ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

10th Legislative Day

Monday, April 14, 1997



	The House met according to adjournment and was called to order by the Speaker.

	Prayer by Reverend E. John Moulis� XE "Moulis, Reverend E. John:Port Clyde Baptist Church:Prayer" �, Port Clyde Baptist Church.

	National Anthem by the Portland High School Concert Band.� XE "Portland High School Concert Band:National Anthem" �

	Pledge of Allegiance.

	The Journal of Thursday, April 10, 1997 was read and approved.

                                



SENATE PAPERS

	The following Communication: (H.C. 162)� XE "GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS/SENATE CONFIRMATION:Julian R. Coles of Cape Elizabeth:Maine Turnpike Authority (H.C. 162)" �

Maine State Senate

State House Station 3

Augusta, Maine 04333

		April 10, 1997

The Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell

Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

2 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear Speaker Mitchell:

	In accordance with Joint Rule 506, please be advised the Senate today confirmed, upon the recommendation of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, the nomination of Julian R. Coles of Cape Elizabeth for reappointment to the Maine Turnpike Authority.

	Thank you for your attention to this matter.

		Sincerely,

		S/Joy J. O'Brien

		Secretary of the Senate

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication: (H.C. 163)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:MAINE STATE SENATE:Senate Insisted & Joined in Committee of Conference (H.C. 163) (L.D. 424)" �

Maine State Senate

State House Station 3

Augusta, Maine 04333

		April 10, 1997

The Honorable Joseph W. Mayo

Clerk of the House

State House Station 2

Augusta, Maine  04333

Dear Clerk Mayo:

	Please be advised that the Senate has Insisted and Joined in a Committee of Conference on the disagreeing action between the two bodies of the Legislature on "Resolve, Authorizing the Theta Chi Building Association to File with the Secretary of State as a Nonprofit Corporation" (S.P. 145) (L.D. 424).

	The President has appointed as Conferees on the part of the Senate the following:

	Senator Daggett of Kennebec

	Senator Treat of Kennebec

	Senator Ferguson of Oxford

		Sincerely,

		S/Joy J. O'Brien

		Secretary of the Senate

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	Reference is made to Resolve, Authorizing the Theta Chi Building Association to File with the Secretary of State as a Nonprofit Corporation (S.P. 145) (L.D. 424)� XE "(S.P. 145) (L.D. 424)" �

	In reference to the action of the House on Tuesday, April 8, 1997, whereby it Insisted and Asked for a Committee of Conference� XE "COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE:Conferees (L.D. 424)" �, the Chair appoints the following members on the part of the House as Conferees:

	Representative TRUE of Fryeburg

	Representative TOWNSEND  of Portland

	Representative MAYO  of Bath

                                



	The following Joint Resolution:  (S.P. 601)� XE "JOINT RESOLUTIONS:Provide Support for Critical Highway Improvements Through Northern Maine from Houlton to Fort Kent (S.P. 601)" �

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

 AND THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO

PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR CRITICAL HIGHWAY

 IMPROVEMENTS THROUGH NORTHERN MAINE FROM HOULTON TO FORT KENT

	WE, your Memorialists, the Members of the One Hundred and Eighteenth Legislature of the State of Maine now assembled in the First Special Session, most respectfully present and petition the President of the United States and the Congress, as follows:

	WHEREAS, Interstate 95 ends at Houlton, Maine, 99 miles from the end of U.S. Route 1 in Fort Kent, Maine, which parallels the international border in northern Maine between the United States and Canada; and

	WHEREAS, the structural and functional condition of the U.S.  Route 1 corridor from Houlton to Fort Kent is such that substantial upgrades or reconstruction of the Route 1 corridor or alternative routes is necessary for the economic growth and vitality of northern Maine; and

	WHEREAS, northern Maine is critical as an economic connector to Canada and the Atlantic Rim; and

	WHEREAS, various alternative improvements for the U.S. Route 1 corridor have been studied and it has been concluded that these improvements would not only enhance mobility and accessibility, but would spur the economic development of northern Maine; and

	WHEREAS, the improvements would provide the type of high quality north-south transportation envisioned by the "20-Year Statewide Transportation Plan" called for by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991; and

	WHEREAS, federal, state, local and private support and innovative financing are critical to fund any of several proposed alternative improvements and financing of those improvements would range from $290,000,000 to $476,000,000, the least costly alternative being nearly 6 times the Maine Department of Transportation's biennial budget of Interstate and National Highway System funds; now, therefore, be it

	RESOLVED:  That We, your Memorialists, request the United States Congress and the President of the United States to provide essential financial assistance to address the need for substantial highway improvements in this economically depressed, yet strategically located, section of the United States; and be it further

	RESOLVED:  That suitable copies of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of State, be transmitted to the Honorable William J. Clinton, President of the United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States and each Member of the Maine Congressional Delegation.

	Came from the Senate read and adopted.

	Was read and adopted in concurrence.

                                



Ought to Pass

	Report of the Committee on Taxation reporting "Ought to Pass" on Bill "An Act Relating to Municipal Excise Tax Reimbursement" (EMERGENCY) (S.P. 418) (L.D. 1339)� XE "(S.P. 418) (L.D. 1339)" �

	Came from the Senate with the Bill and all accompanying papers committed to the Committee on Transportation.

	Report was read and accepted.

	On motion of Representative DRISCOLL of Calais, the Bill and all accompanying papers were committed to the Committee on Transportation in concurrence.

                                



Divided Report

	Majority Report of the Committee on State and Local Government reporting "Ought Not to Pass" on RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine to Provide That the Biennial Budget May Take Effect Immediately if Passed by a Majority Vote (S.P. 252) (L.D. 821)� XE "(S.P. 252) (L.D. 821)" � 

	Signed:

	Senators:	GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock

		LIBBY of York

	Representatives:	FISK of Falmouth

			GERRY of Auburn

			BUMPS of China

			GIERINGER of Portland

			KASPRZAK of Newport

			LEMKE of Westbrook

	Minority Report of the same Committee reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-95) on same RESOLUTION.

	Signed:

	Senator:	NUTTING of Androscoggin

	Representatives:	AHEARNE of Madawaska

			BAGLEY of Machias

			SANBORN of Alton

			DUTREMBLE of Biddeford

	Came from the Senate with the Reports read and the Bill and all accompanying papers indefinitely postponed.

	On motion of Representative AHEARNE of Madawaska, the Bill and all accompanying papers were indefinitely postponed in concurrence.

                                



COMMUNICATIONS

	The following Communication:  (H.C. 164)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS & FINANCIAL AFFAIRS:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 164)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 532� XE "L.D. 532" �	An Act to Dedicate Lottery Revenue to Education 

L.D. 619� XE "L.D. 619" �	An Act to Make Allocations for the Operating Expenditures of the Intergovernmental Telecommunications Fund of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1999 

L.D. 620� XE "L.D. 620" �	An Act to Make Allocations from the Public Advocate Regulatory Fund for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1999 

L.D. 621� XE "L.D. 621" �	An Act to Make Allocations from Various Funds of the Department of Environmental Protection for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1999 

L.D. 728� XE "L.D. 728" �	An Act to Make Allocations from the Public Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund and the Public Utilities Commission Reimbursement Fund for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1999 

L.D. 734� XE "L.D. 734" �	An Act to Make Allocations for the Administrative Expenses of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations, for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1999 

L.D. 758� XE "L.D. 758" �	An Act Making Allocations Relating to Federal Block Grants for the Expenditures of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 1998, and June 30, 1999 

L.D. 985� XE "L.D. 985" �	An Act to Amend the Legislative Budget Process 

L.D. 1279� XE "L.D. 1279" �	Resolve, to Include Retired Employees in Lump-sum Salary Payments 

L.D. 1373� XE "L.D. 1373" �	An Act to Fund Regional Tourism Programs 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Michael H. Michaud	S/Rep. George J. Kerr

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 165)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON BANKING & INSURANCE:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 165)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND INSURANCE

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Banking and Insurance has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 1491� XE "L.D. 1491" �	An Act to Reduce Interest and Charges on Improvident Extensions of Consumer Credit 

L.D. 1509� XE "L.D. 1509" �	Resolve, to Create a Restriction on Requiring the Early Payment of Loans 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Lloyd P. LaFountain III	S/Rep. Jane W. Saxl

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 166)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 166)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice has voted unanimously to report the following bill out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 467� XE "L.D. 467" �	An Act to Allow Individuals to Participate in Training at the Criminal Justice Academy 

We have also notified the sponsor and cosponsors of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Robert E. Murray, Jr.	S/Rep. Edward J. Povich

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 167)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 167)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 1020� XE "L.D. 1020" �	An Act Allowing Increased Flexibility of Swing Beds 

L.D. 1108� XE "L.D. 1108" �	An Act Regarding Medicaid Reimbursement for Nursing Facility Care 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Judy Paradis	S/Rep. J. Elizabeth Mitchell

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 168)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 168)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 520� XE "L.D. 520" �	An Act to Require the Use of Helmets on Whitewater Rafting Trips 

L.D. 831� XE "L.D. 831" �	An Act to Encourage Registrants of Snowmobiles to Be Members of Snowmobile Clubs

L.D. 925� XE "L.D. 925" �	An Act to Promote Snowmobile Safety by Restricting the Transport of Alcoholic Beverages to Sleds Pulled by Snowmobiles 

L.D. 1186� XE "L.D. 1186" �	An Act to Ensure Hunting Safety

L.D. 1247� XE "L.D. 1247" �	An Act to Require Reflectors on Ice Fishing Shacks 

L.D. 1248� XE "L.D. 1248" �	An Act to Permit the Hunting of Birds on Sundays during a Specified Open Hunting Season 

L.D. 1289� XE "L.D. 1289" �	An Act to Amend the Hunting Laws As They Pertain to Proof of Prior Hunting License in Order to Be Exempt from Taking a Hunter Safety Course 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Marge L. Kilkelly	S/Rep. Norman R. Paul

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 169)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 169)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 4� XE "L.D. 4" �		An Act to Preserve the Life of Viable Fetuses 

L.D. 57� XE "L.D. 57" �	An Act to Strengthen the Laws Governing the Failure to Preserve the Life of a Live-born Person 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Susan W. Longley	S/Rep. Richard H. Thompson

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 170)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 170)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs has voted unanimously to report the following bill out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 970� XE "L.D. 970" �	An Act to Put to Referendum the Option of Authorizing a Tribe-owned Casino 

We have also notified the sponsor and cosponsors of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Beverly C. Daggett	S/Rep. John L. Tuttle, Jr.

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 171)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON MARINE RESOURCES:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 171)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON MARINE RESOURCES

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources has voted unanimously to report the following bill out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 246� XE "L.D. 246" �	An Act to Restrict the Identification Tags Used on Lobster Traps to Consecutive Numbers 

We have also notified the sponsor and cosponsors of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Jill M. Goldthwait	S/Rep. David Etnier

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 172)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 172)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government has voted unanimously to report the following bill out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 192� XE "L.D. 192" �	An Act to Prohibit a Former Legislator from Employment in the Legislative, Judicial or Executive Branch for 2 Years after the End of the Legislator's Term 

We have also notified the sponsor and cosponsors of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. John M. Nutting	S/Rep. Douglas J. Ahearne

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 173)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON TAXATION:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 173)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 91� XE "L.D. 91" �	An Act to Obtain Additional Funding for the Snowmobile Trail Fund, Law Enforcement and Snowmobile Safety Programs and Safety Training by Obtaining Revenue from Sales Tax Directly Related to Snowmobile and Accessory Sales 

L.D. 140� XE "L.D. 140" �	Resolve, to Establish a Commission to Study Methods to Reduce Reliance on the Property Tax to Fund Education 

L.D. 215� XE "L.D. 215" �	An Act to Amend the Veterans Property Tax Exemption 

L.D. 348� XE "L.D. 348" �	An Act to Exempt from the Maine Income Tax Persons Earning Less Than a Certain Amount 

L.D. 357� XE "L.D. 357" �	An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Penalties for Late Filing by a Municipality under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law 

L.D. 410� XE "L.D. 410" �	An Act to Eliminate the Income Tax Cap 

L.D. 442� XE "L.D. 442" �	An Act to Exempt from the Sales Tax Automobile Equipment Necessary for Paraplegics or People Who Are Confined to Wheelchairs 

L.D. 612� XE "L.D. 612" �	An Act to Eliminate Sales Tax on Children's Clothing 

L.D. 675� XE "L.D. 675" �	An Act Relating to the Assessment of Land in Tree Growth Taxation 

L.D. 762� XE "L.D. 762" �	An Act to Exempt Sales of Disposable Diapers from the Sales Tax 

L.D. 837� XE "L.D. 837" �	An Act to Exempt from the Income Tax a Student's Earned Income Used for Educational Purposes 

L.D. 871� XE "L.D. 871" �	An Act to Encourage the Use of Maine Ports by Allowing an Income Tax Credit Equal to the Federal Harbor Maintenance Tax 

L.D. 876� XE "L.D. 876" �	An Act to Eliminate the Property Tax Rebate on Machinery and Equipment That Has Been in Service More Than 3 Years 

L.D. 907� XE "L.D. 907" �	An Act to Revise the State Income Tax Withholding Form 

L.D. 1303� XE "L.D. 1303" �	An Act to Establish a Property Tax Cap for Elderly, Fixed-income Homeowners 

L.D. 1305� XE "L.D. 1305" �	An Act to Implement Changes in the Maine Income Tax Laws 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Richard P. Ruhlin	S/Rep. Verdi L. Tripp

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



	The following Communication:  (H.C. 174)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 174)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

			April 9, 1997

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 653� XE "L.D. 653" �	Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State to Consider a Lighthouse Design by Students of Noble Junior High School for the Next General Issue of License Plates 

L.D. 747� XE "L.D. 747" �	Resolve, to Name a Portion of Route 26 from Newry to Upton 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. William B. O'Gara	S/Rep. Joseph D. Driscoll

Senate Chair	House Chair

	Was read and ordered placed on file.

