Page 24
March 20, 2008

30th Legislative Day

LEGISLATIVE RECORD - HOUSE, March 20, 2008


ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION

30th Legislative Day

Thursday, March 20, 2008


The House met according to adjournment and was called to order by the Speaker.

Prayer by Pastor Richard S. Bach, Winterport Baptist Church.

National Anthem by Leavitt Area High School Concert Band, Turner.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Doctor of the day, Brian Jumper, M.D., Falmouth.

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.
_________________________________

COMMUNICATIONS

The Following Communication: (S.P. 892)
STATE OF MAINE

123RD MAINE LEGISLATURE
March 18, 2008
Sen. Barry Hobbins

Senate Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

Rep. Deborah Simpson

House Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

123rd Legislature

Augusta, ME 04333
Dear Senator Hobbins and Representative Simpson:
Please be advised that Governor John E. Baldacci has nominated Rae Ann French of Augusta for appointment as an Active Retired Maine District Court Judge.
Pursuant to Title 4, Chapter 5 M.R.S.A. §157-B, this nomination will require review by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary and confirmation by the Senate.
Sincerely,
S/Beth Edmonds

President of the Senate
S/Glenn Cummings

Speaker of the House

Came from the Senate, READ and REFERRED to the Committee on JUDICIARY.

READ and REFERRED to the Committee on JUDICIARY in concurrence.
_________________________________


The Following Communication: (S.C. 689)
MAINE SENATE

123RD MAINE LEGISLATURE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
March 19, 2008
Honorable Glenn Cummings

Speaker of the House

2 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0002
Dear Speaker Cummings:
In accordance with 3 M.R.S.A. §158 and Joint Rule 506 of the 123rd Maine Legislature, please be advised that the Senate today confirmed the following nominations:
Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Labor, the nomination of Richard T. Metivier of Lewiston for reappointment to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System Board of Trustees.
Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Labor, the nomination of Catherine R. Sullivan of Portland for reappointment to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System Board of Trustees.
Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Transportation, the nomination of Dana F. Connors of Gray for reappointment to the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority.
Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the nomination of James W. Tracy of Farmingdale for reappointment to the Maine State Harness Racing Commission.
Sincerely,
S/Joy J. O'Brien

Secretary of the Senate

READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.
_________________________________

PETITIONS, BILLS AND RESOLVES REQUIRING REFERENCE

Bill "An Act To Strengthen Maine's Consumer Protections against 'Slamming'"

(H.P. 1632)  (L.D. 2269)
Sponsored by Representative RINES of Wiscasset.

Cosponsored by Senator BARTLETT of Cumberland and Representatives: BERRY of Bowdoinham, CAREY of Lewiston, CROCKETT of Augusta, FITTS of Pittsfield, PINGREE of North Haven, PRATT of Eddington, SILSBY of Augusta, Senator: SMITH of Piscataquis.

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 205.

Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY suggested and ordered printed.

REFERRED to the Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY and ordered printed.

Sent for concurrence.
_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________

ORDERS

On motion of Representative BRAUTIGAM of Falmouth, the following Joint Resolution:  (H.P. 1634) (Cosponsored by Senator SULLIVAN of York and Representatives: BABBIDGE of Kennebunk, BEAUDETTE of Biddeford, BEAULIEU of Auburn, BLANCHARD of Old Town, BRIGGS of Mexico, CANAVAN of Waterville, CAREY of Lewiston, CARTER of Bethel, CLEARY of Houlton, CONOVER of Oakland, CROCKETT of Augusta, CROSTHWAITE of Ellsworth, Speaker CUMMINGS of Portland, DILL of Cape Elizabeth, DRISCOLL of Westbrook, FAIRCLOTH of Bangor, HANLEY of Gardiner, HARLOW of Portland, HASKELL of Portland, KOFFMAN of Bar Harbor, MAZUREK of Rockland, McKANE of Newcastle, NORTON of Bangor, PINGREE of North Haven, PRIEST of Brunswick, RICHARDSON of Warren, SAMSON of Auburn, SAVAGE of Falmouth, SILSBY of Augusta, SIMPSON of Auburn, SIROIS of Turner, SUTHERLAND of Chapman, TARDY of Newport, THERIAULT of Madawaska, TREAT of Hallowell, TRINWARD of Waterville, VAUGHAN of Durham, WAGNER of Lewiston, WEDDELL of Frankfort, Senators: BOWMAN of York, President EDMONDS of Cumberland, MARTIN of Aroostook, MITCHELL of Kennebec, ROSEN of Hancock, SNOWE-MELLO of Androscoggin, STRIMLING of Cumberland, WESTON of Waldo)
JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MAINE'S BANKING INDUSTRY AND THE MAINE BANKERS ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, Maine's banking industry, its employees and the members of the Maine Bankers Association have been serving the banking and financial services needs of Maine's communities
 and citizens for over 150 years; and

WHEREAS, Maine's financial institutions and the more than 10,000 employees of those institutions have contributed millions of dollars and thousands of volunteer hours to enhance the quality of life in Maine's communities; and

WHEREAS, the banking industry's commitment to its communities has been recognized by consistently high evaluations under the federal Community Reinvestment Act; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Maine Bankers Association are giving back to their communities by providing financial literacy programs to Maine's youth and young adults, including the Junior Achievement program and the American Bankers Association's and Maine Bankers Association's annual Teach Children to Save Day program, which will teach students in elementary schools throughout the State on April 29, 2008 about the importance of saving and how to save; and

WHEREAS, the American Bankers Association and the Maine Bankers Association have also established the Get Smart About Credit program; and

WHEREAS, the banking industry's members and employees annually demonstrate their commitment to children and the communities that they serve by donating thousands of volunteer hours and millions of dollars in community contributions; and

WHEREAS, the banking industry's commitment to volunteerism and to assisting Maine's youth in particular is exemplified by the 2008 Maine Bankers Association America's Promise Volunteers:
	Stacey Sinford
	Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

	Peggy Morin
	Maine Bank & Trust

	Beth Ryan
	Katahdin Trust Company

	Angel Quick
	Skowhegan Savings Bank

	Trish Hansen
	Merrill Bank

	Cheri Doak
	Key Bank

	Roberta Nelson
	Bank of America

	Denise Griffin
	The First, N.A.

	Gloria Harris
	The First, N.A.

	John Rothwell
	Northeast Bank; and



WHEREAS, the members of the Maine Bankers Association continue to demonstrate their financial support for Maine's high school graduates attending universities and community colleges in Maine individually through their own institutional scholarship programs and together through the Maine Higher Education Assistance Foundation's scholarship program; and 

WHEREAS, the State's banking industry is an important supporter of the Maine Bar Association's IOLTA program, which provides legal services for Maine's disadvantaged citizens; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-third Legislature now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent take this occasion to recognize Maine's banking industry and the Maine Bankers Association for their continued commitment and contributions to their communities and for supporting Maine's long tradition of service to others and to recognize the industry's commitment to providing needed financial literacy programs, educational scholarships for Maine's high school graduates and support for the IOLTA legal services program; and be it further

RESOLVED: That suitable copies of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of State, be transmitted to the Maine Bankers Association and the 2008 America's Promise Volunteers.

READ.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Falmouth, Representative Brautigam.


Representative BRAUTIGAM:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Maine Bankers Association, the individual banking professionals and the banks in our communities.  As a Chair of Insurance and Financial Services, I want to say that the bankers of Maine and their representatives here in this body and in our committee, have been wonderful to work with.  They have been smart, hardworking, an effective team here at the State House.  They have demonstrated to this Legislature and to the people of Maine that they are deeply principled and committed to protecting consumers through their support of the Maine Homeowner Protection Act, our comprehensive predatory lending law, and we thank them for that.


The most important goal for our state is economic development.  It fuels the social and economic prosperity we hope to create for Maine families and businesses.  Maine banks are in the business of creating wealth, and turning opportunities into a reality for individuals and communities.  The banks, the professionals, their staff volunteer in the classroom; they coach soccer; they serve at the soup kitchen; they give generously of their time, talents and treasure.  We are happy to take today to thank them, and recognize them for their contributions to our state.  Thank you.


Subsequently, the Joint Resolution was ADOPTED.

Sent for concurrence.
_________________________________


On motion of Representative WHEELER of Kittery, the following House Order:  (H.O. 41)

ORDERED, that Representative Robert A. Berube of Lisbon be excused March 10 and 13 for personal reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Patricia A. Blanchette of Bangor be excused March 13 and 14 for personal reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Brian M. Duprey of Hampden be excused March 10, 12, 13 and 14 for personal reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Carol A. Grose of Woolwich be excused March 12, 13, 14 and 17 for health reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Anne M. Haskell of Portland be excused March 6, 10, 12, 13 and 14 for health reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Dawn Hill of York be excused March 5, 6 and 10 for health reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Sarah O. Lewin of Eliot be excused March 10, 12, 13 and 14 for health reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Jacqueline A. Lundeen of Mars Hill be excused March 10, 12, 13 and 14 for health reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Elaine Makas of Lewiston be excused March 10 for personal reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Howard E. McFadden of Dennysville be excused March 10 for personal reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Gary W. Moore of Standish be excused March 13 and 14 for health reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Raymond G. Pineau of Jay be excused March 14 for health reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Thomas R. Watson of Bath be excused March 18 for personal 
reasons.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that Representative Windol C. Weaver of York be excused February 14 for personal reasons.

