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lInal1ll110US Hl'ports 
LeaH' to Withdraw 
Ought Not to Pass 
Ought to Pass 
Ought to Pass as ,\mcllded 
Ought to Pass in :--';P\\ Draft 
Divided Reports 

-IS 
11 

Signed: 
Respectfully yours 

THOMASJ. PETERSON 
House Chairman 

The Communication was read and 
ordered placed on file. 

Mr. Albert of Limestone presented the 
following Joint Resolution and moved its 
adoption: (H. P. 1680) 

In Memoriam 
Having Learned of The Death Of Mrs. 

John H. Rollins of East Dixfield, Me. 
The Senate and House of 

lkprcsentatives of the State of Maine do 
herl'by extend their sineere heartfelt. 
<:ondolenees and sympathy to the bereaved 
lallllly and friends of the deeeased: and 
further 

Whilt' dulv asspmbled in sl'ssion at thp 
Statl' Capitol in Augusta und('\" thp 
COllst it ution and La ws of t hl' State of 
~\ailil'. do herl'in direl'l that this offidal 
l'xpn'ssion of sorrow Ill' fort hwith sent to 
thl' famil~' of thl' dt'l"t'asl'd on bl'half of the 
Ll'gislaturt' and thl' Pl'OPll' of thl' State of 
l\\airll'. 

The Resolution was read and adopted 
and sent up for eoneurrenee. 

The Chair laid before the House the 
twelfth tabled and today assigned matter: 

SENATE DIVIDED REPORT -
Majority (9) "Ought Not to Pass' -
Minority (4) "Ought to Pass" ~ 
Committee on Natural Resources on Bill 
"An Aet to Establish a Public Preserve in 
the Bigelow Mountain Area." (I. B. 1) (L. 
D. 1619) 

Tabled - June 5, by Mr. Peterson of 
Windham. 

Pending --~ Aeeeptanee of either Report. 

TIlt' SPEAKf<:R: The Chair would ask 
thl' St'rgeant·at-Arms to eseort the 
gt'ntlPman from Dover·Foxeroft. Mr. 
Smith. to till' rostrum to Sl'rve as Speakl'r 
pro kill. 

T1ll'rt'upon, Mr. Smith of Dover-Foxcroft 
assumed the Chair as Speaker pro tern and 
Speaker Martin o('cupied his seat on the 
Floor. 

'1'11(' SI'I·:AKI·:H pro tl'm: Thl' Chair 
1't,(,'.~:IIII.('S lilt' g('lIt 1('1111111 from Windham, 
1\11' I','foors,," 

1\11 1'1·:'n:IIS(lN, Mr. Spt'akt'r, Men and 
\\'''111('11 of t hI' Iiolls(" I would move I hat 
IIII' "Ollght to pass" IIqlOrt hI' accl'ph'd, 

TIlt' SI'I':AI( 1·:11 pro tt'm: TIll' gentl('man 
from Windham, Mr. l'eit'rsoll, moves that 
the House accept the Majority "Ought to
pass" Heport. 

The Chair recognizes the same 
gentleman. 

Mr. PETERSON: Mr. Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House: I will speak, 
hopefully, briefly on this matter. 

I signed the Minority Report as a 
concerned person. The petition was passed 
around by the Friends of Bigelow. They 
obtained 44.000 signatures and the bill is 
before us todav. Anv action which we take 
l1l'gatiH' on thiS proposal means that it will 
go to referendum. probably in November 
of this coming year. If we fail to pass this 
bill, it goes to referendum. The eost of a 
referendum is somewheres around sixty to 
a hundred thousand dollars. 

Thl' n'ason I sllpport tlll~ '1lIl';I~lIl't' is that 
III thl' \'l'I'\' n','pnt past, WI' han' had hOlld 
bSUt''; ,)111 lor Fish and (iaml' for abollt ::;:l 
lIulilOIl. lor Parks and Hl'l'l'eation to oblalll 
i:llld IIII' :q million. Thev wt're 
o\·t'rwhl'lmingly approved by the' ('itiZl'ns 
of this state; approximately S7 million in 
bonds were issued to secure land for 
recreational purposes. This is primarily 
what this does, to keep this area a 
wilderness way. 

