ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

7th Legislative Day

Tuesday, January 23, 2001



	The House met according to adjournment and was called to order by the Speaker.

	Prayer by Reverend Elizabeth Bachelder, Highland Avenue United Methodist Church, Gardiner.

	Pledge of Allegiance.

	The Journal of Thursday, January 18, 2001 was read and approved.

_________________________________



SENATE PAPERS

	The following Joint Order:  (S.P. 53)

	ORDERED, the House concurring, that the Joint Rules be amended by amending Joint Rule 301, subsection 5 to read:

	5.  Other Tasks.  Performing other tasks assigned to them, including, but not limited to, reviewing specific provisions of law, conducting studies on assigned topics, issuing reports on policy and legal issues of interest to the Legislature, reporting out specific legislation pursuant to joint order and authorizing the annual budgets of certain counties.

	There are 17 joint standing committees, which must be appointed at the commencement of the first regular session and which exercise jurisdiction in the following areas:

	Agriculture, conservation and forestry

	Appropriations and financial affairs

	Banking and insurance

	Business, research and economic development

	Criminal justice

	Education and cultural affairs

	Health and human services

	Inland fisheries and wildlife

	Judiciary

	Labor

	Legal and veterans affairs

	Marine resources

	Natural resources

	State and local government

	Taxation

	Transportation

	Utilities and energy

	Came from the Senate, READ and PASSED.

	READ.

	On motion of Representative COLWELL of Gardiner, TABLED pending PASSAGE and later today assigned.

_________________________________



	The following Joint Order:  (S.P. 54)

	ORDERED, the House concurring, that the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs shall report out, to the Senate, no later than February 15, 2001, a bill that increases general purpose aid spending for fiscal year 2001-02 by 5%.

	Came from the Senate, READ and PASSED.

	READ.

	Representative COLWELL of Gardiner moved that the Joint Order be TABLED until later in today's session pending PASSAGE.

	Representative BRUNO of Raymond REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to TABLE.

	More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

	The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is to Table.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 8

	YEA - Ash, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Goodwin, Gooley, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Koffman, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marley, Matthews, Mayo, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, Michaud, Mitchell, Muse C, Nass, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Rosen, Simpson, Skoglund, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tobin D, Tracy, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Winsor, Mr. Speaker.

	NAY - Andrews, Annis, Belanger, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Buck, Bumps, Carr, Chase, Chick, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Davis, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Labrecque, Ledwin, Lovett, MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, McNeil, Mendros, Michael, Morrison, Murphy E, Murphy T, Muse K, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Peavey, Perkins, Pinkham, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin J, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Young.

	ABSENT - Bagley, Baker, Estes, Kane, Landry, Marrache, Savage, Smith, Stanley.

	Yes, 86; No, 56; Absent, 9; Excused, 0.

	86 having voted in the affirmative and 56 voted in the negative, with 9 being absent, and accordingly the Joint Order was TABLED pending PASSAGE and later today assigned.

_________________________________



	At this point, a message came from the Senate, borne by President Pro Tem Bennett of Oxford of that Body, proposing a Joint Convention of both branches of the Legislature to be held in the Hall of the House at 6:45 in the evening for the purpose of extending to His Excellency, Governor Angus S. King, Jr., an invitation to attend the Convention and to make such communication as pleases him.

_________________________________



	Thereupon the House voted to concur in the proposal for a Joint Convention to be held at 6:45 in the evening and the Speaker appointed Representative COLWELL of Gardiner to convey this message to the Senate.

_________________________________



	The following Joint Order:  (S.P. 55)

	ORDERED, the House concurring, that the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife report out, to the Senate, a bill that promotes and enhances disabled persons' access to hunting, fishing and trapping opportunities.

	Came from the Senate, READ and PASSED.

	READ and PASSED in concurrence.

_________________________________

�COMMUNICATIONS

	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 28) 

STATE OF MAINE�120TH LEGISLATURE

January 8, 2001

Honorable Angus S. King, Jr.

Governor of Maine

1 State House Station

Augusta ME 04333

Dear Governor King:

We are pleased to invite you to deliver the State of the State message at a Joint Session of the 120th Maine Legislature on Tuesday, January 23, 2001 at 7:00 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you then.

Sincerely,

S/Michael H. Michaud

President of the Senate

S/Michael V. Saxl

Speaker of the House

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 29)

STATE OF MAINE

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

1 STATE HOUSE STATION

AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333-0001

January 18, 2001

The Honorable Michael H. Michaud

President of the Senate

State House

Augusta Maine 04333

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl

Speaker of the House

State House

Augusta Maine 04333

Dear President Michaud and Speaker Saxl:

It is with pleasure that I accept your invitation to address a Joint Session of the 120th Maine Legislature on January 23, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. to deliver the State-of-the-State address.

I look forward to working with the 120th Legislature during its First Regular Session and to seeing everyone on the 23rd.

Sincerely,

S/Angus S. King, Jr.

Governor

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



PETITIONS, BILLS AND RESOLVES REQUIRING REFERENCE

	The following Bills were received, and upon the recommendation of the Committee on Reference of Bills were REFERRED to the following Committees, ordered printed and sent for concurrence:

_________________________________



AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

	Bill "An Act to Protect Animals and Ensure the Public Has Notice Regarding Veterinary Fees and Care"

(H.P. 228) (L.D. 265)

Presented by Representative GLYNN of South Portland.

Cosponsored by Senator PENDLETON of Cumberland and Representative: LOVETT of Scarborough.