                                



PETITIONS, BILLS AND RESOLVES REQUIRING REFERENCE

	The following Bills and Resolves were received and upon the recommendation of the Committee on Reference of Bills were referred to the following Committees, Ordered Printed and Sent up for Concurrence:

                                



Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

	Resolve, Authorizing the Transfer of Land from the State to the Freeman Ridge Cemetery Association (EMERGENCY) (H.P. 1255) (L.D. 1782)� XE "(H.P. 1255) (L.D. 1782)" � (Presented by Representative DEXTER of Kingfield) (Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 205.)

                                



Banking and Insurance

	Bill "An Act to Clarify the Laws Concerning Claims Settlement Practices" (H.P. 1256) (L.D. 1783)� XE "(H.P. 1256) (L.D. 1783)" � (Presented by Representative VIGUE of Winslow) (Cosponsored by Senator JENKINS of Androscoggin and Representatives: BODWELL of Brunswick, WHEELER of Eliot, WRIGHT of Berwick)  (Submitted by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation pursuant to Joint Rule 204.)

	Bill "An Act to Authorize Captive Insurance Companies" (H.P. 1260) (L.D. 1787)� XE "(H.P. 1260) (L.D. 1787)" � (Presented by Representative MAYO of Bath) (Cosponsored by Senator MURRAY of Penobscot and Representatives: KERR of Old Orchard Beach, KNEELAND of Easton, McALEVEY of Waterboro, SPEAR of Nobleboro)  (Submitted by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation pursuant to Joint Rule 204.)

                                



Judiciary

	Bill "An Act to Expedite the Operation of Prelitigation Screening Panels under the Maine Health Security Act" (H.P. 1257) (L.D. 1784)� XE "(H.P. 1257) (L.D. 1784)" � (Presented by Representative THOMPSON of Naples)

	Bill "An Act to Adopt the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act" (H.P. 1259) (L.D. 1786)� XE "(H.P. 1259) (L.D. 1786)" � (Presented by Representative LANE of Enfield) (Cosponsored by Representatives: BODWELL of Brunswick, GIERINGER of Portland, JOY of Crystal, KASPRZAK of Newport, LAYTON of Cherryfield, MacDOUGALL of North Berwick, PLOWMAN of Hampden, STEDMAN of Hartland)

                                



Legal and Veterans Affairs

	Bill "An Act to Create the Maine Scholarship Lottery Game" (H.P. 1254) (L.D. 1781)� XE "(H.P. 1254) (L.D. 1781)" � (Presented by Representative DAVIDSON of Brunswick) (Cosponsored by Representatives: SAXL of Portland, STEVENS of Orono)  (Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 205.)

                                



Utilities and Energy

	Bill "An Act to Provide for a Simplified Restructuring of the Electric Industry" (H.P. 1258) (L.D. 1785)� XE "(H.P. 1258) (L.D. 1785)" � (Presented by Representative USHER of Westbrook) (Cosponsored by Senator PENDLETON of Cumberland and Representatives: AHEARNE of Madawaska, GAGNE of Buckfield, HATCH of Skowhegan, RICHARD of Madison, Senators: FERGUSON of Oxford, MICHAUD of Penobscot)

                                



	By unanimous consent, all reference matters requiring Senate concurrence having been acted upon were ordered sent forthwith.

                                



ORDERS

	On motion of Representative AHEARNE� XE "AHEARNE:Orders and Joint Resolutions:Sponsor" � of Madawaska, the following Joint Order:  (H.P. 1268)� XE "JOINT ORDERS:RECALLED BILLS:From The Governor’s Desk:(H.P. 111, L.D. 135)" �

	ORDERED, the Senate concurring, that Bill, "An Act to Designate Square Dancing as the Official Folk Dance of Maine," H.P. 111, L.D. 135� XE "H.P. 111, L.D. 135" �, and all its accompanying papers, be recalled from the Governor's desk to the House.

	Was read.

	On motion of Representative Ahearne of Madawaska, tabled pending passage and later today assigned.

                                



SPECIAL SENTIMENT CALENDAR

	In accordance with House Rule 519 and Joint Rule 213, the following items:

Recognizing:

	the following members of the Bucksport "Golden Bucks" Basketball Team, who won the 1997 Eastern Maine Class B Championship:  Stephen Smith, Greg Gobel, Chris Soper, Jeff Lachance, Jody Peak, John Beck, Sam Russell, Tom Pollard, Ken Morrison, Dan Astbury, Buzz Simpson, Josh Clough, Cameron Giroux and Bobby Carmichael, managers Scott Doyle and Jason Boyce and coaches Larry Deans and Travis White.  We extend our congratulations and best wishes to them; (HLS 307)� XE "SPECIAL SENTIMENT CALENDAR:RECOGNIZING:The Bucksport ‘Golden Bucks’ Basketball Team (HLS 307)" � by Representative BIGL of Bucksport.  (Cosponsor: Senator RUHLIN of Penobscot)

	On objection of Representative Bigl of Bucksport, was removed from the Special Sentiment Calendar.

	On motion of Representative SAXL of Portland, tabled unassigned pending passage.

                                



REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Divided Report

	Majority Report of the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs reporting "Ought Not to Pass" on Bill "An Act to Remove Instant Lottery Ticket Vending Machines" (H.P. 248) (L.D. 312)� XE "(H.P. 248) (L.D. 312)" � 

	Signed:

	Senators:	DAGGETT of Kennebec

		CAREY of Kennebec

		FERGUSON of Oxford

	Representatives:	BELANGER of Wallagrass

			TUTTLE of Sanford

			GAMACHE of Lewiston

			CHIZMAR of Lisbon

			FISHER of Brewer

			TRUE of Fryeburg

			LABRECQUE of Gorham

			BIGL of Bucksport

	Minority Report of the same Committee reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-170) on same Bill.

	Signed:

	Representatives:	GAGNE of Buckfield

			TESSIER of Fairfield

	Was read.

	Representative TUTTLE of Sanford moved that the House accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report.

	On further motion of the same Representative, tabled pending his motion to accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report and later today assigned.

                                



Divided Report

	Majority Report of the Committee on State and Local Government reporting "Ought Not to Pass" on Bill "An Act to Make the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife an Elected Position" (H.P. 698) (L.D. 962)� XE "(H.P. 698) (L.D. 962)" � 

	Signed:

	Senators:	NUTTING of Androscoggin

		GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock

		LIBBY of York

	Representatives:	FISK of Falmouth

			BAGLEY of Machias

			BUMPS of China

			KASPRZAK of Newport

			SANBORN of Alton

			DUTREMBLE of Biddeford

	Minority Report of the same Committee reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-168) on same Bill.

	Signed:

	Representatives:	AHEARNE of Madawaska

			GERRY of Auburn

			GIERINGER of Portland

			LEMKE of Westbrook

	Was read.

	Representative Ahearne of Madawaska moved that the House accept the Minority "Ought to Pass" as amended Report.

	On further motion of the same Representative, tabled pending his motion to accept the Minority "Ought to Pass" as amended Report and later today assigned.

                                



Divided Report

	Majority Report of the Committee on State and Local Government reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-174) on RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine to Establish 4-year Terms for Constitutional Officers (H.P. 855) (L.D. 1160)� XE "(H.P. 855) (L.D. 1160)" � 

	Signed:

	Senators:	NUTTING of Androscoggin

		GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock

	Representatives:	AHEARNE of Madawaska

			BUMPS of China

			FISK of Falmouth

			BAGLEY of Machias

			GERRY of Auburn

			KASPRZAK of Newport

			GIERINGER of Portland

			SANBORN of Alton

			DUTREMBLE of Biddeford

	Minority Report of the same Committee reporting "Ought Not to Pass" on same RESOLUTION.

	Signed:

	Senator:	LIBBY of York

	Representative:	LEMKE of Westbrook

	Was read.

	Representative Ahearne of Madawaska moved that the House accept the Majority "Ought to Pass" as amended Report.

	On further motion of the same Representative, tabled pending his motion to accept the Majority "Ought to Pass" as amended Report and later today assigned.

                                



CONSENT CALENDAR

First Day

	In accordance with House Rule 519, the following items appeared on the Consent Calendar for the First Day:

(H.P. 234) (L.D. 298)� XE "(H.P. 234) (L.D. 298)" � Bill "An Act to Establish the Administrative Operating Budget for the Maine State Retirement System for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1998" (EMERGENCY)   Committee on Labor reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-176)

(H.P. 252) (L.D. 316)� XE "(H.P. 252) (L.D. 316)" � Bill "An Act to Establish a 30-day Temporary Sea Urchin and Scallop Diving Tender License"   Committee on Marine Resources reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-192)

(H.P. 262) (L.D. 326)� XE "(H.P. 262) (L.D. 326)" � Bill "An Act to Streamline the Eviction Process"   Committee on Judiciary reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-190)

(H.P. 301) (L.D. 365)� XE "(H.P. 301) (L.D. 365)" � Bill "An Act to Require That Public Schools Adopt a Conflict Resolution Model"   Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-186)

(H.P. 501) (L.D. 692)� XE "(H.P. 501) (L.D. 692)" � Bill "An Act Concerning the Importation of Marine Organisms That May Be Dangerous to Indigenous Marine Life or Its Environment"   Committee on Marine Resources reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-193)

(H.P. 595) (L.D. 786)� XE "(H.P. 595) (L.D. 786)" � Bill "An Act to Increase the Department of Marine Resources' Involvement in Dredge Permitting"   Committee on Marine Resources reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-194)

(H.P. 683) (L.D. 935)� XE "(H.P. 683) (L.D. 935)" � Bill "An Act to Increase the Debt Limit of the Waldoboro Utility District"   Committee on Utilities and Energy reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-178)

(H.P. 750) (L.D. 1027)� XE "(H.P. 750) (L.D. 1027)" � Bill "An Act to Permit Teachers to Transfer Retirement System Creditable Service Earned as a Teacher's Aide while Employed by a School and Covered by a Participating Local District"   Committee on Labor reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-177)

	There being no objections, the above items were ordered to appear on the Consent Calendar of Tuesday, April 15, 1997 under the listing of Second Day.

                                



CONSENT CALENDAR

Second Day

	In accordance with House Rule 519, the following items appeared on the Consent Calendar for the Second Day:

(S.P. 366) (L.D. 1225)� XE "(S.P. 366) (L.D. 1225)" � Bill "An Act to Amend the Maine Children's Trust Incorporated" 

(S.P. 198) (L.D. 626)� XE "(S.P. 198) (L.D. 626)" � Bill "An Act to Provide for Department of Transportation Assistance in the Rehabilitation of Access Roads to Bridges of Historic Significance" (C. "A" S-92)

(H.P. 275) (L.D. 339)� XE "(H.P. 275) (L.D. 339)" � Bill "An Act to Establish Maine as a Sponsor of the Women in Military Service for America Memorial in Arlington National Cemetery" (C. "A" H-171)

(H.P. 346) (L.D. 468)� XE "(H.P. 346) (L.D. 468)" � Bill "An Act Pertaining to the Aquaculture Lease Law" (C. "A" H-167)

(H.P. 380) (L.D. 525)� XE "(H.P. 380) (L.D. 525)" � Bill "An Act to Increase the Availability and Reduce the Cost of Escorts for Overlimit Movements on the State's Roads" (EMERGENCY) (C. "A" H-162)

(H.P. 529) (L.D. 720)� XE "(H.P. 529) (L.D. 720)" � Bill "An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Confidentiality of Library Records" (C. "A" H-161)

(H.P. 591) (L.D. 782)� XE "(H.P. 591) (L.D. 782)" � Bill "An Act to Ensure the Availability of Expertise on Dam Safety" (C. "A" H-172)

(H.P. 596) (L.D. 787)� XE "(H.P. 596) (L.D. 787)" � Bill "An Act to Provide Services for Children in Need of Supervision" (C. "A" H-173)

(H.P. 714) (L.D. 978)� XE "(H.P. 714) (L.D. 978)" � Bill "An Act to Improve the Efficiency of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources" (C. "A" H-160)

(H.P. 753) (L.D. 1030)� XE "(H.P. 753) (L.D. 1030)" � Bill "An Act to Require That the Attorney General Be an Attorney in Good Standing in Maine" (C. "A" H-169)

(H.P. 786) (L.D. 1074)� XE "(H.P. 786) (L.D. 1074)" � Bill "An Act to Establish Practical Difficulty Standards for a Variance from the Dimensional Standards of a Municipal Zoning Ordinance" (C. "A" H-175)

	No objections having been noted at the end of the Second Legislative Day, the Senate Papers were Passed to be Engrossed or Passed to be Engrossed as Amended in concurrence and the House Papers were Passed to be Engrossed as Amended and sent up for concurrence.

