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pride just as the east and west shores were joined by that 1797 
Kennebec Bridge; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred 
and Eighteenth Legislature, now assembled in this First Special 
Session, take this opportunity to honor the city and good citizens 
of Augusta on the very special occasion of the bicentennial 
celebration of the City of Augusta and extend our congratulations 
and best wishes; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That suitable copies of this resolution, duly 
authenticated by the Secretary of State, be transmitted to the City 
of Augusta on behalf of the people of the State of Maine. 

Comes from the House READ and ADOPTED. 

Which wa~ READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Kennebec, Senator Daggett. 

Senator DAGGETT: Thank you Mr. President and members 
of the Senate. It's with great pleasure and pride that I speak to 
you today as the Senator from the city of Augusta and a resident 
of the great city of Augusta. While I was down listening to 
members of the other body speak, regarding our city's birthday 
and our bicentennial, and they spoke about how they were 
thinking of great words and things to say on this special occasion 
in this special year for us, I recalled about my own thoughts and 
trying to think of special comments and special things to say. 
And I thought about when I first was elected to the Legislature 
and had an opportunity to hear the Legislators here speak with 
such pride of their communities. It was wonderful to hear that, 
and it also made me think of what pride I have of being a resident 
of the city of Augusta. Frequently, when Legislators travel 
somewhere else, somewhere in the state, people will ask where 
you are from, what town do you represent, and I say "Augusta," 
and they'll say, "No, no, I mean where are you from," and I say, "I 
do represent Augusta" and sometimes Augusta is not seen for 
the community that it is. It's seen as the state capital and this 
building and the seat of state government. But indeed, Augusta 
is a community and it is a wonderful community and it with great 
pride that I speak to you today. 

I also thought about the things that Augusta has done and 
seen and many of us have seen and I also thought about what 
has happened in the Legislature and what the Legislature has 
done and seen. When the city of Augusta was established, it 
wasn't called Augusta, but there was no legislature here. But 100 
years ago there was a legislature and I would just like to tell you 
a few of the issues that were before the legislature and that were 
enacted 100 years ago, just to give you an idea of how far we've 
come in 100 years. 

There was legislation enacted "to compel a husband or father 
to support his wife or minor children if he was living apart from his 
family." For Senator Hall, I'd like to say that there was a bounty 
established on wildcats. In fact, Commissioners were granted 
permission to take game, moose, caribou, deer and birds. There 
was also a bounty on seals, Senator Hall, and amazingly enough, 
we were regulating the size of lobster that could be taken. We 
also were regulating political caucuses. We were regulating how 
the voters list should be given to those political committees, 
legislation that we worked on again this year in my Committee. 
And last but not least, one of the other items had to do with the 
manufacture and sale of Cigarettes to minors. It was prohibited. 

So on this 100th occasion of these laws and our 200th 
birthday, I hope that you will all join the city of Augusta in having 
a piece of our bicentennial cake, which is in the rotunda, and we 
wish Augusta the very best for the next 100 years. 

Off Record Remarks 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

The Chair laid before the Senate the following Tabled and 
Later Today Assigned matter: 

HOUSE REPORTS - from the Committee on HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES on Bill "An Act Regarding Health and the 
Prevention of Smoking" H.P. 1338 L.D. 1887 

Majority - Ought to Pass (H.P. 1338) (L.D. 1887), pursuant to 
Joint Order (H.P. 1322) (8 members) 

Minority - Ought to Pass on Bill "an Act to Decrease 
Smoking Among Maine Youth, Young Adults and Adults" (H.P. 
1339) (L.D. 1888), pursuant to Joint Order (H.P. 1322) (5 
members) 

Tabled - May 29,1997, by Senator PARADIS of Aroostook. 

Pending - motion by same Senator to ACCEPT the Majority 
OUGHT TO PASS (H.P. 1338) (L.D. 1887) Report, in 
concurrence 

(In House, May 28, 1997, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS 
(H.P. 1338) (L.D. 1887) Report READ and ACCEPTED and the 
Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY HOUSE 
AMENDMENT "c" (H-723).) 

(In Senate, May 29,1997, Reports READ.) 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Aroostook, Senator Paradis. 

Senator PARADIS: Thank you Mr. President, men and 
women of the Senate. I think it's absolutely appropriate and 
fitting to be doing this bill at this present moment. I have been 
absolutely impressed and moved by this celebration and I note 
with pride the ancestry that has founded this beautiful area. 
Indeed, as I travel the state like I must on a regular basis, I'm 
always taken aback by the order that is here, the cleanliness, our 
people being well taken care of and healthy. I am a strong 
proponent for this piece of legislation because we will be 
continuing something that was started in this body long before we 
even came around, to ensure the public health and the public 
good. We often see on people's brochures how we brag about 
things that we were instrumental in passing into law and when I 
look at some of those items, they don't seem to me like they were 
very important now in the 1997 light. But then when you think 
back, I'm sure, for those individuals, when they passed those 
laws it was an act of courage, an act of doing what was right in 
the face of a lot of adversity. This is the right thing to be doing. 
We invest a lot in our children and over the years we have been 
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incredibly pro-active in passing legislation that is serving our 
children very, very well. What's the sense of investing so much 
in the children's education and investing in the infrastructure that 
we support this state if we don't look at this problem, that we lead 
with this problem in the whole country. It's really an 
embarrassment when there's a little something we can do here 
that will make things change. When we look back on this day, in 
a few years, we will know that the legislation made a big 
difference in the lives of the men and women of this state. Thank 
you very much. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Penobscot, Senator Mitchell. 