READ and PASSED.
_________________________________

SPECIAL SENTIMENT CALENDAR

In accordance with House Rule 519 and Joint Rule 213, the following items:
Recognizing:

Karen Greenleaf, of Skowhegan, who has received the Volunteer of the Year Award from the Skowhegan Area Chamber of Commerce.  This award is given to a chamber member who has given an overwhelming amount of time to the chamber.  Ms. Greenleaf currently serves as treasurer of the Skowhegan Rotary Club.  She is on the Board of Directors for the Chamber of Commerce and has served on many chamber committees.  She is the Executive Vice President of the Franklin-Somerset Federal Credit Union.  We extend our congratulations to Ms. Greenleaf on her receiving this honor;
(HLS 1117)

Presented by Representative FINLEY of Skowhegan.

Cosponsored by Senator MILLS of Somerset.

On OBJECTION of Representative FINLEY of Skowhegan, was REMOVED from the Special Sentiment Calendar.

READ.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Skowhegan, Representative Finley.


Representative FINLEY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I am very proud today to bring to you Karen Greenleaf, who is a well-known volunteer in our community.  In addition to all of the great volunteerism that is listed in the sentiment, she also is on the Foundation Board of Kennebec Community College in Fairfield.  It is my honor to have her here today, and to have such a great volunteer in our community.  Thank you.


Subsequently, the Sentiment was PASSED and sent for concurrence.
_________________________________

Recognizing:

Cinjin Goewey, a senior at Maine Central Institute in Pittsfield, who won the 2007-2008 Maine State Wrestling Championship in the 135-pound weight class.  Cinjin is the first wrestler in Maine Central Institute's history to have achieved 100 career wins.  He finished with a total of 111 wins in his 4 seasons, 74 of which were by pin.  He also won the 2007-2008 Eastern Maine Regional Championship and the Kennebec Athletic Conference Championship and finished 6th in the New England Wrestling Championships.  We extend our congratulations to Cinjin on these achievements; 
(HLS 1118)

Presented by Representative FITTS of Pittsfield.

Cosponsored by Senator MARRACHÉ of Kennebec.

On OBJECTION of Representative FITTS of Pittsfield, was REMOVED from the Special Sentiment Calendar.

READ.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Pittsfield, Representative Fitts.


Representative FITTS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I rise today to congratulate Cinjin Goewey for his hard work and resulting success as an athlete.  He was also named the Morning Sentinel Wrestler of the Year.


Records are made to be broken, but some records never fall.  When someone is the first to do something, no one can ever diminish that or take it away.  Cinjin has broken many records at MCI in his wrestling career, and he has a few teammates that are nipping at his heels and will probably surpass some of the things that he has done, but he will be forever the first wrestler to have won 100 matches in his career.  I congratulate him on winning his state championship, and beating a former state champion in doing so.


I saw one of his coaches last week and he told me about his conversation with Cinjin before his final match:  Cinjin was a bit nervous, as one might expect; he had been defeated by the gentleman that he was about to wrestle.  But his coach said," Are you going to do this?  It is not about can you do it; you know you can.  You just have to decide to do it," and he did.


I congratulate Cinjin.  Good luck at University of Southern Maine, and may you have a lot longer wrestling career.  Thank you.


Subsequently, the Sentiment was PASSED and sent for concurrence.
_________________________________

Recognizing:

Hillary Maxim, of Old Town, who won the Class B Individual State Indoor Track and Field Championship in the 1-mile and 2-mile indoor track events.  She completed the 1-mile event in 5 minutes and 6.9 seconds, which is the top time of any runner in the State in any division.  She placed 15th overall at the New England Regional Championships in 2007.  Hillary is a senior at Old Town High School and is a high honor student.  She is active in a number of extracurricular and community service activities.  She will attend the University of Maine at Orono this fall on an athletic scholarship.  We extend our congratulations to Hillary on these achievements;
(HLS 1119)

Presented by Representative BLANCHARD of Old Town.

Cosponsored by Senator SCHNEIDER of Penobscot.

On OBJECTION of Representative BLANCHARD of Old Town, was REMOVED from the Special Sentiment Calendar.

READ.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Old Town, Representative Blanchard.


Representative BLANCHARD:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  It gives me great honor and pleasure to rise and speak about this young lady, who for years has been involved with any running activity at the high school, from cross-country to indoor track, to outdoor track.  The reason that she had such a great time in the state championship and had the best time of any school in any division basically comes from her work ethic and her hard work, according to her parents, her coach and her teachers.  She is an outstanding student, and is a real school leader.  She had been recruited by many schools to go there, but she opted out to take an early signature at the University of Maine.


I know she has some goals at the University of Maine, but I think probably one of the goals that she is actually looking forward to achieving is to break the school 1-mile indoor record, which is presently being held by her mom, Ann Maxim.  We wish her the best in the City of Old Town, and the whole school assembly is very proud of her achievements.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.


Subsequently, the Sentiment was PASSED and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________


The following item was taken up out of order by unanimous consent:
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The following matter, in the consideration of which the House was engaged at the time of adjournment yesterday, had preference in the Orders of the Day and continued with such preference until disposed of as provided by House Rule 502.

Expression of Legislative Sentiment Recognizing the Leavitt Area High School Concert Band

(HLS 995) 
TABLED - February 7, 2008 (Till Later Today) by Representative SIROIS of Turner.

PENDING - PASSAGE.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Turner, Representative Sirois.


Representative SIROIS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  It is with great pleasure that I rise today to recognize the Leavitt Area High School Concert Band.


As you heard, the band was supposed to be here on February 7, but unfortunately they were in the process of using one of their, 14, I believe, snow days for this year, so I am just happy that the weather cooperated enough today so that they could be here, and the wait was well worth it.


I am not going to reiterate the awards that they received, but I would just like to compliment them and congratulate them on their success.  More importantly, obviously it takes some talent and some aptitude to play a musical instrument, but I think that in music as well as in any sport event, it takes a lot of hard work, also.  I just commend these young students at Leavitt for their dedication, hard work and commitment to playing their particular instrument.


I also want to commend and thank Mr. William Buzza for his fine leadership, his encouragement, and his dedication to the students of Leavitt.


I also want to recognize Mr. Hartnett who is here, the Principal of Leavitt Area High School, for his support and encouragement of the music program at Leavitt.


Finally, I just want to thank these young people.  They are just a fine example that they display for the rest of the students at Leavitt, and for the young people of the communities of Turner, Leeds, and Greene.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.


Subsequently, the Sentiment was PASSED and sent for concurrence.
_________________________________

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Ought to Pass Pursuant to Statute

Representative NORTON for the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs on Bill "An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs Regarding Review of the Maine State Museum Commission under the Government Evaluation Act and To Revise the Review Schedule"

(H.P. 1631)  (L.D. 2268)

Reporting Ought to Pass pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3, section 955, subsection 4.

Report was READ and ACCEPTED.  The Bill READ ONCE and was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________

Refer to the Committee on Taxation
Pursuant to Resolve

Representative PIOTTI for the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation on Bill "An Act To Change the Formula for Calculation of the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax"

(H.P. 1633)  (L.D. 2270)

Reporting that it be REFERRED to the Committee on TAXATION pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 107.

Report was READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill REFERRED to the Committee on TAXATION.

Sent for concurrence.
_________________________________

CONSENT CALENDAR

First Day

In accordance with House Rule 519, the following items appeared on the Consent Calendar for the First Day:

(S.P. 765)  (L.D. 1971) Bill "An Act Concerning Gasoline Station Vapor Recovery Requirements"  Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-465)

(S.P. 866)  (L.D. 2239) Resolve, To Name a Road in Dexter after Harold Alfond  Committee on TRANSPORTATION reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-466)

(H.P. 1609)  (L.D. 2248) Bill "An Act To Delete Outdated References to Rule 42 of the Maine Rules of Criminal Procedure from the Maine Bail Code and the Provision Allowing for Appeals by Aggrieved Contemnors"  Committee on JUDICIARY reporting Ought to Pass

(H.P. 390)  (L.D. 507) Bill "An Act Recognizing Native American Religion in Maine Prisons and Jails"  Committee on JUDICIARY reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-784)

(H.P. 1446)  (L.D. 2062) Bill "An Act Regarding Education Laws"  Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-780)

(H.P. 1515)  (L.D. 2133) Bill "An Act To Establish Consistent Consumer Protections for Cable and Video Programming Customers" (EMERGENCY)  Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-777)

(H.P. 1527)  (L.D. 2147) Bill "An Act To Ensure That State Government Is a Model Employer of People with Disabilities"  Committee on STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-776)

(H.P. 1596)  (L.D. 2235) Bill "An Act To Sustain Maine's Core Wastewater Licensing Program and Adjust Related Provisions"  Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-779)

(H.P. 1598)  (L.D. 2237) Resolve, Authorizing the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands To Convey Certain Lands  Committee on AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-783)

There being no objections, the above items were ordered to appear on the Consent Calendar tomorrow under the listing of Second Day.
_________________________________

CONSENT CALENDAR

Second Day

In accordance with House Rule 519, the following items appeared on the Consent Calendar for the Second Day:

(S.P. 836)  (L.D. 2176) Bill "An Act Relating to Studded Tires"  (C. "A" S-462)

(S.P. 837)  (L.D. 2177) Bill "An Act To Correct the Law Regarding Portability of Pension Benefits for Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters"  (C. "A" S-464)

(H.P. 1502)  (L.D. 2122) Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 64:  Maine School Facilities Program and School Revolving Renovation Fund, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Education (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 1544)  (L.D. 2170) Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 10: Rules for Exemptions to the Ban on Flavored Cigarettes and Cigars, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of the Attorney General (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 1391)  (L.D. 1953) Bill "An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to the Department of Corrections"  (C. "A" H-769)