_________________________________



APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

	Bill "An Act to Create the Maine EPSCoR Capacity Fund"

(H.P. 198) (L.D. 228)

Presented by Representative TESSIER of Fairfield.

Cosponsored by Senator GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock and Representatives: BELANGER of Caribou, GOODWIN of Pembroke, HONEY of Boothbay, KOFFMAN of Bar Harbor.



	Bill "An Act to Provide a Matching Fund Grant to the Maine Maritime Academy"

(H.P. 201) (L.D. 231)

Presented by Representative McKENNEY of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Senator SAWYER of Penobscot and Representatives: LEDWIN of Holden, PERKINS of Penobscot, ROSEN of Bucksport, Senator: YOUNGBLOOD of Penobscot.



	Bill "An Act to Make Additional Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government and Change Certain Provisions of State Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2001" (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 227) (L.D. 262)

Presented by Representative BERRY of Livermore. (GOVERNOR'S BILL)

Cosponsored by Senator GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock and Representative: NASS of Acton, Senator: MILLS of Somerset.

_________________________________



	Subsequently, Representative COLWELL of Gardiner reported that he had delivered the message with which he was charged.

_________________________________



PETITIONS, BILLS AND RESOLVES REQUIRING REFERENCE

	The following Bills and Resolve were received, and upon the recommendation of the Committee on Reference of Bills were REFERRED to the following Committees, ordered printed and sent for concurrence:

_________________________________



BANKING AND INSURANCE

	Bill "An Act to Clarify the Application of the Definitions of 'Medical Necessity' and 'Medically Appropriate Health Care'"

(H.P. 216) (L.D. 251)

Presented by Representative RICHARDSON of Brunswick.

Cosponsored by Senator ABROMSON of Cumberland and Representatives: COTE of Lewiston, DUDLEY of Portland, GERZOFSKY of Brunswick, MAILHOT of Lewiston, MAYO of Bath, O'NEIL of Saco, SULLIVAN of Biddeford, Senator: LaFOUNTAIN of York.



	Bill "An Act to Limit the Interest Rate Charged on Debt to 29 Percent"

(H.P. 221) (L.D. 256)

Presented by Representative GOODWIN of Pembroke.

Cosponsored by Representative: CLARK of Millinocket.

_________________________________

�

BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

	Bill "An Act to Promote Economic Development in Rural Maine"

(H.P. 213) (L.D. 248)

Presented by Representative GOOLEY of Farmington.

Cosponsored by Senator FERGUSON of Oxford and Representatives: CARR of Lincoln, McGLOCKLIN of Embden, NASS of Acton, PINEAU of Jay, SHERMAN of Hodgdon, TOBIN of Dexter, Senators: KILKELLY of Lincoln, KNEELAND of Aroostook.



	Bill "An Act to Amend the Rule-making Process Regarding the State's Plumbing Code" (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 214) (L.D. 249)

Presented by Representative TOBIN of Windham.

Cosponsored by Senator TURNER of Cumberland and Representatives: CLARK of Millinocket, CLOUGH of Scarborough, DUDLEY of Portland, KANE of Saco, McLAUGHLIN of Cape Elizabeth, MURPHY of Kennebunk, RICHARDSON of Brunswick.

_________________________________



	Bill "An Act to Establish Returnable Tobacco Products and to Create the Returnable Tobacco Products Fund"

(H.P. 223) (L.D. 258)

Presented by Representative BROOKS of Winterport.

Cosponsored by Representatives: ASH of Belfast, COWGER of Hallowell, HATCH of Skowhegan, PERKINS of Penobscot, TWOMEY of Biddeford, USHER of Westbrook, WHEELER of Eliot, Senator: YOUNGBLOOD of Penobscot.

	Committee on BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT suggested.

	On motion of Representative RICHARDSON of Brunswick, TABLED pending REFERENCE and later today assigned.

_________________________________



	At this point, the Senate came and a Joint Convention was formed.  

_________________________________



IN CONVENTION

	The President of the Senate, the Honorable Michael H. Michaud, in the Chair.

	The Convention was called to order by the Chair.

_________________________________



	On a motion of Senator Daggett from Kennebec, it was

ORDERED, that a committee be appointed to wait upon the Honorable First Lady Mary Herman, Honorable members of the Judiciary, the Constitutional Officers of the State of Maine, the State Auditor and members of the Governor's Cabinet and staff, inviting them to attend this Joint Convention.

	The order was Read and Passed.

	The Chair will appoint the following:

	The Sen. from Penobscot, Sen. YOUNGBLOOD,

	The Sen. from Androscoggin, Sen. ROTUNDO

	The Rep. from Portland, Rep. MCDONOUGH

	The Rep. from Skowhegan, Rep. HATCH

	The Rep. from Topsham, Rep. LESSARD

	The Rep. from Cape Elizabeth, Rep. MCLAUGHLIN

	The Rep. from Newport, Rep. KASPRZAK

	The Rep. from Berwick, Rep. MURPHY

	The Rep. from Levant, Rep. CHASE

	The Rep. from Milford, Rep. HASKELL

	The Rep. from Auburn, Rep. MICHAEL

	Subsequently, the Senator from Penobscot, Rep. Youngblood, for the Committee, reported that the Committee had delivered the message with which we were charged and we are pleased to report that the First Lady, the honorable members of the Judiciary, the Constitutional Officers, the State Auditor and members of the Governor's Cabinet and staff will attend forthwith.

