fisher, Gerzofsky, Hall, Hatch, Hutton, Jones, Koffman, 
LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Lemoine, Lessard, Mailhot, 
Marley, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, 

McLaughlin, Michaud, Mitchell, Norbert, Norton, O'Neil, Paradis, 
Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, 
Savage, Skoglund, Smith, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Thomas, 
Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Mr. Speaker. 

NAY - Andrews, Annis, Belanger, Berry DP, Blanchette, 
Bouffard, Bowles, Bruno, Buck, Bumps, Canavan, Carr, Chase, 
Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, 
Daigle, Davis, Dudley, Duncan, Duplessie, Duprey, Foster, 
Fuller, Glynn, Gooley, Green, Haskell, Hawes, Heidrich, Honey, 
Jacobs, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Labrecque, Ledwin, Lovett, 
MacDougall, Madore, Mayo, McKenney, McNeil, Mendros, 
Michael, Murphy E, Murphy T, Muse K, Nass, Nutting, 
O'Brien JA, O'Brien LL, Peavey, Perkins, Pinkham, Rosen, 
Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Simpson, Snowe-Mello, Stanley, 
Tessier, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Treadwell, Tuttle, 
Twomey, Usher, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Winsor, 
Young. 

ABSENT - Ash, Bagley, Berry RL, Brannigan, Dugay, Gagne, 
Goodwin, Kane, Landry, Lundeen, Marrache, Morrison, Muse C, 
Povich, Stedman. 

Yes, 57; No, 79; Absent, 15; Excused, O. 
57 having voted in the affirmative and 79 voted in the 

negative, with 15 being absent, and accordingly the Majority 
Ought to Pass as Amended Report was NOT ACCEPTED. 

Subsequently, the Minority Ought Not to Pass Report was 
ACCEPTED and sent for concurrence. 

SENATE REPORT - Ought to Pass as Amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" (S-144) - Committee on 
TRANSPORTATION on Bill "An Act Regarding Uninsured 
Drivers" 

(S.P. 425) (L.D. 1380) 
TABLED - May 22, 2001 (Till Later Today) by Representative 
QUINT of Portland. 
PENDING - Motion of same Representative to RECONSIDER 
whereby the Bill and accompanying papers were INDEFINITELY 
POSTPONED. 

Representative WHEELER of Eliot REQUESTED a roll call 
on the motion to RECONSIDER whereby the Bill and 
accompanying papers were INDEFINITELY POSTPONED. 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bridgewater, Representative Wheeler. 

Representative WHEELER: Mr. Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. I do not want to prolong the debate on this bill, but 
to me this is a very important bill to our constituents and I would 
like to say a few words and if you will be patient with me, it won't 
take me very long I guarantee it. 

You might ask why would we want to pass this bill? Well 6.9 
percent of the accidents involved uninsured motorists. We'll all 
pay and we all suffer because of it. Right now we have the ability 
in the Secretary of State's Office to take care of this. They can 
handle this situation without too much of a problem. Also, let's 
not be fooled, the insurance companies can do it to. They do it 
every day. They notify people that insurance has run out. They 
notify people of all kinds of other things and this is just one more 
thing that they could do to take care of real serious problem, in 
my opinion. 

Let's talk about those who forget to pay their insurance bill. 
Once. they get a notice, I bet the next time they'll pay their 
insurance bins on time and they won't have that problem again. 
Those who buy insurance and the minute they walk out the door 
after they have got their card, they call back and cancel it. If the 
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