Senator MITCHELL: Thank you Mr. President. Good 
morning, women and men of the Senate. I agree with all of the 
great things that our Senator Paradis from Aroostook has said, 
but right now I'd like to talk about the bill and I'd like to encourage 
you to vote against the current motion and vote for the Minority 
report so that we can get on with addressing what is the problem 
we're trying to talk about this morning, and I would like to share 
with you what was discussed in our work session on our problem. 
First of all, we identified the fact that we needed to have a tax on 
cigarettes and we were caught up in, well, all right, we need 
medical programs, for health for children. We need a program 
for our older citizens for prescription drugs for the elderly under 
Medicaid. Now I ask the question what are we here for? Let's 
not lose sight of our main problem, what we're all concerned 
about is reducing youth smoking. That is our primary focus. We 
need to look at how are we going to reduce smoking of our youth 
in the State of Maine? Let's identify the problem which we have, 
and let's identify what the solution should be and how we're going 
to get there, and how we're going to make this happen. So what 
we need to do is have a good educational program to address 
that. We need to have a media campaign. We need to have 
effective media, which we saw much of and good examples in 
our hearing from people that brought in what they thought would 
be effective for a campaign on education. We looked at other 
items that would be a good education program. We talked about 
what we needed for medical situations to address the needs of 
patches, medical needs for reduction of youth in smoking. We 
also addressed more enforcement of existing laws. Many 
complaints have been given about the fact that our police are not 
monitoring, to the extent they should, our schools. We needed to 
have more people on board to have effective involvement of the 
community in reducing the youth smoking. So then we talked 
about, well, how are we going to make that happen? But this 
was overshadowed by two other programs that had nothing to do 
with youth smoking. They're very critical, but I would say to you, 
folks, if you look at this bill, do we need to add 28 people and the 
6 people in the DHS to address what this bill is asking for? And if 
it's effective for educating and we do reduce smoking and the 
sales go down, what's going to pay for it? Where are we going to 
derive the money to pay for these programs? These programs 
should be addressed separately in the department. Bills should 
be put through to effectively address the fact that we need to 
provide medical care for children. Yes, we do need to provide 
prescription drugs for the elderly, but that's not part of the 
problem we should be dealing with today, which is the reduction 
of youth smoking. Don't clutter this bill up and make it look like a 
Christmas tree. Santa's bag is empty. Where are we going to 
get the money, when the sales go down, to pay for this? Instead, 
let's put into effect an effective educational program to actually 

reduce youth smoking. And how are we going to pay for it? We 
have an ASSIST Program that's federally funded now, a grant 
that we have, money that comes into DHS that we could take 
some of that. We can establish a fund where people from grants 
or contributors want to call in, on the bottom of an advertisement 
on our media, enticing people to call or send money in to this 
fund to reduce smoking. Get the people involved in our state in 
this program. How you make things happen is when you involve 
people. Raising a tax is not involving people, it's creating 
animosity. It's creating a problem with what we're going to have 
with the borders, with people coming over and smuggling. That's 
a fact, it's not fiction. It's happened in other areas. Let's address 
this problem with a way we can afford it. Let's put a check-off on 
the tax retum. Let's establish a fund so people can contribute to 
this fund and let's use the existing moneys from a grant we're 
getting from ASSIST and from the General Fund as a start-up. 
Then we can feel as though we're accomplishing something and 
as the sales go down we don't have to be worried about where 
we're going to fund this. 

Now an amendment was put on my 1888, our Minority bill, 
that will also address an incentive for reduction of income tax, so 
that any small business who provides healthcare to address the 
children's healthcare would receive a tax credit. Now that was 
put on as an amendment by Representative Donnelly. Let's look 
at what we really want to address, and I encourage you, let's not 
make this a three-fold situation with trying to fund things that the 
budget already has funded for DHS. We did a wonderful job this 
year. The Committee worked very diligently and have addressed 
many problems and we've come up with a good budget where we 
can increase our response to the needs of our people in this 
state. But let's handle one thing at a time and on this bill, the 
focus is supposed to be reduce youth smoking. Please join me 
in voting against this bill and let's look at what can we afford, 
what's going to give people an incentive to participate in and how 
are we really going to make it happen and reduce youth smoking 
in Maine? Thank you very much. 

Off Record Remarks 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Waldo, Senator Longley. 

Senator LONGLEY: Thank you Mr. President, statesmen, 
stateswomen, politicians and others of us in this Chamber. We 
have a wonderful opportunity today to address a huge cost that 
we pay in a variety of ways. One of the costs has been put in 
front of us all year. Our children smoke more, Maine kids smoke 
more, than kids anywhere else in this country. We've got a 
wonderful high school graduation rate and kids are picking up 
cigarettes. They have huge, wonderful opportunities, but they 
stick a suicide stick into their mouth and they die much sooner. 
Every single year 9,000 more Maine kids are sticking that suicide 
stick into their mouth, 3,000 of whom we will pay for at the 
workplace and then at the hospital because they're going to die 
of cancer, that's the fact. We've got a problem. We've got costs. 
Allegedly, for every time an employer hires a smoker, over the 
course of that person's average stay at that business, guess how 
much it costs that employer? Nine thousand dollars more per 
smoking worker than the non-smoking worker. Thirty-seven 
cents, folks, prices those teenagers out of the market. The 
polling data shows somewhere between a quarter and 50 cents, 
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fewer kids, who are the most vulnerable to price fluctuations 
around cigarettes, buy cigarettes. And yes, you can say, "Oh, 
but they buy expensive sneakers and jeans." Some of them do. 
A lot of Maine kids don't. We know that. We've seen these kids 
at the general store, we don't see that they're reeking in dough. 
We see that they're reeking in smoke and we have something to 
do with it. We price them out with the 37 cent tax. What do we 
do with that money? Well, we do programming to educate that 
Joe Camel is not cool. We help those people who are already 
hooked with patches and smoking cessation programs. We take 
that money, increase the price, couple it with a program and 
boom, we're starting to address the problem and fewer kids start 
smoking and more adults have opportunities to stop smoking. 
And furthermore, we have a problem with kids' health. What do 
we do? We help fund kids' health insurance. And for me, one of 
the nicest pieces about this job, to be perfectly honest, is to have 
the opportunity of healthcare coverage. It's a wonderful piece of 
my salary. The salary isn't much, but the healthcare piece is a 
much appreciated aspect that many of us, many Mainers, more 
and more Mainers go without. Here is our opportunity to say, 
"We have a problem. Let's price the kids out of the market. Let's 
put the money towards programming and kids' healthcare." 
Simple. It would be nice if we could have people call in with 
money, that might raise us $50,000 if we have a coordinator that 
has not been, that there's been no offer of anyone coming 
forward to dedicate a year to that. It'd be nice if we had a tax 
check-off. Tax check-offs could bring in about $60,000. That 
could cover anywhere from 60 to 100 kids. You know, that's a 
step. With this health care, we can cover many more children and 
these children are not getting to the doctor except in the 
emergency room, and guess who pays for that? We all pay. 
Preventive care in children, it's a cheap investment. Kids cost 
less. We give them an opportunity of getting good habits as 
young, we keep them healthy, make sure they can see the 
blackboard and hear the teacher, and guess what? That's 
learning results. And when a high school kid graduates, they will 
have caught more because they've been healthier as they've sat 
and stood and done whatever they have done in their educational 
process. It's a money saver. If you do the math, we pay for it at 
the workplace if people start smoking. We pay for it at the 
hospital, mostly in the emergency room, pardon me, we pay for it 
in the hospital, not necessarily in the emergency room with 
smokers. But we've seen those people. We know how much 
healthcare costs are when someone has lung cancer. We pay 
through our teeth while these people stick these sticks in their 
mouths. So, my colleague has a quote on his desk in this form 
and it says, "A politician thinks of the next election. A statesman 
(and a stateswoman, I'll add) think of the next generation." We're 
trying to think of the next generation with this proposal before 
you, and I'll really appreciate it if you think of the next generation 
when you cast your vote. Thank you for listening. 