I would remind you that half of the funds 
to procure this will be federal matching 
funds, so the total cost will not be borne by 
the state. 

Also, the proposal would keep this land 
as much as it could in its natural state but 
would allow for reasonable timber 
harvesting to be carried out nn this land if 
this bill were to be passed. 

The reason I support this legislation is 
that I think in all practical consequenees, 
if we fail to enact it, it will go out to 
referendum, it will be passed at expense to 
the taxpayers and then we will have to 
implement this bill. There are several 
problems that I find with this initiated bill. 
The\' sav that we will secure the land. It 
author:ized thl' Department of 
Conservation and Inland Fish and Game to 
procure the land. but it doesn't provide any 
means by which the land can be procured. 

I say the best policy for this legislature is 
to pass this bill in the r('gular session and 
t1wn amt'nd it in the special session to take 
care of any problems that it may have. 
Otherwise. I really feel if it goes out to 
referendum, it will be passed and we will 
be stuck with this legislation in its present 
form and we will have to implement it. I 
think the wisest poliey is for the legislature 
to enact it. I find several problems with it. 
There is no means of obtaining the land, on 
money is on it, there is no fiscal note, and if 
we were to attach a fiscal note, there would 
be two questions on the referendum, there 
would be the original question and then one 
on the fiscal note. So whatever we dO,ti)js 
question is going to go before the people 
unless we enact it. So I make my plea on 
that alone. I just think that the voters of 
the state will overwhelmingly approve it 
and we will be stuck with a bill that needs 
somt' improvement. I think the way to do 
that is to improve it in special session. I 
would urge thl' Minority "Ought to Pass" 
IkpOl'l. 

The SI'EAKI<:H pro tern: The Chair 
rl'cognizes the gentlewoman from Auburn, 
Mrs. Snowe. 

Mrs. SNOWE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
(i('l1tll'mpn of I he House: I would like to 
posp a qUl'stion through the Chair. Exactly 
whal will thl' ('ost be to the state ultimately 
ifwl'l'slablish a Bigelow Preserve? 

Th(' SPEAKER pro tern: The 
gl'ntlewoman from Auburn, Mrs. Snowe, 
poses a qustion through the Chair to 
anyone who may care to answer. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Windham, Mr. Peterson. 

Mr. PETERSON: Mr. Speaker, the 
answer to this question is unknown, and 
that is one of the problems with this bill. It 
is known land trades could be made with 
public land from private landowntm; in the 
area, so possibly approximately 18,000 
aeres of the 40,000 aeres could be swapped. 
There is a possibility that this could 
happen. Negotiations have been going on. 
The landowners in the area have been 
carrying on negotiations with the 
Department of Conservation, so it would 
mean that the state would ultimatelv have 
to purchase the land presently owned by 
Flagstaff Corporation. who has 
dt'velopment plans for Bigelow. Flagstaff 

IS 11 l'l'spollsil)II' dl,\·t'lopt'r I dOll't ,';Isl all~ 
asperSlOliS on thl' inll'gril~' of Flagst;tff or 
Its staft. I olll\' tlllnk It h;t,; b""11 ;til 
lIullall'd btl!. It g'ot -I-I.OOOsigllaturl's. and If 
it got's hdort, the ppo"lt' in l\'o\·t'tllhl'r. ;h It 
will if we dl'fl'at the measure. wt' an' gOing 
to be stuck with a proposal which I dOld 
think is that well drafted. I think if we 
enact it in this session of the legislature 
and improve it so we can provide for land 
swaps, we can come up with the sufficient 
bonds, that is the route to go. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Madison, Mrs. Berry. 