(H.P. 1407)  (L.D. 2023) Bill "An Act To Repeal the Cap on Rental Rates for State Submerged Lands"  (C. "A" H-770)

(H.P. 1477)  (L.D. 2091) Bill "An Act To Protect Life Insurance Consumers"  (C. "A" H-774)

(H.P. 1504)  (L.D. 2124) Bill "An Act To Prevent the Theft of Certain Metals"  (C. "A" H-771)

(H.P. 1569)  (L.D. 2200) Bill "An Act To Ensure Full Payment of Annuity Death Benefits"  (C. "A" H-772)

(H.P. 1588)  (L.D. 2222) Resolve, To Assist Maine's Forest Products Industry (EMERGENCY)  (C. "A" H-775)

No objections having been noted at the end of the Second Legislative Day, the Senate Papers were PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended in concurrence and the House Papers were PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED or PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended and sent for concurrence.
_________________________________

BILLS IN THE SECOND READING
Senate

Bill "An Act Regarding the Recommendations of the Committee To Study Appropriate Funding of the State Police"

(S.P. 888)  (L.D. 2259)
House as Amended

Bill "An Act To Improve Funding for the State Snowmobile Trail System"

(H.P. 482)  (L.D. 633)
(C. "A" H-773)

Reported by the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading, read the second time, the Senate Paper was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED in concurrence and the House Paper was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended and sent for concurrence.
_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________

ENACTORS

Emergency Measure

An Act To Allow Changes of Beneficiaries under the Maine Public Employees Retirement System

(S.P. 790)  (L.D. 1996)
(C. "A" S-453)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  136 voted in favor of the same and 0 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Emergency Measure

An Act To Provide Accessible Higher Education Financial Assistance for Maine Families

(S.P. 792)  (L.D. 1998)
(C. "A" S-447)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  134 voted in favor of the same and 0 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Emergency Measure

An Act To Validate Certain Proceedings Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds and Notes by the City of Brewer High School District

(S.P. 864)  (L.D. 2234)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  138 voted in favor of the same and 0 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Emergency Measure

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 157: CO2 Budget Trading Program Waiver and Suspension, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Environmental Protection

(H.P. 1538)  (L.D. 2164)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  123 voted in favor of the same and 11 against, and accordingly the Resolve was FINALLY PASSED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Bond Issue

An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Drinking Water Management

(S.P. 830)  (L.D. 2169)
(C. "A" S-449)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  In accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of Article IX of the Constitution, a two-thirds vote of the House being necessary, a total was taken.  127 voted in favor of the same and 8 against, and accordingly the Bond Issue was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________
Acts

An Act Regarding the Application of Term Limits for the State Board of Education

(H.P. 1380)  (L.D. 1944)
(C. "A" H-745)

An Act To Improve the Compliance and Accountability of the Child Development Services System

(S.P. 767)  (L.D. 1973)

An Act To Conform the Laws Governing Underground Oil Storage Tanks to the Requirements of the Federal Energy Policy Act

(H.P. 1456)  (L.D. 2072)
(H. "A" H-749 to C. "A" H-743)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed, PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Resolves

Resolve, To Require Rulemaking Concerning Landfill Gas and Odor Management

(S.P. 758)  (L.D. 1964)
(C. "A" S-450)

Resolve, Requiring the State To Use Valid Risk and Preventive Factors for Youth Programs

(S.P. 804)  (L.D. 2114)
(C. "A" S-448)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed, FINALLY PASSED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________


Resolve, To Adopt Respectful Language in Programs Affecting Developmental Services

(H.P. 1494)  (L.D. 2108)

Was reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.

On motion of Representative PERRY of Calais, was SET ASIDE.

On further motion of the same Representative, TABLED pending PASSAGE TO BE ENACTED and later today assigned.
_________________________________


The following items were taken up out of order by unanimous consent:
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The following matters, in the consideration of which the House was engaged at the time of adjournment yesterday, had preference in the Orders of the Day and continued with such preference until disposed of as provided by House Rule 502.

HOUSE DIVIDED REPORT - Majority (11) Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-756) - Minority (9) Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-757) - Committee on AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY and Committee on INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE on Bill "An Act To Maintain the Amount of State Land That Is Open for Hunting"

(H.P. 497)  (L.D. 648)
TABLED - March 18, 2008 (Till Later Today) by Representative JACKSON of Allagash.

PENDING - Motion of same Representative to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report.

Subsequently, the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.

The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-756) was READ by the Clerk.

Representative PIEH of Bremen PRESENTED House Amendment "A" (H-781) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-756), which was READ by the Clerk.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bremen, Representative Pieh.


Representative PIEH:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I stand today to present to you this Amendment that folds the Minority and the Majority Report together into one.


While I did feel the Majority Report was a solution looking for a problem, I do respect the issue that hunters have about protecting their lands that are available to them, and they feel under increasing pressure from private landowners and want to make sure that public lands continue to be available.


The Minority Report had an added part to it, to the report from the Public Lands that we get every year, saying that they would report to us on all public access changes, whether it is snowmobiling, hiking, horseback riding, bird watching, they would let us know any changes so that we could follow trends, and see if there are, indeed, any issues that need to be solved.  I encourage your support of this Amendment.  Thank you very much.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Allagash, Representative Jackson.


Representative JACKSON:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I just wanted to be on the record as saying that I do support the Amendment.  There is a movement in the state to take away hunting opportunities for some people, and this here will certainly keep what we currently have in place.  I support Representative Pieh's Amendment and, obviously, I support the original bill.


Representative SAVIELLO of Wilton REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ADOPT House Amendment "A" (H-781) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-756).

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Adoption of House Amendment "A" (H-781) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-756).  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 243

YEA - Adams, Annis, Austin, Ayotte, Babbidge, Barstow, Beaudette, Beaudoin, Beaulieu, Berry, Berube, Blanchard, Blanchette, Bliss, Boland, Brautigam, Briggs, Browne W, Bryant, Burns, Cain, Campbell, Canavan, Carey, Carter, Casavant, Cebra, Chase, Clark, Cleary, Connor, Cotta, Craven, Cray, Crockett, Crosthwaite, Curtis, Dill, Driscoll, Duchesne, Dunn, Eaton, Eberle, Edgecomb, Faircloth, Farrington, Finch, Finley, Fischer, Fisher, Fitts, Fletcher, Flood, Gerzofsky, Gifford, Giles, Gould, Greeley, Grose, Hamper, Hanley S, Harlow, Haskell, Hill, Hinck, Hogan, Jackson, Jacobsen, Johnson, Jones, Joy, Kaenrath, Knight, Koffman, Lansley, Lewin, Lundeen, MacDonald, Makas, Marean, Marley, Mazurek, McDonough, McFadden, McKane, McLeod, Miller, Millett, Mills, Miramant, Moore, Muse, Nass, Norton, Patrick, Pendleton, Peoples, Percy, Perry, Pieh, Pilon, Pineau, Pingree, Pinkham, Piotti, Plummer, Pratt, Prescott, Priest, Rand, Rector, Richardson D, Richardson W, Rines, Robinson, Rosen, Samson, Sarty, Savage, Saviello, Schatz, Silsby, Simpson, Sirois, Smith N, Strang Burgess, Sutherland, Sykes, Tardy, Theriault, Thibodeau, Thomas, Tibbetts, Treat, Trinward, Tuttle, Valentino, Vaughan, Wagner, Walker, Weaver, Webster, Weddell, Wheeler, Woodbury, Mr. Speaker.

NAY - NONE.

ABSENT - Conover, Duprey, Emery, Hayes, Watson.

Yes, 146; No, 0; Absent, 5; Excused, 0.

146 having voted in the affirmative and 0 voted in the negative, with 5 being absent, and accordingly House Amendment "A" (H-781) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-756) was ADOPTED.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-756) as Amended by House Amendment "A" (H-781) thereto was ADOPTED.  The Bill was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________


HOUSE REPORT - Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-768) - Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Update the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative"

(H.P. 1381)  (L.D. 1945)
TABLED - March 19, 2008 (Till Later Today) by Representative KOFFMAN of Bar Harbor.

PENDING - ACCEPTANCE OF COMMITTEE REPORT.

Subsequently, the Unanimous Committee Report was ACCEPTED.

The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-768) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.

The Bill was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________


HOUSE REPORT - Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-765) - Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Conserve Gasoline and Preserve Clean Air"

(H.P. 1440)  (L.D. 2056)
TABLED - March 19, 2008 (Till Later Today) by Representative HINCK of Portland.

PENDING - ACCEPTANCE OF COMMITTEE REPORT.

Subsequently, the Unanimous Committee Report was ACCEPTED.

The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-765) was READ by the Clerk.

Representative HINCK of Portland PRESENTED House Amendment "A" (H-786) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-765), which was READ by the Clerk.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Hinck.


Representative HINCK:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  This Amendment makes three changes that are agreed to by interested parties, and there is no opposition that I know of.


The first one is a correction to a definition adopted from the Code of Federal Regulations, which removes language applicable to the federal, not the state level.


The third one is also small; it was a math error.


