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Educate Maine Overview

• Educate Maine is a business-led, education advocacy organization.
• Our mission: Champion career readiness by increasing the educational 

attainment of Maine people, enabling all students to succeed in 
postsecondary education and the workplace.
• Our vision: All Maine people will reach their greatest educational and 

economic potential to power a vibrant, globally competitive Maine 
economy.



Educate Maine Programs



RESOURCE: Education 
Indicators • 10 indicators on access, 

participation, and 
attainment throughout the 
educational pipeline in 
Maine, from pre-K through 
adulthood

• Disaggregated data by 
economic status, gender, 
and race wherever available

• Additional resources and 
information about Maine 
schools and students



RESOURCE: Education Funding in Maine

• Current policy brief about how 
public education is funded in 
Maine
• Identifies state, federal, and 

local funding
• Includes sections on early 

childhood, K-12, higher 
education, and adult education
• Reviews Essential Programs 

and Services funding model





2017 - LD 1638
“An Act to Promote Workforce Education 

Attainment” 

• State adoption of 60% by 2025 goal
• Annual reporting to both the IDEA Committee and Education and 

Cultural Affairs Committee
• Coordination with State Workforce Board and MaineSpark



Maine’s Progress

Source: “A Stronger Nation” from the 
Lumina Foundation (2020)



The 
Challenges of 
the 
Pandemic 

• The quick transition of all educational institutions 
in response to the pandemic
• The incredible work of Maine educators 
• Disengaged learners at varying levels
• Equity
• Student aspirations
• Postsecondary planning
• Educator Workforce
• Broadband
• Childcare



The 
Opportunities 
of the 
Pandemic 

• The momentum toward increased support for high 
quality and affordable childcare across Maine 
to encourage increased workforce participation and 
credential attainment among adults

• Recognition of the significant need for all Maine 
people to have access to high speed internet in order 
to learn, work, and contribute to society

• Reinforcement of the need for multiple career 
pathways for students and adults to thrive in 
education and the economy

• Recognition of the importance of educators including 
classroom educators, administrators, and support 
staff

• The growth of online learning in all levels of 
education and the focus on the most essential skills 
and knowledge students need to know



Educate Maine Resources

• Staff: 
Jason Judd, Executive Director, jason@educatemaine.org
Katherine Johnston, Director of Research and Strategic Initiatives, 
katherine@educatemaine.org
Dolly Sullivan, Program Director, dolly@educatemaine.org
Angela Oechslie, Program Director, angela@educatemaine.org

• Research and Reports
• Education Indicators Website: educationindicators.me
• Policy Brief Series: https://www.educatemaine.org/research-reports
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