                                



ENACTORS

Emergency Measure

	An Act to Conform the Maine Tax Laws for 1996 with the United States Internal Revenue Code (H.P. 718) (L.D. 982)� XE "(H.P. 718) (L.D. 982)" � 

	Was reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  114 voted in favor of the same and 0 against and accordingly the Bill was passed to be enacted, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

                                



Emergency Measure

	An Act to Fund the Collective Bargaining Agreement for the Law Enforcement Services Bargaining Unit (H.P. 1092) (L.D. 1535)� XE "(H.P. 1092) (L.D. 1535)" � (Governor's Bill) (C. "A" H-152)

	Was reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  120 voted in favor of the same and 1 against and accordingly the Bill was passed to be enacted, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

                                



	An Act to Amend the Family Medical Leave Laws (S.P. 123) (L.D. 402)� XE "(S.P. 123) (L.D. 402)" � (C. "A" S-88)

	An Act to Increase the Certification Fee Cap for the Board of Geologists and Soil Scientists (H.P. 363) (L.D. 508)� XE "(H.P. 363) (L.D. 508)" � (C. "A" H-130)

	An Act Concerning the Fees Charged by the Secretary of State for Copies (H.P. 410) (L.D. 555)� XE "(H.P. 410) (L.D. 555)" � (C. "A" H-138)

	An Act Amending the Maine Consumer Credit Code (H.P. 519) (L.D. 710)� XE "(H.P. 519) (L.D. 710)" � (C. "A" H-147)

	An Act to Amend Provisions Applicable to Property Casualty Insurers and Reporting Requirements to the Bureau of Insurance (H.P. 716) (L.D. 980)� XE "(H.P. 716) (L.D. 980)" � (C. "A" H-148)

	An Act to Revise the Procedure to Appeal Nonacceptance into a Self-employment Assistance Program (H.P. 872) (L.D. 1189)� XE "(H.P. 872) (L.D. 1189)" � 

	An Act to Clarify Part-time School Week for the Purpose of Enforcing Child Labor Laws in the State (H.P. 901) (L.D. 1244)� XE "(H.P. 901) (L.D. 1244)" � 

	An Act to Revise the Confidentiality Provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26 (H.P. 902) (L.D. 1245)� XE "(H.P. 902) (L.D. 1245)" � 

	An Act Regarding Sales Tax Trade-in Credits and Farm Machinery (H.P. 903) (L.D. 1246)� XE "(H.P. 903) (L.D. 1246)" � 

	An Act to Abolish the Judicial Council (H.P. 924) (L.D. 1267)� XE "(H.P. 924) (L.D. 1267)" � 

	An Act to Authorize Clerks to Sign Notices of Certain Court Actions (H.P. 1055) (L.D. 1487)� XE "(H.P. 1055) (L.D. 1487)" � 

	Were reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed, passed to be enacted, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

                                



	An Act to Increase the Certification Fee Cap for the Board of Geologists and Soil Scientists (H.P. 363) (L.D. 508)� XE "(H.P. 363) (L.D. 508)" � (C. "A" H-130)

	Was reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.

	On motion of Representative Joy of Crystal, was set aside.

	The same Representative requested a roll call on passage to be enacted.

	More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

	The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Enactment.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL� XE "ROLL CALLS:Roll Call No. 89 (L.D. 508)" � NO. 89

	YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, Bodwell, Brooks, Bruno, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Driscoll, Dunlap, Etnier, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, Gagnon, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SL, LaVerdiere, Lemke, Lemont, Mailhot, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, Paul, Perry, Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, Rowe, Samson, Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Skoglund, Stanley, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Wright, Madam Speaker.

	NAY - Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Cameron, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Desmond, Dexter, Donnelly, Dutremble, Foster, Gerry, Gieringer, Goodwin, Gooley, Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, Kasprzak, Kerr, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, Layton, Lindahl, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, Marvin, Mayo, McElroy, Meres, Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, Savage, Sirois, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, Treadwell, True, Tuttle, Vedral, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winglass, Winn, Winsor.

	ABSENT - Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Farnsworth, Fisk, Gamache, Joyner, Kane, Kontos, Lemaire, Lovett, McAlevey, McKee, O'Brien, O'Neil, Ott, Stevens, Underwood.

	Yes, 66; No, 67; Absent, 18; Excused, 0.

	66 having voted in the affirmative and 67 voted in the negative, with 18 being absent, the Bill failed of passage to be enacted and was sent up for concurrence.

                                



	An Act to Enhance the State's Moose Hunt (H.P. 774) (L.D. 1051)� XE "(H.P. 774) (L.D. 1051)" � (C. "A" H-151)

	Was reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.

	On motion of Representative Lemke of Westbrook, was set aside.

	On further motion of the same Representative, tabled pending passage to be enacted and specially assigned for Tuesday, April 15, 1997.

                                



UNFINISHED BUSINESS

	The following matters, in the consideration of which the House was engaged at the time of adjournment Thursday, April 10, 1997, have preference in the Orders of the Day and continue with such preference until disposed of as provided by House Rule 502.

	An Act to Amend the Maine Health Data Organization Laws (EMERGENCY) (S.P. 560) (L.D. 1693)� XE "(S.P. 560) (L.D. 1693)" � 

TABLED - April 9, 1997 (Till Later Today) by Representative KONTOS of Windham.

PENDING - Passage to be Enacted.

	On motion of Representative SAXL of Portland, tabled pending passage to be enacted and specially assigned for Tuesday, April 15, 1997.

                                



	HOUSE DIVIDED REPORT - Majority (9) "Ought to Pass" - Minority (4) "Ought Not to Pass" - Committee on Labor on Bill "An Act to Prohibit an Employer from Hiring Replacement Workers During a Strike" (H.P. 41) (L.D. 66)� XE "(H.P. 41) (L.D. 66)" �

TABLED - April 9, 1997 by Representative HATCH of Skowhegan.

PENDING - Motion of same Representative to accept the Majority "Ought to Pass" Report.

	On motion of Representative Hatch of Skowhegan, tabled pending her motion to accept the Majority "Ought to Pass" Report and specially assigned for Tuesday, April 15, 1997.

                                



	HOUSE DIVIDED REPORT - Majority (9) "Ought to Pass" - Minority (4) "Ought Not to Pass" - Committee on Labor on Bill "An Act to Prohibit the Employment of Professional Strikebreakers" (H.P. 88) (L.D. 113)� XE "(H.P. 88) (L.D. 113)" �

TABLED - April 9, 1997 by Representative HATCH of Skowhegan.

PENDING - Motion of same Representative to accept the Majority "Ought to Pass" Report.

	On motion of Representative Hatch of Skowhegan, tabled pending her motion to accept the Majority "Ought to Pass" Report and specially assigned for Tuesday, April 15, 1997.

                                



	Bill "An Act to Include Slide-in Truck Campers in Property That May Be Included in the Trade-in Allowance Credit" (H.P. 62) (L.D. 87)� XE "(H.P. 62) (L.D. 87)" �

- In House, Minority "Ought to Pass" as amended Report of the Committee on Taxation read and accepted and the Bill passed to be engrossed as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-68) on March 31, 1997.

- In Senate, Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report of the Committee on Taxation read and accepted in non-concurrence.

TABLED - April 10, 1997 (Till Later Today) by Representative KONTOS of Windham.

PENDING - Further Consideration.

	On motion of Representative Tripp of Topsham, tabled pending further consideration and later today assigned.

                                





TABLED AND TODAY ASSIGNED

	The Chair laid before the House the following item which was tabled and today assigned:

	HOUSE DIVIDED REPORT - Report "A" (7) "Ought Not to Pass" - Report "B" (3) "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-163) - Report "C" (3) "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-164) - Committee on Judiciary on Bill "An Act to Ban Partial Birth Abortions" (H.P. 390) (L.D. 535)

TABLED - April 10, 1997 by Representative JABAR of Waterville.

PENDING - Motion of same Representative to accept Report  "B" "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-163).

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Waterville, Representative Jabar.

	Representative JABAR� XE "JABAR:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I believe the events of this last week clearly demonstrate the strong emotions we are dealing within this particular issue.  No matter how civil and polite we are in this House and we have been during all of this debate, we cannot escape the intensity which exists outside this chamber.  I know no one in this chamber is responsible for what happened last week and I know no one would condone what happened last week.  It is my hope that we continue to debate fairly and objectively on the issues presently before us.  We are now facing what I feel is a clear choice between this amendment and LD 535.  It is not a simple choice, but I believe the issues have been drawn and are now much easier to understand than the confusion that was before us before.  No one likes to say they are in favor of this horrific procedure and just today I got a diagram on my desk showing what an awful procedure this is.  There are many medical procedures that are horrific in our profession, but in this particular context, we must deal with what we have in front of us.

	LD 535 states that partial-birth abortions are banned except to save the life of the mother.  This amendment, which is before you today, states that partial-birth abortions are banned except to save the life of the mother and the health.  As bad as this procedure is LD 535 does not ban it completely.  It recognizes that there are necessary times when this procedure may have to be used to save the life of the mother.  With a great deal of the pressure that many of us have received regarding the ban of partial-birth abortions there is some misunderstanding out there that what is before us is the complete ban of all partial-birth abortions.  That is not what is before us in LD 535.  Other than some minor differences and other differences regarding classification of the crime involved the main dividing point between LD 535 and this amendment is the circumstances under which it is medically necessary to use this procedure.  This amendment attempts to define and it is constitutionally mandated, by the way, that we cannot escape this situation where it involves the health of the mother.

	Some have said to me, why do this?  If this is already the law, then why is it necessary?  Why don’t we simply say this is the law?  Why pass this law?  I believe it is necessary to restate within the law specific language regarding partial-birth abortions because the people demand it.  This has become a national issue.  There has been a great deal of rhetoric about it.  There has been a great deal of hype about it.  I think it is not enough to simply state while that is the law already outlawed so we are not going to deal with it.  People see that as a cope out.  The telephone calls and the mail that I have been getting and I am sure many of you have been getting, they want to know where we stand on this particular issue.  What this does is it changes the language, you look at the amendment, it is not a significant bill because there are only a few changes in the present law.  Those few changes expressed specifically partial-birth abortions.  They state that the State of Maine is not in favor of partial-birth abortions except to save the life of the mother and the health of the mother.

	In conclusion, I just want to comment on concerns about the definition of health.  Besides the fact that it is constitutionally mandated, I think if you look at the statistics there has only been one third-trimester abortion in 1995 and only two in the last 13 years.  It is not a problem in Maine.  The definition of health is not being used as a loophole by which woman are receiving abortions on demand for reasons other than legitimate health concerns or to save the life of the mother.  If, in the State of Maine, it becomes a problem in such that there are a great many abortions being performed under the guise of so-called heath where they are otherwise unwarranted, similar to what the national spokesman Fitzsimmons says is going on in another state, iIf that becomes a problem in the State of Maine, I will be the first to recommend changes and clarification of the definition of health so that this isn’t happening, but it is not a problem in this state.  I urge you to support this amendment because it is the law.  It is constitutionally mandated and it does specifically address the issue we are confronting and we cannot escape and that is our position with regards to partial-birth abortion.  Thank you Madam Speaker.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.

	Representative NASS� XE "NASS:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Not to be repetitive, but I would like to deal with just the constitutional issue that has been raised in many conversations that I have had about this amendment.  Committee Report “B,” which is now before us goes as far as is constitutionally permissible to limit abortion.  In an unbroken chain of federal case law, from Roe vs. Wade, to ACOG vs. Thornburgh in 1986, to Planned Parenthood vs. Casey in 1992 and the Woman’s Medical Professional Group vs. Voinivich in 1995, federal courts have consistently held that while post-viability abortions may be banned, exceptions for both the life and health of the mother must always be made.

	Committee Report “B” includes a life and health exception for the woman.  In that respect it meets constitutional scrutiny.  In written testimony, submitted at the March 5th public hearing on this bill, Maine’s Attorney General indicated that LD 535 was unconstitutional because it failed to include an exception for the woman’s health.  The US District Court for the southern district of Ohio has reviewed a law similar to LD 535.  After six days of testimonial evidence found it unconstitutional.  One of the grounds was that it failed to provide an exception for the woman’s health.

	Finally, only one third-trimester abortion was performed in Maine in 1995.  Only two were performed in the preceding 13 years.  There is absolutely no evidence that partial-birth abortion is either used or abused in Maine.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Madawaska, Representative Ahearne.

	Representative AHEARNE� XE "AHEARNE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  With all due respect to my colleagues from Waterville and Action, Representative Jabar and Representative Nass, this proposed committee report amounts to really nothing.  Voting for Committee Report “B” will not prohibit partial-birth abortions.  It provides perfect political cover so that one can state that they voted to restrict partial-birth abortions, but in reality voted for a hollow measure that is not likely to prevent a single partial-birth abortion.  It still contains the same exemptions as current law and those being for the life and health of the mother.

	Again, I must stress that the critical word is health.  The United States Supreme Court has ruled that in Doe vs. Bolton that “medical judgment may be exercised in all factors, physical, emotional, psychological and the woman’s ego.  What relevance to the well being of the patient,” the court further wrote “All these factors may relate to health and this allows that attending physician the room he needs to make his best medical judgment.”  With health so broadly defined by the US Supreme Court, a partial-birth abortion can be perfumed after viability no matter the reason.  Therefore, Report “B,” as current law does nothing to prohibit partial-birth abortions, the amendment contained in Report “B” amounts to a feel-good amendment.  It provides the illusion that it prohibits partial birth abortions, but in reality it does nothing.  I ask you to follow my light and vote down the pending motion so that we can move to accept a real proposal that will make a positive difference.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Hampden, Representative Plowman.