Mrs. BERRY: Mr. Speaker, I would 
pose an inquiry through the Chair. Many of 
us have had bills that haven't had a fiscal 
note on them. This isn't enabling 
legislation. It is directed to acquire, and I 
would ask why this doesn't need to have a 
fiscal note on it? 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Windham, 
Mr. Peterson. 

Mr. PETERSON:-Mr. Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House: That is one of the 
questions that really troubled me, but 
there is not way that it can be amended. 
The bill in its original form. the petition, 
did not specify any amount of money and 
the Constitution provides that when a 
petition is passed, is signed by a sufficient 
number of signatures, it must go out to the 
voters in that form, and this is what will 
happen. If we don't enact this, it will go out 
to the voters, possibly in November, and if 
they approve it, the state will be locked 
into it. I think if we approve it now, we can 
amend it in the special session and take 
adequate safeguards to assure ourselves 
that we are negotiating with these 
landowners in a posture of strength. 

I don't know the price tag on it, but if we 
attach a fiscal note, it changes the petition 
and the bill will have to go out in its 
original form, so there is nothing we can 
do. We wanted to amend it in committee, 
but we found out from the Attorney 
General's Office that any changes that we 

. make in this bill will cause it to go out in its 
original form. I would much rather leave it 
to thl' legislature to pass it now and correct 
it in special session than be stuck with a 
measure which we think has some 
problems, and I think this bill does have 
some problems and it doesn't provide the 
money for the acquisition. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Kelleher. 

Mr. KELLEHER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I think the 
direction that we perhaps should go today 
is to accept the "Ought not to pass" 
Report, because I believe the general 
public of Maine would be just as skeptical 
in supporting an issue such as this, based 
on the very questions that were raised by 
the gentleman from Windham, because of 
the lack of value and the cost involved. 

I am not about to put my name on a roll 
call vote for something I am not sure what 
it involves as far as dollars and cents are 
concerned, and I have just as mueh faith in 
the people of Maine of not doing it 
themselves, so I would urge you not to 
support the "ought to pass" report and 
eventually support the report that kills the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Solon, Mr. 
Faucher. 

Mr. FAUCHER: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this bill and all accompanying papers 
be indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The gentleman 
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from Solon, Mr. f<'aucher, moves that this 
Bill and all ac('ompanying papers be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. FAUCHER: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 

and Gentlemen of the House: I feel that I 
have to say a few words on this bill. 
Bigelow Mountain happens to be·-,- quite a 
lot of land is in my legislative district. I 
have testified at the hearing that none of 
the people in my district are in favor of 
this. If they are, they haven't called me up 
or said anything about it, but the Friends 
of Bigelow, ·as they call themselves, went 
around the state and got petitions to have 
the State of Maine, you and I, buy this 
40,000 acres of land with no price tag on it 
and without telling us who is going to pay, 
the taxes on that 40,000 acres of land. 

I know a little bit about this. We have 
land developers who own some of that land 
who would like to spend a couple hundred 
million dollars, that is quite a lot of money, 
to start a four-season enjoyment there, a 
ski area, condominiums, and it would 
employ about four or five hundred people. 

I happen to Ii ve in Somerset County 
where the employment is quite low. We 
need jobs for people. They are kind of 
hungry and they would like to have a few 
jobs. We don't have many jobs in Somerset 
County, and with 500 jobs available, that 
would be pretty nice for our people up 
th~re. 

So, out of the 40,000 acres of land, they 
would take about 800 aeres for 
development. They would still have 32.000 
acres for people who like to hike, canoe or 
whatever. 

In the State of Maine, the paper 
eomj>anies own about 17 million acres of 
land, about two-thirds of the land in the 
State of Maine, and I believe we have got 
plenty of recreation in the state for 
anybody who would like to go hiking or 
fishing or anything else, so I feel this is a 
bad bill, it is one of the worst bills I have 
seen this year, and let·s kill it right now. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Madison, Mrs. Berry. 