On motion by Senator AMERO of Cumberland, supported by 
a Division of at least one-fifth of the members present and voting, 
a Roll Call was ordered. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Piscataquis, Senator Hall. 

Senator HALL: Thank you Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen. ·It sounds good but it won't work. If you've read any 
of the literature that was put on your desk a week ago, telling you 
about Massachusetts and other states, Michigan, Ohio that have 

raised their cigarette taxes substantially, but their rates of teen
age smoking continued to rise. It doesn't work. It might make 
you feel good and you might think it's going to, but it's going to do 
nothing but create more problems. If you've got a teenager that's 
smoking and you don't give them money, as a parent, or if they 
don't have a job to earn it, they'll steal. That's a proven fact. 
Nicotine is a drug the same as marijuana, cocaine. These 
people will steal to feed their habit. Price means nothing to them 
whether it's heroin or whatever for a narcotic. And if you stop and 
think, you know that. Raising the price of cigarettes is not going 
to stop the smoking or prevent it. We have speed limits in this 
state, but yet our teenagers, every week, are killing themselves 
on the highway. Why? Well, I'll tell you why, because they do 
not fear death. They don't even think about death. It's always 
something that happens to the other guy. So because one out of 
three smokers that take up the habit are going to die of a 
tobacco-related illness doesn't affect them. It's 30, 40, 50 years 
down the road. Now you can say, "Well, there's the Senator 
again. He doesn't want to raise taxes, taxes are too high.· Well, 
you're right. I don't care what the tax is, and just because you 
sugar-coat it to start a couple of new programs or advance a 
couple of programs doesn't cut it with me. One thing that we've 
been trying to do, ever since I can remember, is to eliminate one 
class of people in the State of Maine. Well, I'm going to tell you, 
folks, think about your history lessons years ago when you were 
in school. We've always had three classes of people. We are 
always going to have. Of course, if you continue along the road 
you're going, you may eliminate one but I can guarantee you, it's 
not the one that you think you're going to eliminate. Think about 
that. I'm going to urge you to vote against this pending motion 
because it will do absolutely no good. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Knox, Senator Pingree. 

Senator PINGREE: Thank you Mr. PreSident, women and 
men of the Senate. I just wanted to speak briefly about a couple 
of the programs that are in this bill that I think are particularly 
good and something that we should feel very proud of supporting 
today. You know, people often talk about the assistance in this 
bill that would go to children who need healthcare and senior 
citizens who need prescription drugs as new programs and, I 
have to say, they are not new programs. They are just 
continuations of things that we already do. With healthcare 
insurance for children, we're just using this as an opportunity to 
cover more of the uninsured children in the State of Maine under 
this bill. We'll cover about 20,000 of the 36,000 children who are 
currently uninsured by expanding the Medicaid program. Now 
Medicaid for children is something we already do. This just 
raises the eligibility level, covers families whose parents are 
working, many of whom in jobs that do not provide healthcare 
insurance, many of whom are in families who are unable to 
access healthcare or healthcare insurance. The best thing about 
that we know is that it covers preventive care. It means less trips 
to the emergency room. More kids get healthcare treatment up 
front when they need it, and we know that saves us money and 
ensures good health for kids which is one of the most important 
things that we can do when we're thinking about our future 
generations. 

Secondly, this offers senior citizens an expansion of our 
prescription drug card program. I think this is something that we 
can be very proud of that we now do in the State of Maine and 
expanding this is tremendously important to many of our senior 
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citizens. I don't know about the rest of you, but I can guess that 
when you go door-to-door and meet senior citizens, at AARP 
meetings, or bean suppers, or just different places in your district 
and you get talking, probably the first thing or something they'll 
tell you about is the high cost of prescription drugs. I know for 
every senior citizen, it's always a struggle deciding whether to 
pay your oil bill, pay for food or pay for your prescription drugs 
and for many of them these are life-threatening illnesses and 
they have to pay the cost of those prescriptions which can often 
be hundreds of dollars a month. This bill would cover senior 
citizens up to 150% of poverty and allow us to cover 2,300 elderly 
citizens with a much broader range of drugs than are now 
covered under the prescription drug card. Currently, you can get 
drugs for diabetes, healthcare, high blood pressure, arthritis, or 
chronic lung ailments. About five different illnesses are currently 
covered under this card. With this bill, we'd be able to accept 
another $15 million in Medicaid and expand the program to cover 
all drugs that are currently covered under Medicaid. That would 
be a tremendous benefit to people who are up to 150% of poverty 
which means you take home no more than $987 a month. That 
covers a lot of people in the State of Maine who are now 
struggling, and I think it's something we could be tremendously 
proud of if we're passing this bill and letting people know that this 
is a service they haven't been able to have, they haven't been 
able to access in the past and a struggle they will no longer have 
to have. 