The second one is the more substantive of the three.  That Amendment concerns the interplay between the trucking interests, and locations where loading and unloading takes place.  The truckers involved in developing this language for the idling bill, were concerned that on some occasions when there is idling, it can be caused by a loading or unloading facility.  When that language was presented in committee, there were some parties in the state that were concerned that they would be unduly responsible for operating a loading or unloading facility.  We have language here that makes clear the loading and unloading facilities are only responsible if they request the vehicles that are waiting to load and unload continue idling, and apparently that is not the practice and would not be the way to go, so once that clarification is in, both the trucking industry and the loading and unloading facilities agree.


The pulp and paper industry was involved in this, and I spoke at length with the good Representative from Wilton, my friend, Representative Saviello.  He actually proposed that in facilities that he operates, that there be a notice provided to truckers that they are encouraged not to idle, perhaps a reference to the law.  Any reading of this bill suggests that that is not actually needed, that is would be over and beyond the call of duty, but certainly if that was done, it would take care of any questions whatsoever and I said that would be fine.  This language has the agreement of all parties, and I present it.  Thank you very much.


Subsequently, House Amendment "A" (H-786) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-765) was ADOPTED.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-765) as Amended by House Amendment "A" (H-786) thereto was ADOPTED.

The Bill was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________


Under suspension of the rules, members were allowed to remove their jackets.
_________________________________

ENACTORS

Emergency Measure

An Act To Create the Maine Agriculture Protection Act

(S.P. 591)  (L.D. 1684)
(C. "A" S-455)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  138 voted in favor of the same and 0 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Emergency Measure

An Act to Amend the Laws Relating to Marks, Corporations, Limited Partnerships, Limited Liability Companies and Registered Agents

(S.P. 788)  (L.D. 1994)
(C. "A" S-457)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  139 voted in favor of the same and 0 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Emergency Measure

An Act To Update Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management Laws

(H.P. 1453)  (L.D. 2069)
(C. "A" H-752)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  138 voted in favor of the same and 0 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________
Acts

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Taxation of Partnerships

(S.P. 488)  (L.D. 1400)
(C. "B" S-460)

An Act To Clarify the Sales Tax on Prepared Meals

(S.P. 799)  (L.D. 2005)
(C. "A" S-461)

An Act To Allow Certain Assistance to Guides and Hunters

(H.P. 1475)  (L.D. 2089)
(C. "A" H-740)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed, PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

Resolves

Resolve, To Protect Public Health and Promote a Healthy Soft-shell Clam Industry

(H.P. 1423)  (L.D. 2039)
(C. "A" H-723)

Resolve, Regarding Public Safety and Protection Related to Gas and Electric Utilities

(S.P. 815)  (L.D. 2135)
(C. "A" S-454)

Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed, FINALLY PASSED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
_________________________________

ORDERS

On motion of Representative BARSTOW of Gorham, the following Joint Order:  (H.P. 1635)

ORDERED, the Senate concurring, that the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government is authorized to submit a bill to the House in the Second Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature on matters pertaining to the reporting requirements of boards and commissions listed in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 379.

READ and PASSED.

Sent for concurrence.  ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________

COMMUNICATIONS

The Following Communication: (H.C. 487)
SENATE OF MAINE

123RD LEGISLATURE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
March 20, 2008
Honorable Millicent M. MacFarland

Clerk of the House

2 State House Station

Augusta, ME  04333
Dear Clerk MacFarland:
Pursuant to my authority under Senate Rule 201.3, I am appointing myself to replace Senator Peggy Rotundo of Androscoggin as Senate Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs, effective immediately.
Please note this is a temporary appointment and will remain in effect until further notice.
Sincerely,
S/Beth Edmonds

President of the Senate

READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.
_________________________________

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Divided Reports

Majority Report of the Committee on CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY reporting Ought to Pass pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 84 on Bill "An Act To Increase the Number of Concealed Firearms Permit Reciprocity Agreements That Maine May Enter into with Other Eligible States"

(H.P. 1630)  (L.D. 2267)

Signed:


Senators:


DIAMOND of Cumberland


McCORMICK of Kennebec


SHERMAN of Aroostook


Representatives:


GERZOFSKY of Brunswick


GREELEY of Levant


HILL of York


HANLEY of Gardiner


PLUMMER of Windham


TIBBETTS of Columbia


HASKELL of Portland


SYKES of Harrison


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought Not to Pass pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 84 on same Bill.

Signed:


Representatives:


BLANCHETTE of Bangor


KAENRATH of South Portland


READ.

Representative GERZOFSKY of Brunswick moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 84 Report.

Representative BLANCHETTE of Bangor REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 84 Report.

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bangor, Representative Blanchette.


Representative BLANCHETTE:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  This report has come out of the Committee that I have served on for seven years, in my tenure in this House, and this particular item has come before us, I do believe, every session, in one form or another.  I congratulate the sponsors of these bills for their tenacity to keep bringing it back, but the facts have not changed.  If you want a report, then talk to our people in Public Safety, including our commissioner, our colonel in the State Police.  The standards that people are held accountable for in the State of Maine are much stricter than other states that allow people to bring in their concealed weapons, because they have a permit.


This is, to me, a bad move for Maine.  Maine is a very, very rural state, as you all know; we have a limited number of law enforcement officers that patrol our unorganized territories; patrol the Interstate 95, where one Representative from up north told me early this week that she was on the road for about 40 minutes before she ever met another car.  Well, guess what?  So is that trooper; they may never meet another car up there.  It would be sort of reassuring and a safety net for our public safety officials if we, in fact, knew who is coming into our state carrying a 
concealed weapon—are they of questionable character; are they of good moral character; do we want that person with a temper that is uncontrollable, maybe somebody cuts them off in traffic up in Medway and they whip out their concealed weapon.  This is a different world, and I am never going to vote to take away people's rights to bear arms and to hunt.  This is a rural state and I certainly respect that, and if someone wants to carry a concealed weapon and they are allowed to, they are licensed in this state so be it, but we need to know, and to allow people to come into this state that states have lesser standards than what we have carried on our books for years and have serves us well, not only is doing a disservice to the citizens in the State of Maine, but it is putting the very people that you have charged to protect you at danger.


You know, you need to ride with a trooper.  Go out with him on a patrol, or go to your municipality and ride with your municipal officers, and see how scary it is to pull someone over for a motor vehicle violation and you have to walk up to that car.  Have you ever noticed that they never come right up directly access to the window?  They are standing behind you, because they are watching what you are doing.  We know now who is carrying in this state, as we should.  We know they are of good moral character because that is one of our requirements.  Let's keep it that way.


There are 19 states—just for your information so you know—there are 19 states within the borders of the United States of America that I do not care what you do and who you are, will never allow you to bring a concealed weapon into their state; it is in their state constitution.  So what do these 19 states know that maybe we do not know?  Think about it.  If we allow this to pass and I know the Committee, it is overwhelming; I have three Senators on there that want to open up the borders and let everybody in with a gun; that is fine.  But what I am asking you to do is to think of what you are doing when you have your colonel and your State Police who have always spoken out against this; your public safety commissioner, who has to deal with this on a daily basis, is not happy, and they spent—let me tell you what happened when we were are doing the research:  400 odd billable hours to the Public Safety Department, to go in and research line item by line item, the constitutions of these other states.  That is a lot of money.  It tied up four troopers, and one intern from the University of Maine System, for the best part of the summer.  Money well spent, don't you think; especially, when I have people coming up the Maine Turnpike being clocked at 130 miles per hour.  Think over your priorities.  If somebody comes in here, do they need a gun?  If they do and they are duly licensed in the State of Maine, so be it, but I want Maine standards to supersede any other state when we give permission to carry a concealed weapon.  I thank you for your time and indulgence, Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Naples, Representative Cebra.


Representative CEBRA:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I am aghast.  I have read the Supplement, I have read the bill, and I read the Committee Report.  Nowhere in that Committee Report does it say that we allow, or are going to allow, people from states who have lower standards than the State of Maine to bring their firearms in to the State of Maine and shoot 'em up.  Nowhere does it say that.  Nowhere does it say in that Committee Report that we are going to lower our standards and allow the good citizens of the State of Maine to become victims to people who carry guns.  Nowhere does it say that in the Report.


The truth of this Report, the truth of the matter is that when you look at this Report and you look at the time that the Committee, the vast majority of the Committee spent on this bill, you will see that this allows responsible citizens, much like responsible citizens in the State of Maine, who have concealed carry permits to come to Maine, if their state has an equal to or greater than requirement than the State of Maine.  So where the idea of lowering our standards comes into this, apparently it is some sort of hyperbole.


What I would like to say, Mr. Speaker, is I would hope that the good members of this body support this amendment, and take the time to read the amendment and see what it actually says—it does not lower standards for anything.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Harrison, Representative Sykes.


Representative SYKES:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Let's make sure that we understand exactly what this bill does; it is pretty simple.


Currently, the statute says that the Colonel or the State Police may enter into a reciprocity agreement with two other states, as long as the standards are the same or stricter—just two other states.  This bill is pretty simple:  It changes the word "to" to "any," and the study says that there are only eight states that meet our standards or are stricter.


As far as knowing who has a concealed weapon permit, we do not know that now.  The State Police can issue these concealed weapon permits, the municipality, the selectman of the local police chief.  It would be a good idea, but it is costly to create a database.


Let's make sure, as I said, that we understand exactly what this does:  It changes the word "to" to "any," and the "any" means there is only eight other states that can qualify by being equal to or stricter than our concealed weapons permit laws.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Mexico, Representative Briggs.