Mrs. BERRY: Mr. Speaker, I would just 
like to say that I got blamed by some 
people for 1994 last year, which wasn't 
funded at the time and I didn't vote for it. 
So I would just enjoy getting blamed for 
something rightly this time. I don't 
think the people realize there should be a 
fiscal note on this. so I don't believe they 
will blame the legislature for turning i't 
down. They will have a chance to come 
again at the special session if they think 
they should put a price tag on it. I am for 
the indefinite postponement of this bi II. 

Thereupon, MI'. Finemore of 
Bridgewater requested a roll call vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gpntlewoman from Auburn. 
Mrs. Lewis. 

Mrs. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I feel about this 
bill that if it goes to referendum. it mayor 
may not pass. but of rourse if we pas~ it 
Ill'n'. then tlwn' is no question about it _ It is 
tn.., (:Iit 'h'(~\mpli. 

[ tla H' a IN ter from one of m~' 
\Wlstituents. :t IS ver" brief and I think It 
is a ven goo,1 letter-and I would like to 
read it if I may. It is to a man by the name 
of Ken Spaulding. My constituent says, I 
wlil not Circulate the petitions of the 
F1iends of Bigelow. I too am an AMC 
member. I am interested in protecting our 
ecology. I am an ordinary Maine nati ve 
not a self-styled Friend of Bigelow. Your 
January 7th letter and the petition 

accompanying it, disappoint me. Why? You 
overstate your case in the letter. I know of 
no proposal to bulldoze Mt. Bigelow, yet 
our slogan is to save Bigelow from the 
bulldozer. You talk about the entire 
western Maine mountain area being 
threatened. I don't know how you define 
the entire western Maine mountain area, 
but I do know that those who cry wolf so 
carelessly do the cause of ecology no 
good. The bill contained in your petiton 
directs the purchase of 40,000 acres of 
land. It authorizes no expenditure of funds. 
There is no estim ate of the cost of 
acquiring this land in the Statement of 
Fact. It is an obvious inference that you do 
not think the initiative petition would get 
the necessary signatures If an honest 
estimate of the cost of this legisfatlve 
proposal was set forth in the Statement of 
Fact. I, therefore, say to you may the 
petition of the Friends of Bigelow be 
scorned as it deserves to be. As an AMC 
member, I add my resentments that you 
involved that worthy organization in what 
I consider a shoddy effort to promote a 
selfish cause. Sincerely yours, Willis A. 
Trafton Jr." Mr. Trafton, was at one time, 
the Speaker of this House. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Wayne, 
Mr. Ault. 

Mr. AULT: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I would just like 
to point out this is a nine to four' 'Ought Not 
to Pass" report. The reason I signed it 
"Ought Not to Pass" was because there 
was no means of funding the acquisition of 
tht property. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Jensen. 

Mr. JENSEN: Mr. Speaker. and 
Members of the House: I would like to pose 
a question to anyone who might answer. If 
this referendum is sent out, would it be 
possible for the legislature to put along 
with it any estimate of cost without 
interfering, without sending a separate 
question out? 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Jensen, poses a 
question through the Chair to anyone who 
cares to answer. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: A roll call has 
been requested. For the Chair to order a 
roll call, it must have the expressed desire 
of one fifth of the members present and 
voting. All those desiring a roll call will 
vote yes; those opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and more 
than one fifth of the members present 
having expressed a desire for a roll call, a 
roll call was ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The pending 
question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Solon, Mr. Faucher, that the House 
indefinitely postpone Bill "An Act to 
Establish a Public Preserve in the Bigelow 
Mountain Area" Initiated Bill 1, L.D. 1619. 
All in favor of that motion will vote yes; 
those opposed will vote no. 