	Representative PLOWMAN� XE "PLOWMAN:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I rise to also oppose this motion by echoing the words of Representative Ahearne.  I would also like to bring to your attention more fully, information that I received from the Bureau of Vital Statistics for the State of Maine.  The first figures I quote are figures from 1996 alone as to the number of abortions performed in Maine.  In the first trimester of 1996 2,503 abortions were perfumed.  In the second trimester in pregnancy in the State of Maine 18.  In the third trimester it shows zero.  Then comes a category called unknown.  I went to check out what unknown was and I have photocopies for anyone who would like to double check.  According to this there are 94 unknown.  Unknown meaning that the form was not complete enough to indicate what the gestational age of the fetus was.  Eighty-three included enough information to gauge the number of weeks of pregnancy.  Ninety-three forms were provided, but there are 94 unknowns.  One form was not given to me.  The others either indicated the date of abortion and no date of last menstrual cycle, like last normal menstrual cycle or no date at all.  Some where they included the date of abortion checked off the procedure that is supposed to indicate that it is a first trimester abortion.  If you narrowed some of those down where you are supposed to, by a process of elimination, decide that late-term abortions were not performed in Maine.  You still have three blank and a missing.

	I just wanted to refute the late-term abortion statistics as provided by the Bureau of Vital Statistics.  I do not fault the Bureau of Vital Statistics they do not prepare forms, they can only take the information given them and work with it as it is.  That information is provided by the clinics and the physicians.  Having said that, I would like to take the focus again back from the late-term abortion issue.  This procedure is not exclusively a late-term abortion.  As we know the law already covers a late-term abortion.  This amendment restates the late-term abortion law.  However, it ignores the information that we have that partial-birth abortions are done as early as 20 weeks.  I am not comfortable relying on the information regarding one late-term abortion or two as to what procedures are used in the State of Maine because procedures are not required to be recorded.  While you are being told that there are none being done and so partial-birth abortion is not a problem, you cannot make that correlation.  A partial-birth abortion is not just a late-term procedure.  When you are looking and listening to the information that is given to you, please remember that partial-birth abortions could be being performed as early as 20 weeks.  That is 20 weeks according to the information provided to me, which is in the second trimester, 18.  There are many more second trimesters in the 94 contained in my information.  Those could have been partial-birth abortions.  We don’t know because the form is not filled out.

	When you are talking apples and apples, please do.  Right now we are talking that the figures we have are just like any other figures.  They can be twisted and turned, but when you start to look at the paper that they come on and you start to analyze what it means, you can find no assurance that partial-birth abortions are not taking place and you can find no assurance that third trimester abortions did not take place.  All you can do is look at the papers, see the blanks and realize that the conclusions you have been given may not be at all what the actual scenario in Maine is.  Having addressed those I would urge you to defeat Report “B” so that we can take up the next report which actually does ban partial-birth abortions.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.

	Representative WATERHOUSE� XE "WATERHOUSE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I agree with my colleague Representative Ahearne.  This bill does nothing.  As mentioned before, this is already a present law.  If people read all articles and comments about this bill, there is one in there by a professor from the Southern Maine University political science professor.  She says that if they have the health of the mother, then they haven’t changed anything except they are able to go back to their constituents and say they have taken a stand against this procedure or that they can’t be blamed when an opponent in another election being for it.  I know my colleagues in this House better than that.  I know all the decisions they make on issues such as this are heartfelt and are principled decisions.  Those ideas are out there.  This ban has been enacted in Arkansas, Michigan, Ohio, Georgia, Utah, Mississippi, South Carolina, Indiana and also in the House Congress.  Similar amendments have been tried, but they have been rejected because health can be anything by one performing the abortions and this would make the ban on partial-birth abortion meaningless.  Adding a health exception would make the ban on partial-birth abortion technique a sham.

	In addressing the health issue, we have heard a lot about the health of the mother.  Certainly we want to take that into consideration.  In the delivery process the doctor has two patients.  He has the mother and the baby who is being born.  He has a moral and legal responsibility to both.  In the hearing before Congress, Pamela Smith an M.D. said, “In short, there are absolutely no obstetrical situation encountered in this country which require partially delivering a human fetus to destroy it to preserve the life or the health of the mother.”  I ask you to weigh this very heavily.  I know you will do the right thing and defeat this amendment.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Winslow, Representative Vigue.

	Representative VIGUE� XE "VIGUE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.

	Representative VIGUE� XE "VIGUE:Remarks" �:  Thank you.  My question is to the lawyers.  If this procedure were not hidden behind legalese, why not allow the procedure to be done after leaving the birth canal?  It would be much easier for the doctors to perform this procedure outside of the birth canal.  The second part of my question is is the reason not traveling the last three or four inches that if it did travel those issues that the procedure would then make you guilty of murder if it was outside of the birth canal?

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Winslow, Representative Vigue has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Newport, Representative Kasprzak.

	Representative KASPRZAK� XE "KASPRZAK:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Woman of the House.  I passed out a paper last week and I would just like to repeat what it says.  “The former Surgeon General and 400 other specialists say together that we are the physicians who on a daily basis treat pregnant woman and their babies and we can no longer remain silent while abortion activists, the media and even the President of the United States continue to repeat false medical claims about partial-birth abortion.  The appalling lack of medical credibility on the side of those defending this procedure has forced us, for the first time in our professional careers, to leave the sidelines in order to provide some sorely needed facts in a debate that has been dominated by anecdote, emotion and media stunts.  Contrary to what abortion activists would believe partial-birth abortion is never medically indicated to protect a woman’s health or her fertility.  In fact, the opposite is true.  The procedure can pose a significant and immediate threat to both people, the pregnant woman’s health and her fertility.”  I would, again, ask this question.  What tragic health decision would a woman possibility be in that would force this procedure?  Her child must die.  There is no other way to save her life.  We have spent days, weeks, and months watching the media and listening to council from this way and that.  I have not yet heard of a specific time when this procedure would be necessary to save the life or health of a woman who is about to give birth to a child.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Winslow, Representative Vigue.

	Representative VIGUE� XE "VIGUE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Woman of the House.  Based on the answer that I got from my question, I would urge you to oppose the barbaric procedure that we are about to vote on and oppose Report “B” and go on and follow the light of Representative Ahearne.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Westbrook, Representative Lemke.

	Representative LEMKE� XE "LEMKE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Woman of the House.  I rise to speak against the pending amendment on Report “B.”  I think we have a key problem here with the word health.  In the proposed amendment health is not adequately defined.  Should it be defined as physical health of the mother?  Then I would certainly consider acceptance of a health provision.  This is far too broad and far too vague and open to far too many interpretations.  This has been a problem in other states and it is not one that we should now walk into.  I support Representative Ahearne’s bill as we voted it last week at 96 to 49.

	Let me reiterate, briefly, several points.  Number one, this procedure, as performed, does not fall under the constitutional perimeters of Roe vs. Wade and Planned Parenthood vs. Casey.  Number two, partial-birth abortion is in reality, in my opinion and the opinion of many people in the medical profession including those who are prochoice, like myself, it is not abortion as constitutionally defined, but comes so close, within three inches, of infanticide or a live child, 80 percent delivered, that it should not be considered abortion.  Number three, the arguments that this procedure is necessary for the health of the mother.  It consistently ignores the fact that there are other alternative measures with less attendant risks than this to the life and health of the mother.

	The question that was asked by Representative Kasprzak relates to this.  I haven’t heard an answer to it on the floor.  This is an issue that is emotionally charged.  This Legislature has shown very civilized debate of it.  I am proud to have done that and will continue to do that today.  The type of thing that was reported over the weekend should not occur. I absolutely denounce that type of thing.  It levels the type of debate that we have here.  The bottom line is that last week we sent a very strong message.  Are we to vitiate that message today?  I believe that it is time for us to draw a real line and this is the line and therefore I urge you to vote against the amendment pending.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Townsend.

	Representative TOWNSEND� XE "TOWNSEND:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Woman of the House.  We have fully debated this issue to this point, but I would like to respond to a couple of remarks made this morning.  First of all, I want to repeat that this is not a pressing issue in Maine.  I have yet to find a persuasive argument that woman are casually or frivolously engaging in post-viability abortions in Maine.  From the Department of Human Services, Bureau of Vital Statistics we were told that of 93 procedures performed, it was clear to them that 90 of them were in the first trimester.  We don’t have the facts on the other three.  I think it is irresponsible to jump to the conclusion that they were, therefore, postviability.  Further, in response to the remarks about if there is ever a medical need, it is important that there is strong disagreement within the medical community about whether this procedure is ever necessary and there is a rather large group of doctors who argue that it is medically necessary.  I will quote this, “It carries the least risk of bleeding, perforation, infection or trauma to the birth canal.”

	Finally, I will repeat my argument of last week, which is that none of us are physicians in this room.  It is troubling to me that we would choose to make medical decisions in a political arena.  Let’s leave medical decisions to the medical professionals.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Enfield, Representative Lane.

	Representative LANE� XE "LANE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I know this is not a debate that any of us like to participate in.  For those of us who truly believe that the fetus is indeed a living child, it is a heartbreaking debate that we have to participate in.  For those of you who aren’t sure, I think it is an argument that is laden with doubt, guilt and fear.  The point is that it doesn’t matter if this is a procedure that is done routinely in the State of Maine or if it is a procedure that is not done routinely in the State of Maine.  That is not the argument.  The argument is that it is done and there are a lot of facts out there that we presume that we don’t really know exactly how many are performed in the last trimester of pregnancy.

	Also, there are other procedures that would abort this child besides this partial-birth abortion, which I think is the cruelest thing that has ever hit this country.  As a matter a fact, that is why we are debating it today, because I believe as a nation we have been horrified that this procedure is even being done anywhere in this country.  It is to that horror that we are debating today.  I will reiterate what I said last time we debated this.  It doesn’t matter if we do it once or twice; it doesn’t matter if we know how many times we do it.  The point is are we going to rescind the crime of murder since murder is such a rare thing to happen in the State of Maine.  Should we roll back that crime?  The handout that you were given what the nurse saw.  I don’t like to look at this and this is a cartoon drawing.  This isn’t even really flesh and blood.  By the way, let me digress and say that I take offense at clumping this procedure along with many medical procedures.  This is not a medical procedure.  If you are going to take a vote, let’s be honest.  This is the taking of a life that could survive outside the mother’s womb.  Let’s take a vote on what it truly is and that is infanticide.  Also, there is are a lot of questions out there as to whether the baby feels pain.  Think about that.

	Whichever way this vote goes today, this amendment is a cloud.  You can’t hide behind the cloud.  When the full light of day breaks out you will see and so will your constituents, will see this amendment for what it truly is.  It is a feel-good thing for an occasion.  I urge you to vote against the pending motion on the floor and go on to adopt the true ban on this horrific procedure.  Madam Speaker, I ask that when the vote is taken it be taken by the yeas and nays.  Thank you.

	Representative Lane of Enfield requested a roll call to accept to accept Report  "B" "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-163).

	More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Norridgewock, Representative Meres.

	Representative MERES� XE "MERES:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  We have heard this debate twice now.  I think everyone is quite well informed as to the procedure and is quite well-informed as to the magnitude of the situation.  I would like to ask you a simple question.  What price are you willing to pay for success, if that is the case here?  What price are you willing to pay to win this debate?  I remembered when I was campaigning the first time for the Legislature that this question came up to me often.  The response I received from everyone was that abortion is a last resort.  It is a violent act and that we should be working with young and older women to make sure that they can make good choices.  Abortion is only something we do as a last resort.  I can accept that debate because it is real.  In this case, how far are we willing to go to prove a point?  As far as I am concerned when I talk to people about delivery or spontaneous labor, I am not talking about delivering a fetus.

	My husband didn’t come to assist me in natural childbirth to deliver a fetus.  We were delivering a baby.  A live baby.  A holy creation.  We are perpetuating our own species.  There is value there.  A value that goes way beyond a technical argument to prove a political point.  I ask you to really consider that.  I know I often talk about my past life and we learn from doing.  As some of you know, I used to raise goats.  I remember the extremes I want to preserve their lives.  I remember them freezing being born in the very, very coldest part of January and bringing frozen kids into the house to revive them.  I went to that extreme for a goat.  I know that if some of this procedure were described in the paper as happening to a puppy we would have extreme numbers of responses to do something about cruelty to animals.  I guess as you contemplate this and make your decision on how to vote, I want you to think about what price are you willing to pay for this vote?  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Cherryfield, Representative Layton.

	Representative LAYTON� XE "LAYTON:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I think what we ought to do is realize this procedure for what it really is.  It is the worst possible case of child abuse that there is in existence.  If this state did if fact do one partial-birth abortion at any time, it was one too many.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Quint.

	Representative QUINT� XE "QUINT:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, My Esteemed Colleagues of the 118th Legislature.  I stand before you today emotionally drained by this debate about banning late-term abortions.  I have struggled as to whether speaking before you today and taking a public opinion on this issue.  However, after discovering that one of our colleagues lives were threatened because of her right to voice an opinion, I decided enough was enough and not to be fearful of taking an opinion.  I, like Representative Watson, recently have also had my life threatened as a result of voicing a very controversial opinion.  I stand with Representative Watson in publicly supporting leaving this decision regarding late-term abortions to the woman and the physician attending her.  Health and privacy are fundamental to all individuals in our society.  Decisions as complex and painful medical issues confronting woman and families in the latter half of a much-wanted pregnancy are the very decisions that must be made in private and based on sound unfettered medical advice.  Of course the medical and emotional issues involved in ending a pregnancy in this latter half are difficult for us and as you can imagine difficult for the woman’s life.  Jenna Yarborough, who was devastated to learn at 20 weeks of her pregnancy that her second child had neither the top of her skull nor most of her brain.  Her baby would die inutero or immediately upon birth.