We've talked a little bit about the prevention program and I 
think having a good prevention and control program, one which 
will be effective, again, is a proven success in reducing youth 
smoking. And that coupled with raising the price of cigarettes is 
something that we can do to make a substantial change in the 
numbers you heard about earlier which are really a tragedy for 
our state and something that we all should set as a priority to 
reduce. So, I want to join with the good Senator from Waldo and 
the good Senator from Aroostook in suggesting that you pass this 
bill and be able to bring back to your constituents something, I 
think, that we can all be very proud of for this legislative session. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Penobscot, Senator Mitchell. 

Senator MITCHELL: Thank you Mr. President. I do agree 
with, exactly, what Senator Pingree has talked to us about on the 
programs for healthcare for children and prescription drugs. 
However, we are talking about creating a tax to pay for this 
healthcare when we could be addressing these two particular 
items on an individual basis within our Committee with the 
Department. We're talking about building staff in that 
Department. The cost factor is $40 million on this bill. We 
definitely need to address those two situations, but the time to do 
that is a separate entity and it should be given to the Department 
as a challenge on how they are going to make that challenge 
come to fruition within the existing budget and with funding at 
another time. We already have the groundwork to build on 
providing healthcare for children. You're right, it is not a new 
program. We need to build on what we have and we do not need 
to leap into it with an unknown return on how we're going to pay 
for it. Again, we want this program to be successful. We want to 
reduce the sale of cigarettes and if you do that, the money is not 
going to be there to pay for it. And also, if we think that 
smuggling isn't going to happen, we're wrong. Three people from 
the House of Representatives came to me this morning and said 
they were inundated with calls after their last night's session from 

people representing towns on the border stating that this was 
definitely going to be a problem for them. It's going to be a 
security problem. It's going to create a higher crime level and 
this has happened in other areas in other states and it's going to 
happen to Maine. In response to the good Senator from Waldo, I 
would say to you, the check-off may not bring that much money. 
The establishment of a fund may not, but it's involving the people 
and our constituents in this state in a worthwhile program to 
focus on reduction of youth smoking. And what is happening is if 
that doesn't happen, the total cost on that bill is $3 million 
compared to $40 million to accomplish, focused on reduced 
youth smoking. So again, I encourage you, look at the price tag, 
what you want to accomplish for what you're investing, and what 
the results are going to be and do we have accountability and a 
plan that actually can come to fruition. And please join me in 
voting against this motion so we can move on with a program that 
will be effective. Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Franklin, Senator Benoit. 

Senator BENOIT: Thank you Mr. President, may it please the 
Senate. I will be opposing the pending motion because I believe 
that this report that's before us, this tobacco tax situation, is a 
smoke screen. Senator Hall, the Senator from Piscataquis, 
made a point a moment ago in saying that it won't work. He's 
right. He gave some reasons of his own why he feels it won't 
work and I would like to point out to you, that yes, it's true, 
unfortunately we lead the nation in tobacco consumption by our 
youth. It's a tragedy. 

We also lead in another area that's a tragedy. Recently 
statistics came out in this state showing the high consumption of 
marijuana by our youth and yet, it's illegal. Being illegal doesn't 
matter. It hasn't worked, a purpose of taking care of that 
problem. What's 37 cents more expected to do? It won't work. I 
join Senator Hall's assessment. Unfortunately, it won't work. You 
know what bothers me here is that we already have a tax on 
tobacco in Maine and we could take some of that money and 
educate our youth against smoking, but we haven't. We haven't 
done it. We could have, and now we want to. But in order to do 
it, we're going to jack up the price of cigarettes 37 cents. But 
you'll notice there are some expansions of programs here and 
that's where we see the smoke screen in my view. This really is 
an increase in tax to expand on these programs. Why not come 
right out front and admit it? Such a small amount of this money 
is going to go towards education of our youth in this area. And 
you know, I don't have any good proof or evidence that there's 
going to be enough money to carry on these programs that are 
being expanded. That bothers me and my constituents. And 
where, as Senator Hall points out, there has been an increase in 
the tobacco tax in other jurisdictions, in some cases the tobacco 
companies make an adjustment in the price of their product to 
swallow up some of the tax and you don't have the financial 
impact that's desired in the legislation. And I will give you the 
argument, I'm not advancing it for my reasons why I'm voting, the 
fact that business will be sent to New Hampshire. We already 
send most of our liquor business there, and some of my 
constituents on the border are saying, "Well, let's send our 
tobacco business there then by this legislation." I'm just 
concerned that here we are talking about a tax in a state where 
we're already in the top 10, sometimes 6th, 7th or 8th place, 
depending on statistics you look at, on tax burden against our 
citizens. There are some people in this state house who will not 
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be satisfied, I guess, afflicted with the malady of taxitis, until 
we're number one in tax burden on our citizens. And I know what 
you're saying, "It's a sin tax. I can vote for a sin tax." Well, you 
go ahead and do it. I won't, because I think the tax burden, no 
matter what the tax is on, is high enough. When we're 35th in the 
nation on income and in the top 10 in tax burden, there's 
something wrong. And I'm not going to add to the problem by 
increasing the tax on tobacco to see us moving closer to number 
1. 

So, if illegality doesn't do it on marijuana, 37 cents more on 
tobacco isn't going to work either. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Off Record Remarks 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Aroostook, Senator Paradis. 