ROLLCALL . 
YEA - Albert. Ault. Bennett. Berry. G 

W : Berry. P. P: Be rube_ B1I1. B1odgf:t.I., 
Boudreau. Bowie. Burns, Byers. Call. 
Carey. Carpenter. Carroll. Carter, 
Cooners. Cote. Curran, R.; Curtis, Dow. 
Drigotas. Durgin, Dyer, Farley, Farnham, 
Faucher, Fenlason, Finemore, Flanagan, 
Fraser, Garsoe, Gould, Gray, Hall, 
Hennessey, Higgins, Hinds, Hunter, 
Hutchings, Immonen, Jalbert, Kauffman, 
Kelleher, Kelley, Laffin, Laverty, 
Leonard, Lewin, Lewis, Littlefield, 
Lizotte. Lovell, Lunt, Lynch. MacEachern, 

Mackel. MacLeod, Mahany, Martin, A.; 
Maxwell, Mills. Miskavage. Morin. 
Morton, Nadeau, Norris, Palmer. Pelosi. 
Perkins, T.; Peterson, P.; Raymond, 
Rideout, Rollins, Snowe, Sprowl. Strout. 
Stubbs, Susi, Tarr, Teague, Theriault. 
Torrey, Tozier, Twitchell. Webber, 
Winship. 

NA Y - Bachrach, Bagley, Bustin, 
Chonko, Clark, Connolly, Cooney, Cox, 
Curran, P.; .Gauthier, Goodwin, H.; 
Goodwin, K.; Greenlaw, Henderson, 
Hobbins, Hughes, Ingegneri, Jackson. 
Jensen, Kany, Kennedy, LaPointe, 
McKernan, McMahon, Mitchell, Mulkern, 
Najarian, Peakes, Pearson, Perkins, S.; 
Peterson, T.; Pierce, Post, Rolde, 
Saunders, Shute, Silverman, Snow, 
Spencer, Talbot, Usher, Wilfong. 

ABSENT - Churchill, Dam, Davies, 
DeVane, Doak, Dudley, Hewes, Jacques, 
Joyce, LeBlanc, Martin, R.; McBreairty, 
Powell, Quinn, Smith, Tierney, Truman, 
Tyndale, Wagner, Walker. 

Yes, 88; No, 42; Absent, 20. 
The SPEAKER pro tem: Eighty-eight 

having voted in the affirmative, and 
forty-two in the negative and twenty being 
absent the motion does prevail. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Wayne, 
Mr. Ault. 

Mr. AULT: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: Having voted on 
the prevailing side, I move 
reconsideration whereby this bill was 
indefinitely postponed and urge you all to 
vote against me. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The gntleman 
from Wayne, Mr. Ault, moves the House 
reconsider its action whereby this bill was 
indefinitely postponed. All in favor of that 
motion will say yes; those opposed will say 
no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the motion 
did not prevail. 

The Chair laid before the House the 
thirteenth tabled and today assigned 
matter: 

An Act to Clarify Certain Provisions of 
the Maine Right to Know Law" (H. P. 848) 
(L. D. 1035) (S ... A" S-201) (C. "A" H-285) 

Tabled - June 5, by Mrs. Najarian of 
Portland. 

Pending - Passage to be Enacted. 
On motion of Mr. Snow of Falmouth, 

under suspension of the rules, the House 
reconsidered its action whereby the Bill 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On further motion of the same 
gentleman urider suspension of the rules, 
the House reconsidered its action whereby 
Committee AmEmdment "N' was adopted. 

The same gentleman offered House 
Amendment "A" to Committee 
Amendment "A" and moved its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" to COIrimittee 
Amendment "A"" (H-683) was read by the 
Clerk. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Falmouth, 
Mr. Snow. 

.\fr. SNOW Mr SJ!(';J!o-,. ;111" .\f'-/I,lit-/ ~ 
II trn: Jfl~' Thi.1; IfflUlt""fI~ /11 "TIit' 
HIght t(} Know Law, "',vhith was sJ1(JOsI)I P Il 
by the Speaker with myself Ifml it,p 
representative from Kennebunk as 
co-sponsors would clarify those provisions 
of The Right to Know Law which permits 
joint legislative committees to meet in 
working sessions. What it does, it gives us 
the opportunity to decide whether or not 
we wish the privilege of excluding 
non-committee members from working 
sessions of joint legislative committees. I 