_________________________________



	The Chair recognized in the House Gallery, the First Lady of the State of Maine, Mary Herman; the Members of the Judiciary; Susan Calkins, Maine Supreme Court Justice; Paul Rudman, Maine Supreme Court Justice; Howard Dana, Maine Supreme Court Justice; Secretary of State, Dan Gwadosky; Attorney General, G. Steven Rowe; State Treasurer, Dale McCormick; State Auditor, Gail Chase; and members of the Governor's Cabinet and staff.

_________________________________



	On a motion by Senator Bennett of Oxford, it was

ORDERED that a committee be appointed to wait upon the Honorable Angus S. King, Jr., Governor of the State of Maine, and extend to him an invitation to attend this Convention and make such communication as pleases him.

	The Order was Read and Passed.

	The Chair appointed the following:

	The Sen. from Hancock, Sen. GOLDTHWAIT

	The Sen. from Penobscot, Sen. CATHCART

	The Sen. from Somerset, Sen. MILLS

	The Rep. from Livermore, Rep. BERRY

	The Rep. from Lewiston, Rep. MAILHOT

	The Rep. from Fairfield, Rep. TESSIER

	The Rep. from Portland, Rep. BRANNIGAN

	The Rep. from Harpswell, Rep. ETNIER

	The Rep. from Greenville, Rep. JONES

	The Rep. from Acton, Rep. NASS

	The Rep. from Norway, Rep. WINSOR

	The Rep. from Caribou, Rep. BELANGER

	The Rep. from Bucksport, Rep. ROSEN

	Subsequently, Senator Goldthwait of Hancock, for the Committee, reported that the Committee had delivered the message with which it was charged and are pleased to report that the Honorable Angus S. King, Jr., Governor of the State of Maine, will attend forthwith.

_________________________________



	The Chair is pleased to welcome the Honorable Angus S. King, Jr., Governor of the State of Maine accompanied by the Honorable Daniel E. Wathen, Chief Justice of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court.

_________________________________



	Governor Angus S. King, Jr., then addressed the Convention.

	Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Mr. President Pro Tem, Mr. Chief Justice, Members of the 120th Legislature, Citizens of Maine.

	In each of the past six years, I have come before you at this time to report on the State of the State, to take stock of where we are and, more importantly, where we want to be. I’ve talked 

�about the ice storm and the economy, cigarettes and the economy, agriculture and the economy, education and the economy, and, last year, our friend Chuck Cianchette and the economy. 

	If there’s a pattern here, I plead guilty – for my central guiding principal over the past six years has been that the support of a strong and vibrant free-enterprise economy is the most important thing any of us in this building can do for the people of Maine, no matter what our political or ideological goals. 

	As a direct result of the strength of the Maine economy, we have had the enviable task of coping with wave after wave of revenue surplus – funding long-deferred maintenance on our public infrastructure, cutting taxes by more than $450 million, building up the Rainy Day Fund from $6.4 million to $143 million, embarking upon a visionary land conservation effort, making the largest two-year investment in our schools – both buildings and programs – in the history of the state, and undertaking an historic initiative – linking our University and the private sector – in research and development – that will change the face of Maine. 

	But all of this progress came from the same place: the growing economy of Maine. Greater prosperity, more people making more money, and, yes, paying taxes is what underlies all the achievements I mentioned. 

	My commitment to better jobs, better pay, better benefits in Medway and Madison as well as Sanford and Scarborough has not, and will not, flag, for whatever we want to do for our people – whether in education, health care, domestic violence, environmental protection, or research and development – it all rests on jobs and economic growth. During the course of this legislative session and throughout the next two years, I will bend my energies to this task, of that, you should have no doubt.

	Tonight, however, I want to talk about the economy through the lens of our children, and in the process focus on two basic ideas – community and opportunity – and, if we can preserve the one and seize the other, we will shape a great future for Maine. 

	Before turning to community, however, let me at least outline some important initiatives I will bring before you this winter, without details tonight, but with much more discussion to come. I just want to list some things that are coming.

	First, I will be offering a set of proposals to make private health insurance more affordable for individuals and small businesses, to contain health care costs, and to empower consumers through information and incentives so that they may play an increased role in determining their own health care future. 

	Next, we will continue the fight I declared here last year against “Public Enemy #1” by reaffirming zero tolerance towards domestic and sexual abuse. In the past year, a great deal of momentum has developed on this issue, and I welcome the opportunity to work with this Legislature and dedicated organizations across the state to continue the fight against this intolerable plague. 

	We will pursue policies that encourage and enable the development of affordable housing for all Maine people, and I urge every Maine community to make housing for its lower income families and elderly a moral and economic imperative. When it comes to housing, NIMBY has no place in Maine.

	We will work together to increase the number of college graduates in Maine using earnings from the NEXTGEN college savings program and working with the newly created MELMAC education foundation to provide scholarship dollars to Maine students. This initiative, when coupled with the growing resources allocated to Research and Development proposed in my budget, give us a running start on the goal of “30 and 1,000”, 30 percent of Maine’s adults with college degrees and $1,000 in R and D investment behind each Maine worker. If we can accomplish that, the future is ours.

	We will continue investments in our highways and bridges, as well as in air, rail, trail and marine, and we’ll do so while providing a sustainable funding plan that also results in reduced highway debt. 

	I have proposed, it is in the budget, a reliable source of tourism funding which will sustain and support one of our most important industries.

	I will propose a pilot program to redefine forest management to focus on results instead of regulations.