	As I hope you appreciate, the issues go far beyond the sensational, inflammatory, misleading, as graphically offered by the sponsors of LD 535 in support of their dangerous and highly political campaign to outlaw abortions, one procedure at a time.  Because issues involved are so personal and ultimately spiritual, they must be resolved by the individuals affected and not by this Legislature.  These issues and the intended decisions reach to the very essence and conscience of our lives.  Any interference by this Legislature into the medical options available to woman are not only arrogant, but reckless.  I, as you say should, Legislators, for the first time in history, restrict procedure accepted by the American Medical Association.  More specifically, should we as legislators be practicing medicine based on strong emotional bias?  I, for one, oppose this and any intrusion of any legislative body into the medical decision-making process.  We must allow women like Jenna and their physicians the freedom to make highly complex and personal decisions in the privacy of a medical office or institution and not in the halls of the courthouse, because I trust Maine women to make sound and moral medical decisions, I urge you to support Amendment “B,” “Ought to Pass” to protect the health and privacy of the woman in the State of Maine.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Naples, Representative Thompson.

	Representative THOMPSON� XE "THOMPSON:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I wanted to stand to clarify some of the arguments that you have heard here today.  In fact, the Judiciary Committee did receive written medical testimony from Maine doctors indicating that this ban should not be enacted.  We also received a letter addressed to the chairs from Dr. Arlene Sandella, who is the chair of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the Maine Chapter.  I will read one portion of that letter.  “The Maine section, district one of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, an organization representing more than 100 Maine physicians specializing in woman’s reproductive health and dedicated to improving woman’s health care does not support LD 535, “An Act to Ban Partial-Birth Abortions.”  The college finds it very disturbing that the Maine Legislature would take any action that would supersede the medical judgment of trained physicians and criminalize medical procedures that may be necessary to save the life and health of a pregnant woman.  Moreover in defining what medical procedures may or may not be performed, LD 535 implies terminology that is not even recognized in the medical community demonstrating why legislative opinion should never be substituted for professional medical judgment.”

	I have heard it said today that there is no reason to use this procedure.  I suggest to you that good people, including physicians, differ on that opinion and that there is a substantial number of physicians out there that say that it is sometimes necessary.  That is in writing by Maine physicians.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Holden, Representative Campbell.

	Representative CAMPBELL� XE "CAMPBELL:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Woman of the House.  We sat through Friday’s very emotional debate.  My first term the 116th Legislature we sat through a lot more emotional and lengthy debate.  I left the body not feeling that I had participated or even spoken my piece on this matter.  Many of you know my family.  I have a 19 year old son looking forward to going off the college.  I have twins, 8 years old that are having a lot of fun in grammar school.  What many of you don’t know is that I, along with my wife, have three more sons.  I want to share this with you just for your information, as I sit and listen to people speak about this issue.  We have heard a lot of personal experiences, but I just want to share mine with you.

	My 19 year old was very fulfilling to us as a family member, but my wife always looked at the family portrait and thought there was something missing.  After 10 years, we spent three years trying to conceive through invito fertilization.  The first attempt we thought was extremely successful.  Nine eggs were recovered and nine eggs were fertilized and at that point nine eggs needed to be implanted.  Again, when we got our results we were very happy and pleased that three eggs had taken.  We were about to have triplets.  My wife is a small person so soon after the 11th week she was bedridden.  Later on in week 19 she was taken to the hospital.  Just a few days ago, March 4th, was a Tuesday, it was 10 years after the triplets, at 19 weeks, had been born.  I remember that fine sunny afternoon at Eastern Maine Medical Center.  We were in a double room and she began to give birth to three very fine boys.  As she was birthing the children came out kicking and thrashing and the look on my wife’s face of fear will never go away.

	I had a hard time dealing with this.  It was my way to look at this as an event in our lives and try to help my wife move on and get beyond the tragic occurrence.  My wife had to spend some time processing this event.  She describes it, as she held each one of these perfectly formed boys, all with personalities and all with fingers and toes and all with fingernails and toenails.  This was at 19 weeks and we were fortunate, people tell us, that it wasn’t 20 weeks where we would have to name them and have a funeral and lay them to rest.  They simply went to the autopsy to see if there was anything physically wrong with them.  The reports came back and there was nothing physically wrong with them.  These were three beautiful boys.  I guess the reason for me sharing this with you is the fact that I feel deficient for not speaking in the 116th Legislature.  I am in hopes to possibly change one vote or two votes or maybe five votes.  To do something, the very least that we can do, by defeating this measure and going on to accept the measure that will come before us soon after.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.

	Representative WATERHOUSE� XE "WATERHOUSE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I view this partial-birth abortion as an act, not so much as a procedure.  I heard the good Representative, the Chair of Judiciary, Representative Thompson talk about the doctors.  Yes, indeed, we heard from a lot of different doctors.  In fact, Representative Watson and I had what I jokingly refer to as the dual of the doctors.  She had her list of doctors that said they shouldn’t ban it and I had my list of doctors that said we should.  I heard Representative Townsend talking about that we are not medical experts and we shouldn’t be making decisions.  Maybe not on procedures, but certainly on acts.  I have heard that argument many times before on the floor of the House on other issues.  We are not experts on this and we are not experts on that.  We are policy makers and we are not a government for the experts, by the experts and of the experts.  We have to make decisions especially when the experts disagree.

	I thought about last weeks debate and my good seatmate next door to me, Representative Murphy, talked about the role of government.  Anybody who knows me from the 117th and from this term here knows that I am very conservative.  I think the role of government should be very small.  I do recognize that government does have a role and if it has any role it is to protect us from each other and to protect the weak from the healthy.

	I have read a lot of these Supreme Court decisions, Casey vs. Pennsylvania, Roe vs. Wade and I got the entire text and I read the whole thing.  Some of the things that kept on sticking out when they talked about a state’s compelling interest and where that overrides personal choices.  I jotted down a few.  One is protecting human life.  Two is protecting human dignity.  Three is prevention of both moral and legal confusion about the role of physicians in our society.  Four is prevention of cruel and inhumane treatment.  I saved that one for last because I have a quote from Jean A. Wright, Associate Professor of Pediatrics at Emery University, who testified before Congress on the partial-birth abortion ban.  She said, “The child is sensitive to pain.  This procedure if it was done on an animal in my institution would not make it through the institutional review process.  The animal would be more protected than this child is.”  I urge you to defeat this pending motion.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Freeport, Representative Bull.

	Representative BULL� XE "BULL:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I do not want to take up too much time because we have already debated this issue in depth and it has been a very emotional debate.  We have heard much of the issues here.  I did feel that I had to respond to the good Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse and the very fact that there are differences of opinion, dramatically divided opinions, in the medical community on the necessity of this procedure.  I feel that it is irresponsible of us as a body to take a side in this debate.  We do need to leave this decision ultimately up to the woman, her doctor and her God.  We cannot be deciding for people on the tremendously traumatic and emotional issue.  There is nobody in this body, I hope, who would defend late-term abortions as something that is good and desirable.  It is a hard and very unpleasant procedure.  There is no argument about that.  This is not about defending partial-birth abortions.  What this is about sound medical decisions being made by the people most qualified to make those decisions.  Please allow the people who are qualified to make those decisions, the doctor and their patients make these decisions on whether or not to terminate a pregnancy.  Thank you for your time and I urge my colleagues to support Report “B” of LD 535.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Waterville, Representative Jabar.

	Representative JABAR� XE "JABAR:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Woman of the House.  I rise late to respond to my good friend, Representative Vigue’s question and I did not answer the question because I am not a doctor and I believe the question called for a medical opinion of which I don’t have.  Representative Thompson talked about the medical testimony that we did hear before us at the public hearings and that there are a great many physicians that say they need this procedure.  The last point I want to make in this debate is that I believe the great misconception in this debate is that LD 535 bans partial-birth abortions.  It does not.  LD 535 does not ban partial-birth abortions.  It provides for an exception and what this amendment does, which was presented before you today, is it frames the debate, in that it gives you the choice between LD 535, which has one exception, the life of the mother.  This amendment has two exceptions, the life of the mother and the health of the mother.

	Just as if doctors want to be dishonest and give false testimony as to the need for the abortion because of the health of the mother, they can do the same with the life of the mother and say that the life of the mother was in jeopardy and who was to question that.  I want to make it clear that this debate today is between one exception being the life of the mother or the two exceptions in this amendment being the life of the mother and the health of the mother.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Winslow, Representative Vigue.

	Representative VIGUE� XE "VIGUE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I would like to thank my good friend from Waterville, Representative Jabar.  But the reason we are here today debating this particular barbaric issue is not because of the medical community, it is because of the legal community.  This has been done by lawyers and judges.  Therefore, there should be a lawyer in this House that could answer the question after the movement of four inches through the birth canal.  Are we dealing with murder of this child or are we still dealing with a so-called procedure of a late-term abortion?  I think if the problem was created by lawyers and judges, then we should have answers there.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.

	Representative NASS� XE "NASS:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I rise not to answer Representative Vigue’s question, but to make a little statement.  If you are interested in making a philosophical statement about partial-birth abortion, then the bill is probably going to serve your purposes better.  It is obviously more strict.  It looks to me, having heard the testimony in public hearing that that bill, if it passes, is headed to the courts and is most likely it is not going to pass.  Let’s face it.  Just look at the court cases.  If, however, you are interested in making some type of statement about partial-birth abortions, as weak as it is, then I suggest you consider voting for Committee Report “B.”  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Hampden, Representative Plowman.

	Representative PLOWMAN� XE "PLOWMAN:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  As legislators we do the best we can to draft legislation that will be constitutional.  However, we are not the third branch of government.  They have their own jobs.  If this is appealed, and I guess it probably will be, not only will they take up the constitutional issue, I would like to see them, and I am sure they will, take up the issue of an eight-tenths born child and what rights have been accorded to a child who has been pulled through the birth canal almost to birth?  Do they have personhood?  Do they have constitutional rights?  If this is a female fetus can she grow up entitled to an abortion?  I am sure that is one of the questions that we will be looking to have answered by the court because partial-birth abortions have not been addressed by the court.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Enfield, Representative Lane.

	Representative LANE� XE "LANE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I just kind of wonder if many of you happened to see the 60 Minutes show last night on the revelation that there have been organs harvested on individuals who were not truly dead.  There was a question as to whether those individuals felt pain and so-forth.  It was quite a lengthy and very shocking revelation.  The result of that was that the medical community said that you, the legislators, need to make laws that give us perimeters and definition of what life is.  As to what has been stated here, that we have no business debating medical procedure on this floor, I take exception to that.  Our job is to set legislation that sets perimeters on what we shall and shall not do as a society and I ask you to bear that in mind when you are voting on this measure.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Norridgewock, Representative Meres.

	Representative MERES� XE "MERES:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose her question.

	Representative MERES� XE "MERES:Remarks" �:  Thank you.  I would like to follow up on the good Representative Vigue’s question.  I would like to know if anyone here can tell me when the definition of life begins?  I know there has to be one.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Norridgewock, Representative Meres has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Madawaska, Representative Ahearne.

	Representative AHEARNE� XE "AHEARNE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I must stress that this proposed House Amendment allows partial-birth abortions with no real restrictions.  The fact that there are a few done in Maine does not mean that it is a good thing.  I think it is good.  I would rather see none be performed in Maine.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is acceptance of Report "B,” “Ought to Pass” as amended by Committee Amendment “A” (H-163).  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL� XE "ROLL CALLS:Roll Call No. 90 (L.D. 535)" � NO. 90

	YEA - Bagley, Baker CL, Bigl, Bolduc, Brennan, Brooks, Bruno, Bull, Cameron, Carleton, Cianchette, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Dunlap, Etnier, Fuller, Gagne, Gagnon, Gamache, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SA, Kerr, Labrecque, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lindahl, Lovett, Mailhot, Marvin, Mayo, McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Murphy, Muse, Nass, Paul, Peavey, Pendleton, Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Rines, Rowe, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Skoglund, Stevens, Taylor, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Volenik, Watson, Winn, Wright, Madam Speaker.

	NAY - Ahearne, Baker JL, Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Berry RL, Bodwell, Bouffard, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Bunker, Campbell, Chartrand, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Clukey, Cross, Desmond, Dexter, Donnelly, Driscoll, Dutremble, Fisher, Foster, Frechette, Gerry, Gieringer, Gooley, Honey, Jones SL, Joy, Joyce, Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Lane, Layton, Lemke, Lemont, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, McElroy, Meres, Nickerson, O'Neal, O'Neil, Perkins, Perry, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, Richard, Samson, Sanborn, Savage, Sirois, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stanley, Stedman, Tobin, Treadwell, Tuttle, Underwood, Usher, Vedral, Vigue, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Winglass, Winsor.

	ABSENT - Farnsworth, Fisk, Goodwin, Kane, Kontos, McAlevey, O'Brien, Ott, True.

	Yes, 66; No, 76; Absent, 9; Excused, 0.

	66 having voted in the affirmative and 76 voted in the negative, with 9 being absent, the motion to accept Report  "B" "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-163) was not accepted.

	Representative Ahearne of Madawaska moved that the House accept Report "C" "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-164).

	The same Representative requested a roll call on his motion to accept Report "C" "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-164).

	More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

	The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is acceptance of Report "C" "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-164).  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL� XE "ROLL CALLS:Roll Call No. 91 (L.D. 535)" � NO. 91

	YEA - Ahearne, Baker JL, Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Berry RL, Bigl, Bodwell, Bouffard, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Bunker, Campbell, Carleton, Chartrand, Chick, Cianchette, Clark, Clukey, Cross, Desmond, Dexter, Donnelly, Driscoll, Dutremble, Fisher, Foster, Frechette, Gerry, Gieringer, Gooley, Honey, Joy, Joyce, Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Lane, Layton, Lemke, Lemont, Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, McElroy, Meres, Muse, Nass, Nickerson, O'Neal, O'Neil, Perry, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, Poulin, Richard, Samson, Sanborn, Savage, Sirois, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stanley, Stedman, Tobin, Treadwell, Tuttle, Underwood, Usher, Vedral, Vigue, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Winglass, Winsor.