Senator PARADIS: Thank you Mr. President, men and 
women of the chamber. We have to hit this issue hard, hit it up 
front and not go back one inch from where we are at this point. It 
cannot be a half-hearted effort or else we will fail. I have been so 
proud in the last few days in seeing all the work that has popped 
out of our Committee, and many times I like to go to different 
committees and visit on issues that I'm very interested in. This 
year I was absolutely stuck in the Health and Human Services 
Committee. Why? Because we wanted to bring to you 
something that you would be proud of to put your name on when 
the time came. I think you should be proud to put your name on 
this issue, on this legislation. It's 37 cents. Let's not get carried 
away here, in terms of the amount of money we're dealing with. 
We were blessed with having a huge contingency of people from 
all over the state, from all over the country that blessed our desks 
with piles of documentation dealing with the effectiveness of what 
we're dealing with, the issues that we were trying to find the best 
way possible to attack this major, major problem in this state. I 
am very conscientious about the fact that the Health and Human 
Services budget is 20-30% of this whole State of Maine budget. 
So when we're looking at ways to cut that down, one of the ways 
we can cut it down is through the off-sets. It happened this 
weekend again, I visited this gentleman in the hospital who is 
dying of cancer and we were talking about, he's a potato grower, 
and I said, "Potato growing, it's a hard business to be in." And he 
said, "Being sick is worse." Because he had just gotten the fact 
that it was terminal and after smoking for a few years, what had 
happened to him has happened to a lot of us. When I was in 
school, we were told it was not ladylike to smoke, period. There 
was no other admonition, there was no other piece, not one piece 
of information was given to us. My beautiful classmate women 
that had started smoking started dying at 50. Some of the men, 
they went until 52 and had other medical problems, but for the 
women, it seems to hit them harder and quicker and death 
comes faster. Certainly our legislators, at the time, had no clue 
how unprotected we were, that we were being allowed to make a 
decision with no information. We have the information and we 
want to get it out as soon as possible, and this will send the 
message that this is very important. 

There are many borders in this state and most of them, a lot 
of them, border the Canadian border and for them, they saw a 
60% decrease with their children starting to smoke because they 
raised it so high that it indeed discourages children. We have, as 
I said before, voluminous. amounts of materials that look at every 

issue every way, because I was not going to insult your 
intelligence and come here with half-baked ideas. I am 
absolutely convinced about the off-sets. We are paying for 
children's medical care through the emergency room. We can 
take care of a child for 50 bucks for a year. One quick earache, 
whatever, to an emergency room is a $300 bill. So there's no 
doubt that we're spending the money. We're just trying to spend 
the money a little bit more appropriately and impact positively on 
our kids' lives. We have, to the credit of my Committee, spent 
the time that we needed on this. We will not be taking you down 
a path that we had not checked every possible avenue, where 
else we could have gone. We were presented the information 
from incredible sources. It's wonderful to be living in an age 
where we have access to so much great, great information that 
we're not taking stabs in the dark anymore, that we're going with 
proven technologies. We have been working at it. If you have a 
child and you're a smoker, you know that your children have been 
coming home from school and really nagging. One lady was 
telling me this weekend, she said, "I've lost more cigarettes. My 
child, literally, and her child is a senior in high school now so he 
knew what he was doing, tears them up. And she's seeing 
medical problems now and he's kind of saying, "Mom, I told you 
so." So, we have not been absolutely free of information or 
attempts. It has not worked obviously, because statistics tell us 
that. Weare the highest smoking group and we have to look to 
the next generation and try to salvage the part of the generation 
that will be saved by this, because it is a full-court press and it 
has a lot of value, and I thank you for your kind attention. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Cumberland, Senator Harriman. 

Senator HARRIMAN: Thank you Mr. President, good 
morning men and women of the Senate. I want to take just a 
moment, if I could, and speak to you from a couple of 
perspectives. One, the perspective of a parent who has one 
teenager, and actually two, his birthday was yesterday, he's now 
13, two teenagers and a 9 year old. And I'd like to take a 
moment and speak to you from the perspective of the political 
realities that we are faced with but literally hours left to go in this 
session. And lastly, from the perspective of someone who takes 
a lot of pride in making sure that I get into the neighborhoods and 
the businesses and the schools in my district. 

I'm amazed, quite astonishingly, to tell you that there are a 
number of parents who condone their underage children 
smoking. Incredible to me that we would allow, we would see 
parents allow their children to ingest this illegal substance, but it's 
happening. And I'm surprised to learn that there's an enterprising 
young business budding up around the schools where somehow 
someone can buy a pack of cigarettes and they turn around and 
sell them to their classmates for $1 a cigarette. Unbelievable to 
me, but it's happening. And so from the political perspective, as I 
have tried to understand the voluminous amounts of material that 
come across our desk, I have indeed become convinced that it's 
worth a try. It's worth the effort for the people who are advocating 
for the tax increase to give it a chance in hopes that it might work. 
And so, I was happy to support the bill that came before us to 
raise the tax, to create tax relief and it was overwhelmingly 
rejected. And the political reality is that it is the one bill to raise 
the Cigarette tax to help teenagers learn not to smoke to create 
property tax relief that we've heard so much about that the Chief 
Executive Officer says he'll sign. 
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THE PRESIDENT: The Chair would caution the member on 
discussing any possible action by the Chief Executive. 

Senator HARRIMAN: I apologize to the Senate, Mr. 
President. So, we have before us now a bill to raise the cigarette 
tax to build and expand social programs needing even more 
amounts of money as time goes on to properly fund. If we are 
successful, if the message that's being delivered with this bill is 
successful, that less people will smoke, we will see declining 
revenues for a program that will have increasing expenses which 
will build a larger structural gap in the state budget that we 
already know exists for the next legislature. And before we 
expand the Medicaid program, maybe we ought to try to find 
ways to do a better job of those programs that are already 
covered by Medicaid. Go speak to the parents of young children, 
in Piscataquis or Aroostook County, who need dental care under 
the Medicaid program, or children who need mental retardation 
services and many others. It seems to me, Mr. President, that 
we've created the illusion that if we simply raise the tax and build 
bigger centralized govemment in Augusta, to provide health 
insurance for children, that everylhing will tum out all right. But 
the political reality is that the tax hopefully, and I want to believe 
everybody who's lobbied me that this will dramatically curb teen 
smoking, will be successful. I hope that portion of it is 
successful. But in tum, to use that money to build a bigger 
govemment program, we're setting ourselves up for a failure. 
Thank you Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Piscataquis, Senator Hall. 

Senator HALL: Thank you Mr. President. I wish to pose a 
question through the Chair to the Senator from Aroostook, 
Senator Paradis. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Senator may pose his question. 

Senator HALL: Thank you. My question is this. Under this 
particular L.D., how many new state jobs will this produce? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Senator from Piscataquis, Senator 
Hall, poses a question through the Chair to anyone who may 
wish to answer. The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Aroostook, Senator Paradis. 