	We will work with Maine businesses on “Smart Production”, an initiative that will start industrial processes on a path toward zero environmental impact while simultaneously increasing our market competitiveness.

	I will propose a “Smart Growth” package of initiatives that will preserve our neighborhoods, keep our communities livable, and strengthen the natural resource economy of our rural areas.  I will offer a bill to get mercury out of products in Maine and continue to work with our neighbors so that fish advisories in Maine will finally become be a thing of the past in the State of Maine.

	And let’s finally get the State out of the retail liquor business and save $5 million every year for the taxpayers.

	I will offer a proposal to return order to the citizen initiative process and sanctity to our voting places by extending the existing restrictions on polling place politicking to those collecting signatures just as they now apply to those collecting votes. 

	I will propose some insurance against the next economic slow down by constitutionally protecting the Rainy Day Fund.

	We will continue the battle begun last year to insure access to life-giving prescription drugs to our most vulnerable citizens. No one within the sound of my voice, I am talking about some people who may be on TV tonight, should doubt the determination of anyone in this room on this score. 

	Just last Friday, for example, one of the last acts of Secretary Donna Shalala was to grant Maine’s request to extend the Medicaid discount to prescription drugs to all Mainers who do not have drug insurance and who are at or below 300 percent of poverty, that is 225,000 people. Kevin, stand up.  Kevin Concannon is the Secretary of DHS. This means that beginning in July, 225,000 Maine people will pay 25 percent less for medically necessary drugs. That is a huge accomplishment. The people at DHS made it happen in record time.

	But now, and for the rest of the evening, I want to talk about kids – mine, yours, and all those in Maine. And, as I mentioned earlier, I want to do this in the context of preserving community and seizing opportunity.

	Because even in a state renowned for its natural resources, our greatest treasures are not the mountains we ascend, the rivers we canoe, the oceans we sail or even the books we read. It’s the children we raise – they are the true measure of our worth, and how we prepare them for their own lives will be the best gauge of our success. 

	Look at what we’ve accomplished for our children in just the last few years:

	Make no mistake, improving job options and opportunities for parents is one of the best things we can do for their kids. Since the winter of 1995, we have added a net of over 67,000 net new 

�jobs; that’s net new jobs – over and above the replacement of job losses in Wilton, Winslow, Westbrook, or anywhere else in Maine. If you do the math, that comes out to 255 new jobs a week, week in and week out for five years. 

	And, this fall, we posted the lowest unemployment rate since 1945. That is good for the kids of Maine.

	Six years ago an overwhelmed child protective system in Maine received over 17,000 reports of possible child abuse or neglect; of these, the Department of Human Services was unable to investigate 2,700 cases, leaving the children and families represented by these cases at risk.

	Today, with the support of the Legislature and a Herculean effort from the managers and front-line workers at the Department of Human Services, that backlog of almost 3,000 cases has been reduced to 203. That’s good news for the kids of Maine.

	While it is always our first priority to reunite families, some times moving children into foster care is the only option – but this was never intended to be a long-term solution. And so, every year, we have kids who need a safe, stable home and prospective adoptive parents who want to build a family, but getting them together has been a cumbersome and lengthy process. So slow, in fact, that in all of 1994, there were only 66 completed adoptions for children in state custody.

	Again, through additional resources and a total reorganization of our process, the number of adoptions completed by DHS in the year just past was 372, an amazing 5-fold increase, with 96 more awaiting court approval at year’s end. Believe me, that’s great news for those kids. 

	Two of the people who have helped make this happen, Pat Beaulieu, Adoption Supervisor from Lewiston, and Joy Pottle, Adoption Caseworker from Ellsworth, are with us tonight and I want to thank them.

	For they have literally helped create new families in Maine. If there is a higher calling than finding a safe haven for a child, I have yet to see it. One of these new families is with us in the gallery tonight. Bill, he is the football coach at Lewiston High School,  and Ellen County of Auburn are here with Billy, Rose, and Albert and a few minutes ago I think you heard Joshua who is just about to join their family. Thank you Bill and Ellen and congratulations to one of Maine’s newest families. Bill, Joshua gives new meaning to the old political line, "another county has been heard from."

	And let’s talk about the health of our kids. Four years ago, under the leadership of the 118th Legislature, we expanded Medicaid and created Cub Care coverage for children of low-income working families in Maine. But passing the bill and setting up the program was only the start. The folks at DHS then went to work to make it work, creating the nation’s best outreach and sign-up process. While many states had long and complicated application forms, I was at a meeting in Washington, 10, 12 or 15 pages long, our folks got it all on one, easy-to-read piece of paper.

	The result is that we now have the fourth highest rate of insured – that’s insured, not uninsured – kids in the country, an astounding 94 percent of the children in Maine. Because of our success, we are one of only ten states slated to receive additional federal funds that other states failed to allocate. We will be working with you to make sure our kids benefit from this new money.

	Also, in the area of children’s mental health:

	§ Case management services to children have increased by 70 percent just last year;

	§ In-home supports have been expanded by 700 percent in the last two years; 

	§ The numbers of children placed in out-of-state treatment has been reduced by 46 percent over the last two years; and

	§ We have developed the Department of Mental Health in partnership with the Judiciary and Corrections Department, I guess I should say the Department of Mental health and Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services.  I have a bill in, by the way, that shortens the name this session.  Those departments have developed an innovative drug court program that intensively treats kids with criminal and substance abuse problems.