Representative BRIGGS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  For me, some of you know that I do work at a municipality, and people come in and apply for the concealed weapon permits often, and also for renewals of these permits.  For us, we have to do a proper background check on each individual, and we have to get their authorization for us to notify certain institutions of their mental stability.  For me, I feel really comfortable and confident that our law enforcement does an excellent job with making sure that they authorize these permits to people who are able and capable of taking care of these, and being responsible.  I feel that other states who are doing the same and those citizens want to come into our state, I feel really confident that they would do the same thing, so we are just working together to allow them to come into our state and us to go into theirs.  I just feel really comfortable and confident that this is an okay bill to pass, and I support this.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Acceptance of the Majority Ought to Pass pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 84 Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 244

YEA - Adams, Annis, Austin, Ayotte, Barstow, Beaudette, Beaudoin, Beaulieu, Berry, Berube, Blanchard, Brautigam, Briggs, Browne W, Bryant, Burns, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Casavant, Cebra, Chase, Clark, Cleary, Connor, Cotta, Craven, Cray, Crockett, Crosthwaite, Curtis, Dill, Driscoll, Duchesne, Eaton, Eberle, Edgecomb, Faircloth, Farrington, Finch, Finley, Fischer, Fitts, Fletcher, Flood, Gifford, Giles, Gould, Greeley, Grose, Hamper, Hanley S, Harlow, Haskell, Hill, Hinck, Hogan, Jackson, Jacobsen, Johnson, Jones, Joy, Knight, Lansley, Lewin, Lundeen, MacDonald, Makas, Marley, Mazurek, McDonough, 
McFadden, McKane, McLeod, Miller, Millett, Mills, Moore, Muse, Nass, Patrick, Pendleton, Peoples, Percy, Perry, Pieh, Pilon, Pingree, Pinkham, Piotti, Plummer, Pratt, Prescott, Rand, Rector, Richardson D, Richardson W, Rines, Robinson, Rosen, Samson, Sarty, Savage, Saviello, Schatz, Silsby, Simpson, Sirois, Smith N, Strang Burgess, Sykes, Tardy, Theriault, Thibodeau, Thomas, Tibbetts, Treat, Tuttle, Valentino, Vaughan, Wagner, Walker, Weaver, Weddell, Wheeler, Woodbury, Mr. Speaker.

NAY - Babbidge, Blanchette, Bliss, Boland, Cain, Canavan, Dunn, Fisher, Gerzofsky, Kaenrath, Koffman, Miramant, Norton, Priest, Sutherland, Trinward, Watson, Webster.

ABSENT - Conover, Duprey, Emery, Hayes, Marean, Pineau.

Yes, 127; No, 18; Absent, 6; Excused, 0.

127 having voted in the affirmative and 18 voted in the negative, with 6 being absent, and accordingly the Majority Ought to Pass pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 84 Report was ACCEPTED.

The Bill was READ ONCE and was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________


Majority Report of the Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-778) on Bill "An Act To Allow Civil Penalties for Damaging Utility Property or for Theft of Utility Services"

(H.P. 1552)  (L.D. 2182)

Signed:


Senators:


BARTLETT of Cumberland


HOBBINS of York


SMITH of Piscataquis


Representatives:


BLANCHARD of Old Town


CURTIS of Madison


RINES of Wiscasset


BLISS of South Portland


FLETCHER of Winslow


ADAMS of Portland


FITTS of Pittsfield


BERRY of Bowdoinham


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought Not to Pass on same Bill.

Signed:


Representatives:


THIBODEAU of Winterport


HINCK of Portland


READ.

On motion of Representative BLISS of South Portland, the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.

The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-778) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.  The Bill was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________


Majority Report of the Committee on TRANSPORTATION reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-782) on Bill "An Act To Increase the Time Period for Motor Vehicle Inspections to 2 Years"

(H.P. 1498)  (L.D. 2112)

Signed:

Representatives:


BROWNE of Vassalboro


MAZUREK of Rockland


HOGAN of Old Orchard Beach


THOMAS of Ripley


CEBRA of Naples


THERIAULT of Madawaska


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought Not to Pass on same Bill.

Signed:


Senators:


DIAMOND of Cumberland


SAVAGE of Knox


Representatives:


MARLEY of Portland


PEOPLES of Westbrook


ROSEN of Bucksport


READ.

Representative MAZUREK of Rockland moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Marley.


Representative MARLEY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  As you can see on the Supplement, I am on the Minority Report.  This has been changed:  Initially the bill was to go to a strict two year inspection cycle; I had much more concern about that.  The bill before you has been modified and that was a compromise in the Committee.


I still have some concerns as far as, in one piece, if you have a vehicle that is under warranty and you drove it for two years, by the time you get back there to have an inspection, we have been told that you could go over the mileage of that warranty in that two year's time, which what would usually be covered under a warranty would then be the sole responsibility of the vehicle owner.  You may be saving $6 in southern Maine, I think $16 on the inspection sticker, but you could really be creating an unintended consequence for the public if they go beyond that on their warranties.


The other piece that we had in our Committee was the Fiscal Note—this has no fiscal note, by the way, in this biennium—but the fiscal impact in Fiscal Year 2009-2010, there is a net loss of the Highway Fund of $2,986,415—it is amazing how precise they can be—and it also has a fiscal loss to the General Fund of over $1 million, so there is no impact here.  You will be helping the public save $6, maybe $16; in the next biennium you will be facing these shortfalls in those two budgets, and on the Highway Fund side that is obviously going to be less roadwork, less construction, and I think you are simply going to be taking out of the consumer on wear and tear on the tire and on the vehicle, so that is why I oppose the motion before you.  Thank you.


Representative JACKSON of Allagash REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Berwick, Representative Burns.


Representative BURNS:  Mr. Speaker, may I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative BURNS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I have a question for committee members, and my question is regarding my concern 
for the use of calcium chloride and the adverse impact it has on fuel lines, brake lines, power steering units, power steering lines.  I have spoken to garages throughout the state—not a lot, I admit—but the ones that I have spoken to have reported to me that there has been an increase in the corrosion of these very important lines:  brake lines, fuel lines, power steering.  The failure rate of these, as a result of the corrosion directly related to the use of calcium chloride, is something that is not likely to be addressed if we go to a two year versus a one year inspection rate; and the harm that we do to public health and safety is my concern.


If the Committee members can mitigate my concerns, then I am likely to support this.  I am not clear:  Does this pertain to new vehicles, or does this pertain to all vehicles?  I need clarification on that.


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Berwick, Representative Burns, has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Old Orchard Beach, Representative Hogan.


Representative HOGAN:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  This does pertain to new vehicles; and new vehicles means the first time they have a title, so that would reference a new vehicle.


In regards to the calcium, I think that is a whole other bill; I am not sure that is even germane to this particular bill.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Wilton, Representative Saviello.


Representative SAVIELLO:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I will answer part of that, because one of my constituents from New Vineyard carefully pointed out to me that this is very damaging; whether it is a new vehicle or an old vehicle, it makes no difference.  He is very concerned about that, because he sees these vehicles come in to him all the time with these kinds of problems taking place; in fact, I finally had to ditch my poor red truck because it was eaten up.  I will be voting against this amendment.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bar Harbor, Representative Koffman.


Representative KOFFMAN:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  If you could see the other vehicle that I have at home, you would not support the Majority Report.  It fails inspection every year, and I make a major investment to keep it on the road because I do not want to buy a new one, but I sympathize with the public if this bill moves forward in its current form.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Marley.


Representative MARLEY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Representative Burns makes an excellent point as far as—he reminded me of the day we had the public hearing on this bill, we actually had the calcium chloride bill public hearing just before that, and all of these mechanics were coming in saying that is amazing, and many of you have probably gone in—I actually had my car inspected the same week, just ironically enough, so my own mechanic said, "Your fuel line is very rotted; it is really rusted."  If you look under your car, the corrosive nature of these chemicals that we are currently using on the roads is quite substantial, and we are trying to look and see what the impact is there.  But the two public hearings kind of melted into one, because a lot of these mechanics said off the record later, they said, "Boy, we listened to that inspection sticker discussion in public hearing, and some of these brake lines, we will say will pass through inspection.  But if we had to have them expect to go two years, they will not go two years, the brake lines, fuel lines," and that is an excellent point; I do not think we have a handle on that.  This is sort of a new issue that arose because we are using these new chemicals, and my understanding is that the industry is using a less, rust resistant coating on the steel, so there is a safety concern here as well.  That is why and I cannot speak for the majority of the Committee that is on the Majority Report, but I believe that is why they just went to the new vehicle piece, but I still think that given the corrosive nature of this, that is a real unknown that could affect safety.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Madawaska, Representative Theriault.


Representative THERIAULT:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  What I want to say on this issue is I believe this was partly a compromise.  Initially, it was going to be two years for all vehicles.  The reason I voted this way is because we are talking about a used vehicle; and if you want to talk about calcium, talk about it where I live.  I have a car, it is a 2006 and of course it was inspected after one year, but there is no problem with my brake lines and this kind of thing.  I think it is over exaggerated, so I would ask you to vote in favor of this.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Ripley, Representative Thomas.


Representative THOMAS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Calcium does rust brake lines, no ifs, ands or buts about it; but there are two reasons:  One reason is that calcium is corrosive; the other reason is that automobile manufacturers changed the coating they use on brake lines a few years ago, and the coating was not as corrosive resistant.  That coating has now been changed; that is one of the reasons that we went to only new cars, cars that have never been titled, the inspection would last two years.