	NAY - Bagley, Baker CL, Bolduc, Brennan, Brooks, Bruno, Bull, Cameron, Chizmar, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Dunlap, Etnier, Fuller, Gagne, Gagnon, Gamache, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SL, Jones SA, Kerr, Labrecque, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lindahl, Mailhot, Marvin, Mayo, McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Murphy, Paul, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, Pieh, Povich, Powers, Quint, Rines, Rowe, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Skoglund, Stevens, Taylor, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Volenik, Watson, Winn, Wright, Madam Speaker.

	ABSENT - Farnsworth, Fisk, Goodwin, Kane, Kontos, McAlevey, O'Brien, Ott, Tripp, True.

	Yes, 80; No, 61; Absent, 10; Excused, 0.

	80 having voted in the affirmative and 61 voted in the negative, with 10 being absent, the motion to accept Report "C" "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-164) was accepted.

	The Bill was read once.  Committee Amendment “B” (H-164) was read by the Clerk and adopted.

	Under suspension of the rules the Bill was given its second reading without reference to the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading.

	Under further suspension of the rules the Bill was passed to be engrossed and sent up for concurrence.

                                



	By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ordered sent forthwith except matters held.

                                



	The following item was taken up out of order by unanimous consent:

	The Chair laid before the House the following item which was tabled earlier in today’s session:

ORDERS

	Joint Order - Relative to Bill "An Act to Designate Square Dancing as the Official Folk Dance of Maine," H.P. 111, L.D. 135, and all its accompanying papers being recalled from the Governor's desk (H.P. 1268)� XE "JOINT ORDERS:RECALLED BILLS:From The Governor’s Desk:(H.P. 111, L.D. 135)" � which was tabled by Representative Ahearne of Madawaska pending passage.

	Subsequently, the Joint Order was passed.  Ordered sent forthwith.

                                



	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Penobscot, Representative Perkins who wishes to speak on the record.

	Representative PERKINS� XE "PERKINS:Remarks" �:  Thank you Madam Speaker.  Could I ask a question?  I am embarrassed to say that on that vote, I know you can’t change your vote, but I kind of stupidly thought we were voting for House Amendment “C” and I understand now that we were voting on Report “C,” if I had known, I would have voted for Report “C.”  Just for the record.  Thank you.

                                



TABLED AND TODAY ASSIGNED

	The Chair laid before the House the following items which were tabled and today assigned:

	HOUSE DIVIDED REPORT - Majority (10) "Ought Not to Pass" - Minority (3) "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-165) - Committee on Judiciary on Bill "An Act to Require a 24-hour Waiting Period before an Abortion May Be Performed" (H.P. 490) (L.D. 661)� XE "(H.P. 490) (L.D. 661)" �

TABLED - April 10, 1997 by Representative THOMPSON of Naples.

PENDING - Motion of same Representative to accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Madawaska, Representative Ahearne.

	Representative AHEARNE� XE "AHEARNE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I would hope you would join me in not accepting the Majority “Ought Not to Pass” Report.  First of all I want to state that the suggestion that, somehow, whoever supports this piece of legislation thinks that women are ignorant and stupid and that is absolutely nonsense.  That is absolute garbage.  I have the most utmost respect for women and I think they will make the right decision.  My only issue is what is in current law.  Under Title 22, 1599-A, in subparagraph 2 under D, it states that a woman’s request alternatives to abortion such as childbirth and adoption and information concerning public or private agencies will be provided to the woman.  That is the part of this piece of legislation that I object to because, as you know, we all make bad decisions and sometimes we make decisions at the spur of the moment and I am sure most of us have.  Some of us wish we could change and rescind on those decisions.  This is a very difficult decision to be made.  I don’t have any doubt in my mind.  My objection is to the fact that the woman in question is not being provided with all absolute information.  My question always has been if they are to make a most informed choice, what is so wrong with providing all the information necessary to make sure that that decision, whatever it may be, be fully and truly informed?  I see nothing wrong with that and my question is, I don’t see how or why some groups are so adamantly opposed to this.  It just boggles my mind.  I hope that you will join me and not vote to accept the pending motion.  Madam Speaker, I request a roll call.

	Representative Ahearne of Madawaska requested a roll call on the motion to accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report.

	More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Naples, Representative Thompson.

	Representative THOMPSON� XE "THOMPSON:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  With all due respect to the good Representative from Madawaska this is insulting to a great many women in Maine.  It indicates that they haven’t given careful thought to what they are going to do.  It indicates that they have to sign a piece of paper saying that they have read the material.  It even says that if a woman is unable to read the material, it must be read to them, whether she wants to hear it or not.  Take a woman from northern Maine who is nowhere a location where she can have access to an abortion.  She consults with her family physician and he may indicate to her where she should go and where she might travel to.  When she gets there she is told to wait, we have this printed material prepared by the State of Maine, that we have to give you.  We have to read it to you if you can’t read it yourself.  You have to certify that you have read it and then you have to come back at least 24 hours later before we can perform the medical procedure that you have chosen.

	Show me one place in the law were a man is required to wait 24 hours for a procedure.  If a man wants to have a vasectomy performed, you can go in and have it done.  There is no written material.  It is already required in the law that a woman has to give her informed consent to any medical procedure.  This is a medical procedure.  She has to give her informed consent and that is all she has to do.  Let’s not set up any artificial barriers.  Let’s not set up a procedure that says that we know better than you and let us give these women, who are making a very difficult decision with their physicians, the dignity and the respect that they deserve.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bar Harbor, Representative Jones.

	Representative JONES� XE "JONES, Bar Harbor:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Anyone who doesn’t think that women think deeply about this issue before they have an abortion is living in a fantasy land.  Maybe there are some uncaring men that don’t think about these issues, but certainly women do.  I am not for a waiting period on speech under the First Amendment of the Constitution and many of you may be surprised, but I am not for a waiting period on the purchase of guns.  Let me tell you what a waiting period is.  It is an invitation to harassment.  I had a 7 year old and we were about to have another child or thought we would.  My wife and my 7 year old went to a clinic to have a test taken.  During that period they asked if my wife and daughter would like to see a film.  That film was of an abortion.  I found that outrageous.  That is what this is about.  It is an invitation to harassment.  Think about it.  If you want a waiting period on guns, it is already here.  Want a waiting period of speech, it is about to come.  Let’s not ask for a waiting period on abortions.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Newport, Representative Kasprzak.

	Representative KASPRZAK� XE "KASPRZAK:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  As a woman, I can personally say that I am not offended by this bill in any way.  As far as I understand it, with my experience, a man not only has to wait to have a vasectomy, but he has to bring home a pamphlet and discuss it with his wife and they decide together, as I understand it.  Shouldn’t a woman have to take the time?  Shouldn’t she have to be informed before she goes through something as serious as giving up the life of her child?  Please consider voting for this amendment.  It is a good, common sense, logical bill.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Quint.

	Representative QUINT� XE "QUINT:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I have spoken to several women who are friends of mine who say that a decision to have an abortion was one of the most traumatic and one of the most emotional experiences that they have ever gone through.  They all have said that they have spent plenty of time considering this sort of heartwreching decision and all wish they had had the information necessary to make that decision.  I think it is preposterous to think that something as highly emotional to all of us certainly is not emotional to that individual making that decision.  What I can’t understand is what sort of information, possible new information, would be presented to that individual, that woman, when she walks into that office, to give her that would be new that she would need 24 more hours to decide what her decision would be?  I also have to underscore that it is an undue hardship on those folks who have to travel from the most northern parts of the state, including Madawaska, to drive south to Bangor, with very limited financial resources, to have to make them wait after they have thought long and hard about this decision, to wait 24 more hours to make that decision.  I have confidence, once again, in women and their physicians to make that right decision.  I believe that women have made that decision thoughtfully before they go into the office and decide to proceed with that procedure.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Enfield, Representative Lane.

	Representative LANE� XE "LANE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose her question.

	Representative LANE� XE "LANE:Remarks" �:  Thank you Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I wonder if the woman is informed that there is a possibility of perforation of her uterus, that there is a possibility of infection, that there is a possibility of sterility, that there is a possibility of psychological trauma following an abortion?  I think given the fact that these are all true and as I testified last week when we debated the partial-birth abortion ban issue, I have friends who have said that nobody told me.  If anyone knows otherwise, that they are given the facts, all the facts, for them to consider, I would really appreciate an answer to my question.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Enfield, Representative Lane has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Naples, Representative Thompson.

	Representative THOMPSON� XE "THOMPSON:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  It is my understanding that those are proper items to inform the woman of before getting her informed consent to the procedure.  However, this bill goes way past that.  It says you can’t do it that day.  It says you have to come back the next day.  This bill doesn’t just say here is what you have to tell her, it says here is what you have to tell her and when, by the way, you have to come back the next day.  It goes way beyond that question.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Buckfield, Representative Gagne.

	Representative GAGNE� XE "GAGNE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I do feel this is harassment and I will join the majority of the Judiciary Committee voting “Ought Not to Pass” on LD 661.  Waiting periods already exist, basically.  A woman makes a doctor’s appointment in advance and discusses the decision with her doctor.  The procedure is scheduled several days or weeks following.  All of this certainly gives an extended period of time to consider her decision.  It took time for me or any woman to get the appointment.  It takes time to set up a baby-sitter.  It takes time to take time off from work.  It takes time to travel the distance from the house.  This bill is just simply further harassment for me, as a woman, to make getting an abortion more difficult.  What do you think I am going to do, go shopping and slip into a clinic between stores?  I don’t think so.  We, as legislators, are asked to interfere with a right to privacy here.  We must trust the ability of a woman to make her own difficult decision and consultation with her doctor.  Please vote to defeat this bill by accepting the Majority Report “Ought Not to Pass.”

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.

	Representative WATERHOUSE� XE "WATERHOUSE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  When a woman is about to end the life of her child, I can’t imagine what harm it would be to wait another 24 hours.  A lot of the testimony in front of committee and other committees I have been before, where women have gone through abortions.  A great many of them break down and cry when they are testifying and say, why didn’t somebody tell me?  Twenty-four hours to decide whether to end the life of your child that you are carrying.  I can’t imagine.  That certainly is not an easy decision.  It is certainly not a decision that a lot of women don’t ponder on.  There are a lot of cases because of life situations that women do make rash decisions as men do.  We all do.  We are all human.  In Pennsylvania vs. Casey, the US Supreme Court found that a 24-hour waiting period and also parental notification, by the way, was not found to be unduly burdensome.  Such provisions are not unduly burdensome merely because they are an attempt to persuade a woman to carry her pregnancy to term.  How awful.  How awful that we try to talk a woman into carrying her baby to term.  Are those attempts going to succeed?  Maybe not.  Do they have a chance to succeed?  Maybe once and a while.  That once and a while that they do succeed I don’t think it is unduly burdensome for a woman to inform consent in waiting one day not to be in that line of people testifying that I or somebody else someday in the future might have to hear and break down in tears and say, Why didn’t somebody tell me?  I urge you to defeat the pending motion.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Hampden, Representative Plowman.

	Representative PLOWMAN� XE "PLOWMAN:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Representative Waterhouse is correct in reading to you from the Planned Parenthood of the Southeastern Pennsylvania vs. Casey where it was ruled that all restrictions except for husband notification requirement are constitutional.  They are not undue provisions.  As a point of information, abortions are available in Presque Isle which is much closer to Madawaska than Bangor.  I want to share with you one of the most distressing things that I have ever heard come out of a doctor’s mouth because this isn’t the first time that I have had this issue before me, unfortunately.  While I was trying to find all the answers the first time around, I went to a physician and quoted someone who said an abortion is not like an ice cream or a Porsche that a woman just can’t wait to have.  It is more like a coyote chewing off its leg in a trap.  It is something desperate.  I put this forth to try to see if that is the way her patients felt.  In the harshest tone, I can still remember it and it has been four years, “Don’t fool yourself.  This isn’t that hard for that many women.  Believe me.  Don’t go agonizing over this decision for them.  Don’t fool yourself.”  I can’t even say it that harshly.

	I don’t see any problem with requiring someone to know what is happening and to have the information available.  It would be like you are walking in here and voting on an issue that you have never heard, just like you are supposed to do it because it seems like the right thing to do.  If it is not an undue burden, it is constitutional and it provides information and we have access in the State of Maine and I don’t see what the problem with passing this is.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Townsend.

	Representative TOWNSEND� XE "TOWNSEND:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Once again we have in front of us a needless and unnecessary piece of legislation put before you to convey the thought that women are casually and frivolously engaging in serious decisions.  The abortion rate in Maine has declined by 43.5 percent in the last decade.  Abortion is not on the rise in Maine.  Women are giving it serious consideration before making such a serious decision.  In our other debate we considered experiences in other states and I want to point out to you that in other states the 24-hour waiting period has been used to harass women seeking an abortion so that the protesters outside the clinic could gain her registration, phone her and harass her for the following 24 hours.  I think that is extremely inappropriate and not behavior that we want to encourage in Maine.  Finally, I want to say just one more time that I find this an extremely offensive measure, which suggests that women are not capable of giving serious thought to serious decisions.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is acceptance of the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL� XE "ROLL CALLS:Roll Call No. 92 (L.D. 661)" � NO. 92

	YEA - Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Barth, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Berry RL, Bigl, Brennan, Brooks, Bruno, Bull, Bunker, Cameron, Carleton, Chartrand, Chick, Cianchette, Colwell, Cowger, Cross, Davidson, Donnelly, Dunlap, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gagnon, Gamache, Goodwin, Gooley, Green, Hatch, Honey, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SL, Jones SA, Joyce, Joyner, Kerr, Labrecque, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lemke, Lemont, Lindahl, Lovett, Mailhot, Marvin, Mayo, McElroy, McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Murphy, Muse, Nass, Nickerson, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, Pieh, Pinkham RG, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, Rowe, Savage, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Skoglund, Spear, Stevens, Taylor, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Usher, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Winglass, Winn, Winsor, Wright, Madam Speaker.