	Next, four years ago we made a difficult choice to raise the excise tax on cigarettes. Since that time, youth smoking in Maine has declined an amazing 27 percent. We still have too many kids smoking, though, and if we agree to push this tax up one more notch that figure will continue to fall and we’ll be saving lives all over the state. 

	In education, the success stories continue. Just recently Maine was recognized as a leader in public K-12 education. We stand at the top of the nation in student readiness to enter school, student achievement, school climate, and in the efficiency with which we use our education dollars. The bang for the educational buck.

	Our fourth and eighth graders are always among the top scorers in the country in math, science, reading and writing. We’re consistently among the top states in high school graduation rates. And more of our children are going past high school. This is the good news. Enrollment in technical colleges, in the University System, and in community colleges has risen by more than 3,000 students during the past six years. That is good news for the State of Maine.

	And, we’re not done yet – our vision is that Maine people will be the best educated in the world. We’ve adopted good policies and made education a budget priority, but the biggest reason for the success so far is Maine’s dedicated and experienced and capable and caring and talented group of teachers and school leaders who are there for our kids every day. I know that because I have a fifth grader and a first grader and their teachers are the best. With us tonight, for example, is the 2001 Maine Teacher of the Year, Elaine Hendrickson, an English teacher at Skyway Middle School in Presque Isle, and her husband Eric, also a teacher. Thank you Elaine for all that you do. 

	All of this good progress was summed up the summer before last when the Children’s Rights Council in Washington looked at these and a bunch of other factors and rated Maine as the number one state in the United States in which to raise a child. It is kind of fun to think that if babies had a choice to be born, they would want to be born here.

	But there are still problems, and some of them are very deep and go more to the way our society is evolving than the existence or effectiveness of any government program. And the solution to these problems must involve our best efforts here, but also must go considerably beyond what we can do with budgets and government programs.

	And this has made me think about the way our society has changed in the last forty years or so – since most of us were kids – and how we really haven’t taken full account of it. Go into any classroom in Maine and ask how many kids have both parents working, or have their single parent working, and about 90 

�percent of the hands will go up. That is different from when we were kids.

	And compounding this challenge is the enormous new mobility of the American people – a change which has expanded options and opportunities for all of us, but which comes at an invisible but very real cost to kids and families. 

	The result of all this is that too many of our kids are growing up without a net, and can miss the subtle – or in the case of my mom, not-so-subtle – messages, role models, support, encouragement, discipline and general guidance coming from that most basic and important of all human institutions, the family. These messages either aren’t there or must come from one beleaguered parent who has to carry the entire weight. That is tough stuff.

	So what can we do? What must we do to take up the slack? Well, we have to move on all fronts, but in spite of everything we can and are doing here, government can’t do it all. 

	For something has happened, I think, in our lifetimes that I don’t think is healthy. We, all of us, have come to think that every problem must have a governmental solution; that Augusta or Washington, with just one or two new programs or a slightly bigger budget can make it all better. Where did the truckers come last year when the price of diesel shot up? It wasn’t a refinery or an oil port, it was here, and they expected us to fix it. We are not in the oil business, but they wanted us to fix it.

	And this relatively new expectation has allowed us, as citizens, in many cases to avoid personal responsibility, to offload the sometimes awkward or onerous responsibilities of citizenship to bureaucrats and politicians. But it will never work – society is just too big, too complicated, and the demands of community too personal.

	For the heart of all this is community, which is really just another word for extended family: that complicated set of relationships and connections that bind us together, that allows us – and in some cases compels us--to know each other, to care about each other, to love each other. And in our rush into a new century, with its mobility and prosperity, its new options and constant change, it is community we are in danger of losing. 

	And if it’s lost, all the taxes and government programs in the world won’t bring it back. 

	If we lose our community, we lose our spirit, we lose our identity, we lose our soul, and we lose those things that make all else valuable. 

	You’re not going to believe the timing of this, but let me read you an excerpt from an e-mail I got yesterday from an Air Force Sergeant who recently came to the DFAS Center at Limestone: 

	“The South will always be my home but I can tell you it’s changed so much I don’t want to raise my children there. You’ve managed to preserve something here in northern Maine that’s very special. I don’t know what you call that “something” but I sure knew it when I saw it. The community spirit and country flavor is how my home was 30 years ago. I want to give my kids the chance to grow up in a hometown like I did. This is the only place I found in the last 21 years of traveling around the world that comes close. I guess you can tell I’ve fallen in love with your Aroostook County. My family has, too. If you’ll have us, we would like to stay for awhile.” Jack – we’ll have you, and you’re certainly welcome to stay.

	Five years ago, we began to work on this idea of preserving community through an unusual kind of government program called Communities for Children – one staff person, practically no budget, but a powerful idea – harness the creativity, energy, and effort that is already out there – from Eastport to Kittery and Bethel to Belfast – and be the catalyst for sharing experiences – both successes and failures – so each community doesn’t have to reinvent the wheel, or the teen center, in this case. 

	The results have been wonderful. 220 towns are now involved. Each “partner community” creates a leadership council made up of caring residents that assess the realities facing children and youth in their community. The council develops prevention programs and policies and tracks the results of their work. And they communicate with each other – through Communities For Children – about what works and what doesn’t.

	But there has to be a further step, over and above taxes and programs and budgets, even modest budgets like Communities for Children or big budgets like Medicaid. That step requires that citizens—you, me, our relatives, children, parents and colleagues-- get involved and commit ourselves and our resources to strengthening our communities and our kids, one by one by one.

	In ancient Greece, Odysseus went off to war and asked his best friend, named Mentor, to raise his son, and a concept was born that has never been more important than today. 