One of the things I want to point out is we have all been frustrated by some of the fiscal notes that come on bills.  You put in a good bill that is not going to cost money and all of a sudden, it has a fiscal note that is just plain crazy.  This is one of those bills.  How on earth could letting a new car purchaser go for two years without getting an inspection sticker cost $2 million?  Think about it.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from South Portland, Representative Kaenrath.


Representative KAENRATH:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Just some brief background on this issue, since we have been hearing about all of this.


There are currently 19 U.S. states out of 50 that require annual motor vehicle inspections.  Seven of these states do it on a two year basis, and two of those states require inspections only after the car is four or five years old, so this is done in other parts of the country and there has not been any sacrificing of safety.  There was a study done by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration that six of the seven states with biennial inspections have lower rates of motor vehicle fatalities than Maine does currently on annual inspections.


We have also heard about the cold weather issue, the corrosive nature of the winters.  There are a lot of states with climates as harsh or more harsh, maybe not more harsh than ours, that do no inspection at all or a two year inspection including:  Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Idaho; even Alaska has no motor vehicle inspection at all.  I think this is a decent compromise; we are moving not to two years for all cars, but just the two years for brand new cars, so I would urge you to support the Majority Ought to Pass motion; and I think a roll call has already been 
requested.  Thank you very much.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Berwick, Representative Burns.


Representative BURNS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I want to thank the Committee members who answered my questions, or members of this body who answered my questions.  I would like to point out that my role as a legislator is to ensure the public health and safety.


I certainly, all of my life, have always resented the fact that I had to go get my vehicle inspected, because it was not just the fee that I paid for the inspection; there was always bad news to follow—always.  The fact that this pertains to new vehicles does mitigate my concerns but I would also like to point out that, again, my concern is public health and safety; and I know that they have put coatings on brake lines, but they have not put coatings on the nuts that connect the brake lines, they are still made of the same vulnerable metal, so I just want to point that out to you.


I understand that there are states, and I am grateful to the Representative who sponsored the bill for pointing out that there are 19 states that have this type of inspection frequency.  My concern there is that I live in New England and I believe he spoke to the cold weather states, but the trend is around calcium chloride and municipalities in New England are, every day, electing to use calcium chloride rather than the traditional sand/salt mix that we have used.


I am also grateful to Representative Thomas for pointing out that somewhere down the road, there are other substances that will be used that are not corrosive; and I am just wondering if the timing of this is appropriate.  I am just raising that question:  Is the timing appropriate, in light of the fact that the trend is to continue to use the corrosive substances because it is cheaper, and we are not quite at the point where we are using the non-corrosive substances and we still have vulnerable metals.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Calais, Representative Perry.


Representative PERRY:  Mr. Speaker, may I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose her question.


Representative PERRY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  It starts with new cars, and how long does that last?  How long is a new car, a new car?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Calais, Representative Perry has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Allagash, Representative Jackson.


Representative JACKSON:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I had a question I would like to ask too, but I figured I would answer Representative Perry's.  It does not last very long if you live where I am.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Old Orchard Beach, Representative Hogan.


Representative HOGAN:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  This is a bill really on who you want to listen to.


We had before us, Mr. Tom Brown of the Maine Automobile Association.  His only concern was what color sticker had to go on the cars because I guess this would create a difference, so he was all concerned about a sticker.  That was his major concern.


But also in agreement was the DOT, who supplies the salt and all that stuff that goes on the road.  They said that you do not want to get away from calcium; it is a huge expense to try to supplement that with something else.  That is it.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Kennebunk, Representative Babbidge.


Representative BABBIDGE:  Mr. Speaker, may I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative BABBIDGE:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I have never had any problem getting my car inspected during that first two year period, but the kind of issues that might come up would be having one member of the family in a new car use the parking brake and another member not use it, and having that parking brake not be usable after a certain amount of time as a result of abuse.


The other kind of thing that I could think that would be happening would be the damage done by potholes to a new car.  If, in fact, I am thinking of an alignment, but an alignment would not checked as far as I know, but of course damage to a tire or a wheel might be.


The other concern that I would have with a new car would be headlights being adjusted too high so that oncoming traffic is blinded.


My question is would any of these be directly addressed in an inspection, for those of you who are more informed than I am.  Thank you very much.


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Kennebunk, Representative Babbidge has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Ripley, Representative Thomas.


Representative THOMAS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Yes, I would like to answer that question.  As far as headlight alignment goes, the new car would get an original inspection with a two year sticker, but only cars that have never been titled, and so that initial inspection would include the headlight alignment and that should be fine for two years unless the car got in an accident.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Rockland, Representative Mazurek.


Representative MAZUREK:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Representative Perry asked the question what is new.  I do not know how you can define what is new.  It is like, what is old?  To some people, I am old; to other people, I might be young.  It is all a matter of the beholder.  You know, what is beauty?  It all depends who is asking the question and what they think is beautiful.  I look at something and say that is ugly, and someone else might say it is beautiful, so I do not know how you can define what is new.  But as far as this bill is concerned, a new car is a car that is the first time it gets a title.


As far as the calcium situation is concerned, I was at the public hearings and what I heard was mixed reports.  It depended on what mechanic you talked to about whether or not it was corrosive in two years or not, so I think there is no one definitive answer on whether or not two years it too long or too short for an inspection.  I think four years was too long, but I supported this because we were back to Committee Amendment "A" which said two years.  I feel that most cars, if you buy a new car, I do not think it is going to be corrosive in two years, so I am going to support this bill, and I wish somebody else would try to answer what is new, too, because I would like to know.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Rumford, Representative Patrick.


Representative PATRICK:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Colleagues of the House, Colleagues and dear Friends.  I rise in support of this idea because I have been blessed enough to be able to supply my wife with new vehicles.  I actually think that going three or four years without an inspection sticker would 
be okay, but when I look at the aspect of the Fiscal Note and hearing the good Representative from Portland say we do not have enough money to repair our roads and bridges, that troubles me.  How the Fiscal Note got on it, I think I can figure it out knowing how many people get new cars and how much it costs to sticker your vehicle, and knowing that really with the price of gas going up, people having cars that have mileage that is higher, were actually taking in more money, less money, on our gas tax.  The fact that half the time we do not support transportation bonds, we are not repairing our roads and bridges, that it is awful hard to get to a point where we are going to have enough money where we can even have vehicles to drive on the roads, so I probably won't be supporting this issue.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Allagash, Representative Jackson.


Representative JACKSON:  Mr. Speaker, may I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative JACKSON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I am asking if the Committee earlier had the bill on the calcium chloride and they know there is a safety factor using it, then I would like to know what the Committee actually did on the bill for calcium chloride.  I would also like to request a roll call to see if Representative Mazurek is old.


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Allagash, Representative Jackson has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Marley.


Representative MARLEY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I am going to try to answer that, as well as another one.


The definition of new vehicle surprisingly does not disinvolve that new vehicle smell, it means a vehicle that has not been previously titled and registered.  That actually was quite a task, to be able to come down to a firm definition of new vehicle.


As far as the calcium chloride bill, that bill did not pass out of the Committee.  The reason why, and it is kind of like this:  we are saying there are a lot of unknowns.  The Representative from Ripley, Representative Thomas, talked about other states that are going to actually a sugar based, less corrosive beet juice, I believe, product that can interact with the calcium chloride, and still allows for the melting but is not as corrosive.  I believe that is the good Representative Miramant's bill, to give credit where credit is due, and the Committee did not do that but we did do a committee letter to various departments—Public Safety, MDOT, communities—because we wanted to create a mechanism where they would report back and say how corrosive are their vehicles, start paying attention to the corrosive nature of their vehicles to the bridge infrastructure, the rebar and the concrete, so that we would have some comprehensive data on that because as we are using these products to save a few bucks now, we want to make sure we are not creating infrastructure deficits that are going to be tremendous in the future.  So that bill did not pass out of the Committee, it had an Ought Not to Pass, but we created a working group to continue studying that and report back, I believe, in two years time with that information about the corrosive nature of these chemicals.  I hope that answers that question.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Brewer, Representative Fisher.


Representative FISHER:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I might as well throw my two cents worth in, I have not spoken yet this month.


On the last question, it was a terrible dilemma, at least for me on the Committee and I think other members of the Committee, because in both aspects it deals with public safety.  If we had done away with the combinations of materials being put on the roads, the roads would not have been as safe to travel on.  At least in my view, with the combinations of materials being put down, the roads are a lot safer today than they were two, three, or five years ago.


The other side of the story is with this stuff that we are putting on, calcium chloride, there is pretty good evidence, as was brought to us by many of the people that run the shops around the state, that it is causing a disintegration of brake lines and what have you on cars, so it was a dilemma of public safety one way, safer roads, or keeping the stuff on the road and perhaps providing us with cars that are not quite so sound, so there is a great dilemma.  Can you get away with it for two years on a brand new car?  Probably yes.  The original bill did not restrict it to new cars, and I would have had a terrible problem with that and I think that you will notice that I am not on the Report for some reason; I was not there to vote.  I probably will vote with the majority today.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Vassalboro, Representative Browne.


Representative BROWNE:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  There has been a lot of real good questions asked here, and I would like to kind of extend this discussion.


First of all, you have to kind of wonder about the Fiscal Note that, I think our good House Chair might have had an extra zero there, I am not sure.  As always, you always kind of wonder about these fiscal notes.  We had $24,500 for designing this new sticker, so hopefully some of us in graphic arts could do that a little bit less expensive.  Also, they had some for a loss of revenue because they are not going to catch as many people not being inspected.  Some of these are really very questionable as far as I am concerned.