Senator PARADIS: Thank you Mr. President, men and 
women of the Senate. I'm very happy that that question was 
posed because, indeed, when the fiscal note came up we had 
this huge number of people that were listed as absolutely being 
necessary to administer this extension of this service. That 
number has been changed dramatically ovemight, and I'll be 
more than happy to provide that for you. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Waldo, Senator Longley. 

Senator LONGLEY: Colleagues in the Senate, we can find 
fault, or we can vote today for solutions and to dignify the 
arguments against, I just would like to quickly run down a few of 
what's been said and address them. 

In terms of the fact that there have been states where 
increased taxes have led to increased sales, that made no 

difference, that's incorrect. That's not the full story. The full story 
is that the tobacco companies managed to decrease the price of 
their package of cigarettes more than the increase on the tax. 
Guess what, folks? That's why it didn't work. 

In terms of will this stop kids from smoking? It will stop a 
substantial number, anywhere between, I think, 15% and 30%. 
We decrease the numbers of kids smoking as we increase the 
price. If we want to go to $1 a pack, we increase the numbers of 
kids who will not start andlor will stop before they're addicted. So 
it won't stop kids from smoking. It won't stop adults from 
smoking. It will work though, because it will help. It will help 
decrease the number of people smoking. Those of you who 
received a copy of the recent Juvenile Justice report, I would like 
to quote a quote related to marijuana. "Basically, cigarettes is a 
gateway drug. Cigarette smoking is gateway behavior, a 
behavior that persists before other more dangerous behaviors. 
As was testified, the cigarette they sneak as a 10 year-old leads 
to the pack they smoke at 11 years old, and the beer they try at 
12 and the shots they do at 13, the joint they try at 13 and a half, 
leading to all forms of chemical dependencies." It's a gateway 
and we all know that cigarettes is that first thing they will 
experiment with. It's gateway behavior. 

In terms of declining revenues, that's an excellent point and 
the option is to do nothing or to do something. To find fault or to 
vote today on a solution. Maybe it is a partial solution. Those of 
us who care enough about offering healthcare for kids, guess 
who will continue to dig and to scrap and to try to find ways, if we 
have, when we have, when those declining revenues kick in, to 
find ways as we enter this managed care world and as we work 
with insurers? I'll raise my hand right now as one who is going to 
be dedicating my time to figuring out a way to try to find a way to 
continue to provide children healthcare. It's low-cost. It's helpful. 
It teaches them good habits this young and, with this cigarette 
tax, we teach them better health methods, too. 

Lastly, in terms of, it's an economic development piece, folks, 
we talk about taxitis. I'd like to focus on the fact that when we are 
hiring healthy workers and we're building our economic base, 
because we have healthy workers taking less sick time, costing 
us less at the hospital or with our insurance premiums. We have 
ways to take advantage of opportunities. This is an opportunity. 
If you want to find fault, so be it. We have an opportunity today 
to vote for a tax that leads to healthcare, that helps solve some of 
our problems, and I'll appreciate your yes vote on the pending 
motion. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Hancock, Senator Goldthwait. 

Senator GOLDTHWAIT: Thank you Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen of the Senate. I'm going to vote for this bill and I hope 
you do, too. It is a bill which has had a tremendous amount of 
discussion and so have a number of other related bills. The 
discussion is not focused so much on what we're trying to do in 
terms of raising the cost of cigarettes, as it is on what we do with 
that revenue. That has been a very legitimate discussion and 
there have been really good points raised on all sides, 
everywhere from, do you raise a tax to reduce a tax and is 
children's health the most pressing need and is this particular 
children's health program the most important one? I believe that 
if we maintain this principle of raising the cost of cigarettes, which 
has been demonstrated very clearly in a number of other states 
to work, to actually decrease youth smoking, that we will then 
have an opportunity to work further on some of the mechanics 
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about the rest of this program. But it is so important for children's 
health that we pass this increase in the tax that I am willing to 
take a step on faith that we can resolve some of the other issues 
about precisely where this revenue goes. It is logical to me to 
relate that revenue to prevention of smoking and to other 
children's health issues. Whether that happens in precisely the 
form laid out in this bill or not, frankly I don't care. The important 
thing for me is to make this advance in preventing youth 
smoking, to resolve some of those other differences which we will 
have an opportunity to do on a subsequent date and to go ahead 
with a program that will clearly benefit the young people of our 
state and I hope you support the pending motion. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Aroostook, Senator Kieffer. 

Senator KIEFFER: Thank you Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen of the Senate. It's always interesting to see how we 
can take two separate issues and combine them and commingle 
them in an effort to try to make something that's very, very 
confusing out of something that's very simple. This bill deals 
primarily with two basic issues. One is a tax increase on 
cigarettes and the other, by the way, the tax increase on 
Cigarettes should have, in my opinion, been dealt with by the 

. Taxation Committee, and the health issue, which certainly is a 
Health and Human Services Committee issue. As far as the tax 
situation is· concemed, I'd like to make my position clear on 
cigarettes. I will vote tomorrow or today or the day after tomorrow 
to totally ban the possession, the sale and the use of cigarettes in 
the State of Maine, but I don't believe that a tax increase does 
any good in prohibiting or slowing down smoking. Now I've heard 
over and over again that a tax increase of some 37 cents up to 
$1 will reduce smoking by anywhere from 15% to 30%. But let's 
use 20% as an average. Now if a tax of $1 will reduce smoking 
by 20%, why not go to $2 and reduce it by 40%? Or, why don't 
we increase the tax by $5 and totally eliminate smoking in the 
state? But we can't do that and the reason that we can't do that 
is because there's a magic number of 51% in reduced spending 
and our tax revenues start to fall off. And wouldn't that create 
pandemonium? What would we do with the programs that we 
have already established if we don't have the money to fund them 
because our program in stopping smoking has been so 
successful that we've eliminated smoking? What would we tax 
then to continue those programs? It's a proven fact we're 
certainly not going to reduce anything here in state government 
or cut it down. 