There are only 3,000 formal mentor relationships in Maine today, that’s less than 2% of all school-aged youth. A very conservative estimate is that 15% of our children—30,000 need mentors to support their journey to caring, competent adulthood. 

	The Maine Mentoring Partnership, a public-private consortium, has put together a plan for helping communities overcome the lack of mentors and get us to 30,000 in just three short years. 

This partnership has joined national and state partners to begin this critical work: General Colin Powell’s America’s Promise, our own Maine’s Promise, Communities for Children, Maine’s faith communities, and a new a national partner, Communities in Schools. This summer will mark the Maine launch of a national model that links the volunteer resources of our faith communities with the school and community need for mentors. The model teaches local schools and faith communities how to work with each other in ways that honor the necessary boundaries between public education and church but will result over time in 10,000 new mentoring relationships – a huge chunk of that 30,000 goal.

	With us tonight in the gallery are two mentors that I’d like to introduce to you. Charles Asbury moved to Maine from Texas after a career in financial investments. Some time ago when I met him in Rockland I told him that moving to Maine was the best decision he could have made. Charles wants us to know tonight that the second best decision was to become a Big Brother to Walter Hezik. 

	Waite Albro was a World War II pilot and is a mentor with Pathway Partners at Mt. Abram High School in Franklin County. His protégé, Paul Zucco, aspires to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy. 

	Waite and Charles, for an investment of a few hours per week you have changed Walter and Paul’s lives forever.

	Getting all the way to 30,000 will cost some money but, as government programs go, it’s a bargain – $250,000 a year. Some money will provide training and technical assistance to community mentoring programs. A portion will be grants to start or expand local mentoring efforts. The rest – which like they say on the TV ads is priceless – will come from all of us in the form of time and commitment. 

�	For an investment of a few hours a year, you could change someone’s life forever. 

	Other places to help are in the schools or at places like the Maine Youth Center, where things are looking up, by the way. While it’s been a tough road and I’m not ready to declare victory, transformational changes are in the works and within two years, with committed leadership, real programs aimed at rehabilitation, not punishment, modern buildings, reinvigorated and committed staff and involvement from the community, including many in this room, we will have regional facilities – in South Portland and Charleston – of which we can finally be proud, not apologetic. 

	But over and above these new programs – and a considerable increase in financial resources – are the efforts of over 100 volunteers, who, every day, work with the kids, listen to them, sometimes cook for them, and act as mentors and guides through what must be one of life’s hardest experiences. Their biggest accomplishment is that they care. Dan Reardon, Chairman of the Maine Youth Center Board of Visitors, personifies the type of commitment of which I speak. Dan’s one of those weekend cooks I talked about and he’s here with us tonight. 

	Dan, your extraordinary investment of time at the Maine Youth Center has changed the lives of a lot of troubled kids forever and I want to thank you for it.

	Beyond these examples, there are dozens of other ways to help – volunteering in the schools, reading at your local library, getting involved with Scouts, coaching soccer, baseball, football, or hockey (as I look back, many of my most important mentors and role models were my coaches), or just helping out a tired parent in the neighborhood who might need a break. 

	For an investment of a few hours, you will change someone’s life forever.

	And so, is this all there is? If we are great parents and mentors, guides and friends, will our kids have what they need to flourish? They will certainly have a key piece of the puzzle, but in the world of the 21st Century, they will need more, because we are entering a period of enormous change, change that will demand more from our kids than our times have demanded of us. 

	To adapt and prosper in these times, we must pass on to our children the best of our past – the benefits of community -- but also provide them with the stuff of opportunity – and thereby the ability to face an uncertain future with confidence and courage. 

	For we live in a world of information and knowledge, of technology and tools--and access to these tools and comfort in their use is what now defines opportunity and a shot at the good life, and it’s to that I want to turn. 

	But first, I have to return to the Maine economy for a couple of minutes. As I mentioned, by many measures – new jobs, unemployment rate, income growth – we’re doing well, and over the last several years we’ve been ahead of the national average in a couple of these categories. But the stubborn truth is that we’re still a poor state--and those are hard words for any Governor to utter--not poor in natural resources or quality of our people, to be sure, but poor in money – 37th in the country in per capita income, to be exact. 

	That means almost three quarters of the states are ahead of us. And except for a brief period in the late eighties—when we were in a condo-based building boom—that’s where we’ve been as long as anyone can remember. 

	Now the reasons for this are many and varied – and relate to everything from geography and climate to our economic and social history. And try as we might, there is no simple, single solution; the fact is that we have to do lots of things at once – international trade, research and development, improved educational standards, more kids (and grown-ups) in college and technical college; efficient and timely regulation, maintaining our unique quality of life, lighter taxes, competitive financing--you name it.

	But you know what? Everyone else is doing the same things. When I go to meetings with the other Governors, it’s all about Learning Results, distance education, college scholarships, state guarantee authorities, telecommunications infrastructure, and cutting taxes. Which means that it’s awfully hard to catch up – because it’s all relative. If we have a great year and personal income grows by 5 percent, but so does the rest of the country, we don’t gain an inch. And if the rest of the country grows by 5.1 percent, we lose ground, even in a good year.

	So what do we do? (Boy, I’ve thought a lot about this over the last six years). Quitting isn’t an option – we have to do all those things I mentioned – and a lot more besides – just to stay in the game; failure to do so is giving up on any future for our kids, leaving as our only growth industry U-hauls headed south with the best and the brightest from the towns and cities of Maine. 