Again, this is one that only for new vehicles, and again, new is never been used, used has never been new, or something, I am not sure how that goes.  I think this is a decent bill.  It is not going to have anything to do with commercial vehicles.  You have a lot of questions, at least most of us do, on how they arrive at these fiscal notes.  We are getting entirely way from this discussion of calcium chloride, or sodium chloride, whatever on the roads.  Here we have a discussion, everybody wants to go regular speed 12 hours after a snowstorm, so we have safety and the environment versus the corrosive effect, and you have heard that not using a hexachromium alloy on the brake line so that they are more subject to corrosion, but again, I think we have a good discussion going.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Columbia, Representative Tibbetts.


Representative TIBBETTS:  Mr. Speaker, may I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative TIBBETTS:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I guess my question would be having been an officer, when it changed from biannual to annual for the inspection stickers, at that time I did not notice a lot of crashes due to the fact of motor vehicle failure because we had extended the inspection from six months to a year.


I guess my question, what I would like to do is have a question from anyone from the Committee:  Did anyone from Traffic Safety or the Department of Public Safety testify that this could be a danger to the motoring public and/or has there been an increase in accidents due to motor vehicle failure due to brake lines, corrosion and things of that nature.  Like I say, if there has 
been an increase due to motor vehicle failure due to corrosion of brake lines, steering lines, nuts, whatever, if anyone could answer that I would appreciate it.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Columbia Tibbetts, Representative Tibbetts has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  Seeing none.


The Chair recognizes the Representative from York, Representative Weaver.


Representative WEAVER:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  There is a very simple answer to the question of what is a new car, and I know all these inquiring minds would like to know.  You know, when you get that car and it has that new smell?  When it stops smelling good it is an old car, and I suggest we move on.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Camden, Representative Miramant.


Representative MIRAMANT:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Just because the calcium bill came up and that was mine, thanks to the Chair of Transportation for pointing out twice that it was killed in his committee, but part of it was that there is a range of chemicals, there is a range of costs, there is a range of effects on the water bodies, wells.  Canada has already been doing this study, and my mandatory cosponsors and I wanted this brought to this body so that we could have a full discussion, so that should be here in two years.  That was the success in many of our eyes for that.


On the inspection, I support this Majority Ought to Pass, as I was there listening to the Committee because our bills were heard one after the other, like the Representative's bill, even without the new car part, but the new car was a compromise for the length of time.  In working on cars, I have been changing a lot of brake lines as well, as a hobby, and we are finding that the coated lines, if nicked, have about the same life as the uncoated, where the nick is, it will break through.  The systems in the cars are redundant.  If one line breaks, usually they are crossed over so if people find that they have a leak, their light comes on, they bring it in, they still have brakes to bring it in.  The ones who go beyond that until there are no brakes is the same common sense problem we are dealing with, with boater safety and everything else:  they are probably going to cause a problem.  So that was a great compromise in a way.  I would have gone with the original bill even, but I think we will have a lot more information for you about how to deal with the road salt problem.


Then the last piece is that the mechanics who came, if you just said, "Do you support a longer time on the sticker," they would say "No, because of the rust."  I would say, "Well, how do you feel you are being supported by Public Safety about the inspection program?"  "Well, we probably have to err on the side of lines that are not necessarily flaking rust, but maybe look rusty, because if anything happens they will come after us and our license.  We are taking on a lot of responsibility without much direction sometimes."  Then they would not be so quick to say that it would not be nice to have a longer inspection period, so there is a range.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Durham, Representative Vaughan.


Representative VAUGHAN:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  It has been a very interesting discussion.  I ran a similar but sort of contrary bill, I heard many of the same arguments regarding the corrosive nature of melding solutions.  It kind of begs the bigger question, why are we trying to, in government intervention, make people's cars more dangerous by preserving their safety, by clearing the roads with these corrosive agents that also affect bridges, a big concern of mine.


Mr. Speaker, may I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative VAUGHAN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  The question I would like to ask is what environmental impact is dumping millions of tons of this corrosive agent having on our water, groundwater, and wildlife?  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Durham, Representative Vaughan has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Camden, Representative Miramant.


Representative MIRAMANT:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  In doing the research for the bill, I did get reports from the Canadian study that they were seeing groundwater pollution, well pollution; they were having to shut down wells and provide new ones for people; where roads crossed water bodies, they were starting to see aquifer deterioration.  They went on to say that because of the cost of the chemicals that would be less polluting, they just could not deal with it yet.  They did not deny that the problem is there, and the same with the DEP here in Maine, they are going to be part of the study and they already have information about some of these effects, the costs that we are ignoring, to pretend that we can buy $25 or $40 a ton sodium chloride, a little bit more for calcium.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Windham, Representative Bryant, and inquires as to why he rises.


Representative BRYANT:  Mr. Speaker, I fail to see the relevance to the bill itself.  We are talking way off the side of the road here, let's stay with the cars.


On POINT OF ORDER, Representative BRYANT of Windham asked the Chair if the remarks of the members were germane to the pending question.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair would affirm the Representative's concern.  I think we are off target.


The Chair reminded the members to confine their debate to the question before the House.

The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Acceptance of the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.
ROLL CALL NO. 245

YEA - Annis, Austin, Ayotte, Babbidge, Barstow, Beaulieu, Berry, Berube, Blanchard, Bliss, Brautigam, Briggs, Browne W, Burns, Cain, Campbell, Canavan, Carter, Casavant, Cebra, Clark, Cleary, Connor, Cotta, Cray, Crosthwaite, Curtis, Dill, Driscoll, Duchesne, Dunn, Eaton, Edgecomb, Faircloth, Finley, Fisher, Fitts, Flood, Gerzofsky, Gifford, Giles, Greeley, Hamper, Hanley S, Harlow, Hinck, Hogan, Jackson, Jacobsen, Johnson, Joy, Kaenrath, Knight, Lansley, Lewin, Lundeen, Marean, Mazurek, McDonough, McFadden, McKane, McLeod, Miller, Millett, Miramant, Moore, Muse, Nass, Norton, Percy, Perry, Pieh, Pingree, Pinkham, Plummer, Prescott, Priest, Richardson W, Rines, Robinson, Samson, Sarty, Savage, Simpson, Sirois, Smith N, Strang Burgess, Tardy, Theriault, Thibodeau, Thomas, Treat, Trinward, Tuttle, Vaughan, Weaver, Weddell, Wheeler, Woodbury, Mr. Speaker.

NAY - Adams, Beaudette, Beaudoin, Blanchette, Boland, Bryant, Carey, Chase, Craven, Crockett, Eberle, Farrington, Finch, Fischer, Fletcher, Gould, Grose, Haskell, Hill, Koffman, Makas, Marley, Mills, Patrick, Pendleton, Peoples, Pilon, Pratt, Rand, Rector, Richardson D, Rosen, Saviello, Schatz, Silsby, Sutherland, Tibbetts, Valentino, Wagner, Walker, Webster.

ABSENT - Conover, Duprey, Emery, Hayes, Jones, MacDonald, Pineau, Piotti, Sykes, Watson.

Yes, 100; No, 41; Absent, 10; Excused, 0.

100 having voted in the affirmative and 41 voted in the negative, with 10 being absent, and accordingly the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.

The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-782) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.  The Bill was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________
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READ.

Representative PATRICK of Rumford moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Rumford, Representative Patrick.


Representative PATRICK:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House, Colleagues, and Friends.  This is one of the bills that deals with the cribbage issue.


First of all, I would just like to explain to the body actually what happened to bring this to life:  The inspector from Public Safety, who was doing his normal job, went to an American Legion or VFW Hall, and in the course of doing his normal duty actually saw a couple people gambling, playing cribbage, and just nicely asked them if they knew they were in violation of the Statutes of the State of Maine.  They said, "No," and the guy said," This is what you have to do in order to become in compliance," and that turned into the aspect of that everyone is trying to dump on veterans and the whole nine yards.


I brought this bill forward on behalf of the Chief Executive, and what had happened was several of the groups that were directly involved went to his office and stated what their problem was and what their needs were.  At that point, the Chief Executive then gave me the opportunity to put this bill in to correct it.  This is one of four bills that will probably be coming forward and this corrects the need that they said they wanted.  At the time this happened, the law has been on the books for 30 years or better, and it was only a $1 bet and it cost a license of $7.50 for every cribbage board, and if someone wanted to have a tournament of say 40 players that probably would have been about $60 or higher, $60 to $120 per board if they were going to have singles or doubles.  What they asked for and which I agreed is a fairly significant from the change of the standpoint of the games of chance laws, is they asked that the limit go from $1 to $5, and they had actually asked to have the license cover 20 players, and this is from the standpoint of the Legion and the VFW.  But I also did some further investigating on my own in some small little church groups and stuff, and they said they actually have little tournaments of up to 40 players, and we had one person testify before the Committee that he attends normally on a regular basis, a 40 player tournament, or did before this bill come into effect.



So what the Amendment does is allow $5.  You can have a $5 entry fee and there can be 40 payers for a $30 license per year.  They characterize it as an increase, but if you look at the $7.50 per license per each board, it is actually a decrease of between $30 and $90, depending on how they set up the tournament.  We actually have tried, in this bill, to take care of the need that was brought forward with the veteran's issue, and I would ask you to support the motion.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gardiner, Representative Hanley.


Representative HANLEY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  This is not a good bill.  This is rushed very quickly from the Chief Executive's Office, up, to try to solve a problem.  It is not supported by the nonprofits; it is not supported by the American Legion or the VWFs.  Believe me; join me in voting this bill down.  There is a better bill coming.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Skowhegan, Representative Finley.