From the other side of the issue, certainly we're all interested 
in children's health care. I don't think anyone will question that. I 
think there's a question of how we go about obtaining that and 
this similar program on child healthcare has been before us for 
the past four years since I've been here. I won't support a tax 
increase on cigarettes in this manner because I think it's a 
subterfuge. It is a tax increase. I don't believe it's going to do 
anything to retard or reduce smoking. The facts from the other 
states do not show that, and until I am shown something more 
specific than I have been given here in the past two months, I 
must vote against this. Thank you Mr. President. 

Off Record Remarks 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Cumberland, Senator Abromson. 

Senator ABROMSON: Thank you Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen of the Senate. As you may know, there is an 
organization called the National Taxpayers Union that asks 
members on both sides of the aisle to sign a no-tax pledge, a 
pledge that says they will never vote for tax, a new tax or a tax 
increase. I didn't sign that pledge. I will vote for a tax increase. I 
did vote for a tax increase just last night, a tax on Cigarettes. 
However, that tax was to be used for education and control of 
tobacco products and was to be used to reduce other taxes. I 
hope I have the opportunity to vote for that again. I will not, 
however, be supporting the present bill as I believe with the good 
Senator from Aroostook that we are trying to mix apples and 
oranges with taking taxation, an item from Taxation and an item 
from Human Services and mixing them all up together. Thank 
you Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Franklin, Senator Benoit. 

Senator BENOIT: Thank you Mr. President, may it please the 
Senate. Mr. President, just a few moments ago, Senator Hall, 
the Senator from Piscataquis, asked a question from anyone who 
might be able to answer and I thought it was a good question. 
How many new positions will be created by this legislation? 
Senator Paradis, the Senator from Aroostook, stood in response 
and said that if we wanted that information we could see her at 
another time. Frankly, I'd like the answer right out here in the 
open, and I could be helpful perhaps, to Senator Hall. I have 
heard from a reliable source, and I can be corrected on this 
because I am relying upon another source, that there will be 177 
new positions created. Now, I don't know if that is the exact 
figure, but that's a figure that I've been given, the latest figure that 
I've been given. If it's so, here we go again with state 
bureaucracy midriff bulge that I call the love handles of state 
bureaucracy expanding again. Again a smoke screen, all done 
under the guise of a tax to turn young people away from smoking 
when we really know that this is a tax put on to expand programs, 
programs that ought to stand on their own two feet in a different 
arena. Senator Kieffer is absolutely right. We're taking a very 
simple situation and we're fudging it all up. Thank you Mr. 
President. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Aroostook, Senator Paradis. 

Senator PARADIS: Thank you Mr. President, men and 
women of the Senate. Death is never a simple situation, but to 
answer your question, we were very concerned when we 
received the fiscal note on this issue and we had a lot of 
questions about how numbers were arrived at and I have to 
confess I never heard 177, though, but you know we felt that 
whatever the numbers were, they felt like 177 to us. The number 
that we were dealing with was 40 state positions and the newest 
number is 24. Now, we have been able to get it down, and we 
really felt that those high numbers were put on for a purpose, that 
we weren't quite comfortable with that number and we didn't 
know why they had been popped up because none of our 
numbers were ever that high. So right now it's 24 state positions 
to do a lot of management and the work they do, we did go 
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through every piece of work that they need to do and I think it's 
holistically, again, it'll be very, very positive for the people of 
Maine. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Penobscot, Senator Mitchell, who requests unanimous consent of 
the Senate to address the Senate for a third time. Is this the 
pleasure of the Senate? The Senator may proceed. 

Senator MITCHELL: Thank you Mr. President. I would like to 
assist the good Senator from Aroostook in her figures on how 
we're going to increase this. House Amendment "COO came at it 
with 28 people, which 22 would be Income Maintenance 
Specialist positions and another 3 for Income Maintenance Unit 
Supervisor positions and 3 Human Service Aide 2 positions and 
related costs to be established on one particular entity. And then 
we have 5 clerks that are going to be Clerical Typist 2 positions 
and then we also have, in another position, an additional 2 Public 
Health Educator 3 positions which are also going to fall into that. 
So that does add up a little bit more than 25 and it is a reduction 
from the original. However, the cost, that's a part of the $40 
million that we're talking about, so you are adding a considerable 
number of force here. Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair would advise the Senate that 
House Amendment "C" is not before the Senate at this pOint. 
The Chair recognizes the Senator from York, Senator 
MacKinnon. 

Senator MACKINNON: Thank you Mr. President, men and 
women of the Senate. Today I'll be voting against this 
amendment. Do I vote against this amendment because I do not 
like kids? No. Do I think that we have to do something about 
smoking? Yes. How do we do that? Simply, we either ban it or 
we do not. We're going at this like we quit smoking. We're going 
at it like, well, I'll quit today. I'll do a little bit tomorrow or go. 
Either you do it or you don't. I can't support things that go 
halfway. We try to look at bills and we try to make the best 
judgment on the things that we can do for our constituents and 
our kids. If we're really going to address this issue, if we're going 
to help senior citizens buy drugs, if we're going to help children 
with insurance, I suggest we put them into the budget and make 
some decisions on those. To add programs or to increase 
programs that the revenues may go down and we have to 
address again is not, in my opinion, adequately addressing the 
situation. I'd much rather deal with it up front, vote on it and I 
would support it. Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Cumberland, Cumberland, Senator Harriman. 

Senator HARRIMAN: Thank you Mr. President. Good 
morning again, men and women of the Senate. I am somewhat 
confused. I'm hearing conflicting information about how many 
new positions this bill requires. And I want to inquire, Mr. 
PreSident, that we are on L.D. 1887 as amended by House 
Amendment "C" under the filing number H-723? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is incorrect. We are on the Majority 
report of the Committee which is Ought to Pass on Bill "An Act 
Regarding Health and the Prevention of Smoking." Should that 
be adopted, it would be properly before the Senate at that time, 

to adopt House Amendment "C", but House Amendment "C" is 
not before the Senate at this time. 

Senator HARRIMAN: Thank you Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Knox, Senator Pingree. 