	I do not want to be the Governor of a state who’s leading export is its kids. 

	So we have to keep at it on all fronts, but we also have to look for an edge, a niche, a calling card, an ace in the hole that will put us in a special position to take advantage of the challenges and opportunities of the new century. We have to figure out what this new century will look like in five, ten, or twenty years – where the jobs, especially the high-paying jobs, will be and what we can do now to be sure we get our fair share, and more.

	Here’s one idea – you may have heard me mention it before. How about being the most technologically capable society on earth? 

	Is there any question that this is where the world is headed? As of right now according to a recent survey conducted by Dr. Charles Colgan, an incredible 65 percent of the jobs in Maine involve some computer use every day; in Cumberland County, the figure is 76 percent. Virtually every business, from sawmills to software, from silicon chips to the good old potato variety, involves computers. And the Internet – which didn’t even exist ten years ago—is driving change in communication, entertainment, economics, and the very fabric of our life at an absolutely unprecedented rate. And, this is no exaggeration – the Internet has entered our work and daily lives faster than any technology – telegraph, radio, TV, you name it – in the history of the world. 

	Whether we love it or fear it, the future is digital. And, to quote my friend Mike Leavitt, the Governor of Utah, “those individuals and societies who resist this reality will fail; those which accept it will survive, and those which embrace it will flourish.”

	And I desperately want Maine to flourish. 

	If you think about it, the fundamental job of public education is to prepare our children for the future. Today’s kindergarten students will graduate in 2013. They must prosper in the workplace of 2020, 2030 and 2040. I said a moment ago that 65 percent of Maine workers already use a computer every day on the job. Guess how many Maine students have access right now to a computer in their classroom to learn with every day? It’s not half, it’s not even 10 percent, it’s 2 percent. That’s right, 2

�percent. Now let me get this straight – 2 percent of our kids use computers every day in school and when they get out and go to work, 70 percent will be using them. What’s wrong with this picture?

	Luck and circumstances have put before us this winter an historic choice, a choice that I believe will profoundly affect the future of Maine and her people. The choice is between merely keeping up and leapfrogging, being first, setting the standard, in short, leading.

	What I am talking about, of course, is equipping every middle school student and teacher in Maine; rich, poor, north, south, east, west, urban, rural, every student, with the defining tool of the 21st Century, a digital device that more than any other single thing we can do holds the key to those good jobs.

	When I first raised this idea in the form of laptops for 7th graders last winter it got quite a response from Maine people.

	One response, in particular, from a Maine citizen saddened me: “Dear Governor, we’re a poor state; let somebody else lead”. To that one I replied,” that’s exactly the point, and we’ll stay poor unless we lead”.

	Perhaps the most poignant was a letter to one of you from a selectman in a small town: “If the Governor wants to give something useful to the kids in my town, he should make it a chain saw.” 

But you know, he got the basic idea – because what we’re talking about here is nothing more than a tool, as crucial to the economy of the future as a chainsaw is to a woodcutter today. But the income from a tool like a chainsaw tops out at about ten bucks an hour, while the one I suggest has no upper limit. 

	One of the biggest responses was, “Governor, I know we need to do something about the future, but can this really work?”

	Just ask people in SAD 4 in the Guilford area. Last year, they decided on their own to take a risk, to seize the future – to be first – and to make a name for themselves as a community that “gets it” and is ahead of the curve. And the biggest supporter was Guilford’s largest employer, Guilford of Maine, who saw that the work of the future is going to need these tools and these skills. Up in Guilford, they armed every 8th grader with a laptop and watched the excitement and the learning take off. Crystal Priest, the technology teacher for Piscataquis Middle School, and Greg Bellemare, the Principal, are in the gallery tonight. And by the way, Crystal could tell you that during this time only one kid has dropped a computer!

	To those who doubt the power of this idea, I say, just go to Guilford.

	Last year the Legislature took this proposal and gave it to a remarkable task force – jointly appointed and including educators, legislators, and citizens from across Maine. Among its membership were supporters and skeptics, some committed to technology, some not so sure.

	And a wonderful thing happened. 

	After nine meetings, and more than 50 hours of deliberation, long discussions and difficult decisions, they came together on a practical plan that will work for Maine, one that meets many of the objections raised last winter and one that, yes, considerably improves my original proposal. Instead of full-blown laptops, we’re talking less expensive and less breakable machines that have some stand-alone computing capacity, but have a lot more memory and capacity on the school-based network. Instead of the kids owning them, they’d be owned by the school, which would make the decisions about when and under what circumstances they could go home. 

	The plan provides a strong training component to make sure our teachers know how to get the most out of this technology. Instead of every grade, 7 to 12, the plan, in its first phase, at least, would cover only 7th and 8th grades, the top two years of middle school. 

	But the core of the idea is still there – a one-time endowment to support one-to-one computer access, on every desk, every day. 

	Let me take you back 200 years or so to a moment similar to this one, when somebody came up with a new learning technology – it could do word processing, drawing, math; a great breakthrough; it’s called a pencil. Now imagine somebody suggesting that the way to take advantage of this new tool is to have, in every school, a pencil lab! And the wealthier districts might even have one or two pencils in every classroom for the kids to share. 

	Well, the computer is nothing more than a super pencil and a super book rolled into one: a learning tool that can enable us to write, figure, and draw, but it’s so much more, for the Internet is the richest repository of information ever assembled on the planet. The works of Shakespeare are there, the entire Encyclopedia Britannica is there, live cameras at a waterhole in Kenya are there and more and more content, millions of pages, is being added daily.

	Now, as a parent with a ten year old who occasionally uses the Internet, I’m also very aware that some of that content isn’t so hot. That’s why, as part of the plan, access to the Internet will be through the Maine School and Library Network, which has filters to protect our kids from the bad stuff. 

	We can’t possibly know where the kids will take the technology, but we do know that wherever this has been tried – from Australia to Georgia to Guilford, Maine, the results have been dramatic. Not little, incremental steps, but big, transformational ones. Remember the term I used a little while ago, “leapfrogging”? This is it. 

	And remember I said a few minutes ago that we had an historic decision? We do, but it’s not whether these devices will make their way onto every school desktop in Maine. I haven’t the slightest doubt that five to ten years from now, probably sooner, they’ll be on every school desk in America. (While we were debating last winter, for example, the New York City school board decided to go ahead with a similar plan, only they are starting with a computer for every fourth grader, making me look kind of moderate.) 

	No, the question isn’t whether, it’s when. More bluntly, the question is whether we'll be first, or thirty-seventh, and if that number rings a bell, it should.

	The other question is who in Maine gets there first. Under the Task Force’s plan, this is an equity tool – everybody gets in at the same time and the students I visited last summer in Alexander – up in Washington County – will have the same edge on the rest of the world as those in Falmouth or Freeport. Say no and it will still happen, but guess who will, by and large, get there last. And the two Maine’s will tragically grow further and further apart.

This can be our niche, our comparative advantage, our calling card. This will put us on the technology map, and it will signal to the world that we intend to invest boldly in the future of our children.

Build the most technologically savvy workers in the world, and the jobs will come; oh yes, the high-paying jobs will surely come. 

�	Opportunity, equity; and there’s one other piece of this plan that can pay off for us, and it’s already started happening. In the global competition to attract and hold talent--remember, the whole idea is to keep our kids here – it can’t be a bad thing for Maine to be known as a hot place, a place that gets it, and is even ahead of the curve. 

	But we have to do it now; the advantage in all of this is in getting there first; everyone will know the first state to take this step; no one will know who’s second, or 37th.

	I want to leave you with the thoughts of two of my favorite philosophers, Charles Darwin and Wayne Gretzky – and I defy you to figure out where I’m going with this. 

	Darwin’s most famous line, of course, is “the survival of the fittest” and for most of my life I thought “the fittest” meant the biggest, the strongest, the toughest. But a friend pointed out a couple of years ago that I was wrong--if that were the case, the dinosaurs would still be in charge – and that what Darwin actually said was that the fittest – the survivors – would be those organisms, individuals, or societies most adaptable to change. And my friends, we are up to our eyeballs in change.

	Gretzky is the greatest scorer in the history of the National Hockey League; a guy many consider the greatest player of all time. And someone once asked him the secret of his success – how he scored so many goals and seemed so far ahead of everyone else. “Its easy,” he replied, “I skate to where the puck is going to be; everybody else skates to where it is.” What a profound observation, “I skate to where the puck is going to be; everybody else skates to where it is.”

	And so, that’s where we are tonight; we know where the puck is going to be; the question is whether we’ll have the courage, the imagination, and the will to go for it.

	I deeply and passionately hope that we do. 

	Tonight, I have talked in different ways about change. Our changing economy, our changing families, our changing communities, our changing education, our changing opportunities. The essence of our responsibility as stewards of our environment, community, children, and the future, is to anticipate change, and to respond to inevitable change in ways that give our kids a fighting chance to master that future.

	We must nurture and bring the best of our past and present – our caring, our community, our unparalleled quality of life – forward with us. But at the same time, we must be prepared to seize the best and most promising of the future to create new opportunities and new prosperity. The purposes expressed in Maine’s two state slogans are not separate, but one: simultaneously to keep life the way it should be, and to lead.

	Decades from now, in 2040 or 2050, today’s kindergarten students will sit in this place and grapple with the challenges of their times, and look back on how we faced the challenges of ours. 

	It is my hope that they will look back from the vantage point of history, with an economy more prosperous, communities more vibrant, citizens better educated, and an environment even cleaner and more beautiful than it is today, and ask, “how did we get to this great place?”

	The answer to that question, if this future is to be, is that the leaders and citizens of our time make conscious choices to seize the future and to respond to the challenges and opportunities of change with all the optimism and vision we can muster.

	Thank you and God bless the State of Maine.

_________________________________



	The Governor then withdrew amid the applause of the Convention, the audience rising.

_________________________________



	The purpose for which the Convention was assembled, having been accomplished, I now declare the same dissolved.

_________________________________



	The Senate then retired to its Chamber amid the applause of the House, the audience rising.

_________________________________



(After the Joint Convention)

_________________________________



	The House was called to order by the Speaker.

_________________________________



	The following item was taken up out of order by unanimous consent:

CONSENT CALENDAR

First Day

	In accordance with House Rule 519, the following item appeared on the Consent Calendar for the First Day:

	(H.P. 85) (L.D. 92) Bill "An Act to Establish the Washington County Emergency Medical Services Authority" (EMERGENCY)   Committee on STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-6)

	Under suspension of the rules, Second Day Consent Calendar notification was given.

	There being no objection, the House Paper was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended and sent for concurrence.  ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________



	On motion of Representative GOODWIN of Pembroke, the House adjourned at 8:15 p.m., until 10:00 a.m., Thursday, January 25, 2001.
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