	NAY - Ahearne, Belanger DJ, Bodwell, Bolduc, Bouffard, Bragdon, Bumps, Campbell, Chizmar, Clark, Clukey, Desmond, Dexter, Driscoll, Dutremble, Foster, Frechette, Gerry, Gieringer, Joy, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Lane, Layton, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, McAlevey, Meres, Perry, Pinkham WD, Plowman, Samson, Sanborn, Sirois, Snowe-Mello, Stanley, Stedman, Tobin, Treadwell, Tuttle, Underwood, Vedral, Vigue, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM.

	ABSENT - Buck, Farnsworth, Fisk, Kane, Kontos, O'Brien, Ott, True.

	Yes, 97; No, 46; Absent, 8; Excused, 0.

	97 having voted in the affirmative and 46 voted in the negative, with 8 being absent, the motion to accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report was accepted and sent up for concurrence.

                                



	HOUSE DIVIDED REPORT - Majority (9) "Ought Not to Pass" - Minority (4) "Ought to Pass" as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-166) - Committee on Judiciary on Bill "An Act to Require Parental Notification for Minors Seeking Abortions" (H.P. 491) (L.D. 662)

TABLED - April 10, 1997 by Representative THOMPSON of Naples.

PENDING - Motion of same Representative to accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Madawaska, Representative Ahearne.

	Representative AHEARNE� XE "AHEARNE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I believe that today’s current law, the so-called adult involvement law, is nothing.  It is worthless.  Under Title 22, Section 1597-A, Consent to a Minor’s Decision to have an Abortion, in Paragraph 2, Paragraph D, it says, “The Probate Court or District Court issues an order, under Subsection 6, on petition of a minor, or the next friend of the minor, for purposes of filing in a petition for the minor.  My big concern here is exactly at that point what is next friend?  Is it another friend?  Is it another minor?  Is it the boyfriend?  No where in the state statute does it define what next friend is.  If we look through the statutes under Paragraph 6, Paragraph A, again, the minor or next friend of the minor for the purposes for filing a petition may make an application to the Probate Court or District Court which shall assist the minor or next friend of a minor shall file a petition setting forth.  Again, next friend, what is next friend?  Right before Paragraph B at the end of Paragraph A the minor or the next friend shall sign the petition.

	Ladies and gentlemen, I don’t believe that next friend means adult involvement.  Next friend could be another minor.  It could be the boyfriend.  It could be a friend.  It does now specifically say.  I believe that is a major flaw in these so-called adult involvement laws that we currently have on the books.  The information provided to minors, again, it is all voluntary under Paragraph 4, Paragraph A, Subsection 6, “Provide adequate opportunities of a minor to ask any questions concerning the pregnancy, abortion, childcare, adoption and provide them information that minors seek or if the person cannot provide the information and to get where the minor can receive information.”  Once again it is not being required.

	There was discussion under the original bill that there was a judicial bypass that a minor would have to appear before a court, which was stricken out with the amendment that we are not looking at currently, which that addresses.  Under that argument that the minor will be intimidated, I cannot see how they are going to ask questions when they are going through counseling or they are seeking information.  They are going to be scared and it is unfortunate they had to come to this point.  I can’t see how they are going to make the right decision without being properly informed.  For those reasons, ladies and gentlemen, I ask you not to accept the Majority “Ought Not to Pass” Report for the mere fact that next friend does not mean adult involvement.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.

	Representative WATERHOUSE� XE "WATERHOUSE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  For those of you who were here in the 117th, you remember this bill that was before us.  It is the same bill.  We debated it and for the life of me I couldn’t understand why we didn’t think that parents should know whether their little child, young daughter, was going to have this procedure performed on them.  Representative Ahearne is entirely right.  It could be a friend.  When you look at the information and the different articles that appeared in the paper at that time we saw a nationwide poll of how many people thought that parents should know if their young daughter was going to have an abortion.  It was somewhere up around 74 percent.  The country is pretty well divided on the abortion rights, prochoice and prolife.  People view this as a reasonable stand to take.

	One of the big problems when we look around in our society now is the breakup of the family.  We are always stressing on our younger men the responsibilities when they father a child.  We are always promoting the fact that parental responsibilities are being usurped by government actions.  I can’t imagine something that should be more a parental right than to know whether their daughter was going to have a major surgery done on her.  Anytime a child has a medical procedure done on them, that I know of, they have to have get a waiver from the parents before they perform that medical procedure and yet this is a major surgery.  Rights and responsibilities of parents.

	In the last session, in the 117th, we had Representative Layton talk about his young daughter and how very young she was and how this procedure could be performed on her without him knowing about it.  It is outrageous.  This has a judicial bypass to take care of any problems where a situation might arise where the actual abuser, if that is the situation, if the person is her father.  There is no problem in that area.  Think long and hard on how many more rights you want to give up as a parent.  Not to know what is happening to your child.  I urge you to defeat the pending motion.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Naples, Representative Thompson.

	Representative THOMPSON� XE "THOMPSON:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I urge you to support the Majority “Ought Not to Pass” Report on this bill.  To clarify something, the word, next friend is a legal term.  It is clearly in the law in the section pertaining to applying to court.  The word, next friend, has a very definite legal definition, and it does mean you have to be an adult.  That is not an issue here.  The adult involvement law is working.  It is adequate to protect and we have not been presented with any arguments telling us how it has not worked.  This is a file it every two years bill and maybe someday it will pass.  The present law is working.  The next friend does mean an adult.  I urge you to support this report.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Penobscot, Representative Perkins.

	Representative PERKINS� XE "PERKINS:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  This was here two years ago and I voted against it then and I am going to vote against it now.  I asked the question then and I would like to ask it again, if I may, to anybody who supports the requirements.  It is hard for me to envision a situation where a minor child who is pregnant would not be sharing this information with the parents anyway.  It is hard for me to understand a healthy situation where the child would not be sharing this with the parents.  I ask, under what conditions could you envision supporters of this notification requirement, where a healthy situation could exist, but, we as a government, would force the notification?  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Penobscot, Representative Perkins has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.

	Representative WATERHOUSE� XE "WATERHOUSE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Yes, I can visualize that happening.  Just taking a for instance, when my father was alive and I respected his opinion very much and there were things I have done in my life that I didn’t want him to know because I knew he would frown on those things.  I admired him and I wanted him to admire me.  I can see that happening with a young lady whose parents are very traditional and a spouse is after her for whatever reason and she made a mistake and got pregnant and she didn’t want him to know about it.  So much so that she valued her parents respect and admiration so much that she wouldn’t tell them.  I can see that happening very easily.  Madam Speaker, I would like to pose a question to the Chair to the good Representative, Representative Thompson.

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.

	Representative WATERHOUSE� XE "WATERHOUSE:Remarks" �:  Thank you.  Representative Thompson you just talked about the friend had to be an adult.  Could that adult be the boyfriend of the girl who got her pregnant?

	The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse has posed a question through the Chair to the Representative from Naples, Representative Thompson.  The Chair  recognizes that Representative.

	Representative THOMPSON� XE "THOMPSON:Remarks" �:  Thank you Madam Speaker.  There is no definition of who the next friend is.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Crystal, Representative Joy.

	Representative JOY� XE "JOY:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I have not spoken on the two previous bills involving abortion and I don’t think that there is any person in this House who doesn’t know what my position is on abortion.  I am very much opposed to them.  In this particular bill, we see one more step to try to bring about the erosion of the family in this country, particularly in this instance, in the State of Maine.  Eventually, all parental family groups are headed for destruction in one way or another.  What better way to achieve this division and eventual destruction of the family by allowing minors the ability to have things done or seek advice outside of their parents and the family structure?  I think that it was one of our less famous Communist rulers who said, if I can separate one generation of Americans from their parents, I can destroy America.  What better way to try to undertake that than in this idea, which is a very emotional issue to say the least.

	There are other things that are taking place in our world that lead us to have this discussion every two years or in some instances much more often.  Since Roe vs. Wade in 1973, as of two years ago, there has been 34 million abortions performed in this country.  I don’t know how many of those might have been teenagers.  I don’t know if those statistics are out there or not.  Out of the 34 million, I am certain very, very many of those were performed on teenagers and many of them without the parents knowledge.  We have a serious problem facing us and there are many ways that people are attacking our society.  Almost every Legislature in the country has had a doctor-assisted suicide or euthanasia bill in front of it.  I have already mentioned the 34 million abortions since 1973.  The ultimate aim of certain people in this world is to reduce the world population to about 2 billion people.  I would be happy to provide the information on that at some other time.

	Let’s consider the ways that these are being done.  First of all, abortions are prevalent worldwide.  Second, the euthanasia provision.  Third, we have the first major worldwide epidemic that has never been quarantined and the end result of that appears to be death.  Couple that with this expansion that we have had in recent years on the liberalization of abortion.  I think you can see where we are headed.  I urge you to defeat the pending motion and accept the “Ought to Pass.”  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Rowe.

	Representative ROWE� XE "ROWE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I urge you to support the pending “Ought Not to Pass” motion.  I understand the reasoning set forth by the Representative from Madawaska for putting the bill in.  His concern, the next friend of the minor, but I would just point out that under current Maine adult involvement law that the minor or the next friend of the minor can submit the petition to the court for purposes of applying to majority right to consent to an abortion.  The court must make certain findings before the court decides to grant those majority rights.  Included in the evidence that the court must hear, it includes the emotional development, maturity, intellect and understanding of the minor, the nature of possible consequences and alternatives to that abortion and any other evidence that the court may find useful in determining whether the minor should be granted majority rights for the purpose of consenting to an abortion or whether the abortion is in the best interest of the minor.  There is a hearing on this.  This evidence is considered.  If the court determines, the court can grant the petition for majority rights if the court finds that the abortion is in the best interest of the minor.

	No law can safely or sensibly mandate good family communications.  We know there are circumstances when a minor chooses, for very good reasons, not to involve a family member in this decision.  Maine’s current adult involvement law provides an alternative to that, which I think supports young women in making responsible informed decisions.  It is a good law.  It is working.  Judges take a lot into consideration for allowing a minor to consent to abortion.  The counseling that is required under Maine’s adult involvement law is required whether there is adult involvement or not.  If you are not familiar with the counseling, I would ask you to look at the statute because the counseling is fairly extensive that is required when a minor wishes to have an abortion under Maine law.  I am not sure what this bill seeks to do, but I do know that current law in this regard is very good.  It has been recognized as a national model.  It is serving the purpose.  For all the reasons, I would strongly request that you vote for the pending motion of “Ought Not to Pass.”  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Farmingdale, Representative Watson.

	Representative WATSON� XE "WATSON:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I rise today to speak in opposition to LD 662.  As a member of the Judiciary Committee, I am on the Majority “Ought Not to Pass” vote.  I firmly believe in a woman’s constitutional right to determine when she will have a family and our guarantee for her health and life and privacy in making those decisions.  I firmly believe that we live in a very much less than ideal world and this Legislature passed in 1989 Maine’s adult involvement law, which you have heard referred to by the previous speaker.  It guarantees adult involvement and guides us in cases where a young woman cannot go to her parents for whatever reason.  This has worked well in Maine and has been used as a model in other states.

	Many individuals initiating this legislation are associated with the Maine Right to Life Committee, the Christian Civic League and other antichoice groups.  This legislation is not supported by medical groups, family physicians, therapists, youth advocates, groups fighting the abuse of children and other groups traditionally concerned with helping teens and their families.  Judicial bypass system proposed in LD 662 does not provide support for teens in a dangerous family.  According to Maine law the legal purpose of consent hearings is not protection of teenagers from abuse.  Courts and courthouses are public places and the judicial bypass system does not protect the confidentiality of a teenager, but rather requires her to have contact with an average of at least 23 people before a ruling is made.  Engaging in this traumatic and time consuming system or avoiding it increases a teens risk of maybe, possibly, a second trimester abortion and subsequent health problems.

	Physicians, by their choice, may request parental consent to make certain that they either get paid for their services or to guard themselves against malpractice suits.  Public health experts know that confidentiality is a critical factor in a minor seeking reproductive health care including birth control services and prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases.  In my own family, which included a daughter, we always try to encourage our children and to instill in them the value of taking responsibility for their own physical health.  They were always encouraged as they got older to seek out information from qualified sources in regard to any concerns they had in taking care of themselves.  Their health was more important to myself and my husband than any parental jurisdiction that we may not have wanted to advocate to someone else.

	Again, the health and safety of our children should be our concern here today.  I urge you to please join me in the “Ought Not to Pass” on LD 662.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Norridgewock, Representative Meres.

	Representative MERES� XE "MERES:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I rise today to ask you to defeat the motion on the floor and to support parental notification.  I don’t care if I am the last person standing alive and the whole world opposes me there is nothing in me that will not work, to my last breath, to protect the right of the family and to protect children because I think that it is outrageous to believe that parents should be denied notification of something that is traumatically happening to their child unless that parent or that family has proven in a court of law that they are incapable of doing that.  I think it is a God given right, over and above anything in this House, that parents have to protect their children.  I cannot believe for one minute that anything that we are saying here should override that right.  I don’t believe that this says that parents should give their consent even.  It is just to notify them.  I don’t belong to any special groups.  I am just a parent.  If I did belong to a special group that promoted this, so what.  I have a right to that.