Senator PINGREE: Thank you Mr. President. I know we've 
been discussing this for a long time. I just wanted to speak to a 
couple of issues that I'd heard raised and I don't think were 
addressed. At one point I heard that this bill costs $40 million, 
that this would be $40 million that would be spent here, and by 
my calculations and what I've read about it, it raises about $30.8 
million. Of that, only $21.5 million is actually spent, $9 million is 
not under this current plan that I've seen. And that allows for 
some room for declining revenues that people have spoken 
about what happens when the money goes down? I think we 
have to commend the work of the Health and Human Services 
Committee, who thoroughly looked at a lot of these issues, 
thought about what would happen in the future and I think was 
very fiscally responsible in doing this. I don't have the figures 
before me about staffing, and I know there have been some very 
high numbers raised. I sat through one session where the Health 
and Human Services Committee was negotiating around some of 
those numbers. I remember originally, I think it was the children's 
program, started at a staffing of 60 and I think that was the 
number that was then lowered to 24. I think that the Committee, 
again, has worked very hard to do this at the lowest cost possible 
and to suggest, as I thought I understood, that this is sort of a 
ruse to add more people to the payroll or to somehow, you know, 
log on more people just in jobs is clearly not true. These are 
programs that come before us frequently because there is a 
crying need. People suggest that this should be funded out of 
the Department or this should be funded some other way. Well 
frankly, I've sat through many debates here, on the floor, and 
many hours in the Health and Human Services Committee when 
these critical needs were just not addressed. We've been 
unwilling to address them in any other way and, again, I 
commend the people who have worked hard to find some way to 
fund something that is a critical need. We do this all the time, 
look for ways to pay for the things we have to pay for in a year of 
declining revenues, and I think we're fortunate to have this before 
us and I hope that we all vote in favor of the pending motion. 

The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber. 

The Secretary called the Roll with the following result: 

YEAS: 

NAYS: 

ROLLCALL 

Senators: CATHCART, CLEVELAND, 
DAGGETI, GOLDTHWAIT, JENKINS, 
KILKELLY, LAFOUNTAIN, LONGLEY, MILLS, 
MURRAY, NUTIING, O'GARA, PARADIS, 
PENDLETON, PINGREE, RAND, RUHLlN, 
TREAT, THE PRESIDENT - MARK W. 
LAWRENCE 

Senators: ABROMSON, AMERO, BENNETI, 
BENOIT, BUTLAND, CASSIDY, FERGUSON, 
HALL, HARRIMAN, KIEFFER, LIBBY, 
MACKINNON, MICHAUD, MITCHELL, SMALL 
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ABSENT: Senator: CAREY 

19 Senators having voted in the affirmative and 15 Senators 
having voted in the negative, with 1 Senator being absent, the 
motion by PARADIS of Aroostook to ACCEPT the Majority 
OUGHT TO PASS (H.P. 1338) (L.D. 1887) Report, in 
concurrence, PREVAILED. 

The Bill READ ONCE. 

House Amendment ·C" (H-723) READ. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Piscataquis, Senator Hall. 

Senator HALL: Thank you Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen of the Senate. Seeing as I never got an answer to my 
question, I decided to look at the House Amendment and add up 
the figures on how many new employees we will have with 
passage of this. Well, if we get the federal waiver, that will add 
67 new jobs and we're going to add another 65 jobs with the 
increased cigarette tax that the state's going to take in. That's 
132 new jobs in the State of Maine. Ladies and gentlemen, this 
is a jobs bill. That's a lot of money. I haven't taken the time yet 
to add up the thousands of dollars that that involves, so if 
somebody would like to get a calculator and like to add that up 
real quick and get up and tell us all, I think everybody would 
appreciate it. Why you couldn't be honest and truthful and tell us 
what this bill was, I don't know, but that's exactly what it is, a jobs 
bill, 132 new positions in state govemment. How many of you 
came down here to trim state government. If you vote for this 
amendment to go onto this bill, I want you to go home, call your 
newspapers, your radio stations and tell them what you've done 
because I hope the press will read this, because the press is 
here to let the folks in Maine know what this bill is all about. I 
urge you to vote against the pending motion of Acceptance of 
this House Amendment and ask for a division. 

Off Record Remarks 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Knox, Senator Pingree. 

Senator PINGREE: Thank you Mr. President, men and 
women of the Senate. I know there's been some confusion 
around this question and one of the advantages of having a 
phone at your desk is sometimes you have the opportunity to 
look into something that's not yet printed or on the floor. It is my 
understanding that at 6 o'clock last night, a deal was struck with 
the Department of Human Services to remove what was an 
outrageous fiscal note on this bill. There's no question about it. 
We've all had to deal with fiscal notes. We all wonder why the 
numbers are what they are. Sometimes you talk them through, 
you work it through, you realize you can do things a little 
differently than was first proposed. My understanding is the 
arrangement that was made last night was for 24 pOSitions total, 
down from 132. There wasn't time to print a new amendment for 
this. It will have to be dealt with on the Appropriations Table, but 
that is the number that it will take to do what is stated in this bill. 

At the request of Senator HALL of a Division was had. 17 
Senators having voted in the affirmative and 14 Senators having 
voted in the negative, House Amendment ·C" (H-723) 
ADOPTED, in concurrence. 

Under suspension of the Rules, the Bill READ A SECOND 
TIME. 

On motion by Senator PINGREE of Knox, TABLED until Later 
in Today's Session, pending PASSAGE TO BE ENGROSSED 
AS AMENDED, in concurrence. 

Off Record Remarks 

Out of order and under suspension of the Rules, the Senate 
considered the following: 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

House 

Ought to Pass 

The Committee on BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT on Bill "An Act to Review Registration of 
Certified Nursing Assistants" H.P. 1206 L.D.1706 

Reported that the same Ought to Pass. 

Comes from the House with the Report READ and 
ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED. 

Which Report was READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence. 

The Bill READ ONCE. 

The Bill LATER TODAY ASSIGNED FOR SECOND 
READING. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Unfinished Business 

The following matter in the consideration of which the Senate 
was engaged at the time of Adjournment had preference in the 
Orders of the Day and continued with such preference until 
disposed of as provided by Senate Rule 516. 

The Chair laid before the Senate the following Tabled and 
Later (5/15/97) Assigned matter: 

Emergency 

An Act to Prohibit the Stocking of Alewives in Tripp Pond 
H.P. 729 L.D. 993 
(H "A" H-387 to C 
"A" H"316) 
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