Representative FINLEY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Mr. Speaker, I feel compelled to speak on this bill for my late mother-in-law.  She played for probably 20 years, cribbage on Monday night and Wednesday night.  For a $5 fee they not only got to play cribbage, but they got to have a light lunch.  This was so meaningful for her; it was her highlight of the week.  I cannot tell you how many phone calls I have received from people who attended these games and how much it meant to them.


In my town of Skowhegan, the American Legion and the VFW both stopped having the games because they could not afford to do it.  She would be so excited when she would come home at night and say, "Boy, I won $5," and it meant so much to her.  The average median age, probably, of the people who attended these games might be 70, ranged anywhere from 60, and her 97 year old friend still wishes to play and is still very, very upset that she cannot.


I also heard from someone else who lives in town, who maybe could have driven to Madison but cannot drive at night.  This seems very small, I know, but to these folks it is absolutely the highlight of their week.  It is not only good for them socially, it is good for them to keep them mentally active, and I ask you to please support this bill.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Waterville, Representative Trinward.


Representative TRINWARD:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I stand to rise to support the bill.  I would just like to share with the House that the Committee worked very hard to try to make the process easier for these organizations.  It is a one time, yearly registration fee of $30.  It eliminates the $7.50 a board registration.  An organization can pay $30 a year; some organizations are playing hearts, some 
are playing cribbage.  It allows 40 participants at a time and they can do this without any problem, and it simplifies the process.  We worked very hard, we had a lot of testimony in our committee, and I would urge all of you to support this.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Waterboro, Representative Jacobsen.


Representative JACOBSEN:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  For a number of years, I opened my restaurant on Thursday mornings to a group of seniors in the Town of Waterboro, in that area.  Parks and Rec in the town also got involved after awhile with this program.  The seniors would come in, play cribbage, have coffee, and I also gave them gift certificates for prizes.  This turned out to be a major event in town for the senior citizens in the surrounding areas; in fact, it got big enough so they moved out of the restaurant into the fire station and the town hall.


I do not believe that we need legislation covering these organizations that are putting on programs for our senior citizens.  I think it is totally ridiculous that we have to legislate something like this.  I believe the legislation should exempt all of these organizations.  We do not have a major gambling problem with seniors; we have a major problem not letting them have fun.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Rumford, Representative Patrick.


Representative PATRICK:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House, Colleagues, and Friends.  I rise a second time to just re-clarify the law that was on the books that was restrictive and prohibitive, had been on the books for 30 years.  I have devoted 35 years of my life to nonprofits and have always been willing to step forward for the benefit of all nonprofits, no matter whether they were veterans' organizations, fraternal organizations, or anyone.  This bill actually reduces the restrictions and lowers the cost to doing this.  I took into consideration everything that I had heard, and I cannot comment on the other bills that are coming before you but they do address other aspects.


The idea of having any oversight of cribbage in itself, when there is no gambling involved, anyone can play cribbage anywhere they want to, every nonprofit can have cribbage.  The idea of it is when they gamble.  I will say that the aspect of the nonprofit organizations in the State of Maine is at least a $50 million gambling business.  I am not saying that the little church groups that I go to and I have seen them play, I want them to do that in the least restrictive manner and to have as much as they want, in that this bill covers one segment of our society that wants to have a group of 20, 30, 40 people with a minimal charge, because I do not think Public Safety thinks any one of them are going to do anything wrong, but there are those who do play cribbage for $20, $50 a game, and we have to regulate them as well, but what we are doing is looking to softening what the problem was for a specific group.


With the Chief Executive's bill, he only wanted to have 20 players.  We heard from the small church groups and stuff that they do have as many as 40 players, so this is actually helping out an awful lot. It may not cover everything that anyone brought to the Committee, but there are going to be bills that are coming before you in the future that you will have a chance to do a lot more if you so choose, but this is the bill that will take care of the issue that was brought forward to us.  We had an awful lot of debate on this issue, on all of the issues that were brought forward, and this is an important issue, to me and to all of the Committee members.  It is a 12-1 Report, and I would urge your support of the bill.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bethel, Representative Carter.


Representative CARTER:  Mr. Speaker, may I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Is there any reason, if we pass this, that we cannot pass the bill that Representative Hanley was talking about coming forward?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Bethel, Representative Carter has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gardiner, Representative Hanley.


Representative HANLEY:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I suppose you could, but why don't you just wait and pass mine; it is a much better bill.


Representative FAIRCLOTH of Bangor REQUESTED that the Clerk READ the Committee Report.

The Clerk READ the Committee Report in its entirety.

The same Representative REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Lexington Township, Representative Pinkham.


Representative PINKHAM:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  As the lone descender on this bill, I wanted to give my reasons.  My reasons pretty much reflect exactly what Representative Jacobsen said that, in my opinion, that the small nonprofits, whether they be church groups or veterans groups, or whatever, that we should have hands off them and let them play their games, without restriction from the state and the oversight of the Department of Public Safety.  Representative Hanley has a bill—and I like the question that was asked—that if we pass this one, there is a bill that I do support which is Representative Hanley's bill, and that one does exactly what I have just said.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gardiner, Representative Hanley.


Representative HANLEY:  Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  You know, I think the question is—I do not want to get too far off track—do we need the State Police to regulate these groups and organizations, do we need this oversight and regulation?  Why can't we leave these nonprofits alone and just let them play cards, let them have their cribbage tournaments without harassing them.  Does a snowmobile club have to fax 67 pages of information to the State Police to have a poker run?  I think that is what this whole debate is going to settle on, is do we need to regulate and control this.  I do not think we do.  I am not supporting the bill, and I assure you that there is something better coming.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Acceptance of the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 246

YEA - Babbidge, Barstow, Beaudette, Beaudoin, Berry, Berube, Blanchard, Bliss, Boland, Brautigam, Briggs, Bryant, Cain, Canavan, Carey, Carter, Cleary, Connor, Craven, Crockett, Dill, Duchesne, Dunn, Eberle, Faircloth, Farrington, Finch, Finley, Fischer, Fitts, Fletcher, Flood, Giles, Harlow, Hinck, Hogan, Jackson, Kaenrath, Knight, Koffman, Lundeen, Makas, Marean, Marley, Mazurek, Millett, Mills, Moore, Muse, Nass, Norton, Patrick, Peoples, Percy, Perry, Pieh, Pingree, Pratt, Priest, Rand, Rines, Robinson, Rosen, Samson, Savage, Silsby, Simpson, Sirois, Smith N, Strang Burgess, Sutherland, Tardy, Thibodeau, 
Treat, Trinward, Tuttle, Valentino, Wagner, Weaver, Webster, Weddell, Woodbury, Mr. Speaker.

NAY - Adams, Annis, Austin, Ayotte, Beaulieu, Blanchette, Browne W, Burns, Campbell, Casavant, Cebra, Chase, Clark, Cotta, Cray, Crosthwaite, Curtis, Driscoll, Eaton, Edgecomb, Gifford, Gould, Greeley, Grose, Hamper, Hanley S, Haskell, Hill, Jacobsen, Johnson, Joy, Lansley, Lewin, McDonough, McFadden, McKane, McLeod, Miller, Miramant, Pendleton, Pilon, Pinkham, Piotti, Plummer, Prescott, Rector, Richardson D, Sarty, Saviello, Schatz, Theriault, Thomas, Tibbetts, Vaughan, Walker, Wheeler.

ABSENT - Conover, Duprey, Emery, Fisher, Gerzofsky, Hayes, Jones, MacDonald, Pineau, Richardson W, Sykes, Watson.

Yes, 83; No, 56; Absent, 12; Excused, 0.

83 having voted in the affirmative and 56 voted in the negative, with 12 being absent, and accordingly the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.

The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-787) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.  The Bill was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
_________________________________


Majority Report of the Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-785) on Bill "An Act To Protect Children in Vehicles from Secondhand Smoke"

(H.P. 1396)  (L.D. 2012)

Signed:


Senators:


BRANNIGAN of Cumberland


MARRACHÉ of Kennebec


RAYE of Washington


Representatives:


PERRY of Calais


GROSE of Woolwich


MILLER of Somerville


BEAUDOIN of Biddeford


CONNOR of Kennebunk


CAMPBELL of Newfield


LEWIN of Eliot


FINLEY of Skowhegan


JONES of Mount Vernon


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought Not to Pass on same Bill.

Signed:


Representative:


WALKER of Lincolnville


Representative SOCTOMAH of the Passamaquoddy Tribe - of the House - supports the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-785) Report.


READ.

Representative MILLER of Somerville moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.

On further motion of the same Representative, TABLED pending her motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report and later today assigned.
_________________________________

SENATE PAPERS

Bill "An Act To Promote Municipal Wind Generation Development"

(S.P. 893)  (L.D. 2266)

Came from the Senate, REFERRED to the Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY and ordered printed.

REFERRED to the Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY in concurrence.
_________________________________


The following Joint Order:  (S.P. 894)

ORDERED, the House concurring, that when the House and Senate adjourn, they do so until Tuesday, March 25, 2008.  The House will convene at 9:00 and the Senate at 10:00 in the morning.

Came from the Senate, READ and PASSED.

READ and PASSED in concurrence.
_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________


On motion of Representative CLARK of Millinocket, the House adjourned at 11:53 a.m., until 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 25, 2008 pursuant to the Joint Order (S.P. 894).

	Glenn Cummings, Speaker
	Millicent M. MacFarland, Clerk
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