	I also know from experience that having children that they are not always going to be lovable.  They are not always going to be easy to manage.  They are not always going to come to their parents right away.  They are going to be sad.  That is just a fact of life  I also know from personal experience what happens when a child is involved in a trauma.  I can say without a doubt that I am very, very happy that there were people there to console my child when that happened.  I wouldn’t deny that for a minute.  I can’t be everywhere and I can’t be that wise, that I would not want someone else who was there to do the right thing for my child.  However, I think I have a right eventually to know what happened.  I am the one that is going to be responsible for dealing with the aftermath of whatever happens.  Don’t tell me that when someone has an abortion that they don’t mourn and that they aren’t depressed and they don’t act out.  They do.  I think that there is nothing in my body and in my spirit that will tell me that the government should be the mother of my child over and above me.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Orono, Representative Stevens.

	Representative STEVENS� XE "STEVENS:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Years ago, when I was a minor, my mother was a legislator here and she helped write the Maine adult involvement law.  The one that stands today.  While I was growing up, my mother greatly respected me and my privacy and by treating me this way, I involved her in all serious decisions that I had to make.  I confided in her, trusted her and I love her and I still do to this day.  Not all women in Maine enjoy such freedom and such functional families.  Some families, if they were to learn of a young woman’s pregnancy, might not be compelled to support her or her decision.  They might encourage her to have an abortion and they might encourage her to carry a pregnancy to term.  They might want her to drop out of school, quit her job or move away and go to Europe for nine months.  In other families the adult guardian might not be so sympathetic.  They might feel compelled to punish the young woman, maybe beat her up or worse.  Maybe the father of the young woman is the cause of the pregnancy.  It happens.  It happens in Maine.

	Currently, my mother prosecutes child abuse cases for the Attorney General.  We read about these situations.  I use these examples to illustrate that young women in functional families like ours probably all of us, do involve their parents in serious decisions.  They trust their parents.  They discuss things with their parents.  They love their parents.  These women are safe.  These women are not the ones who need protection.  The Maine women who need protection and privacy are not in functional families.  If this bill were to pass, young women would have the choice, or not the choice of whether or not to get an abortion, but whether or not which back alley abortionist might not provide this procedure without parental consent.  Women will find ways around the parental consent law if it were to pass.  Please join me and help protect our Maine women who survive in dysfunctional families, but give them the respect and the freedom to involve the adult of their choice.  The father and mother might not always be that adult.  The Maine adult involvement law works.  Maine women are educated consoled, prayed for and consulted through this law.

	Please accept the Majority “Ought Not to Pass” Report and support the law that was designed by my mother and the people who came here before us and let the law stand.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bangor, Representative Baker.

	Representative BAKER� XE "BAKER, Bangor:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I don’t think there is any more important issue before us today than the strengthening of Maine families.  In healthy families, daughters and sons will inform parents of a pregnancy.  They will, together, discuss options.  Unfortunately, not all families are capable of meeting the needs of their members.  We know of families riddled with alcohol.  We know of families riddled with physical and emotional abuse.  We know of families riddled with incest.  We know of families riddled with mental illness.  Teens from these dysfunctional families will be most damaged by the proposed parental notification law.  Teens who choose not to involve their parents, about 25 percent, make the decision usually because their parents are unable, or unwilling, to be supportive or because the family relationship is already troubled.  These teens often rightfully fear verbal, physical or sexual abuse by a parent and sometimes they have never met the parents.  As horrendous as it sounds, sometimes fathers have fathered their own grandchildren.  We must work to strengthen Maine families, all of us, without putting Maine teens, those in unhealthy families, further at risk.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.

	Representative WATERHOUSE� XE "WATERHOUSE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I couldn’t agree with the last speaker more.  The point is, we have a judicial bypass in this bill that will take care of all those situations that she is referring to.  We don’t take that out of present law.  I heard the good Representative Watson say and I think I heard her right, she said that medical groups were opposed to this type of legislation.  It is interesting that parents can’t be informed, but they can pay the medical bills as the good Representative from the 117th, who debated this on the floor, Representative Roger Pouliot said.  They don’t want me to know, but it’s okay if we pay the medical bills.

	In reference to what Representative Rowe queried to earlier.  He doesn’t know the point behind this bill.  The point, in my eyes, is to let parents be informed along with the young girl’s boyfriend who may have gotten her pregnant and taken her to the abortionist and given her the concealing or whatever.  We constantly hear about women making mature choices.  We are not always talking about women here.  We are talking about 14 year olds, 13 year olds and maybe even 12 year old.  In the 117th, Representative Layton talked about his young daughter, even younger than that.  We hear about extreme cases of child abuse and nonsupportive parents.  Let’s give those parents who would support their daughter a chance to know.

	For those of you who are interested in the Supreme Court’s stand on this in Casey vs. Pennsylvania, not only did they uphold informing the parents, but they upheld a statute that said that parental consent for a minor was legal and constitutional.  We are talking about parental notification.  I urge you to defeat the pending motion.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Standish, Representative Mack.

	Representative MACK� XE "MACK:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Great Honorable Men and Women of the House.  The question before us is who should be in charge of children?  Should parents be in charge and know about what goes on with their children?  I say yes.  There is also another question.  I often hear of abortions being safe, legal and rare, but how rare are they, really?  One-third, about 30 percent, of the total number of pregnancies end in abortion and about one-half of abortions are to women under the age of 25 and one-half of abortions are to woman who have had previous abortions.  This is definitely not rare, in my opinion.  Abortions are used as birth control.  A girl goes out, the pill fails, the condom fails and don’t worry, you can have an abortion.  Your parents don’t even have to know about it.  Please support this amendment and vote against the Majority “Ought Not to Pass” so we can encourage some parental involvement and hopefully stamp out some promiscuity and have these girls think twice.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Rowe.

	Representative ROWE� XE "ROWE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Colleagues of the House.  Who should be in charge of children?  Certainly parents should.  But responsible parents should and not parents who abuse children, coerce them, demean them and at certain times even impregnate them.  I do not think they should be in charge of their children.  That is why we have this law.  I talked about concealing earlier.  The concealing that is required under the current Maine law, which requires the provision of alternative choices available for managing the pregnancy including carrying the pregnancy to term and placing the child with a relative or another family member through foster care or adoption.  It also includes the discussion of the possibility of involving the minor’s parent, guardian or other adult family members in the minor’s decision and exploring whether the minor believes that involvement would be in the minor’s best interest.

	As Representative Stevens said, this bill was well thought out.  It has been in place of a while.  It works.  You can’t legislate family communications.  I know all of us who have spoken feel strongly that if our child became pregnant, we would expect our child to come to us, talk with us, look for guidance and we would deal with this together with our God and with our family.  All families aren’t like that.  I just implore you for those families and for those children, this law works.  It doesn’t need changing.  Thank you.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Mapleton, Representative Desmond.

	Representative DESMOND� XE "DESMOND:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I am afraid this bill is too encompassing.  Parents are responsible for their children.  They should know what is going on with their children, but not all do.  Having an abortion is such a traumatic situation, just knowing that you have terminated a life.  It must be overwhelming.  We all have our ghosts, but for the most part our ghosts are over minor things that we wish we had done or had not done.  I would not want my child to make a decision that could affect her whole life.  Depression has a devastating affect on health and personality and that is very real.  Children do want parental approval and may be too embarrassed or afraid to include their parents in their decisions.  This can happen in the very best of families.  Children just want their parents to like them and to approve of what they do.  They go to others who don’t care as much for their welfare.  Our society needs to support families.  That means helping parents to help their children.  I am afraid that this bill would take away the right of too many parents by just considering a few.  Thank you.

	Representative Ahearne of Madawaska requested a roll call on the motion to accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report.

	More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bremen, Representative Pieh.

	Representative PIEH� XE "PIEH:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I wanted to respond to Representative Perkins’ question about when do you not tell the parents.  I had the dubious pleasure of running a group home for eight years for children ages 12 to 18.  I had in that home children that were victims of abuse, incest, alcoholism and drug abuse.  I had a child who had watched the father kill the mother and then kill himself.  I had a child who had accidentally shot her sister.  I had a child who later became a murderer.  Every one of those children, I tried to work with their families and I can tell you that those families were not the appropriate help.  What our current law does is it gives appropriate help to people who are in this kind of a situation.  I even had a family that placed their child in care because she was out of control.  When the courts went to them, this is a wealthy family, you will pay us $200 a month towards your child’s control and also for care.  The family refused.  The message that child got is what is love worth.  I think we need to love our children and extend our concept of what a healthy family is so that we can help take care of these children that are in dire straits.  Thank you very much.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Glenburn, Representative Winn.

	Representative WINN� XE "WINN:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I have bit my tongue for a couple of days now about speaking on this issue.  Like many of you, it is a very personal and significant issue to me.  I, in particular, have two young daughters.  Many of you have met them.  One is 12 and one is 17, two girls.  I have a lot of concerns about parental involvement.  I think parents should be involved.  I think we have a right to know.  I want to respond, in particular, to some comments that have been made about mourning.  The argument seems to be that, if people have an abortion there is going to be a mourning period and therefore the parents have the right to know in order to protect the child from going through that mourning period.  I heard mourning talk on Thursday, also.  Yes, I understand people that have had an abortion do have psychological affects as a result of it.  I want to say, however, that there are a lot of parents and a lot of women who give birth to children and mourn for the birth of their child also and that hasn’t been discussed.

	My oldest daughter is 17 and is quite severely learning disabled.  If the truth was known, I probably mourned over that every single day of her life for 17 years.  It is a great pain and a great anguish.  On the other hand, 17 years ago, I was allowed to make the decision as to whether I was going to give birth to this handicapped child.  It was probably the most difficult decision that I have ever had to make in my life, but I was allowed to make that decision.  What I am trying to point out to you, ladies and gentlemen of the House, is that there are no good answers.  You mourn if you have the abortion and you mourn if you give birth.  It is a difficult decision and I think that government needs to stay out of it as much as possible and let the people decide.

	I have a concern that if we pass this into law, LD 662, that it will be too constrictive.  When I was pregnant with my daughter I was 24 years old.  I could not talk to my parents about it.  There was nobody nearby that I could talk to about it.  I reached out and I found some friends and I did some soul searching and I came to the decision on my own.  I don’t think it is right to insist that people of any age, whether they are over 21 or under 21, that they be forced to talk to their parent, judge or a relative.  In some situations it just doesn’t work.  No, I was not from an abusive family and no, my family was not ultraconservative, but I could not talk to my mother about that.  I probably couldn’t talk to her today if it happened again.  I would say as a parent of two young teenage daughters and for anybody else who is concerned in promoting this whole issue of parental notification and the parents should be involved and the parents have a right to know what is going on what I suggest you do is do what I do and what I think any caring parent would do and that is to keep track of when children are having their period and what they are doing.  I suggest the time to know what is going on is before the child gets pregnant and not to cry out that all of a sudden you don’t know what is going on when you have been ignoring your children for months and years and years.  All of a sudden, then, you try to insist that you have a right to know.  The time to know what your daughters are doing is before they get pregnant.  Thank you very much.

	The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL� XE "ROLL CALLS:Roll Call No. 93 (L.D. 662)" � NO. 93

	YEA - Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Barth, Berry RL, Bigl, Bodwell, Bolduc, Brennan, Brooks, Bruno, Buck, Bull, Bunker, Cameron, Carleton, Chizmar, Cianchette, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Dunlap, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gagnon, Gamache, Gooley, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SL, Jones SA, Kerr, Labrecque, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lemke, Lemont, Lindahl, Lovett, Mailhot, Marvin, Mayo, McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Murphy, Muse, Nickerson, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, Pieh, Pinkham RG, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Rines, Rowe, Sanborn, Savage, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Skoglund, Spear, Stevens, Taylor, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Usher, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Winn, Wright, Madam Speaker.

	NAY - Ahearne, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bouffard, Bragdon, Bumps, Campbell, Chick, Clark, Clukey, Cross, Desmond, Dexter, Donnelly, Driscoll, Dutremble, Foster, Frechette, Gerry, Gieringer, Honey, Joy, Joyce, Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Lane, Layton, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, McAlevey, McElroy, Meres, Nass, Perry, Pinkham WD, Plowman, Richard, Samson, Sirois, Snowe-Mello, Stanley, Stedman, Tobin, Treadwell, Tuttle, Underwood, Vedral, Vigue, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winglass, Winsor.

	ABSENT - Chartrand, Farnsworth, Fisk, Goodwin, Kane, Kontos, O'Brien, Ott, True.

	Yes, 87; No, 55; Absent, 9; Excused, 0.

	87 having voted in the affirmative and 55 voted in the negative, with 9 being absent, the motion to accept the Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report was accepted and sent up for concurrence.

                                



	Bill "An Act to Include Slide-in Truck Campers in Property That May Be Included in the Trade-in Allowance Credit" (H.P. 62) (L.D. 87)

- In House, Minority "Ought to Pass" as amended Report of the Committee on Taxation read and accepted and the Bill passed to be engrossed as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-68) on March 31, 1997.

- In Senate, Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report of the Committee on Taxation read and accepted in non-concurrence.

TABLED - April 10, 1997 (Till Later Today) by Representative KONTOS of Windham.

PENDING - Further Consideration.

	On motion of Representative Tripp of Topsham, the House voted to Insist and ask for a Committee of Conference.

                                



	By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ordered sent forthwith.

                                



	On motion of Representative Cameron of Rumford, the House adjourned� XE "ADJOURNMENT:Daily" � at 12:05 p.m., until 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, April 15, 1997.

�

Page � PAGE �968�



April 14, 1997







LEGISLATIVE RECORD- HOUSE, April 14, 1997





H-� PAGE �457�








