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STATE OF MAINE 
124m LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular Session of the 124 th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report( s ), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor( s ), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER ....... Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES XXX.. .. .. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE. .. ....... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES..... .. ................................... ... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ............ One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT......... .. ............ Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.. ............................ ... .......... .. ...... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .......... Emergency bill failed to get 213 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE...... .. .................... .... Billfailed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT......... .. ........... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 213 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP........ .................... ................ .. ........... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)....... .. ... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX....... .................. .. Chapter# of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLICXXX. ................ .. ......... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX... .................. .. ... Chapter# of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session of the 
124'" Legislature is Monday, July 12, 2010. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 
measure is specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 
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LD628 

Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

An Act To Allocate Prospective Federal Funding To Support Maine's 
Dairy Industry 

Sponsor(s) 

MCCABE 
MILLSP 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 628 was carried over from the First Regular Session. This bill is a concept draft tbat proposes to allocate 

prospective federal funding to suppmt the State's dairy industry. 

ONTP 

LD687 Resolve, To Direct the Department of Conservation To Seek To Acquire 
Public Access to the Dead River 

RESOLVE153 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP OTP-AM S-363 

LD 687 was carried over from the First Regular Session. This resolve requires the Department of Conservation to 

give priority under the Land for Maine's Future Fund to acquire, support and maintain public access to swift rivers 
and great ponds. Authority is granted to the department to use eminent domain, as necessary, to acquire and 
maintain access to key launching poin~s on the Dead River and the Kennebec River. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-363) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. It directs the Department of Conservation to seek to acquire a public 
right-of-way along approximately 16 miles of the Lower Enchanted Road, from Route 201 in West Forks Plantation 
westward to an area used for vehicle parking and launching watercraft into the Dead River. It does not authorize use 
of eminent domain nor does it designate acquisition of this right-of-way as a priority for the Land for Maine1s Future 
Fund. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Reso!vel009/chapter ]53 dir~ctsth~ Deparll)lentofConservation to seekto acquireapubli~right'.~f-way along 

approx®at~ly 16 n;iles oftbe L.ower Enchanted Road, from Route 201 in )V estForks P!antition we~tWard to. an al'ea 
nsedforvehicle p~rkingandlaunching waterc.r~ll into the Dead River .• The department is.notreq~fred to assume an 
obligation t9 ®prove or maintain the right-of-way at public expe~sec The depart"':ent is directedto se~k pri~ate and 

pu~li_C ~nd_s_to secure pubFp -~,cc_ess _via eas~Illents.or_ fee acq~i_s_it_ions~-- _.The res_olv~_:re_q~ires the ~-ep_artme_ntto report 
to .the joint standing "'.'mmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over conse1vationmatters no !(\(er than 
January 10, :201Land authorizestbe committee to submit a billto theFfrst Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

LD 1182 An Act To Prevent Price Gouging in the Sale of Milk 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP ONTP 

ONTP 



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

LD 1182 was carried over from the First Regular Session. This bill prohibits the sale of milk for an unconscionably 
excessive price. It authorizes the Maine Milk Commission to investigate to determine whether the price is 
unconscionably excessive whenever the retail price to consumers for milk exceeds twice what is paid to producers of 

the milk. If the commission finds probable cause to believe that the price is unconscionably excessive, it may after 
notice and hearing make findings and issue orders to prohibit such practices. The bill specifies certain 
circumstances that are evidence of an unconscionably excessive price. It authorizes the commission to assess a 

penalty ofup to $100 per day for each violation with the proceeds to be remitted to the Women, Infants and Children 
Special Supplemental Food Program to be used to purchase milk and milk products for clients of the program. 

LD 1238 An Act Concerning the National Animal Identification System 

Sponsor(s) 

HAMPER 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-641 

LD 1238 was cruTied over from the First Regular Session. This bill requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Resources to adopt rules to implement a national animal identification system if federal law makes the 

system mandatory. If the national identification system is voluntary, this bill prohibits the commissioner from 
forcing participation in the system, withholding indemnity from a person who does not paiiicipate in the system or 
denying or revoking pennits, licenses, services, grants or other benefits or incentives to a person who does not 
participate in the system. The bill prohibits a municipality or political subdivision from enacting or maintaining an 

ordinance requiring participation in an animal identification system except to conform to a state requiren1ent. The 
bill also prohibits the commissioner from disseminating any confidential information to the national animal 
identification system unless to prevent or control a disease or to protect the public health, safety or welfare. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-641) 

This amendment clarifies that the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources is authorized to adopt 
rules to in1plement a national animal identification system only if the system becomes mandatory through action at 
the federal level. It also revises the confidentiality provision in the bill to clarify that information provided to the 

commissioner under either a mandatory or voluntary system is confidential. The commissioner is authorized to 
disclose information to government entities if disclosure is necessary to prevent or control disease or to protect the 
public. The commissioner may publish and release as public infonnation summary reports using aggregate data that 

does not reveal the activities of an individual person or firm. This amendment also adds an automatic repeal date of 
January 1, 2013. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 544r,quires.th~ Cpmmissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural .Resources to adopt rules .to 
inlplem011t a nationalanimalidenpfication system but only iffede~allawmakes the ~ystem mandat01y. If the 

national ide~tification ~ystem i5voluntruy, chapte! 544 prohipi!S the commissioner from forcing pru'(icipationin the 
system or imposing :;my penalty on orwithho.lding anY benefitfrqlll a person who d0es notpa,i:ti~ipate in the system. 
Chapter544 prohibits~ municip~lity •or political.subdivision from enactingormaintllining an ordinance requiring 

part_icipati_~n iri an --~-~-imali_denti:fication sys~~rn:exce,ptto Confonn to _a state~requirement_It designates .infonnation 

provided_ t() the co1lllnissi9~,er uQd_~r ~itlier:a m~datory _or volun!ary __ system as, confid~11tial.-- The com.inission_e~ is 
authorized to' -discl~se informatiOn 'to: government_entities if-disclosure is necessary to' p_reVent or control disease,-or to_ 

protect the public .. The colrulli~sionermay publish and release as public i11forrnatio~ summary repo1tsusing .. . 
aggregate <lat.a that does not reveal the activities of ari individual person or firm. .The provisions en~ctedin. this 

chapter !11'~ repealedoll January 1, 2013;. 
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LD 1239 

Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

An Act To Provide Funding To Educate Homeowners in Integrated Pest 

Management 

Sponsor(s) 

BLANCHARD 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-619 

LD 1239 was carried over from the First Regular Session. This bill establishes a 15¢ per container fee on the retail 
sale of pesticides. The proceeds of the fee are deposited in the Maine Pesticide Education Fund, which is used to 
fund the Integrated Pest Management Fund, the Board of Pesticides Control and the University of Maine 

Cooperative Extension for pest management education programs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-619) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a one-time transfer of $50,000 from the Board of Pesticides Control to the 

University of Maine Cooperative Extension for educating homeowners in integrated pest management. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pri;ate and Special Law 2omi; phapter 31 makes aone-tiriie transfer of $50;00() from the Board ofPesti~ides Control 
iO'.-ihetJni_v:ersify ofM_aine_-Cooperative E~ensi9n for eduCa:ting-hqmeo~n~fs in lntegrated pe_stmaiiagemen~_·-__ -

P & S31 

LD 1517 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 26: 
Producer Margins, a Major Substantive Role of the Maine Milk 

Commission 

RESOLVE155 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-608 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 26: Producer Margins, a 1najor substantive rule of 
the Depa1tment of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, Maine Milk Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-608) 

This amendment denies authorization for final adoption of portions of Chapter 26: Producer Margins, a major 
substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, Maine Milk Commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R,esolve 2009; ch~pterl55 denies authodzatfr.m for final adoption of portions of Chapter 26:ProducerMargins,~ . 
majorsub~tantiye rule of the Department ofAgricultm'e, Food and Rµrai Resources,Maine Milk Co!Ilmis.sion. The 
production tiers and target pri<:es proposed in the provisionally adopted rule. conflict with those. enacted lffiderPublic 

Law 2009, chapter 467 .. ( See bill swnmary for LD 1758) 

Resolve 2009, chapter 155 was fi1lally passed as an emergency measure effective February 12, 2010. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

LD 1547 An Act To Revise Notification Requirements for Pesticides Applications 
Using Aircraft or Air-carrier Equipment 

Sponsor(s) 

O'BRIEN 

Committee Report 

011'-AM A 
011'-AM B 
OTP-AM C 

Amendments Adopted 

H-725 

S-492 NUTTING J 

This bill proposes revisions to requirements for notification of pesticides applications using aircraft or 

air-carrier equipment as enacted in Public Law 2009, chapter 378. The revisions include: 

1. Excluding backpack sprayers from the definition of 11 air-carrier equipment"; 

2. Adding a definition for 11sensitive area likely to be occupied" and requiring land managers to notify owners, 

lessees and managers before the beginning of the spray season of intended pesticides applications when the 

sensitive area abuts and lies within 1,320 feet of the intended spray area; 

PUBLIC 584 
EMERGENCY 

3. Allowing the information sent to participants in the pesticide information registry to be provided at any time 

the day before an application rather than a minimum of24 hours before an application; 

4. Authorizing waivers of notification requirements when public health or natural resources are threatened. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-725) 

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and 

Forestry. It replaces the bill and repeals the requirement enacted in Public Law 2009, chapter 378 for 

preseason notification of the intent to apply pesticides using aircraft or air-carrier equipment. It requires land 

managers to notify a person on the registry of aerial applications when the registered property is within 1,320 

feet of the spray area. The maximum distance requiring notification is 1,320 feet for air-carrier applications 

except for those directing the spray into the crowns of fruit trees or Christmas trees where the maximum 

distance is 500 feet. The amendment authorizes the board to adopt certain rules as routine technical rules in 

2010. It requires the board to report to the legislative committee of jurisdiction no later than February 1, 2011 

regarding the comprehensive notification registry and notification requirements. The amendment directs the 

board to recommend legislation and authorizes the committee of jurisdiction to submit a bill to the !25th 

Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-726) 

This amendment is a minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. It 

differs from the majority rep01t by requiring land managers to notify a person on the registry of all applications 

using air-carrier equipment when the registered property is within 1320 feet of the spray area. It also differs from 

the majority report in that it does not provide an exemption from notifying those on the registry when the land 

manager is in compliance with another type of notice or notification. 

Committee Amendment "C" (H-727) 

This amendment is a minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. It 

retains and revises the preseason notification requirements enacted under Public Law 2009, chapter 378 and repealed 

in Committee Amendments nA" and "B 11
• It includes a definition for 11 areas likely to be occupied" and specifies that 

preseason notification need be sent only to residents and managers of areas likely to be occupied that lie within 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

1,320 feet of an intended spray area. Committee Atnendrnent ucn differs from the majority report in that it does not 

provide an exemption from notifying those on the registry when the land manager is in co1npliance with another type 

of notice or notification. Like Con1mittee Amendment 11B ",this amendment does not lower the maximum distance 

requiring notification for applications into the crowns of fruit trees and Christ1nas trees using airRcarrier equipment. 

This amendment differs from both the majority report and Committee Amendment 11B 11 in that it does not contain an 

allowance for notification on the day of an application. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (SR492) 

This amendment requires a land manager to provide people on the registry with the location of the property on 

which pesticides will be applied. It repeals the maximum distance of 500 feet for certain applications using 

air-carrier equipment effective January 1, 2012. It gives additional direction to the State Board of Pesticides Control 

in developing rules for notification of pesticides applications and in developing the report to be submitted to the 

joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters. 

It also removes authorization for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural 

matters to submit a bill during the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009, chapter 584.repeals the requiremenfenacted in Public.Law 2009, chapter 378 for preseason 

notification of the }ntent to apply pesticides using aircraft or air-carrier equipment. H directs the Depmtment of 

Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, Board of Pesticides Control to develop a comprehensive registry;'lf people 

wanting to be notified ofpesticides applications near property they own oi· lease oron wbich they reside, This 
Chapt_er ditects ·the h6ard io take· certain aCtions tO_ increaSe' awareness of the:-registry .and.·authorizes -acceptari-Ce of 

d~n_atioils ·and .. grants tO. prom.ate· awareness of the.regiStly~:t~ deVe1op efficieilt 1necli~isms-for·acCe~sirtg th~. regi,stry . 

. and to promote compliance. It requires land managers t{) notify a person on the registry of aerial applications wh~n · 

the registered property is within 1,320 feet of the spray area. The maximum distance req~iring notification is 1,320 

feet for air'can·ier applications except for those directing spray into the crowns of fruit trees or Christmas trees. The 

maximum distance of 500 feetfor these applications is repealed January 1, 2012. 

Notific~tion of thos~ on the registry is not required for aerial pe~ticides applicatfons to control forest pests and. other 

~ppJ.ications covered under ihe Maille Revised Statut~s, Title 22, section 1471-Rwhen those applications are in 
co111plianc~ \Vith the rules of th~ board or for nonagiicultural pesticides appHcations when those applications are in 
.cmnpliance with notification requirements for people on the registry that existed prior to 2009. .This exemption is in 

effe$tuntil Jariuary 1, 2012. N'otification on the day ofblit prior to application of pesticides is acceptable in.ce1tain 

sitri'a#~n¥: .. _--The bbard ·ts ~~thO~ized tO waive .notification TequirementS when _public health o~ iiRtutai' reS~Urces' are 

threatened. 

Chapter 584 authorizes the board 1o adopt certain rules as routine technical rnlesin 2010 and requires the board to 

reportto the legislative conllnittee of jurisdiction 11? lat.er than February 1, 2011 on progress made in developing a 

comprehensive notification registry, reco1Ilillended .distances aild types of applications. requiring notification; the 

effectivern'5s ofpublic awareness activities, and alternate methods of providing notification to people onthe 

registl}'. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 584 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April I, 20l0c 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

LD 1585 Resolve, To Enhance Protection of Maine Farms and Nnrseries 

Sponsor(s) 

MCCABE 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-620 

This bill requires the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to adopt rules to regulate the sale of 

annual plants by large-scale retailers and the producers that supply those retailers with plants on consignment. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (H~620) 

The amendment replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources to adopt a rule requiring a person shipping tomato seedlings into the State to notify the State 
Horticulturist prior to shipment. It also requires the commissioner to examine license fees in other states, consider 

the benefits of a dedicated account to receive license fees and make recommendations to the Joint Standing 

Committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture matters regarding licenses to sell nursery stock. 

Enacted Law Summary 

RESOLVE159 
EMERGENCY 

Res~lve 2009, chapter 159tli~~~ts the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and RuralResources to. adopt a rule. 

requiring a person shipping to mat~ seedlings into the St~te to notify the State Horticulturist p1ior to shipment..· It• · 
also requires th~ comm_issioner to~ examine license fees in othe1• states, __ consider the __ benefits_ of a dedicated_ :account to 

receive license fees and make recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee of the Legislature having 

jurisdiction over agriculture 1natters regarding licenses to sen nm·sery stock: 

Resolve 2009, chaj>ter}59 was finally passed as an emergency measure on March 9,2010. 

LD 1586 An Act To Amend the Definition of "Farmers' Market" 

Sponsor(s) 

PJEH 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-666 

Current law requires that at least 75o/o of products offered for sale by each seller at a farmers' market must be grown 

or processed by that seller. This bill changes the definition of 11farmers1 market11 to require that only 75% of the 

sellers at a farmers' market must meet this requirement. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-666) 

PUBLIC 547 

EMERGENCY 

This amendment clarifies that only vendors selling farm or food products at a farmers' market must meet the 

requirement that 75% of those products be grown or processed by the vendor or under the vendor's direction. It 

requires a vendor selling fann or food products grown or processed by another person to identify the farm and 

location on which the product originated. The amendment specifically includes fiber and fiber products in the 

definition of farm and food products. It exempts people selling baked goods at farmers' markets from certain rules in 

the State of Maine Food Code 2001, Chapter 331 of Department of Ag1iculture, Food and Rural Resources rules. It 

adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

Public Law :ioo9, ch~pter S4 7 revises the lawpertailllng t~ {,;;;,,ers markets to clarify that only vendo~~ selling f~rm 
or food products at a farmers' market must meet the requirement that 75%of those products be grown or processed 
by the vendor or under the vendo'.'s direction. It reqi;ires a vendor selling farm or food products grown or processed 
by another person to identify the farm and location on which the product originated. Chapter 54 7 als? amends the 
Maine Food Law to allow people selling at farmers' markets to display and sell unpackaged baked goods; 

Public Law 2009, chapter 54.7 was enacted as ru1 emergency measure effective March 25, 2010. 

LD 1587 An Act To Amend the Animal Welfare Laws PUBLIC 548 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

PIEH 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Rep01t 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-684 

This bill strengthens the animal trespass statute and allows the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Resources to market and sell general merchandise to generate supplemental funds for the animal welfare program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-684) 

This amendment clarifies the means by which the Department of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Resources can 

recover costs incu1Ted in responding to a violation of animal trespass laws. The amendment also clarifies that the 

anitnal trespass provision applies to animals that are unattended on a public road. The amendment changes the late 
fee for dog licenses from $15 to $25, the fee formerly applicable to dog onwers who were placed on a warren! for 
failure to license a dog .. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 54fallows the corut to order>a pers~n to pay restitution to the Department of 

Agripulture, F qod, and Rural Reso~rces for costs incurred while. assisting .a municipalityor law enfor~ement 

.officer in respondingtoa violation pf animaltrespru;s laws. The. amendment als.o clarifies that the. animal 

trespass provision applies to anifnals that are unattended on a publicroad. ,Chapter548 authorizes the 
commissioner to sell merchandise to supple~entthe animal welfare auxiliary fund .. The amendment changes 

the late feefor dog lice1!ses .fr<Jm $15to $2.5c Provision~ re~uiring a municipal warrantanda $25 late foe for 
dogs not licensed byJanuary30.thyvere repealed by Publk Law 2009, chapter343, section 13 without the 

intended corresponding increru;e.in the late fee without a warrant. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 548 was enacted as an. emergency measure effective March 25, 2010. 

LD 1598 An Act To Strengthen the Laws against Cruelty to Animals 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON 01P-AM S-419 

This bill changes the penalty for animal cruelty by increasing the class of certain crimes from Class D crimes to 

Class C crimes when 25 or more animals are involved. It authorizes the court to order a person convicted of 

animal cruelty to recover the cost of relocating animals. It adds probation as a sentencing option for Class D 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

animal cruelty violations. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-419) 

This amendtnent removes the provision in the bill that made a Class D violation of animal cruelty involving 25 or 
more animals a Class C crime. It provides an expedited schedule for hearings when animals have been seized 

without a court order and specifies evidence that is admissible at a possession hearing. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2009, chapter 573 authorizes the court to o~der a pe1;on ~onvictedof an"ima!.cruelty to recover. the cost 

of relocating animals .. It adds probation as a sentencing optio11 for ClassD !j11imal cruelty violations. It provides an 
expedited schedule for hearings when animals have been seized without a court .order and specifies evidence .that is 

3d1nissib~e a~ a p~SsesSi_oD)1~a~~g._ 

LD 1607 An Act To Regulate the Transportation of Firewood 

Sponsor(s) 

MCCABE 
GOODALL 

Committee Repmt 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-667 

S-442 NUTTING J 

PUBLIC 585 

EMERGENCY 

This bill prohibits the transportation of firewood into the State. The Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the 
Department of Conservation is authorized to use rulemaking to implement the prohibition. Firewood that is 
packaged and clearly labeled as "kiln dried" or certified by the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service is exempt from the prohibition. It directs the Bureau of Parks and Lands, also within 
the Department of Conservation, to work with the Bureau of Forestry to restrict the transportation of firewood into 

state parks and other lands managed by the Bureau of Parks and Lands. This bill also requires the director to use 
available resources to conduct surveillance to detect the presence of the e1nerald ash borer and the Asian longhomed 

beetle. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-667) 

This amendment direpts the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Conservation to seek 

fundirig sufficient to implement restrictions on the transportation of firewood into the State. It requires the director 
to use existing rule-making authority to establish restrictions on the transportation of firewood into the State as soon 
as adequate funding to implement the rule is secured. It removes the definition of 11 firewood" in the bill, allowing a 

definition to be established by rule. 

This amendment revises the directive to the Bureau of Forestry and the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the 

Department of Conservation to work closely on restricting firewood transported into state parks and other lands 
managed by the Bureau of Parks and Lands. The atnendment clarifies that this directive is not dependent on rules 
being adopted under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 8306. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-442) 

This amendment adds a definition of"firewood11 and allows the Director of the Bureau ofForestty within the 

Department of Conservation to P!opose modifications to the definition to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature havingjutisdiction over forestry matters to achieve the intent of this legislation to protect the State1s 

forests from pests. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

Public.Law 2009, chapter 585 requires the Director of the Bureau of Forestry withinthe Department of 
Conservation to use existing rule-making authority to establish restrictions on the transpottation of firewood 
into the State to protect the forest from introduction of the emerald ash borer and the Asian longhomed beetle, 
It requires the director to seek funding sufficient to implement restrictions on the transportation of firewood into 
the State. The. Act contains a definition of "firewood." It also requh·es the director to use available resources 
to conductsurveillanceto detect the presence of the emerald ash borer and the Asian longhomed beetle. 

The Bureau of Forestry and the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of ConservatiOn are directed 
to work together on restricting firewood transported into state parks and other .lands managed by the Bureau of . 
Parks and Lands to protect the forests from the introd.uction of the emerald ash borer and the Asian longhorned 
beetle. 

Public Law 2009, chapter585 was enacted.as emergency legislation effective April 1, 2010. 

LD 1684 An Act To Amend the Laws That Provide an Exemption for 

Agricultural Guard Dogs from Municipal Ordinances Governing 
Barking Dogs 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

DAVIS G 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bi11 restricts the exemption from barking dog ordinances for agricultural working dogs to dogs engaged in 
agricultural guarding or herding activities on land that is classified as farmland under the State1s current use taxation 
program for farmland and land that is not classified as farmland but meets other criteria relating to size, use and 
location. 

LD 1698 An Act To Prevent the Spread of Eastern Equine Encephalitis 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PIOTTI ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposes to establish a state-municipal partnership to 
improve suppression, prevention and reporting of eastern equine encephalitis. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD 1726 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 28: 
Notification Provisions for Outdoor Pesticide Applications, a Major 

Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources, Board of Pesticides Control 

RESOLVE173 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-683 
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This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 28: Notification Provisions for Outdoor Pesticide 

Applications, a major substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, Board of 

Pesticides Control. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-683) 

This amendment denies authorization for final adoption of portions of Chapter 28: Notification Provisions for 

Outdoor Pesticide Applications, a provisionally adopted tnajor substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, 

Food and Rural Resources, Board of Pesticides Control. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 173 denies authorization for final adoption ofrules proposed by the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, Board. of Pesticides Control and pertaining to notification for outdoor 

pesticides applications. 

Re.solve 2009, chapter 173 was fmally passed as au emergency measure effective March 25, 2010. 

See the bill s\lmmary for LD 1547 for statutory chauges to pesticides notification requirements. 

LD 1744 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 9: Rule Requiring 

Best Management Practices for Growing Crops To Minimize Cross 

Contamination, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of 

Agriculture, Food aud Rural Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-668 

RESOLVE174 

EMERGENCY 

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 9: Rule Requiring Best Management Practices for Growing 

Crops to Minimize Cross Contamination, a major substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-668) 

This amendment authorizes final adoption of the rule only if certain minor changes are made to clarify that the list of 

potential protective measures in Chapter 9, section 4, subsection 2 is a list of measures to consider; only measures 

appropriate to the crop and site need be employed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolv~2009, chapter 17 4 autho;iZesfinal adoptloo-of;~ajorsubst,U,!ive~leofthe Departrlle,;torAgricu!ture, 

Food and Rural Resources. The Chapter 9 rulerequires use of best management pr;wticesfor growing crops to 
mii:limize_cross:-coritamination.: 

Resolve 2009, chapter 174 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 16, 2010. 

10 
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LD 1753 An Act To Adjust the Milk Handling Fee 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill adjusts the milk handling fee, establishing a minimum fee of 4¢ per gallon and a maximum fee of 84¢ per 

gallon. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, .chapter 468 adjusts the rate schedule for the milk handling fee, establishing a minimum fee of 4¢ 

per gallon and a maximum fee of 84¢ per gallon. 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 468was enacted as an emergency measure effectiveFebruary 12, 2010. 

LD 1758 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force on the 

Sustainability of the Dairy Industry in Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LD 1758 is the report of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry authorized by 

Public Law 2009, chapter 213, Part TTT, section 9. This bill makes statutory changes to the Maine dairy 

stabilization program and gives directives in unallocated law for further study and rulemaking by the Maine Milk 

Commission. It repeals provisions for the Maine Milk Income Loss Contract. 

PUBLIC468 

EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 467 

EMERGENCY 

It raises the cap on transfers from the dairy stabilization program in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. It requires the 

Maine Milk Commission to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

agriculture matters by January 15, 2011 and authorizes the co1nmittee to submit legislation to the 125th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 467 directs theMaine Milk Commission to develop a metho.d of comprehensive data 

collection to improve the reliability offtiture cost of prod11ction studie~. and to report on the ipethod to the joint 

standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture matters. by Januruy 15, 20 H. The report 

must include a.timeline for,implernentingthe new data collection method "'.'d revising the. tiers of production ang . 

target prices. 

It requires the Maine Milk Commission to establish 4 tiers of production within the dairy stabilization program 

ratherthan 3 and establishes 4 tiers of production al1d target prices to be in effect until the ne)<( cost-of-production 

stu<Jy is complete and revise.ct production levels and target piices are adopted through rnlemaking. It repeals 

p,rov_isions for a Maille Milk_ Income Loss_Contract. 

PL 2009, chapter467 raises the cap on transfejs from the dairy stabilization program illfiscal years 2009-10 and 

2010: 11 from.$13,349,000 to $17,361,291 and authorizes the. administrator of the Maine Milk Po9l to make monthly 

adjustments in payments as needed in fiscal ye!ll' 2010-11. ·It establishes metho.ds for calculating payments and 
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specifies thatreductions in payments for milk produced in June, July and August of2010 areto reflect a 1.:2 ratio 
between adjacent tiers. 

<:Chapter 467 authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture matters to 
submit legislation to revise the tiers and target prices used to calculate dairy stabilization payments to the I 25th 
Legislature. 

l'ublic Law 2009, chapter 467 was enacted.as itn emergency measure effective February 12, 2010. 

See the bill summary for LD .1829 for subsequent revisions pertaining to the distribution of payments. 

LD 1765 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 348: Poultry 

Slaughter and Processing with Grower/Producer Exemption, a Major 

Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

01P-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-728 

RESOLVE185 
EMERGENCY 

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 348: Poultry Slaughter and Processing with Grower/Producer 

Exemption, a major substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-728) 

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. 

It requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to include requirements for the humane 

handling and slaughter of poultry in Chapter 348: Poultry Slaughter and Processing with Grower/Producer 
Exemption prior to final adoption and authorizes the commissioner to finally adopt the rule without additional 

hearings or proceedings. 

Enacted Law Summary 
- --~------ --

Resolve2009, chapter 185 authorizes. final adoption of Chapter 348: Poultry Slaughter and Processing with 
Grow.er/Producer Exemption proyided require1m:nts for tbe humane handling and sl~ughter of poultry are included 
in the rule. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 185 was finally passed as an emerge11cy measure effective March 31, 2010. 

LD 1788 Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources To Examine the Collection of the Milk Handling Fee on 

Packaged Milk for Out-of-state Sales 

Sponsor(s) 

FLEMINGS 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 
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S-458 NUTTING J 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

This bill provides a credit to a milk handler for any fee paid under Title 36, chapter 721 on packaged milk that 

is sold or shipped out of state by a person other than the handler that paid the fee. The credit applies as long as 

that milk is not later imported for sale into this State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-737) 

This amendment changes the bill to a resolve. It directs the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources to convene a stakeholder group to examine the collection of the milk handling fee and possible impacts of 

the fee on the sale of milk produced in Maine and destined for out-of-state retail markets. It requires the 

commissioner to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry no later than 

October 29, 2010 and directs the co1nmittee to discuss and develop recom1nendations during an authorized interim 

meeting of the committee. It authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

agricultural matters to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature pertaining to the collection 

of the milk handling fee and barriers to increasing sales of Maine-produced milk in other states. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-458) 

This amendment removes authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

agricultural matters to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter J83directs the Commissione1' of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resourcesto convene a 

stakeholder. group to. examine the collection of the milk handling fee and possible impacts of the fee on the sale of 
milk produced inMaine and destined for out-of-state retail.markets. It requires the commissioner torepor! to the · 

Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry no later than. October 29, 2010. 

LD 1803 Resolve, Authorizing Certain Land Transactions by the Department of 

Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands and the Department of 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and Directing the Initiation of 

Negotiations Regarding Easements on Certain Land 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

PIEH OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-723 

H-824 FLAHERTY 

S-509 RAYE 

This resolve authorizes land transactions and conveyance of easements on designated lands held by the Bureau of 

Parks and Lands within the Department of Conservation and by the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-723) 

RESOLVE209 

This amendment terminates authorization for conveying power line easements in the Town of Sullivan and the Town 

ofFranklin on April I, 2013. 

Senate Amendment "B" (S-509) 

This amendment authorizes the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Conservation to 

convey by quitclaim deed without covenant, for negotiated value, a parcel of land on the edge of a public boating 

facility to the municipal government of the Town of Lubec. 
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House Amendment "A" (H-824) 

This amendment directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to initiate negotiations with interested 

parties, including but not limited to abutting property owners, regarding granting easements on land adjacent to the 

Eastern Trail near the intersection ofBlackpoint Road in Scarborough, Cumberland County, with such terms and 

conditions as the commissioner may direct. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 209 allowsthe Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands withln the Department of 

Conservation to: 

1. Convey to t)ie munidpal government of Monhegan Plantation any interests in Monhegan Plantation that may 

~aye -i·evelted tri the bureau; 

2. Conveythe rightto cross the St. JohnHeritageValley Trail in the TownofSt. Francis to an abutter. 

3. Convey a transmission line easementto Bangor Hydro Electdc Company near Donnell Pond and TunkLake in 
the Town of Sullivan and the.Town ofFranklin in Hancock County providing the easement is conveyed priorto 

April 1, 2013; 

~k To~~therwith the Land forMaine's Future Board, to allow the F~enchman Bay Conserva~cy to convey a 

transmission line easement to Bangor Hydro Electric Company across Schoodic Bog in the Town of Sullivan in 

HancockCounty providing the easement is conveyed prior to April 1, 2013; 

5. Sell a lot with a' garage in Big Lake Township in Washington County; and 

6; Convey a parcel ofland to the Town of Lubec. 

Chapter 209 also authorizes the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to convey a parcel ofland in .the 

),'own ofKermebunk in York County ro .Central Maine.Power Company and directs the Commissioneroflnland 

Fisheries and Wildlife to initiate negotiations to grant easements on land adjacent to the Eastern Trail near the 

intersection ofBlack~oint Road in Scarborollgh, 

LD 1806 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Regarding 

Review of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 

under the State Government Evaluation Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

H-686 HAYES 

This bill is the report of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry authorized under 

the Government Evaluation Act. It changes the names of the divisions within the department to reflect the 

restructuring that began with the elimination of a directoes position for the Division of Marketing and Production in 

Public Law 2009, chapter 462, An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Initiative to Streamline State 

Government and to Make Other Necessary Changes to Law. 

It amends Resolve 2009, c 63 to remove the requirement that the Corn1nissioner of Agriculture, Food, and Rural 

Resources establish best management practices for poultry production in rule. It also updates the proposed schedule 
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for agency reviews under the Government Evaluation Act. 

House Amendment "A" (H-686) 

This amendment, presented on behalf of the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading, corrects dates for agency 

reviews under the Government Evaluation Act. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 552 revises the names of th~ divisions within the depaitment to refl~ct the restructuring of 

the Department of Agriculture, Food, and Rnral Resources from 4 divisions to 3: the Division of Quality Assurance 

and Regulation, the Divi~ion of Agriculture Resources Development and theDivision of Animal and Plant Health .. 

It removes the requirement that the commissioner establish best management practices for poultry.production in rule; 

It .also updates the proposed schedule for agency reviews ~der.the Govel1lJ1lent .Evaluation Act .. The Department .of 

Agriculture, Food, and Rural Resources and the Baxter State_ Park Authority are scheduled for review again in 2017. 

It amends Resolve 2009, c 63 to remove the requirement that the Commissioner ofAgrfoulture, Food, and Rural 

Resources establish best management practices for poultty production in rule. It also. updates the proposed schedule 

for-agency reviews under the-Govcirinnent Eval_tiation Act 

LD 1809 An Act To Facilitate Communication between the Department of 

Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services and 

the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ OTP 

This bill requires the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry, to make information contained in certain 

landowner repotis available to the State Tax Assessor for use in administering the commercial forestry excise tax 

and other taxes in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36. It authorizes employees of the Department of 

Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to disclose information pertaining to the 

assessment and collection of the commercial forestry excise tax to the Department of Conservation to facilitate 

administration of the commercial forestry excise tax. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter ~68 req~ii-es the DepartnlenfofConservatio~, .81.lfeau ofFor~stryto make infonnation in 

the ~arvest and silvicu)tural practices reports submitted.by O"'iners of forest land available to the State Tax Assessor 

for nse in administering tax. laws in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36. Prior to enacttnent of chapter 568, the 

bureau was required to make thi.s.inf01mation available to the Bureau 9fRevenue Services for use in administering 

the Tree Growth Tax Law. It also authorizes employees of the Department of Administrative and Financial 

SeNic~s,_ Burea~ ofReVenue·_~e~iCesto- disclose i_riformati_on-pertai~ing tO--ihe·-~sessment-and-co_llection Of the 

c?_~ercial forestry excise taX_Jo _the Department of CollSe~ation to_-facilitate administration of the .co_mmercial 

fores tty excise taX. 

PUBLIC 568 
EMERGENCY 

Public Law 2009, ch~pter 568 extends the requirement that the Depaitment of Conservation, Burea~ofForestry 
make information in forest harvestreports and silvicultural practices reports.available to the S.tate Tax As~essor for 

use in administering the .Tree Growth Tax Law, making that information available for administering the commercial 

forestry excise tax and other taxes Jaws in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36. It also authorizes employees of the 

Department_ of Administrative and Firiancial $erVices; Bureau_-ofRevenue Services to disclose infonnatiori 

pertaining tO the asses_~tnent and collection_ -of the commercial forestry exctse_tax-to the Department of Con,gervation 
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to _faci1itate administration of the c_ommercial_Jorestry excise tax. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 568 was enacted as an emergency effective March 29, 2010. 

LD 1821 An Act Pertaining to Sales Tax Exemptions for Products Purchased for 

Agricultural Use 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill is the report of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry submitted pursuant 
to Resolve 2009, chapter 25, section 3. It clarifies that antiseptics and cleaning agents used in co1nmercial animal 
agricultural production are exempt from sales tax. It requires the State Tax Assessor to post certain information on 

the website maintained by the Bureau of Revenue Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law iiio9, chapter 632 cifiliiies that anti;eptics and cl~anlng ~gents used inco~~rclal animal airictilhil·ai 
production itre exempt .fromsales tax. It requires the State Tax Assessor to post 9n the Bureau of Revenue Setvices' . 

public\y ~c?essible websit~ a list (lf products used in agricultural pr?ductionfor which a determlliation on tax 
exempt status ~as beentnade .. The Stat~Tax i).ssessorls required to postinfonnation regarding the process by 

which~ p~rson can request a refund for or appeal a decision by the assessorregarding sales llix paid on products 
used in commercial itgricultural and silviculturalproduction or i.n animal agriculture and refunds of sales taxes paid 
O~_:depreciable.m_achiii~ry.~nd:equiprriellt, 6r ·e1ectricify_ for use ill co1nmercial -agrictiltural-produCtiOn,-comme'rcial
fishing or commercial aquacultural production. 

LD 1829 An Act To Support the Dairy Indnstry 

Sponsor(s) 

PIEH 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill directs the administrator of the Maine Milk Pool to reduce payments under the dairy stabilization program 
only if projections indicate that total distributions from the dairy stabilization program will exceed $17,361,291 prior 
to March 1, 2011. Prior legislation enacted as Public Law 2009, chapter 467 authorized payment reductions if 
projections indicated the cap would be reached before June 30, 2011. It clarifies that the mechanism established in 

chapter 467 for calculating payments on milk produced in June 2010, July 2010 and August 2010 is only used if 
projections indicate that the cap will be reached prior to March 1, 2011. (See bill summary for LD 1758) 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, cbapter-594 -directs the administrator of the Maine Milk Pool to reduce payments under the dairy 

stabilization program if projections indicate thattotal distributions. from the dairy stabilization program will exceed 
$17,361,291 prior to March 1, 2011, It clarifies thatthe mechanism provided in P~blic Law 2009, chapter 467 for 

calculating payments on milk produced in June 2010, July 2010 and August 2010 .is only us.ed if projections indicate 

that the cap will be reached prior to .March 1, 2011. 
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Enacted 

LD 1586 

LD 1744 

LD 1806 

LD 1821 

Enacted 

LD 1587 

LD 1598 

Not Enacted 

LD 1684 

Enacted 

LD 1238 

LD 1517 

LD 1753 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Agriculture 

An Act To Amend the Definition of "Farmers' Market" 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 9: Rule 
Requiring Best Management Practices for Growing Crops To 
Minimize Cross Contamination, a Major Substantive Rule of the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 
Regarding Review of the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Resources under the State Government Evaluation Act 

An Act Pertaining to Sales Tax Exemptions for Products 
Purchased for Agricultural Use 

Animal Control, Healtlt and Welfare 

An Act To Amend the Animal Welfare Laws 

An Act To Strengthen the Laws against Cruelty to Animals 

An Act To Amend the Laws That Provide an Exemption for 
Agricultural Guard Dogs from Municipal Ordinances Governing 
Barking Dogs 

Daily and Livestock 

An Act Concerning the National Animal Identification System 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 26: 
Producer Margins, a Major Substantive Rule of the Maine Milk 
Commission 

An Act To Adjust the Milk Handling Fee 
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EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE174 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 552 

PUBLIC 632 

PUBLIC 548 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 573. 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 544 

RESOLVE155 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC468 
EMERGENCY 



LD 1758 

LD 1765 

LD 1788 

LD 1829 

Not Enacted 

LD628 

LD 1182 

LD 1698 

Enacted 

LD 1809 

Enacted 

LD 687 

Enacted 

LD 1803 

Enacted 

LD 1239 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force on 
the Sustainability of the Dairy Industry in Maine 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 348: Poultry 
Slaughter and Processing with Grower/Producer Exemption, a 
Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Resources 

Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Resources To Examine the Collection of the Milk Handling 
Fee on Packaged Milk for Out-of-state Sales 

An Act To Support the Dairy Industry 

An Act To Allocate Prospective Federal Funding To Support 
Maine's Dairy Industry 

An Act To Prevent Price Gouging in the Sale of Milk 

An Act To Prevent the Spread of Eastern Equine Encephalitis 

Department of Conservation - Maine Forest Service 

An Act To Facilitate Communication between the Department of 
Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue 
Services and the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry 

Land Preservation, Public Access and Land Transfers 

Resolve, To Direct the Department of Conservation To Seek To 
Acquire Public Access to the Dead River 

Land transactions 

Resolve, Authorizing Certain Land Transactions by the 
Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands and the 
Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife and Directing the 
Initiation of Negotiations Regarding Easements on Certain Land 

Pesticides 

An Act To Provide Funding To Educate Homeowners in 
Integrated Pest Management 
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EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE185 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE183 

PUBLIC594 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 568 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE153 

RESOLVE209 

P& S31 



LD 1547 

LD 1726 

Enacted 

LD 1585 

LD 1607 

An Act To Revise Notification Reqnirements for Pesticides 
Applications Using Aircraft or Air-carrier Equipment 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 28: 
Notification Provisions for Outdoor Pesticide Applications, a 
Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Resources, Board of Pesticides Control 

Plant Protection 

Resolve, To Enhance Protection of Maine Farms and Nurseries 

An Act To Regulate the Transportation of Firewood 
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Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 

LD957 An Act To Establish a New Method of Determining the State Budget ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

JOY 
RAYE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the !st Regular Session. This bill shifts the start of the fiscal biennium for the 

state budget from the first regular session of the Legislature to the second regular session of the Legislature, 

beginning for the fiscal year that begins on July I, 2012. It also provides that the state budget beginning on July 

I, 2011 is a one-year budget. 

LD 1387 An Act To Strengthen Maine's Financial Future in Perpetuity 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J ONTP 

This bill was can-ied over from the !st Regular Session. This bill establishes the Irrevocable Budget Trust Fund and 
requires the Legislature to appropriate So/o of General Fund revenues to the Irrevocable Budget Trust Fund beginning 
with fiscal year 2010-11. The Treasurer of the State and the State Controller, as trustees of the fund, are required to 

invest the money in the fund. Beginning with fiscal year 2011-12, 5o/o of the earnings in the fund are transferred 
back to the General Fund. 

LD 1481 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Fund Energy 

Efficiency Investments for Maine's Future 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the I st Regular Session. This bill was reported to the House for the Joint Select 

Committee on Maine's Energy Future pursuant to Joint Order 2007, H.P. 63. and committed to the Committee 

on Appropriations and Financial Affairs. The funds provided by this bond issue will be used to provide for 

investments in weatherization and energy efficiency projects and green energy workforce development. 

LD 913, as enacted (Public Law 2009, chapter 414, Part D) contains a similar bond proposal for weatherization 

and energy efficiency projects. LD 1826, as enacted, amended Public Law 2009, chapter 414, Part D to delete 

the provision of funds to the Public Utilities Commission for energy efficiency programs. 
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LD 1594 An Act To Restore Longevity Pay 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE ONTP 

This bill restores funding for longevity payments to state, judicial and legislative employees. 

LD 1671 (the Supplemental Budget), as enacted, includes a restoration oflongevity payments in the second year of 

the biennium. 

ONTP 

LD 1668 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Initiative To 
Streamline State Government and To Make Other Necessary Changes 
to Law 

PUBLIC 462 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-585 

LD 1668 is a result of the work of the Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee pursuant to Public Law 

2009, chapter 213 Part QQQ. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-585) 

This amendment makes several technical changes to the bill and authorizes the Department of Education to 

temporarily adjust payments to local school administrative units under the General Purpose Aid for Local 

Schools program in fiscal year 2009-10 pursuant to the curtailment of the allotment of $38,098,223 contained in 

Executive Order 05 FY 10/11 dated November 20, 2009. The action is intended to avoid overpayments of 

school subsidies ~o certain local school administrative units that may occur if the full reduction proposed in 

L.D. 1671, the Governor's Supplemental Budget, is enacted by the Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law 2oo9, cftapie;. 462 does the following: 

PART A makes appropiiations and allocations, 
-- - . -

PARTB tran-Sfers the GeneralFund:share_-of:excess,·_ equit)r __ re~_:rve-for-workersi compens~tion from the_-wO!ke_rs'. 
Compensa~on N[anage111ent Fund to the unappr?priated surplus of the Ge.neral Fund;. transfers the equitable share of 

wor}(_ers' __ ~mpensation e~ce_s~- ~_quity res~_rve to __ eac_h participating fund; and 0requii:es_the State Budget Officer. to 
calclllate_ and distrib~te:achieved through an adjustme:°t in the rates __ f~r workers' compensation. 

PART C lapses a specified amount from theu.nencumbered lialance in· All Other from the General Fund Debt· 

Service Payments account in the office of the Treasurer of State to the General Fund. . 

PART D eliminates the r~quirement that the Secretary of State.publish infomrntion about certain b'!llot questions in 

the State's daily newspapers. 
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PART E increases the amount of the fixed transfers from the Local Government Fund to the General Fund from the 

state-1nunicipal revenue sharing. 

PART F authorizes-the-conunissioner of Conseivation to install fee collection stations at unstilffed entrances of 
certain state parks and historic sites and establish fees to generate specified additional undedicated General Fund 

revenue. 

P ARTG requires that aU unspent PersonalServices appropriations in executive branch agencies lapse to the Salary 

Plan.program; General Fund account and lapses additional specified amounts in fiscal year 2009-10 and fiscal year 

2010-11 to the General Fund to recognize the additional transfers to the Salary Plan as General Fund savings. 

PARTH limits slot mach.ine revenue credited to the Fund for a Healthy Maine to a specified annual amount in fiscal 

years ending June 30, 2010, June 30, 2011 and June 30, 2012. 

PART I repeals a provision of law that allows General Fund balances in the State Supplement to Federal 

Supplemental Security program to carry forward from one fiscal year to the next and prohibits the transfer by 

.financial order of State Supplement to Fe.deral Supplemental Secwity program funds. 

PART J establishes anannual limit on the amount of General Fund appropriations the Driver Education and 

EValuation-Programs_ -may receive. 

PART Kremoves the Director, Division of Market and Production Development from the list of major 

policycinfluencing positions within the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. 

PARTL. authorizes the Department of Education to temporarily adjust payments to local school administrative units 

under the General Purpose Aid for Local Schools program in fiscal year 2009-10 pursuant to the curtaihnent of the 

allotment contained in Executive Order 05 FY 10/11 dated November 20, 2009. 

Public Law2009, chapter 462 was enacted as an emergency measw·e effective January 21, 2010. 

LD 1671 An Act Making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the 

Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other Funds, 

and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper 

Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 

2010 and June 30, 2011 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-790 

H-798 CAIN 

LD 1671 is the Governor's proposed Supplemental Budget Bill for the 2010-2011 biennium. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-790) 

This is the unanimous report of the Committee in response to the Governor's proposed bill. 

House Amendment "C'' To Committee Amendment "A" (H-798) 

This amendment makes technical corrections to Committee Amendment 11A 11
• 

22 

PUBLIC 571 

EMERGENCY 



Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 571 achieves a net savings to the G.eneral Fund of$360,377,841 and a net savings to the 

Fund for a Healthy Maine of $11,894,553. 

PART A makes appropriations .and allocations of funds for the 2010-2011 biennium. 

PART B makes appropriations and allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

PART C authorizes the consolidation ofinfonnation technology funding into a separate prognnn accou~t within 
each agency while allowing those accounts containing information technology funds that currently carry forward to 
continue to do,so. 

PART D transfers unexpended fllllds from the Baxter Compensation Authority account to the. General Fund. 

PARTE relates to the funding ofK-12 education. 

PART F lapses certain unencunibered balan~es and transfers certain unexpended funds within.the Department of. 
Administrative and Financial Services accounts to the General Fund. 

PART G transfers certain unexpended funds within the Department of Administrative .and Financial. Services 
accounts to the General Fund. · 

PARTH transferscertairiunexpended funds.withinvarious·Capital Construction Reserve Fund accounts to the 
General Fµnd unappropriated s)lfplus .. 

PART I transfers certain unexpended funds within various Other Special Revenue Funds accounts of the Department 
of Administrative and Financial Services to the General Fund. 

PART J transfers excess equity reserves for fiscal years .2008-09 and 2009~ 10 and savings from rate reductions for . 
retireeheitltb insurru1ce in fiscal year 2010-.11 futhe General Fund and requires the State Budget Officer to distribute 
the statewide deappropriation. 

PART K transfers certain unexpended funds from the Ot\jer Special Revenue Funds, Taxation Revenue Collection 
account to the (}eneral Fim'd,. 

PART L transfers certain une~pended funds within various Other Special Revenue Funds accounts .of the 

Depattment of Professional. and financial Regulation to the General Fund. 

PART.M tran.sfers unexpended balances and the increase in revenue projected by the Revenue Forecasting 

Sommittee and enhanced federal medical. assist!lllce percentage under the ~erican Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 from the Fund for a Healthy Maine, Other Special Revenue Funds account in the Department of 
Administrative an<) Financial Services to the General Fund. 

PARTN requires th,ecalculatfon and distdbution of the savings inthe StatewideSe1vice Center account t~ .each 
General Fund account for executive branch departments and agencies statewide from a reduction in retiree health 
insurance rates; 

PART 0 requires the expedite<\ repayment to the Superintendent of Consumer Credit Protection within the 
Department of Professional and Fjn!lllcial Regulation of the unpaidbalance of the initial deposit made to the Payroll 

Processor Recovery Fund maintained by the Finance Authority of Maine. 
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PART P lapses an unencumbered balance forward of the Maine State Library, Library Special Acquisitions Fund 

program to the General Fund. 

PART Q lapses.a specified unencumbered balance forward in the Maine State Cultural Affairs Council, New 

Century Program .Fund to .the General Fund. 

PART R transfers certain unexpended funds in the Blaine House Renovations and Repairs Fund, Other Special 

Revenue Funds account to the General Fund. 

PARTS lapses a specified unencumbered balance forward in the Pollution Control Structures program, General 

Fund accountto the General Fund. 

PARTT requires the State Budget Officer to calculate and distribute projected additional General Fund savings 
from the Statewide lnfonnation Technology account to. departments and agencies statewide, 

PART Umodifies the statute related to filing complaints regarding the education of children with disabilities. 

PART yrepeals the. provision oflaw on subsidi.zable costs of operating child care programs in private secondary 

schools that. references the ,Essential Programs and Services Funding Act. 

- - .•· - - -

PARTWcmrects a' conflicfin statute by removing the position of Director of Special Projects and External Affairs 

within the Department of Education from those that are appointed by, and serve atthe pleasure of, the Commissioner 
of Education~ 

P ARTXirioves the location of deposits of net proceeds from the sale of used computers and peripheral equipment 
by the PePartmellt-OfEduCation; inakes a technical con·ectiori to the Department ofEducition accounting structure_ 
change previously enacted; amends Resolve 2007 chapter 217 to strike a requirement for a specific reimbursement 
frOffi:-.the-Teache,r-Retirement ACcount; and cori·ects an e1roneous cany forward ofa specified.balance in the 
WorkshopsDther Special Revenue Funds Account. 

,. . 

PARTYrellioves the .requirement that the Emergency Medical Services print and distribute certain info1mation that 
will be available electronically.· 

PART;_~---;~uthorizes the_ Dep~rtme_nto.f-A-~inistrative and Financial Services to_ enter into certificate ofpfilticipation 
financi_ng_fo~ the a~qu_isitio~ __ pf State -rolice motor vehicles and enter into financing agre_ements for the acquisition_ of 
vehicl~s ~or the Central Fleet and transfers ce1tain unexpended funds in various accounts of the Depaiiment of 
Public Safety to the .General Fund. 

PART AA lapses certain unencumbered balances forward and transfers certain unexpended funds in various Other 

_Special __ :Reve;riUe Funds_ accounts_ -in the Departme~t_ o_f Consetvation and authOrizes the sale of a Jet Ranger 
Helicopter, ·aildthetransfer to the General Fund of the resulting proceeds, within a specified time pe1iod. 

PART BB transfers unexpended funds from the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services -

Administration, Other Special Revenue Funds account to .the General Fund. 

PART CC lapses specified am<;>unts from accounts within the Legislature to the General Fund in each yeai· of the 

biennium and adjusts appropriations to]egislative branch departments related to the restoration oflongevity 
J>ayJnenfs ·arid_sa-vings ·as~oci~ted 'with _rate reductions -for retiree health insurance. 

PART DD transfers certai~ m1expended funds from the Bureau of Revenue Services Fund to the General Fund. 

PART EE repeals Public Law 2009, chapter 213 Part LLL, section I which provides for the calculation and transfer 
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of savings from the elimination-of_positions iri the Departtnent of Corrections. The required savings is reflected in 
Part A of this bill. 

PARTFF directs the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to deposit $1,500,000 in proceeds 

from the sale or lease of state-owned properties to the General Fund. 

PART GG adopts a new process forpurposes of calculating the sales apportionment factor for C corporations. 

PART HH Cre·ates a ·short~term and 5-year initiative to raise_revellue and reduce outstanding tax receivables, 

PART Il _eX_cludes specified-property Used by a telecommunications business from the Business Tax Exemption 
program and the Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement program in specified application periods. 

PART JJ requires an additional transfer from the Local Government Fund to the General Fund. 

PART KK establishes an emergency contingency account for short.-term use requiring legislative approval. 

Balances not committed by the legislature by a specified date are to be transferred to the Maine Budget Stabilizatio.n 
Fund. . . . 

PART LL changes the date of the employment tax increment financing deposit and c01rects a conflict between 2 

previously enacted Jaws. 

PART MM adjusts the estimated reimbursement payment to municipalities under the Homestead Property Tax 

Exemption program, 

PARTNN provides that employees of the Finance Authority of Maine are eligible for participation in the state 
employee group health plan. 

PAR TOO 1ap~es a specified am.aunt of unencumbered balance fmward in the Compensation and Benefit Plan, 
General Fund account to the General Fund. 

PARTPP.correclsthe allocations from a previously authorized.General Fund bond issue. 

PARTQQ transfers certain unexpended funds from the Criminal History Record Check Fund, Other Special 

Revenue Funds account in the Department of Education to the General Fund. 

PART RR authorizes the distribution of executive branch statewide savings from increased efficiencies and other 
to·st:i~d~cticill-.initiatives. 

PART SS transfe_rs savings :froril a return,, of excess equity and savingS; from a reduction in workers' compensation 
rates certain.balances from Other Special Revenue Funds accounts to the General Fund. 

PART TT~:ansfers savings resultln~from shutdown days and other statewide reductions previously authorized, 
from Other Special Revenue Funds acco.unts for departments and agencies statewide to the unappropriated surplus of 

the General Fund. 

P ARTUU amends- current law on elective share in an estate matter in Probate Court. 

PART VV establishes a one~time hospital assessment for state fiscal year 20Io,11. 

PART WW directs the Departme]'ltofHealth and Human Services to anlend its mies to reduce the need for, and 
number of, medical assessments to determine nursing home medical eligibility. 
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PART XX requires that any balances offunds appropriated for TANF or ASPIRE-TANF may not lapse but must be 
carried forward from year to year to be expended for the same purposes. 

PART YY directs the Commissioner ofinland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Commissioner of Marine Resources to 
make,recominendations for changes_ to the allocation of watercraft registration fees between their departments. · 

PART ZZ renames.several programs within the Department of Health and Human Services. 

PART AAA updates the base yearfor the hospital tax. 

PARTBBB trllnsfers a specified amount from the General Fund to Other Special Revenue Funds accounts within 
the Depa1tment of Health and Human Services for indirect cost allocation settlements. 

PART CCC autho.rizes a one-day borrowing, or interfund. advance by the General Fund from Other Special Revenue 

Funds. 

PARTDDD d.irectsthe Goveroorto implement recommendations of the 2008 report of the natural resources agency 

taskforce appointed by the .Governor relating to eliminating duplication and achieving efficiencies in the natural 
resource~ ·sector. 

P ARTEEE requires the ])epaitment of Health and.Human Services, Office of Health Data and Program 
Management to adopt rules to set the feesfor obtaining copies. of vital records at the September 2009 levels. 

PA.RT F)'Frequires the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, Harness Racing Commission, the 
University of Maine System andthe Maine Community ·College System to provide an annual report regardingfunds 
received from the net slot machine revenue of a slot machine facility and requires the Joint Standing Committee on 

Le£a1 aJl~_-_Vetefans ;Affairs to meet during-the intei:im to review the allocation of funds from slot machine facilities 
and any other allocation of fonds regarding casinos approved by the Legislature or the voters in the Sta!e and make 
reComment;lations fOf_changes._ 

PART GGGreguires theDepartmen! of Health and Human Services to convene a provider working groµp to 
parti~_ipate in ti1e proc~ss. o~-de~eioping and implementing standardized rates for private nonmedicai institutions, 
includip.g substance l;lbus_e treatment facilities and c?mmunity residences-for persons with mental illness to achieve 
sp~ified savings. 

PART HRH directs the Treasurer of State to convene a working group to investigate opportunities to align the use of 

payIDent Cards -acrosS_ State G0Ve1nment. 

PART ni '"quires the Department of Health and Human Services to review its rules regarding food handling 
f~quirements-in nufsing facilities. 

. . 

PART JJJ amends the laws governing the health c1·edit premium program by reducing the number oflevels of the 

state share oft.he individual premium for the standard plan. 

PART KKK increases the baseline appropriation for the Debt Service - UMS program within the University of 

Maine System. 

PART LLL alIOwsthe University.ofMaine System, the Maine Community College System and the Maine Maritime 
Academy- tO in1pose _a surcharge- fc)f _th-e use ·of a credit card to pay for tuition, fees and other serVices undef specified 
conditions·: 
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PART MMM restores longevity pay;,,ents to -employees of the ~xecuti~~, jl1dicial al1dlegislative branches of State 

Government in fiscal year 2010'1 I. 

PARTNNN provides that any AllOther balance in the Dep011ment of Health and Human Services; Bureau of 
Medical Services, General Fund account must be can-ied forward to June 30, 2011 to be used for the same purposes. 

PART 000 gives the Department of Health and Human Services the authority to adopt any emergency rules 
necessary to implement the provisions included in the bill thatai·e under the department's jurisdiction without 
demonstrating that the mies ai·e necessary to avoid a threat to the public health, safety or general welfare. 

PART PPP allows the Department of Health and Human Services to eliminate a se1vice in the MaineCare prograin 

~nder, specified_ conditions. 

PART QQQ extends the period between a regional school unit budget meeting at which the regional school unit's 
OIITiual budgetis approved and its budget validation referendum; establishes the year for regional school units to 

co ii.Sider C~ntinued u~e _Of the budget validation referendum proCess; and provides a method to reinstate 'the 
referendum. 

PAR,T RRRalfows teachers covered by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to purchase time 

attributable tc\ days off without pay as a result of budget decisions made by local school administrative units. 

PART __ .SSS continues tl~e a~thOt!zBtion·for any unencuinbered Personal Services balances in the accounts tha~ 
provide the General Fund match for eligible disproportionate share hospital components in the Rive1view 
Psy9hiatric Center and the Dorothea Dix Psychiatric Center to be transferred to the All Other line category by 

financial orde'i:-. 

PART.TTT provides the methodology for distributing thefundwide deallocation from the Fund for a Healthy Maine 

and authorizes transfer ofthe savings to the applicable programs. 

PART UUU increases the transfers'to the Maine Budget Stabilization Fund. 

PART VVV provides additional time for a school administrative unit to comply with the reorganization law under 

~p¢_cifi ed -conqitions. 

PART WWW allows_the State Board· of Property Tax Review to charge fees for petitions for appeal that are filed 
with the board.and creates the Property Tax Review Boai·d Fund, in which fees are deposited to assist in funding the 
bo_ar<) and establishes. filing fees. 

--
p ARTXXX extends the OlllOUnt of time that the carry-forward of a school administrative unit's unallocated balances 

may exceed 3%ofthe previous fiscal year's school budget. 

P ARTYYY llirectS_the State Librarian to designate a nonprofit organization as the private support organization for 
the Maine State Library. 

PARTZZZrequir~s·the Conunissioner ofEducation and the Commissioner of Health and Human Se1vices to 
present a statu_s report.to the J9int Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs regarding the fm011cial 
implications of implementing any proposed changes to the Department of Health and Human Services rules 

pe1taining to MaineCare. 

PART AAAA directs the State Board of Corrections to continue efforts to achieve efficiencies within the unified 
porrectiorial sYstem all'd dire.cts collnties to participate_ in the board's initiatives. 
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PART BBBB adds a one-time increase to the co1nmercial forestry excise tax and requires the State '.fax Assessor to 
rep01t on the effect of the per acre tax rate of additional acreage added to the tax base and additional collections 
from enforCement activities. 

PART CCCC requires the Department of Health and Hwnan Services to convene a stakeholder group to redesign the 

shared livi1lg home model of housing .and services for adults with developmental disabilities; requires the department 
to provide certaintraining; .specifies __ a required reduction in the progrrun; and-req-uires the establishment of a 
reiinburscinient-structure that produces.a_specified a1nount in General Fund savings. 

P ARTDDDDrequires the Department of Health and Human Services to amend rules regarding state survey 
follow-Ups for minof-deficiencies to reduce the need· for n_ursing facility survey revisits. 

PART EEEE amends a resolve enacted in the.First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature establishing a task force 
on kinship families. 

PART FFFF requires the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services and the Commissioner of Public 
Safety to convene a study group to.evaluate gambling and liquor-related oversight activities. 

PART GG(JG exelJlp!s the Department of Conservation, Division of Forest Protection from the provision of the 
Maine Revised Statutes that lapses unexpended General Fund Personal Services appropriations to the Salary Plan 
program, General Fund account at the close of each fiscal year. 

PART HHHH provides -that the Commissioner of Public Safety, under the d.irection of the Gambling Control Board, 
shall.hire an executive director and thatthe director shall hire staff in accordance with the Civil Service Law. 

PART IIIl provides deappropriations of salary savings from the Department ofHealth and Human Services and 
authorizes its distribution. 

PART·JJJJ J'Oquires a reviewofce1tain functions of the Executive Depa1tment, State Planning Office to achieve 

specified General Fund.savings. 

PART KKKK transfers a specified amount from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Medical Care 
,services Federal Expenditures Fund program within the Depaitment of Health and Hmnan Services for the federal 

pisallow!11'ce related to targeted case management services provided in 2002 and 2003. 

PART LLLL directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, State Liquor and Lotte1y Commission 
to enter into an agreement to offer the multijurisdictional lottery game known as Mega Millions and to adopt routine 
fechnical rules to implement the lottery game. 

PARTMMMJVf suspends the cost-of,living adjustment in the salaries of the State's chief justices, chief judge, deputy 
chiefju_dge, assOciatejristices and associate judges for one year. 

PART NNNN authorizes the Commissioner of Conservation to install fee collection containers at certain unstaffed 
state parks and historic sites and establish fees to generate a specified amount of additional undedicated General 
Fund revenue. 

PART 0000 directs the Governor to implement a statewide curtailment of General Fund allotments no later than 
October I, 2010 to.replace unrealized budgeted savings ifthe extension of the enhanced Medicaid matching is not 

enacted by the United States Congress by July I, 2010. 

P AR'J' PPPP require~ the Department of Health and 1fuman Services to convene a working group of stakeholders to 

conduct a study !11'd make recommendations regarding the delivery of mental health and substance abuse outpatient 
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services. 

PART QQQQ requires the Department of Health and Humao Services to convene a stakeholder advisory group to 

provide gllidance to. the department regarding the transition to managed care for the MaineCare prograni. 

PART RRRR directs the Department of He.al th and Human Services to use funds provided to. adjust MaineCare 

rates, where necessary and applic~ble, to ·actuarially based rates. Only those rates for services that would otherwise 

be subject to a l0% rate reduction in Part A may be considered for the purpose of this Pait. 

PART SSSS directs the Depmtment of Health. and Human Services to establish a rate structure that supports 2 levels 

Of crisis services. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 451was enacted as an emergency measure effective'March 31, 2010; 

LD 1748 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Purchase and 
Upgrade Trackage of the Montreal, Maine and Atlantic Railway 

Sponsor(s) 

THERIAULT 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

The funds provided by this bond issue will be used to purchase and upgrade 241 miles of track of the Montreal, 

Maine and Atlantic Railway to maintain service to towns in the northern part of the State and to prevent closure of 

this trackage. 

LD 1748 was originally referred to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, which issued a divided report: 

The majority report of that committee was OTP-A with the amendment being the addition ofa fiscal note; the 

minority report was ONTP. The bill was then committed to the Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee, 

which reported the bill out ONTP. 

LD 1826, as enacted, contains a sitnilar bond proposal. 

LD 1761 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Create a New 
Electronic Medical Records Infrastructure 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE ONTP 

The funds provided by this bond issue will be used to purchase the software and the hardware necessary for health 

care providers to exchange patients1 health care records electronically. 

LD 1761 was originally referred to the Committee on Health aod Human Services. That committee reported the bill 

out in an amended form, Committee Amendment "A" (S-445), which proposed the following: establishing the 

Electronic Medical Records Infrastructure Program and associated fund within the Finance Authority of Maine; 

providing that the fund is administered by a person designated by the Governor; authorizing the fund to provide 

loans to qualified recipients to establish an electronic medical records infrastructure to allow health care 

providers to exchange patients' health care records electronically; authorizing the fund to provide grants to 

29 

ONTP 

ONTP 



Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 

qualified recipients for technical assistance; providing that the establishment of the program is contingent upon 

passage of an associated bond. The bill was later committed to the Committee on Appropriations and Financial 

Affairs, which reported the bill out ONTP. 

LD 1816 An Act To Authorize a Bond Issue for Ratification by the Voters for the 

June 2010 Election To Create Jobs in the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE ONTP 

Part A of this bill authorizes a June 2010 referendum on a $99, 170,000 bond issue to support drinking water 

programs; the construction of wastewater treatment facilities; to support overboard discharge assistance 

programs; to support oil tank remediation programs; to support culvert replacement for fish passage; to support 

the Efficiency Maine Trust; to purchase and upgrade 241 miles of track in the northern part of Maine; to 

construct a rail connector between Topsham and Lewiston-Auburn; to support the highway maintenance 

program; and to leverage other matching funds. 

Part B of this bill describes specific requirements for the awarding of bond funds by the Efficiency Maine Trust. 

LD 1826, as enacted, contains portions similar to the rail and highway provisions of this bill. 

ONTP 

LD 1825 Resolve, Authorizing the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial 

Services To Sell or Lease the Interests of the State in Certain Real 

Property Located at 187-189 State Street, Augusta, Known as the 

Smith-Merrill House, and at 159 Hogan Road, Bangor, known as the 

Elizabeth Levinson Center 

RESOLVE205 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CAIN OTP-AM H-816 

This resolve gives the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services authority to sell or lease properties 
identified as the Smith-Merrill House on State Street in Augusta and the Elizabeth Levinson Center on Hogan Road 

in Bangor. The resolve also extends the repeal date of Resolve 1999, chapter 114, which pe1tains to the sale of 
property in Thomaston, by 5 years to August 11, 2015. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-816) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

-- - -------------------- ---- ------ ------- ----

Resolve 2009, chapter205 gives the Commissioner of Administrative and Financia.1 Se1vic"s l;Uthority to sell or 
lease properties identified as the Smith-Merrill House on State Street in Augusta and t.he Elizabeth Levinson Center 
ouHogan Road in Bangor.· It also extends the repeal date of Resolve 199~, chapter 114, which pertains to.the sale of 

property in Thomaston, by 5 years to Al}gustl 1, 2015. 
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An Act To Authorize Bond Issues for Ratification by the Voters for the 
June 2010 Election and November 2010 Election 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

DIAMOND 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-830 

S-546 DIAMOND 

LD 1826 is the Govemor1s proposed bond issue. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-830) 

This is the majority report of the Committee in response to various general obligation bond proposals. 

PUBLIC 645 
EMERGENCY 

Part A authorizes a $69,800,000 bond issue for improvements to highways, railroads and 1narine facilities, including 

port and harbor structures. Part A requires a June 2010 referendum. 

Part B increases the amount of the bond request in Public Law 2009, chapter 414, Part C by $5,200,000 for the Safe 

Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund and the Wastewater Treatment Facility State Revolving Loan Fund. 

Part C amends Public Law 2009, chapter 414, Part D to increase the amount of the bond request for the Maine 

Marine Wind Energy Demonstration Site Fund by $5,000,000 so that the Efficiency Maine Trust programs can 

accelerate wind energy components manufacturing in Maine. 

Pait D authorizes a $5,000,000 bond issue. An ainount of$3,500,000 is to be awarded on a competitive basis for a 

community-based teaching clinic affiliated with or operated by a college of dental medicine and $1,500,000 is to be 

used to upgrade community-based health and dental care clinics across the State to increase their capacity. 

Part E establishes a regular monitoring requirement regarding grant recipients of funding authorized in Part D. 

Part F establishes the Oral Health Advisory Committee to award the funds authorized in Part D. 

Part G makes Part E and Part F contingent on passage of the General Fund bond issue described in Part D. 

Part H transfers $2,128,500 from the short-term emergency reserve account to offset the General Fund 

appropriations added for the additional debt service costs in fiscal year 2010-11. 

Senate Amendment "J" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-546) 

This amendment amends Committee Amendment "A 11 to: 

1. Add an emergency preamble and emergency clause; 

2. Reduce the amount in bonds authorized for the purchase and preservation of railroad track in Aroostook County; 

3. Reduc~ the amount in bonds authorized for the Mountain Division Railroad; 

4. Reduce the amount in bonds authorized for the Ocean Gateway deep water pier; 

5. Reduce the amount in bonds authorized for the S1nall Harbor Improvement Program; 

6. Authorize the specific allocation of$4,000,000 of the transportation bond approved by voters in November 2009 

to be used for capital rail purposes; 

7. Direct the Governor to establish an Aroostook County rail task force; 

8. Eliminate the increases in the ainount of the bond request in Public Law 2009, chapter 414, Part C for the Safe 

Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund and the Wastewater Treatment Facility State Revolving Loan Fund; 

9. Eliminate the allocation in the bond request in Public Law 2009, chapter 414, Pait D for weatherization and 

energy efficiency programs; and 

10. Appropriate funds and transfer funds from the Maine Budget Stabilization Fund and the short-term emergency 

contingency account established pursuant to Public Law 2009, chapter 571, Part KK to paitially fund the acquisition 

of railroad trackage; and reduce the amount of the one-day borrowing from Other Special Revenue Funds authorized 

in Public Law 2009, chapter 571, Part CCC. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 645 authorizes the issuance of new bonds in the amount of $57,900,000 and eliminates or reduces 

previously authorized bond requests in the amount of $13,500,000 for a net increase in bond authorizations of 

$44,300,000. 

PartAauthorizes a $47,800,000 bond issue for improvements to highways, railroads and marine facilities, __ 
including port and harbor structures. Part A requires a June 2010 referendum. 

Part Bdirects the Governor to establish an Aroostook County.rail task force. 

Part C eliminates the allocation in the bond requesfin Public Law 2009, chapter 414, Pait D for weatherization 

and energy efficiency programs and changes the allocation in the bond requestin Public Law 2009, chapter 414, 

Part b for the.Maine Marine Wind Energy Demonstration Site fund from the Department of Administrative and 

FiI1ancial Services to the University ofMaine System, increases that allocation for an additional specified 

purpose an_d adds a leverage requirement. 

Part D authorizes. a $S,OOO,OOO bond issue. An amount of$3,500,000 is to b_e awarded on a competitive basis 

for a community-based teaching clinic affil_iated with or_ operated by a college of dental medicine and 
$1,500,000isto be usedtqupgrade community-based health and dental care clinics across the State to increase 

their capacity. 

' - ' -

Pait E establishes a regular monitoring requirement regai·ding grant recipients of funding authorized.in Part D: 

Pait F establishes the Oral Health Advisory Committee to award the funds authorized in Part D. 

PART G makes PartE and Part F contingenton passag~ of the General Fund bo11d.issue described in _Part_D. 

P ART_H repeaJsPuhlic Law 2009, c. 213, Part DD, §§2 to 5 which authorizes the transfer from the 

unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Medical Care - Payments to Providers.program General ].'nnd 

liccount to be used for ohligationsofthe MaineCare prog,ram and for hospit~l settlements. -This parfalso 
appropriates $7,000,000_ to fund the acquisition ofrailroad track-in Aroostook County; transfers funds from the 

Maine Budget Stabili~ation Fund and _the sh01t-term emergency contingency account established pursuant to 

Public Law 2009, chapter 571, partKK to parti~lly fund the acquisition; and reduces the amount of the one-day 
borrowing from Other Special Revenue Funds authorized in Public Law 2009, chapter 571,PartCCC. 

!- -- - - -- ' _-. ' 

P AIU !reduces lJi" aUocation in the bond requesdn Public Law 2009, ~hapter 414, Part B for the Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission by $25Q,000andthe Small Enterprise GroWth Fund by $1,Q00,000. 

PART J reduces the alloca(ion in the bond requestin Public Law 2009, chapter414, Part Eto the StateJ>taiming 

Office for the Land for Maine's Future Boaitl working waterfront preservation act_ivities by $250,000. 

Public La~ 2009, chapter 645was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 12, 2010. 
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LD 1830 An Act To Make Administrative Changes to Tax Laws To Maintain a 

Balanced Budget 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-825 

Public Law 2009, chapter 382 is suspended pursuant to a people's veto. A referendum is scheduled to be held June 

8, 2010. Certain dates cont~ined in the law have passed so, in order to ensure the proper administration of the laws 

ifthe people's veto fails, this bill provides that the implementation dates specified in Public Law 2009, chapter 382 

be extended for one year. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-825) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 382 is suspended pursuant to a peopJ,e's veto. A referendum is scheduled to be held June 

8, 2010. Certain dates co.ntained inthe law have passed so, in order to ensure the proper administration.of the Jaws 

if the people's yeto fails, this bill provides that the implementation dates specified Ill Public Law 2009, chapter 382 

be.extended for one year. 
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Enacted 

LD 1668 

LD 1671 

Not Enacted 

LD957 

LD 1387 

Enacted 

LD 1826 

Not Enacted 

LD 1481 

LD 1748 

LD 1761 

LD 1816 

Enacted 

Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Budget Bills 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Initiative To 
Streamline State Government and To Make Other Necessary 

Changes to Law 

An Act Making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for 
the Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other 
Funds, and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to 
the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years 
Ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Fiscal Policy 

An Act To Establish a New Method of Determining the State 
Budget 

An Act To Strengthen Maine's Financial Future in Perpetuity 

General Obligation Bond Bills 

An Act To Authorize Bond Issues for Ratification by the Voters 
for the June 2010 Election and November 2010 Election 

An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Fund 
Energy Efficiency Investments for Maine's Future 

An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Purchase 
and Upgrade Trackage of the Montreal, Maine and Atlantic 

Railway 

An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Create a 
New Electronic Medical Records Infrastructure 

An Act To Authorize a Bond Issue for Ratification by the Voters 
for the June 2010 Election To Create Jobs in the State 

Miscellaneous Funding and Other Requests 
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LD 1825 

LD 1830 

Not Enacted 

LD 1594 

Resolve, Authorizing the Commissioner of Administrative and 
Financial Services To Sell or Lease the Interests of the State in 
Certain Real Property Located at 187-189 State Street, Augusta, 
Known as the Smith-Merrill House, and at 159 Hogan Road, 
Bangor, known as the Elizabeth Levinson Center 

An Act To Make Administrative Changes to Tax Laws To 
Maintain a Balanced Budget 

An Act To Restore Longevity Pay 
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LDl An Act To Stimulate Capital Investment for Innovative Businesses in 

Maine 

Sponsor(s) 

MILLSP 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-378 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. I 053. 

The bill is modeled on statutes in Arkansas, Iowa, Michigan, Montana and Utah. It authorizes the 

establishment of the Maine Fund of Funds within the Small Enterprise Growth Board for the purpose of 

increasing the availability of venture capital to the Maine economy. The fund is managed by a director chosen 

by the Small Enterprise Growth Board by means of a competitive selection. The Small Enterprise Growth 

Board has authority to close the fund if necessary to protect the State's interests. The board raises capital for the 

fund by offering as security refundable tax credits issued by the board, with the goal of attracting venture capital 

investment in the State's economy. The board maintains regulatory control over the fund. The bill requires 

annual audits and reports on the fund. 

The goal of the fund is to create investments in the Maine economy, which is broadly described as including the 

development of intellectual capital as well as job creation. The 'director may invest outside of the State as 

necessary to maximize returns and reduce the likelihood that tax credits will be redeemed. The bill provides 

that net profits from the fund after payment of obligations must be remitted to the General Fund. It also 

provides the Maine Public Employees Retirement System a preference in becoming a lender of capital and a 

special provision that the Maine Public Employees Retirement System may be granted a piece of the profits as 

an additional inducement to becoming a capital lender. Tax credits may not be redeemed for defaults occurring 

later than 2031, and the bill restricts tax credit redemption to $10,000,000 per year. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-378) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and it replaces the bill with a smaller initiative to encourage, 
but not require, the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to invest in venture capital funds that are seeking to 

invest in Maine businesses in the targeted technology sectors. The amendment establishes an innovation finance 
program authorizing the Finance Authority of Maine to approve refundable tax credits equal to up to 80o/o of certain 
investments by the retirement system in venture capital funds that the authority determines will give strong 
consideration to investing in Maine businesses. Tax credits under this program are limited to $20,000,000. No more 

than $4,000,000 of tax credits may be placed at risk with respect to any single venture capital fund. The amendment 
includes a recapture provision where if the retirement system redeems a credit and subsequently achieves an 

aggregate annual return in excess of 8% on all investments under the program, it is required to return the excess to 
the State until it has reimbursed the credits redeemed. It also adds an exception from the laws governing public 
records by allowing the retirement system to protect the confidentiality of information that could impair the ability 
of the retirement syste1n to obtain such information in the future or that could cause substantial harm to the 

retirement system or that could cause substantial harm to the venture capital funds into which the retire1nent system 

invests under the innovation finance program. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 63'l estiiblishes an innovation finance program to encourage, but not require, the 

Maine PublicEmplo)'ees Retirement System to invest in venture capital funds );hatare s~eking to invest in 

Maine businesses iri the targeted tec~nology sectors. The innovation finance program authorizes the Finance 

Authority of Maine to.approve refundable tax credits equal to up to 80% of certain investments byJhe 

1·etirement system in. venture capitalfunds that the authority determines will give strong consideration to 
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investing in Maine businesses. Tax credits under this program are limited to $20,000,000. No more than 

$4,000,000 of tax credits may be placed at risk withiespect to any single venture capital fund. The. law 

includes a recapture provision where if the retirement system redeems a credit and subsequently achieves an 

aggregate annual return in excess of 8% on all fuve.stinents under th~ program, it is required to return the excess. 

to the State until it has reimbursed the credits r<?deemed. It also adds .an exception from the laws governing 

public records by allowing the retiremenfsystem to.protect th.e confidentiality of information that could impair 

the ability of the retirement system to obtain such information in the futme·or that could cause substantial harm 

to the retire;,,ent system or that. could cause substantialhann to the .venture capital funds into which the 

retirement sxstem invests under the innovation finance.program. 

LD91 An Act To Fund the Maine Downtown Center 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 
GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-607 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. This bill 
includes ongoing General Fund appropriations of $75,000 per year to recapitalize the Maine Downtown Center. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-607) 

This amendment strikes the appropriations and allocations section of the bill and replaces it with a one-time 

appropriation to the Executive Department, State Planning Office to recapitalize the Maine Downtown Center. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pri~ate andSp~ci~l Law 2009, ch;.j,ter 42 provides a on6-time ~pp~opri~tiori.fo the E:X:e~utive Departrii~nt, State 
Planning Officeto recapitalize the Maine Downtown Center. 

P&S42 

LD272 An Act To License Home Building and Improvement Contractors DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

MACDONALD 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 1053. 
This bill creates the Maine Home Contractor Licensing Act. The bill contains provisions concerning: requirements 
for licensure of general contractors and persons who perfo1m framing, roofing, siding, insulating, window work or 

chimney work, if the work concerns residential dwellings; certain specific exemptions from licensure; required 
qualifications for general and specialty licenses; requirements for criminal and financial disclosures; creation of the 
Maine Home Contractor Licensing Board; and fees for licensing. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-760) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee and it replaces the bill. It creates the Maine Residential 
Builders and Specialty Contractors Act and establishes the Maine Residential Builders and Specialty Contractors 

Board within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Licensing and Registration. 
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Beginning January 1, 2013, the board wi11 authorize persons to practice residential building by issuing a license to 

residential builders and a registration certificate to residential specialty contractors. It establishes the requirements 

for licensure as a residential builder and for registration as a residential specialty contractor and includes ce1tain 
specific exemptions from licensure and registration. The amendment also provides for staggered initial 

appointments to the board and requires that all members be appointed to the board no later than May I, 2011. The 

board is required to convene its first meeting no later than July 15, 2011. 

LD355 An Act To Protect Residential Consumers of Home Heating Fuel 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 1053. 

This bill amends the statutory requirements for price protection and prepaid home heating oil, kerosene, liquefied 

petroleum gas and natural gas contracts to require these contracts to include a conspicuous cancel1ation clause in no 

less than 12-point boldface type ofuniform font that clearly states the terms and conditions by which a consumer 

may be released from the obligations of the contract, including any fees, penalties, notice provisions and deadlines 

that may apply. 

ONTP 

LD696 Resolve, To Reclaim Past Unredeemed Beverage Container Deposits ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

PERRY J 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 1053. 

This resolve seeks to recapture unredeemed or abandoned deposits from beverage containers subject to commingling 

agreements. Specifically, the resolves requires the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability to 

conduct an audit to estimate deposit amounts unaccounted for during the last 15 years and requires initiators of 

deposits to pay the estimates, plus interest, within 60 days of notice from the department. Failure to pay wi_ll result 

in a daily fine added to the assessment. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-599) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

LD 1389 An Act To Create Regional Quality of Place Investment Strategies for 
High-value Jobs, Products and Services in Maine 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 
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This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. I 053. 

Part A establishes the Maine Quality of Place Council to act as a coordinating body for state and regional 

quality of place investment strategies. The council consists of state and regional public agency representatives 

and private citizens. Its responsibilities include working with other state agencies to recommend how state 

agencies may align their laws, programs and funding with a state quality of place investment strategy to support 

regional efforts and assessing how regional quality of place investment strategies align with state efforts. The 

council will also create performance measures to assess state and regional quality of place investment 

strategies. It will also award annually Maine Quality of Place Prosperity Awards recognizing the preservation, 

enhancing and marketing ofMaine1s quality of place assets to stimulate job creation and economic prosperity. 

Part A also provides definitions for both state and regional quality of place investment strategies. It establishes 

a fund for implementing regional quality of place investment strategies. The fund will consist of any bond 

proceeds and any public and private contributions received for its purpose. This Part also requires applications 

for other state program funds to receive preference points if they are submitted as patt of a regional quality of 

place investment strategy. 

Part B requires regional planning and development districts that have in place a United States Department of 

Commerce, Economic Development Administration comprehensive economic development strategy to develop 

a regional quality of place investment strategy by engaging regional sector leaders, setting priorities and 

leveraging public and private development activities and funds. 

Part C requires the Executive Depattment, State Planning Office to provide assistance to the Maine Quality of 

Place Council, engage in public education regarding asset-based investment strategies and a state quality of 

place investment strategy and work with regional planning and development districts to aid them in 

development of regional quality of place investment strategies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-353) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and it strikes and replaces the bill. Like the bill, the 
amendment establishes the Maine Quality of Place Council. Under the amendment, the council is co1nposed of 12 
members, including 6 state agency representatives and 6 private citizens. The amendment requires that the council, 
in consultation with directors of economic development districts, establish standards and guidelines for regional 

quality of place investment strategies. It also requires the council to work with relevant state agencies to identify 
how they can actively promote, strengthen and support efforts to make best use of Maine's quality of place assets, 
including initiatives that support and implement regional quality ?f place investment strategies, and to encourage 

state agencies to fund projects that are identified as priorities in regional asset-based strategies developed by 
economic development districts. The amendment requires the council to coordinate its work with other state 
economic plans and with the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research 

and economic development matters. The amendment defines "quality of place assets 11 to mean those exceptional, 
marketable, place-based competitive strengths, resources and advantages that drive the local and regional economy 
and its sustainability, including: 

1. Sustainable econo1nic activities based on natural resources, including fanning, fishing, forestry, nature-based and 
heritage-based tourism and outdoor recreation and leisure; 

2. Downtowns and community centers; 

3. Historic buildings, structures and related facilities; 

4. Arts, culture and creative economy activities; 
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5. Landscapes, including the working landscapes of farms, forests and waterfronts; 

6. Access to outdoor recreational activities and leisure over public and private lands, including motorized and 

nonrnotorized activities; 

7. Skills and knowledge ofa workforce that relate to quality of place, including but not limited to those of workers 

in fishing, farming, forestry, research, historic preservation, the arts and culture, tourism and outdoor recreation and 

leisure; and 

8. Intellectual assets, including schools and colleges, research institutes, museums and educational programs. 

The amendment further charges the Department of Economic and Community Development and the Executive 

Department, State Planning Office with jointly staffing the council and requires an annual report from the council to 

the Governor and the joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and 

economic development matters. 

The amendment also provides that if an economic development district chooses to develop a regional quality of 

place assets inventory and regional quality of place investment strategy, then the district shall seek involvement from 

leading representatives of natural resources-based businesses, tourism, outdoor recreation and leisure, land 

conservation, arts and culture, historic preservation, downtown and community revitalization and municipal, 

transportation and workforce development interests within the region and any other entity that represents regional 

business or economic development interests, as well as consult with the council. It requires that, in addition to a 

regional quality of place assets inventory, a regional quality of place investment strategy must include identification 

of sustainable market opportunities that make best use of the region1s identified quality of place assets, an investment 

plan that includes one or more initiatives designed to realize the identified market opportunities, priorities among the 

region's identified and recommended quality of place investments and initiatives, opportunities and approaches for 

leveraging other public and private development activities and funds to supp01t the regional quality of place 

investment strategy and a plan to achieve full impletnentation, monitoring and measurement of the results of the 

strategy. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009~ ch~pter 483 .,stablishes the Maine Quality of Place Council. The counci.l is composed of 12 
membe~;iricluding 6 sta_te_ageilcy_rCpres·eniativ_es ·a11d 6 pri-Vate- citi:Zen·s,_ .The _law rf:q~ires_:that-the collnCi1, in 

cons~ltation with directors 9f economic development districts, establish standards and guidelines for regional quality 

ofplace invesbnent strategies. It requires the council towork withrelevant state agencies to identify how they can 

actively promote, strengthe~ an<l support efforts to make best use of Maine's quality of place assets, including 

initiatives.that suppmt and implement regional quality of pla~e investment strategies; and to enco1uage state . . .· 
agencies to fund projects that are}dentified as priorities il1 regional assehbased strategies developed by economic 

development districts. Itrequires the council.to coordinate its work with other state economic plans and with the.· 

joint_ stfili:d~g ·comniittee of the Legisl~ture: ~aving jurisdictiOll_-,over b~~;iness, __ research iind econOnric- dev_elopm_erit 

matters<It-als9_ defines 119u~lity_·ofpla,ce as~_e_ts" to m~a,n t_hose _excep~ional, __ ~arketable, place-b_ased competitive 
strengths, resources and advantages that. drive the local and regional economy and its sustainability, including: 

- . -- - . 
_1. -Sus'tainable_economiC actiVities based on.Jiithiral reso_uf~es_, -inciu,ding fanning,-fishing~_fO!'estry,_ nafut·e:based and 

heritage-based tourism and _outdoor-recreation-and leisure; 

2. __ -DowntOwris and commutiity centers; 

3. Historic buildings, structures and related facilities; 

4. Aii:s,'-cultufe and creative economy activities; 

5. Landscapes, including the working landscapes of frums, forests and Waterfronts; 
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6. -AcceSs to outdoor recreational activities- and leisure over public and private lands, including motorized and 
llonmotorized activities~ 

7. Skills and knowledge of a workforce that relate to quality of place, including but notiimited to those of workers 
in ilihlng, ffililling, fore Shy, research, histor_ic preservation, the_ arts and culture, tourism and outdoor recreation and 
leis_ure; itlld 

,8. Intellectual aSsets~ including schools arid colleges, research institutes, museu111s-and educational progra1ns. 

The Jaw fur!her charges the Department of Economic and. Community Development and the Executive Department, 
State Planning Office with jointly staffing the council and requires an annual report from the council to the Governor 
and,, the jo_int standing committee Of the Legislature havingjtirisdiction over business, research and economic 
development matters. It also provides that if an economic development disttict chooses to develop a regional quality 
ofplace assets inventory and regionalquality of place .investment strategy, then the district shall seek involvement 
from leading _representatives of natural resotirces2based buSinesses, tOurism, outdoor recreation and leisure, land 
Conserv~ti9n,.·'1It·~·. and cultur~,· historic preservation, dowritown and community reVitalizatiori and municipal, 
~anspodati~n rind workfo~ce dev~lopment interests within the region and any other entity_ that represents regio_nal 
buSiri~_ss or_ec_on?lllic deve_lopment interests, as_ well _as consult with the council. It requires that, m·addition to.a 
reglonal quaJity.ofplace assets .inventory, a regional quality of place investment strategy must include identification 
of sustainable market opportunities that make best use of the region's identified quality of place assets, an investment 
plan thatincludes one or more initiatives designed to realize the identified market opportunities, priorities among the 
!egioil1~· id~ntifi:e:-~- all_d reco1nniended quality of p1ace investn1ents and initiatives, oppo1tunities and approaches for 
leveraging other pubijc and private development activities and funds to support the regional quality of place 
inVestmelli Str:iteg}r and-a-plan to ·achieve full implementatioil, monitoring and measurement of the results of the 
strategy. 

LD 1393 An Act To Provide an Exception to the Pine Tree Development Zone 

Requirements for Seafood Processing Businesses 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by Joint Order, H.P. 1053. This 
bi11 provides a new exception category for qualification for Pine Tree Development Zone benefits for a seafood 
processing business that makes certain written comrnittnents. The process for qualifying for this exception and the 
conditions for meeting those qualifications are similar to those that presently exist for manufacturing businesses in 
order for them to qualify for Pine Tree Development Zone benefits under circumstances in which they would not 
otherwise be qualified. 

LD 1499 An Act To Protect Confidential Consumer Records in Self-service 

Storage Facilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN OTP-AM S-389 
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This bill protects the confidentiality of personal information relating to clients, customers or others with whom a 

tenant does business kept in self-service storage facilities if the tenant defaults on rental payments by requiring that 

the tenant notify the facility operator when the tenant intends to store such information, prohibiting the sale at 

auction of such information if the facility operator knows of its existence and requiring a purchaser of the contents 

of a unit to return any personal information. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-389) 

This amendment strikes language in the bill regarding requirements for a self-service storage rental agreement. It 

also adds medical information to the definition of npersonal infonnationn and makes other technical corrections to 

the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi-c Law 2009, chapter S25 protects the>confidentiali!)' of personal infonnation relating to clients, customers or 

others with whom a tenant does business kept in s"lf-service storage facilities if the tenant defaults on rental 

payments by requiring that the tenant notify the facilityoperatorwhen the ternmt intends to store such information, 

prohibiting the sale at auction of such information if the facilify operator knows of its existence and requiring a 

purchaser:of the contents of a unit -to return any Personal infonnatlon. 

LD 1505 Resolve, To Ensure Consistency in the Scheduled Expiration of Terms 

of the Board Members of the Finance Authority of Maine 

Sponsor(s) 

WRIGHT 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-657 

This resolve amends the terms of membership of 3 members of the board of directors of the Finance Authority of 

Maine in order to ensure that the terms of the board members remain staggered in accordance with laws governing 

those terms. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-657) 

This amendment, like the resolve, amends the tenns of membership of 3 members of the board of directors of the 

Finance Authority of Maine to ensure that the terms of the board members remain staggered. However, the 

amendment changes on_e of the board members, pushes back the terms affected and clarifies that members serve 

4-year terms after the changed tenns have expired. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 162.arriends the terms of memb~rship of 3 mem]Jersof the board of director; of the Financ.e 
Authority .of Maine to ensure that the terms .of the bo)lrd member~ remain staggered. It pushes back the te1ms 

affec.ted and clarifies that members s.erve 4,year teims after the chfillged terms have expired. 

Resolv.e 20.09, chapter162 was finally pass eel as an emergenpy measure effective March 17; 201<}._ 
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LD 1520 An Act To Allow the Board of Dental Examiners To Grant Permits to 

Qualified Individuals To Practice as Dental Residents 

Sponsor(s) 

BLANCHARD 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill allows the Board of Dental Examiners to issue a temporary permit to a qualified individual to practice as a 

dental resident under the supervision of a licensed dentist within a board-approved dental residency program setting. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 464 allows the Board of Dental Examiners to issue a temporary permit to a qualified 
individual to practice as a dentalresident under the supervisionofa licensed dentist .within a board-approved dental · 
~eside11cy _progjarn ~etting. 

PUBLIC 464 

LD 1530 An Act To Facilitate Recovery Zone Facility Bonds, Recovery Zone 

Economic Development Bonds and Qualified Energy Conservation 

Bonds 

PUBLIC 517 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE OTP-AM S-381 

This bill facilitates the issuance of recovery zone facility bonds authorized by the federal American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of2009. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-381) 

This amendment makes technical changes to the bill and creates a mechanism to allow for a reallocation process that 

waives each county's allocation for facility bonds, economic development bonds and qualified energy conservation 

bonds pursuant to the federal Ameiican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 to the Finance Authority of Maine 
and the Maine Municipal Bond Bank to enable the reallocation of the unused volun1e cap across the State in a timely 

manner. 

Enacted Law Summary 

~ublic La,;l009, chapter 51',7 facilitates the is,;.;~;;ce ?f rec0vecyc-z~ne facilitybondsa~thoiizedbythe f;;dci~al 
American Recovery.and Reinvestment Actof 2009. It creates a mechanism toallow for a reallocation process that · 
waive~_ e~ch:~ount}ris _allocatiOn for f~Cp,itY bonds~:--econO~i_c d_eyelOp111erit -bolldS and (}ualified e1-1e~gy- cof!se1~atipll 
bonds pursuant to the federal Ameiican Recovery and Reinvestment Act ~f 2009 to the Finance Authority of Maine 
and the.MaineMunicipal Bond B.ank to enable the. reallocation of the unused.volnme cap across the State in a timely 
manner. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 517 was ena,ted as an emergency measure effective March 17, 2010; 

43 



Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development 

LD 1541 An Act To Protect Consumers from Charges after a Free Trial Period 

Sponsor(s) 

HUNT 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-626 

This bill prohibits a merchant from offering a consumer product or service for a free trial period if the consumer is 

required to contact the merchant to avoid receiving additional products or services and incurring a financial 

obligation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~626) 

This amendment replaces the bill and 1nakes the following changes to the laws governing required disclosures to 

consumers. 

The amendment repeals the current prohibition on charges after a trial period and instead prohibits a seller from 

making a free offer to a consumer in Maine unless, at the time the consumer agrees to the free offer, the seller 

obtains directly from the consumer information necessaty for billing the consumer and the seller provides the 

consumer with clear and conspicuous information regarding the terms of the free offer, including any additional 

financial obligations that may be incurred as a result of accepting the free offer. 

The amendment also repeals the current exception for sales under $25 and adds a new exception for free offers 

where the seller and the consumer have an established business relationship. The consumer's established business 

relationship with the seller does not extend to affiliates of the seller, unless the consumer would reasonably expect 

an affiliate to be included given the nature and type of goods or services offered by the affiliate and the identity of 
the affiliate. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'~"bii~iiiw ioo(chapte; so2 ~~k.e; the foliowi~g ",,J,;;~g~s to the laws go,;ei'ti\;;g iequi;ed · dis~1;,;~res to ~;;~sumers: . 

l: It repeals th.e current prohibiti<in on charges after a trial period and insteadprohibits a sel.ler from making a free 
offer !O a C:OllSUJller in_ Maine ·un_Jess~- atth~ tip:ie __ th~;-_consumer ag~~~S to··the_ free ~ff er, the seller _??t_~S di~ect]y fi·ofu: 
the.conslfillerinronnation necessary for billing the consumer and th.e seller provides the consumer with clear and 
conspicuous W'onnation regarding.the te!"llls. of the free offer; including any additionalfinancial obligations that 
may be incurred ai a result of accepting the free offer; and . . 

- - - -- --

2. It al~?repeals thecurrerit ex9eption for sales under $25 and adds anew exception fo~ free offers where the seller 
and the c~11s~er have an established bus.iness relationship. The consumer's established businessrelationship with 
the seller does. uot ext.end to affiliates ofl:he seller, unl.ess the cons~mer wou]d reasonably expect an affiliate to be . 
included.giv~n lhe nature and type of goods or services offered by the affiliate and .th• identity of the affiliate. 
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LD 1572 An Act To Correct Errors in the Laws Relating to Unlicensed Practice 

and Other Provisions of the Professional and Occupational Licensing 

Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITHN 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill amends general provisions relating to the professional and occupational licensing programs within the 

Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Licensing and Registration to clarify the application 

of those provisions to regulatory functions of the office. 

The bil1 also corrects incorrect statutory citations to 11this Title" that were not updated when certain provisions were 

transferred from the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32 to Title I 0. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 465 amends general provisions relating to the professional and occupational licen~ing 
programs within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Licensing and Registration .to · 
clarify the application of those provisions to regulafory .functions of the office .. 

Ti1e·Jaw-alsO 9orrect~ -incorrect"~t·atu~ory citations·.:to ·"thiS:·Tit1e11 .that\¥ere .not updated when .cerlain provisions Wefe 
transferred from the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32 to Title 10. 

PUBLIC 465 

LD 1597 An Act To Clarify the Educational Requirements for Eligibility for 

Examination for Licensure as a Certified Pnblic Accountant 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill clarifies the law pertaining to the educational requirements for eligibility for examination for licensure as a 

certified public accountant and the requirements for licensure. 

LD 1608 Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Professional and Financial 

Regulation To Study the Complaint Resolution Process 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITHN 
GOODALL 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-658 

S-438 BARTLETT 

This bill establishes the Independent Office of Administrative Law Judges to decide cases related to licensing 
co1nplaints from licensing boards under the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-658) 

This amend1nent replaces the bill with a resolve that directs the Commissioner of Professional and Financial 

Regulation, in consultation with interested parties including the Maine Regulatory Fairness Board, to conduct a 
study of the need to establish protocols for the resolution of complaints made to occupational and professional 
licensing boards within and affiliated with the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation. It requires the 
Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation to submit any recommendations from the study to the joint 

standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters 
by February 15, 2011. It also autb01izes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

business, research and economic development matters to submit a bill regarding the subject matter of the study to the 
First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S~438) 

This amendment removes the authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
business, resf:arch and economic development matters to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the 125th 
Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 191 directs the Commissioner ofPrqfessional and Fi111mdal Regulation, in consultation with 
interested parties includingthe Maine Regulatory Fairness Board, to conduct a study of the need to establish 
protocolsfor the resolution ofcomplaints made to occupational andprofessional licensing bo~ds within and 

affiliated y{ith the Depar!ment. It r~quires .the Commissi0qer of Professional and Financial Regulation to submit · 
any recommendations from _ihe study to the ioint standingcommitteeofthe Legislature having jurisdiction over 
business, research and economic development matters by February 15, 2011. . 

LD 1659 An Act To Enhance the Small Enterprise Growth Fond 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR OTP 

This bill allows the Small Enterprise Growth Board to establish and manage separate investment funds raised 

from entities other than the State. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 475 allows the Small Enterprise GrowthBpard to establish andmanage.separate 

investment funds raised from entities other than the State. 

PUBLIC 475 

LD 1664 An Act To Enhance the Redevelopment of the Brunswick Naval Air 

Station 

PUBLIC 641 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GERZOFSKY OTP-AM S-503 
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This bill creates a fund to suppmt Brunswick Naval Air Station redevelopment. Funds will be appropriated by the 
State, and the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority is authorized to receive funds from gifts, grants, devises, 
bequests, trusts or security documents. This bill sets forth goals to be pursued by the Midcoast Regional 

Redevelopment Authority and directs the authority to include a report on its progress toward those goals in its 
annual report to the Goven1or and the Legislature. The Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority is given power 
to act as an airport authority. This bill also directs the Maine Community College System to establish the Advanced 

Technology and Engineering Center as a campus of Southern Maine Community College at Brunswick Naval .Air 
Station. 

Committee Amendment" A" (S-503) 

This amendment establishes the Brunswick Naval Air Station Job Increment Financing Fund to receive annually 
from the State 50o/o of the increase in Maine income tax withholding attributed to employees in the base area over 
the tax withholding at the base level of employment for a business, with payments made to the fund allocated as 

follows: 

1. For payments transferred to the fund in 2011 and 2012, 100% must be allocated to Southern Maine Community 
College for use solely to fund the costs of higher education services, including, but not limited to, faculty and staff 

salaries and instruction, operations, equipment, maintenance and financing costs, including, but not limited to, 
closing costs, issuance costs and interest paid to holders of evidences of indebtedness issued to pay for project costs 
and any premium paid over the principal amount of that indebtedness because of the redemption of the obligations 
before maturity; 

2. For payments made to the fund in 2013, 75% must be allocated to the college for the uses stated above and 25% 
must be allocated to the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority for use solely to fund the costs of municipal 

services in the base area, including, but not limited to, water, sewer, electricity, telecommunications, fire protection, 
police protection, sanitation services and the maintenance of buildings, facilities, grounds and roads; and 

3. For payments made to the fund in 2014 and after, 50% must be allocated to the college and 50% must be 
allocated to the authority. 

The amendment provides that payments to the fund will no longer be made after January 1, 2031. It requires that if 

at least 5,000 net new jobs are created prior to 2031, the fund must be reviewed by the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over economic development matters in order to determine whether continuance of 
the fund is necessary. The a1nendment also changes the name of the Maine Co1nmunity College System campus of 
Southern Maine Community College at Brunswick Naval Air Station, the creation of which is proposed in the bill, 
from the Advanced Technology and Engineering Center to the Midcoast Campus. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law'2009, chapter 641. amends the; statutory goals and responsibilities of the Midcoast Regional 

Rede".elopmentAuthoril)' and provides the authority witl1 the powers ofa municipality to operate as an airport 
authority. It directs the authority to inchide in its aynual.report to the Govel'Ilor and the Legislature a summary of its 

progress towardpieetingthes~nc;:vv goals. The law also. di\ects. the Mame Community College System to. estahlish a· 
Mi.dcoast Campus ofSouthem Maine Cornnnmity College at B.runswick Naval A.ir Station, 

The law establishes the BiunswickNavalAir Station Job Increment Financing Fund to support Brunswick Naval Air 

Stationredevelopment. '!he Fund.will receive annually from the State.50% of the increase in Maine. income tax 

withholding attributed t? employees ":the ba~~area over the tax withholding at th" base level of employment for a 
business, with payments made to the· fund allocated as follows: 

1. For payments transferredto the fund in20l 1 and 2012, 100% must be allocated to Southern Maine Community 
College for use solely fo.fund the costs of?igher education services, including, but notlirnited t?, faculty and staff· 

salaries and_instrUction,.operations, equipment?--lllaintenance _and financing costs, including, butn~t1hnited to, 
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closing costs, issuance costs and interest paid to holders of evi_dences of iildebtedness issued to pay for project costs 
and any premium paid over thep1incipal amount of that indebtedness because of the redemption of the obligations 
before matwity; 

2. For payments made to the fund in 2013, 75% must be allocated to the college for the uses stated above and 25% 
must be allo_cated fo theMidcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority for use solely to fund the costs of municipal 
services in the base area, including·;-but not liinited to, water, sewer, electricity, telecommunications, fire protection, 
police protection, sani~ation services-arid the maintenance of buildings, facilities, grounds and roads; and 

3. For payments made to the fund in 2014 and after, 50% must.be allocated to the college and 50% must be 
allocated to the authority. 

The law provides that payments to the fund will no longer be made after January 1, 2031. It requires that if at least 
5,000 .net new jobs are created prior to 2031, the fund must be reviewed by the joint standing committee of the 
~egisiatllf"' h<I:ying juiisdictiOn over economic d~velopment 1natters in order to determine whether continuanc~ of the 
fu_nd is-necessary. 

PublkLa~ 2009, chapter 641 was. enacted as an~ emergency measure effective April 12, 20 I 0. 

LD 1677 An Act Regarding the Laws Governing Data Collection and Marketing 

Practices Directed at Minors 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHNEIDER OTP-AM S-427 

PUBLIC 560 
EMERGENCY 

This bill prohibits the collection and use of personal infonnation collected on the Internet from a minor who is at 
least 13 years of age and under 17 years of age for the purposes of pharmaceutical marketing in violation of rules 
adopted by the Attorney General. The bill requires the Attorney General to adopt rules consistent with the federal 
Children's Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998, 15 United States Code, Sections 6501 to 6506 (2007) and 16 Code 
of Federal Regulations, Part 312 (1999), which regulates the collection and use of personal information from 
children under 13 years of age on the Internet. 

The rules, which are routine technical rules, must define "pharmaceutical marketing" in a manner that includes the 

business of advertising or otherwise promoting the sale of prescription and over-the-counter drugs, as regulated by 
the United States Food and Drug Administration, and ensures the adequate protection of the health and safety of 
minors who are at least 13 years of age and under 17 years of age. The bill establishes that a violation is an unfair 
trade practice as prohibited by the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-427) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble, emergency clause and new title to the bill. It also strikes everything 
in the bill except the repeal of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, chapter 1055, which concerned data collection 
and marketing practices directed at minors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publib Law 2009, chipter 560 repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, chapter 1055, which concerned data 
collection and marketing practices directed at minors. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 560 was enacte.d as an emergencymeasure effective March 29, 2010. 
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LD 1679 An Act To Create Jobs and Stimulate Economic Development by 

Making Captive Insurers Eligible for Pine Tree Development Zone 

Benefits 

PUBLIC 627 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

AL FOND OlP-AM S-400 

This bill makes captive insurance companies located anywhere in the State eligible for Pine Tree Development Zone 
benefits for a I 0-year period and provides for a I 00% state income tax credit during that I 0-year period. The bill 

also extends the availability of the income tax credit for all qualified Pine Tree Development Zone businesses for 10 

years until 2029. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-400) 

This a1nendrnent strikes sections of the bill that designate all captive insurance companies anywhere in the State as 
being in a tier I location for purposes of Pine Tree Development Zone benefits but leaves the amended definition of 

!!financial services" within the Pine Tree Development Zone laws to clarify that captive insurance companies are 
part of the financial services sector and therefore eligible to apply for Pine Tree Development Zone benefits. It 
retroactively restores electricity rate benefits for qualified Pine Tree Development Zone businesses. The a1nend1nent 
also makes several technical corrections to the Pine Tree Development Zone laws in order to ensure that the tax 

benefits in the bill as amended expire on the same date. This amendment also makes those technical corrections 
retroactive to September 12, 2009, the date the law establishing tier I and tier 2 locations took effect. It makes a 
correction to the tax increment financing laws to reflect the changes made to the Pine Tree Development Zone laws. 

Enacted Law Summary 

------~--

Public Law 2009, chapter 627a1llends the definition of"financialservices"withinthe Pine TreeDevelopmentZone 

:la~s._tq clarify;tha~. capt~ve in_s~ra_nce-:~ompa!li_es·are part-ofthe:fn1an_chtl -se1vices s_ector an_d the~efore eHgible to 
apply for Pine Tree Development.Zone benefits. U retroactively restores electricity rate benefits for qualified Pine 
;'free Development Z~11ebusinesses. The_ law also 111akes s:veral technical correCtions to the Pine Tree Development 

Zone la)"'s in order to ensure_thatthe tax benefits.in the bill as amended ~xpire on the same date. This law also 
makes those tecb_nical_ coITections retroactive to September 12, 2009, the date the law establishing tier 1 and_ tier 2 
10catio.~s·took effect:. tf·_atsq makes a correcti'an· to the· tax in.Crement financing _lawS to.r_efleCt the changes rilade to 

the Pine Tree DeyelopmentZone laws. 

Public Law}0_09, chapter 627 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 9, 2010 .. 

LD 1683 An Act Regarding the Law Governing Recreational Vehicle 

Manufacturers, Distributors and Dealers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

SCHNEIDER OlP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-396 

This bill removes motorized recreational vehicles from the laws governing motor vehicle manufacturers, distributors 

and dealers and adds them to the laws governing nonmotorized recreational vehicles. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-396) 
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This ainendment makes several technical changes to the bill. It makes changes to the provisions governing good 

cause in dealer agreements, amends the number of days for written notice within survivorship provisions, amends 

the terms for reasonable compensation under the wa1ranty and strikes the provision allowing the court to award 

attorney1s fees and replaces it with the requirement that each party must be responsible for its own attorney's fees. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~bll~ i,~~ Z009, ch~pt~r 562 remove&~;;tC>;i~ed recreati~;.1 ;.;ehicles fi:o~ the laws gove,;,J;;g moto~ ~~hl~l~. 
n1anufacturers;- distributors and dealerS and adds th'e1n to ~he laws governing n-onmotOrized recreational vehicles. 

LD 1685 An Act To Clarify the Enforcement Role of the Mixed Martial Arts 

Authority of Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

PETERSON OTP-AM H-753 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes-to enact measures designed to enhance and 

clarify the licensing and oversight authority of the Mixed Martial Arts Authority of Maine, which is established in 

the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 4-D. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-753) 

This a1nendment replaces the bill, which was a concept draft. It authorizes the board of directors of the Mixed 

Martial Arts Authority of Maine to conduct specific inspections of mixed martial arts competitions, exhibitions or 

events and enhances enforcement mechanisms of the board. The amendment requires the authority to adopt rules 

regarding the certification process for authorized participants and a requirement that a physician be present during 

each mixed marital arts competition, exhibition or event. It allows the board to discipline authorized participants if 

they fail to adhere to the rules adopted by the authority and allows for fines up to $500 for each violation. It extends 

the deadline for the authority to adopt rules from March 1, 2010 to October 15, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publicl.aw. zoo:(chapter582 authotizes the boat·d of directors of the Mixed Martial At ts Authority of Maine to 

ConduCt _specific __ hispeCtio11s 9f m~ed.martiaI-arts compe:~itiops, exhibitions Or-eventS· :and eruiances--~~forC~ffient 
inechanis111s of the board. ·The law "equires thea~thority l? a<lopt rul~s regarding the c".rtification process for 
authorized participants and add.s the requirement that .a physician be present during each mixed maiital arts 

competitio~, exhibition or evo:nt. !tallows the. board to discipline authorized participantsifthey fitiUo adhere to tlfu 
rules adopted by the authmi!y and allows for fines up to $500for each violatioJ.L The law.extends the deadline for 

the authorityto adopt rules from March 1, 2010. to October 15, 2010. 

LD 1701 An Act To Facilitate an Increase in Sales of Motor Vehicles 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 

ALFOND 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill re1noves the current prohibition on sales of motor vehicles on Sunday. In addition, this bill repeals the 

existing exception from that prohibition for the sale of motor homes, which will no longer be necessary. 
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LD 1702 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY A 01P 

This bill repeals a provision in the laws governing registered nurses relating to delegated medical procedures that are 

already within the scope of practice of certain advanced practice registered nurses. 

Enacted Law Summary 

" - - - -
Public Law2009, chapter 512 repeals a provision in the laws govemingregistered nurses relating to delegated 
medical procedures that are already within the scope of practice of certain advanced practice registered nurses. 

PUBLIC 512 

LD 1743 An Act To Provide for the 2010 and 2011 Allocations of the State 

Ceiling on Private Activity Bonds . 

P&S33 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

SMITHN 

SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-624 

This bill establishes the allocations of the state ceiling on issuance of tax-exempt bonds for calendar years 2010 and 
2011. Under federal law, a maximum of $273,775,000 in tax-exempt bonds benefiting private individuals or entities 
may be issued in the State in 2010 and at least $273,775,000 in tax-exempt bonds benefiting private individuals or 
entities may be issued in the State in 2011. This bill allocates the state ceiling among the state level issuers of 

tax-exempt bonds. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-624) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pii;ate Md Spe~i~I La~ 2009; .cl}apt.;t '.l:J ~st~blish~s lhe .Jili~~ations of fu~ ~tale ceiling~~issu.;,_ce of W<:~xem:pt 
bonds for calendar years 2010 and 20 IL Under federal law, a maxim11m of $273, 775,000 in tax~exelllpt bonds 
benefiting private individuals or entities may be issued in the Statein2010 and atleast $273,775,000 in tax-exempt 

bonds benefiting private individuals. or entities may be is1ued in the State in 2011;. This law allocat~s the stat~, 
ceiling among the state level issuers of tax-exempt bonds, 

Private andSpecia!Law2009, chapter 33 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 5, 2010. 
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LD 1774 An Act To Strengthen Collection of Unredeemed Beverage Container 

Deposits 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report 

01P-AM MAJ 
01P-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-717 

This bill a1nends the laws relating to beverage containers to provide that the Department of Agriculture, Food and 

Rural Resources may remove beverages from sale when the initiator of deposit is not in compliance with reporting 

and payment requirements. 

This bill amends the laws governing the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue 

Services to provide that the bureau may disclose to the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 

registration, reporting and payment infonnation necessary for the administration and enforcement of the beverage 
container laws. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-717) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and incorporates a fiscal note. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-718) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee and replaces the bill with a provision that exempts wine 

distributors that are not participants in commingling agreements and that have wine distributing facilities in this 

State from the laws governing unclaitned deposits for beverage containers. This amendment also removes the 

emergency preamble and the emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 592 

EMERGENCY 

Public .L~w.2009, chapter 592 fil11ends the la\Vs i'~lating tCl beverage containers to provide that the Department of . 

Agri~ultfile; :Food and Rural-_R~~ource_s_ 1n_~Y __ rem_ove bever~ges _fr~m sale _~hell the initiator or, deposi_t _is -n6t in 
compliance with reporting and payment requirements. It.amends. the laws goyeming the pep~rtment of .· 

.Administrative and Financial Seiyi.ses, Bu,reau of~evenue Service_s to pr9vid" that.the bureau 01aydisclose tot~e .•. 
Department ofAgricultu~e, Food and Rural Resources registration, reporting and payment information necessruyfor>/ 
'.fue administration_aild ehfOrcement:ofthe"beverage container laws: - - - -

Public Law2009, chapter592 wasenaCted as an emergency measure.effective April 1, 2010. 
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Enacted 

LD 1530 

LD 1743 

Enacted 

LD 1683 

LD 1774 

Not Enacted 

LD 696 

LD 1701 

Enacted 

LD 1499 

LD 1541 

LD 1677 

Not Enacted 

LD272 

LD355 
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An Act To Facilitate Recovery Zone Facility Bonds, Recovery 
Zone Economic Development Bonds and Qualified Energy 

Conservation Bonds 

An Act To Provide for the 2010 and 2011 Allocations of the State 
Ceiling on Private Activity Bonds 

Business Regulation 

An Act Regarding the Law Governing Recreational Vehicle 
Manufacturers, Distributors and Dealers 

An Act To Strengthen Collection of Unredeemed Beverage 
Container Deposits 

Resolve, To Reclaim Past Unredeemed Beverage Container 
Deposits 

An Act To Facilitate an Increase in Sales of Motor Vehicles 

Consumer Protection 

An Act To Protect Confidential Consumer Records in Self-service 
Storage Facilities 

An Act To Protect Consumers from Charges after a Free Trial 

Period 

An Act Regarding the Laws Governing Data Collection and 
Marketing Practices Directed at Minors 

An Act To License Home Building and Improvement Contractors 

An Act To Protect Residential Consumers of Home Heating Fuel 
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An Act To Allow the Board of Dental Examiners To Grant 
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LD568 

Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety 

An Act To Amend the Sex Offender Registration Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

SYKES 
DIAMOND 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 568 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, House Paper 

1053. 

This bill implements recommendations for immediate legislative changes to the Sex Offender Registration and 

Notification Act of 1999, as recommended by the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public 
Safety in its Final Report of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Study of Sex Offender 

Registration Laws in November 2008. 

The bill amends the crime of prohibited contact with a minor by repealing the element that the person has a 

duty to register under the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1999 and by making the law 

applicable only to those persons convicted on or after June 30, 1992. The fact that a person must previously 
have been convicted of a Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, chapter 11 or chapter 12 offense against a victim 

who had not attained 14 years of age is material to the commission of the crime of prohibited contact with a 

minor. The bill also specifies that the person must initiate the direct or indirect contact with another person 
who has not attained 14 years of age. 

The bill repeals from the sentencing provisions the directive that a court order a person convicted of a sex 

offense or a sexually violent offense to satisfy all requirements of the Sex Offender Registration and 

Notification Act of 1999. This change clarifies that the Legislature determines that a duty to register exists 
based on the conviction and that the court's duty is only to notify the person of that duty. 

The bill repeals from the probation provisions the directive that a court attach as a condition of probation that a 

person convicted of a sex offense or a sexually violent offense satisfy all requirements of the Sex Offender 
Registration and Notification Act of 1999. The court has discretion to order any condition of probation 

reasonably related to the rehabilitation of the convicted person or the public safety or security, including 

satisfying registration requirements if appropriate. 

The bill amends that part of the definition of "lifetime registrant" in the Sex Offender Registration and 

Notification Act of 1999 that pertains to persons classified as lifetime registrants because of having multiple 

convictions for sex offenses to clarify that the changes made by Public Law 2005, chapter 423 operate 

prospectively. For persons convicted and sentenced on or after September 17, 2005, the definition remains 

unchanged except for technical drafting changes. For persons convicted and sentenced before September 17, 
2005, the amendment changes the definition of 11 another convictionn to mean an offense for which sentence was 

imposed prior to the occurrence of the new offense. This change would undo the expansion of 10-year 
registrants who became lifetime registrants with the 2005 change, including those registrants whose duty to 

register had ended prior to that change. 

Changes proposed in LD 568 were enacted in Public Law 2009, chapter 365 during the First Regular Session of 

the 124th Legislature. LD 568 was considered as a vehicle for additional amendments to the Sex Offender 

Registration and Notification Act of1999 during the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature, but 
changes to the SORNA of 1999 were adopted only in the committee bill, LD 1822, An Act to Further Amend 
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the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1999. LD 1822 was reported out of committee as a 

unanimous ought to pass report and went straight to the floor. LD 1822, now Public Law 2009, chapter 570, 

was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 30, 2010. 

LD791 An Act To Prohibit Furnishing a Place for Minors To Use Illegal Drugs DIEDON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE OTP-AM S-364 

This bill prohibits the furnishing of a place for minors to use illegal drugs. A person is guilty of furnishing a 

minor a place to use scheduled drugs, imitation scheduled drugs or counterfeit drugs if that person knowingly 

furnishes a minor a place to use scheduled drugs, imitation scheduled drugs or counterfeit drugs. Violation of 

the offense would be a Class B crime if the violation involves a counterfeit drug or a schedule W drug, a Class 

C crime if the violation involves a schedule X, Y or Z drug and a Class D crime if the violation involves an 

imitation scheduled drug. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-193) 

This amendment was adopted during the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. The amendment 

replaces the bill and mirrors the penalties for furnishing a place for a minor to consume alcohol in the Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 28-A, section 2081. For purposes of this new crime, a minor is a person under 21 years 

of age. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 791 was recommitted to the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety after being removed from the 

Special Appropriations Table and was subsequently carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th 

Legislature by joint order, House Paper 1053. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-364) 

This amendment was adopted by the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. This intent of this amendment 

is the same as Committee Amendment 11 A." Committee Amendment 0 B tt replaces the bill and mirrors the penalties 

for furnishing a place for a minor to consu1ne alcohol in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-A, section 2081. For 

purposes of this new crime, a minor is a person under 21 years of age. The amendment is drafted to co1nply with 

Maine Criminal Code drafting standards for prior convictions, including violations for conduct that is substantially 

similar and committed in another jurisdiction. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

This bill and its accompanying amendment were referred to the Special Appropriations Table and died on 

adjournment. 

LD 1139 An Act To Require Internet Service Providers To Retain Records 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 
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This bill requires that Internet service providers retain customer records for at least 180 days and directs the 
Attorney General to adopt routine technical iules governing the retention of those records. Failure to comply with 
the retention requirements is a civil violation for which a fine of up to $10,000 per violation may be adjudged. 

LD 1139 was carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, House Paper 
1053. The committee voted this bill ought not to pass at this time, with the understanding that the Department of 

Public Safety and Internet service providers will continue to work together on the issue of retention of records, and 
Congress is also currently considering similar legislation to comprehensively regulate record retention. 

LD 1497 An Act To Amend the Law Pertaining to Smoke Detectors and Carbon 

Monoxide Detectors 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

DIAMOND OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-701 MCKANE 

S-377 

This bill makes the following clarifications to the law govemillg smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 

detectors. 

1. Smoke detectors are required in each unit in a multifamily building and in any single-family dwelling built 

after January 1, 1982. Smoke detectors are also required in any single-family dwelling in which an addition 

adding a new bedroom is constructed, or in any dwelling that is converted to a single-family dwelling, after 

September 19, 1985. These dates reflect the original effective dates of legislation requiring smoke detectors. 

2. Smoke detectors are required in all rental units rather than only rental apartments. At the time of new 

occupancy, the landlord must ensure that smoke detectors are present. 

3. Landlords may install 10-year sealed tamper-resistant battery-powered smoke detectors in rented 

single-family dwellings. 

4. Smoke detectors required upon transfer of a dwelling to a new owner may be powered by the electrical 

service, by battery or by both. 

PUBLIC 551 
EMERGENCY 

5. The definition of 11 electrical service" for carbon monoxide dete~tors is clarified as either plugging the device 

into an outlet or hard-wiring it. 

6. Carbon monoxide detectors in rental units, new construction and dwellings that are transferred to new 

owners are required to be powered by both electrical service and by battery. 

7. The buyer of any single-family dwelling or multifamily apartment building must install carbon monoxide 

detectors and ce1tify that the buyer has done so. 

8. Carbon monoxide detectors are required in all rental units. At the time of new occupancy, the landlord must 

ensure that carbon monoxide detectors are present. 

9. Rental units requiring carbon monoxide detectors do not include hotels, motels, inns or bed and breakfast 

establishments licensed as eating and lodging places under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, chapter 562. 
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I 0. The Commissioner of Public Safety may transfer up to $100,000 from the Department of Public Safety, 
Office of the State Fire Marshal for the purpose of purchasing carbon monoxide detectors for distribution. This 

amends Public Law 2009, chapter 162, which required the transfer of $100,000 for this purpose. 

11. One-time funding of$115,000 is provided in fiscal year 2010-11 for the purpose of purchasing carbon 

monoxide detectors and educational materials. 

Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (S-377) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It removes the requirement for smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors to be installed in accordance 
with the National Electric Code and clarifies that they must be installed according to the manufacturer's 

requirements at the time of installation. 

2. It clarifies that smoke detectors installed or replaced afrer the effective date of the bill within 20 feet of a 
kitchen or bathroom with a tub or shower must be of a photoelectric type, except that ionization detectors are 

permitted in bedrooms even ifthe bedroom is within 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom with a tub or shower. 

3. It requires a buyer of a single-family dwelling or multiapartment building to certify at closing that the buyer 
will install smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors within 30 days of acquisition rather than on the day 

ofclosing. 

4. It removes smoke detector installers and carbon monoxide detector installers from protection from liability 
from damages resulting from the operation of the detectors. 

5. It includes closing agents and lenders in the list of people exempt from claims for relief resulting from the 

operation of smoke detectors or carbon monoxide detectors. 

6. It clarifies that claims for relief are for damages from the operation, maintenance or effectiveness of smoke 
detectors and carbon monoxide detectors, not only the proper operation, maintenance or effectiveness. 

7. It removes the exemption for hotels, motels, inns or bed and breakfasts from the requirement for rental units 
to have carbon monoxide detectors. This would allow the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire 
Marshal the ability to require carbon monoxide detectors in these facilities through rulemaking. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-701) 

This amendment requires a buyer of a single-family dwelling or a multiaparttnent building to install smoke detectors 
and carbon 1nonoxide detectors within 30 days of acquisition or occupancy of the dwelling, whichever is later, if 
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors are not already present. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 551 makes the following c!arifi~ations t~ the law governing smoke.dete.ctors a11d .carbon 
inonoxide- detectors. 

I. Smoke detectors are required itr each unit in a multifamily building and in any single-family dwelling built after 
Janu•iry 1, 1982. Sm9ke detectors are also required in any single-family dwelling in.which an addi~on adding.a new 
bedroom is constructed, or in.any dwelling that is converted to a single-family dwelling, after September 19, 1985. 
The.se. dates reflect the original effective dates of legislation requiring smoke detectors. 
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2. Smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors are required in all rental units not only rental apartments and 

must be installed at the.time ofa new occupaucy if they are not already present. 

3. Landlords may install 10,year sealed tamper-resistant battery-powered smoke detectors in rented single-family 

dwellings. 

4. Smoke detectors required upon transfer ofa dwelling to a new owner may be powered by the electrical service,. 

by batte1y or by both. 

5 .. The definition of electrical service for carbon monoxide detectors is clarified as either plugging the device into an 

outlet or hard-wiring it. 

6. The buyer of auy single-family dwelling or multiapartment building must ce1tify at closing that the buyer will 

insta\lsmoke. detectors and .carbon monmdde detectors within 30 days ofacquisition of occupancy of the dwelling, 

Whichever is-:later~'if smoke detectors and.carbon monoxide detector_s are not already Ptese~t. 

7: ·:.The-reqtiirement ~of smoke detectors and carbon monoxide deteCtors to be instaUed in accordance with the 

NRtional-Electric Code_ is removed. The detectors must be installed according to the inanufacturer1s requirements Rt 
the time of installatioll. 

.8. Smoke detectors installed or replaced after the effective date of the law within 2.0 feet of a kitchen or bathroom 

with .a tub o_r shower must be of,a photoe\ectric type, except that 'ionization detectors are pennitted in bedrooms even 
ifthebedroomis within 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom with a tub or shower. 

9. Smoke detector installers and carbonmonoxide detector installers are removed from protection from liability 

from damages resulting from the operation 0f the detectors. 

10 .. Closing agents and lenders are included in the list of people exempt from claims for reliefresulting from the 

operation of Smoke detectors or caibon.monoxide detectors. 

11. Claims Jar-relief fo:i- dam3.ges are :fi:om the operation, m3.intenance or effectiveness of smoke detectors and 
carbon monoxide det~ctorS, _nOt the proper operation, maintenance or effectiveness. 

12. TI1e ~oll1Illissioner ofPuhlic Safe!)' may transfer up to .$100,000 from the Depaitment of Public Safety, Office 

of the State .Fire Marshal for the purpose of purchasing carbon monoxide detectors for distribution: This amends 

Public Law 2009; chapterl62, which· required the transfer of $100,000 for this purpose. 

:13 .. One'time funding of$115,000 is provided in fiscal year20Hl-11 for the purpose of purchasing carbon monoxide 
detectors and edricationa1-1nateria1S. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 551 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 3, 2010. 

LD 1522 An Act To Streamline the Renewal Process for a Permit To Carry a 

Firearm 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PRATT OTP-AM H-633 
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This bill requires the Commissioner of Public Safety to renew, upon payment of the filing fee, a pennit authorizing a 

person to carry a fireann who would otherwise be prohibited from doing so, unless the Commissioner of Public 

Safety has revoked that permit for cause. This provision deals only with the issuance of permits to carry black 

powder rifles. 

Prior to the four-year limit on these permits, no further tracking or checking of pe1mit holders was done; once a 

permit was issued, it lasted forever even if the holder committed new crimes or other bad acts. The adoption of the 

four-year pe1mit renewal process requires a person to apply to the Commissioner of Public Safety; the 

Commissioner then does a background check on the applicant. The background check is the same kind of procedure 

conducted before certain professional licenses are issued. 

The Commissioner then sends letters to the sentencing judge, the Attorney General, the District Attorney where 

applicant resides and the District Attorney where the conviction making the person ineligible to possess a fireann 

occurred, the law enforcement agency that investigated that crime, and the Chief of Police and Sheriff where the 

crime occurred, as well as the Chief and Sheriff where the applicant resides at time of filing the permit application. 

Any objection results in a denial of issuance of the permit. Objections may be based on such factors as the existence 

of protection from abuse orders, past crimes and history of violence and repeated criminal conduct that shows a 

history of disrespect for the law. An applicant who has been denied may challenge the decision by filing an 80-C 

appeal, which is defended by the Attorney General. 

Committee Amendment 11 A11 (H-633) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment specifies that, if there is an objection to the issuance of an initial 

permit to cany a firearm to a person who would otherwise be prohibited from doing so, the objection must be 

provided to the Commissioner of Public Safety in writing and, as is currently provided, the Commissioner may not 

issue the permit. The reason for the objection must be communicated in writing to the Commissioner in order for it 

to be the sole basis for denial. If a person notified objects in writing, including the reason for the objection, to the 

commissioner regarding a second or subsequent issuance of a permit, the commissioner shall consider the objection 

when determining whether a second or subsequent permit may be issued to the applicant, but need not deny the 

issuance of a permit based on an objection alone. Again, as current law provides, the Commissioner may deny any 

application for a permit, even if no objection is filed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubHc Law2009, chapter 503 specifies that, if there is an objection to the issuance of an initial permit to carry a 

fireann to a person who would otherwise be prohibited from doing so, the objection m~t be provided to the 

Commissioner ?f Public Safety in writing and, as is cuJTently provided, 1:he Commissioner.may not fa sue !he permit. 

ThC_reaso1:1 for the obj_ection m_u_st be CC?mmu_nicated__jn wri1:ingto th~ cO~issionerm order_-for it to })e f4e-sol~ -
basis for denial. If a person notified objects in writirig, including !he reason.for the.objection, to the Commissioner 

regafding_ -~ se~Ortd, or subsequent-i_ssua11c~ of a_,pemiit, the _coinmi_ssion,er shan _coiisider-'the o_bJection _when 
determining whether a second or subsequent permit may be issued to the applicant, but need not deny the issuanc.e of 

a permit based on an objection. alone. As has always been the casi;, the .Commissicmer may deny any .application for 

~ perinit, even ifno_-objectiOri iS filed. 

LD 1531 An Act To Update Laws Regulating the Maine Emergency Management 

Agency 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GERZOFSKY OTP 
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This bill removes the provision permitting a prospective hazardous chemical and substance inventory report and fee 
based on projected inventory levels to be submitted to the Maine Emergency Management Agency at the time of 
registration and leaves the requirement that the inventory report and fee for the previous year be submitted annually 

on March I st. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapte~ 479 remove~ the provisi~n pe1mitthlg aprosp~ctive hiizardous chemi~al and substa~ce 
inventory report and fee. based on projected _inventory levels to be submitted to the Maine Emeqiency Management 
Agency at the time ofregistration and leaves the requirement that the inventory report and fee for the previous year 
be submitted annually on March 1st. 

LD 1576 An Act To Improve the Ability oftbe Commissioner of Corrections To 

Respond in Special Situations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PLUMMER OTP-AM H-615 

This bill authorizes the Commissioner of the Department of Corrections to establish ongoing emergency response 
teams consisting of persotll1el from more than one facility to assist in emergency situations throughout the 
department. Current law provides that when emergency situations are certified by the chief administrative officer to 
exist at a facility, the Commissioner, with approval of the Governor, 1nay assign personnel, from other facilities 

temporarily and as necessary, to assist in the emergency. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-615) 

This amendment clarifies that the Commissioner of Corrections has authority to create interfacility teams to respond 

to special situations throughout the department. The amendment ensures that the commisSioner may pull staff with 
expertise from one facility to assist in a special situation in another facility. The amendment does not change the 
current procedure for emergencies, in which the commissioner must seek approval from the Governor to assign 

personnel as necessary to assist in emergency situations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P. ublic L_. aw 2().0_ 9 '. cha __ pter_A •. 9._8. cl~rifies .th __ ~tt. h.· e Commissio.ner o_f Co_rre_ c.ti .. · ons h .. as. •. ut)lo __ 1ity··· to _ere at·· .. ~ interfa.cility 
- - - -

teams tci respond to special situations throughout the .departlllent Publi~ Law 2009,. chapter 498 e11Snres that the 
commissio~el' may puH--staff with- exp_~rtis_e from-one facility to as_sistin a special situatio~ in another _facility. This. 
does not' change the--curreint-procedure for emergeµcies, in-which the-cOmmissioi1er m_ust See_k:_approval from _the 
Governor to ~ssign pei·sonnel as necessary lo-asSist-ih effiergenCY--liituati_ons. 

PUBLIC 498 

LD 1583 An Act To Improve the Delivery of Community Corrections Services DIED ON 

ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HASKELL OTP-AM H-679 
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This bill amends the juvenile disposition provisions to provide that restitution orders for juvenile offenders be 

handled through the Department of Con-ections, just as the department handles orders for adult offenders. 
The bill provides that all repeat sexual assault offenders who are incarcerated as a result of a probation revocation 
must participate in a sex offender treatment program when requested by the department or in the alternative, have 

their probation revoked. 

The bill authorizes probation officers to respond to violations of no contact conditions of probation for probationers 
or to violations of no contact conditions for supervised release for sex offenders while the probationer or offender is 

still incarcerated. LD 1583 allows a probation officer to move for revocation of probation of a person who is serving 
an initial term of imprisonment or being held for a violation and who continues to have prohibited contact with the 
victim while in jail or prison. The bill also provides the same authority for revocation of supervised release for a sex 

offender who is incarcerated and continues to have prohibited contact with a victim. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-679) 

This amendment specifies that probation and supervised release may be revoked for misconduct occurring during a 
term of imprisonment served pursuant to any partial revocation of probation or supervised release. The bill 
authorizes revocation of probation and supervised release only for misconduct occurring during the initial term of 

imprisonment. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

This amendment was never removed from the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 

LD 1588 An Act To Change the Penalties for Writing Bad Checks 

Sponsor(s) 

SHAW 
DIAMOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-616 

This bill authorizes a person in a civil action against another for a dishonored check to recover up to three times the 
runount of the check, in addition to court costs, processing and interest. Current law authorizes recovery of the 

amount of the check, plus the other charges. Current law also provides that before recovering costs, the holder must 
first give notice for payment of the check, as outlined in Title 14 §6073, to the person liable, and the person liable 
fails to tender the amount of the check plus bank fees and mailing costs within 10 days of receiving that notice. 

The bill provides a person up to 18 months after the date on the dishonored check to bring an action to recover costs, 
and specifies that if a person does not pay three times the amount of the dishonored check before a hearing, then the 

court may award reasonable attorney's fees and shall award a civil penalty not to exceed $50 to the holder of the 
dishonored check. 

The bill also amends the crime of theft by creating a new version; a person is guilty of theft if the person negotiates a 
worthless instrument as described in Title 17-A §708 and 30 days have passed since the there was a transfer of 
property in exchange for the worthless instrument. 

The bill also amends the negotiating a worthless instrument statute by increasing the Class of crime from a Class E 

to a Class D crime and by making negotiating a worthless instrument of more than $500 up to $10,000 a Class C 

crime. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-616) 

This amendment replaces the bill and increases from an amount not to exceed $50 to an amount not to exceed $150 

the civil penalty that a court may order be paid to the holder of a bad check by a person liable for the check. This 
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penalty, in addition to reasonable attorney's fees, may be imposed by the court when the person liable does not pay 

the amount of the check, plus costs and interest, before the hearing. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter495increasesftom an amount not to exceed $50 to anamountnot to exceed $150 the. civil 

penalty thatacourt may order.be paid to the holder ofa bad check by a person liable for the che~k. This penalty, in 
addition. to reasonable attorney's fees, may be imposed by the court when the person liable does not pay the amount 

of the check, plus costs and interest, before ilie hearing. 

LD 1590 An Act To Update and Clarify Polygraph Examiner and Private 

Investigator Licensing Laws Administered by the Department of Public 

Safety 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HASKELL ONTP 

This bill makes the following changes to the polygraph examiner and private investigator licensing laws that are 

administered by the Department of Public Safety. 

1. Polygraph is redefined more generally as an instrument designed to verify the truth of statements. 

2. Only licensed polygraph examiners are authorized to conduct polygraphs. 

3. Canada is included in the reciprocity law for polygraph examiners. 

4. Inquiries into sexual behavior of an examinee are grounds for denial, suspension or revocation of a polygraph 

license unless the inquiry is specifically relevant or an applicant for a position with a law enforcement agency. 

5. Only a licensed polygraph examiner whose license has been endorsed by the Commissioner can administer 

post-conviction sex offender polygraph exams. That license requires 40 hours of training and 200 complete 

polygraph exams. 

6. Exceptions to private investigator license requirements are increased to include expert testimony; licensed 

professionals, whose professional work includes responsibilities that include private investigation; and securing 

information from the public domain including the Internet. 

LD 1609 An Act To Expand the Use of Ignition Interlock Devices 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a person who committed a second or third OU! offense prior to September I, 2008 to apply for early 

termination of a driver's license suspension on the condition that the person installs an ignition interlock device (IID) 

in the motor vehicle the person operates. This bill repeals the prior effective date that applied the new law to OU! 

offenses occurring after August 31, 2008, making the option available to more persons. 
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The bill also clarifies that the mandatory requirement of installing an !ID by persons with four or more OU!s be 
applied only from the time the law was enacted for offenses committed after August 31, 2008 and going forward. 

Since the IID requirement is mandatory in these cases, applying the law prospectively puts defendants on notice of 
the requirement. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter482 allows a person who c01;nmitted a second or third OUI offense prior to September 

1, 2008 to apply for early te1mination of a.driver's license suspension onthe condition that the person installs an 
ignition interlock device (!ID) in the motor vehicle the person opefates. Public Law 2009, chapter 482 repeals 

the prior effective date that applied the new Jaw to OU! offenses occiirring after Augnst 31, 2008,making the 

option availabl.e to more persons . 

• Public Law 2009, c~apter 482 also clarifies thatthe mandatory requirement.of installing an lID by persons with 

four or more OU!s be applied only from the time .. the law was enact"d for ofj'enses committ~d after August 31, 

2008 arnl gqing forward. Since th~l!D requirement is mandatory in these cases, applying the law prospectively 

puts defendants on notice of the requirement. 

LD 1610 An Act To Establish the Silver Alert Program 

Sponsor(s) 

ROTUNDO 

CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-709 

This bill establishes the Silver Alert Program, a statewide alert program for missing adults with disabilities. A 

missing adult is defined as one who has a cognitive impairment, lives in Maine, whose whereabouts is unknown 

and whose disappearance threatens their well-being. The Silver Alert Program is established in cooperation 

with the Department of Transportation, the Maine Turnpike Authority, the Maine Association of Broadcasters, 

the Governor's Office and appropriate law enforcement agencies. It requires a local law enforcement agency to 

notify the Department of Public Safety, all law enforcement officers in the county and enter a report to the state 

missing persons file and the National Crime Information Center. The department would issue an alert including 

notifying the media. The bill also requires all law enforcement agencies to adopt written policies regarding 

missing adults with disabilities and requires the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy to 

establish mandatory minimum standards for such policies by no later than January 1, 2011. All law 

enforcement agencies would be required to certify to the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice 

Academy by no later than June 1, 2011 that their policies are consistent with the minimum standards 

established by the board and to certify to the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy by no 

later than January I, 2012 that all law enforcement officers have received orientation and training with respect 

to the policies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-709) 

This amendment, which is the majority repmt, replaces the bill. It requires the Department ofPublic Safety to 
develop a Silver Alert Program for missing senior citizens in cooperation with the Department of Transportation, the 
Maine Turnpike Authority, the Office of the Governor, a statewide organization representing broadcast groups in the 

State and appropriate law enforcement agencies. The Silver Alert Program must include standards of procedure for 
receiving reports of a missing person with an irreversible deterioration of intellectual faculties such as dementia, 
activating a Silver Ale1t at the appropriate local or statewide level, and a plan for alerting the public through the 

media and highway message signs. The Silver Alert Progra1n must also include appropriate training for all law 
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enforcement officers. The program and training must be developed and imple1nented within existing resources. The 

amendment removes the require1nent for Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy to establish 

mandatory minimu1n standards by January 1, 2011 and for law enforcement agencies to certify that their policies are 
consistent with those standards. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 583 requires the Department of Public Safety to develop a Silver Alert Program for 

missing senior citizens in cooperation with the Department ofTransp01iation, the Maine Turnpike Authority, the 

Office of the Governor, a statewide organization representing broadcast groups in the State and. appropriate law 

enforcement 'agencies. The -Silvei Alert Program1nust include sta:iidards-~f procedure f6r receiving reports ofa 

1nissing person With all irreversible deterioration ofiritellectual faculties such as-dementia, activating a Silver Alert 

at the appropriate local or statewide level, and a plan foralerting the public through the media and highway message 

sigils; The Silver Alert Program must also include appropriate training for a!J.lawenforcement officers .. The 

program and training must be developed and implemented within existing resources. 

LD.1611 Resolve, Directing the Department of Corrections To Coordinate 

Review of Due Process Procedures and To Ensure Transparency in 

Policies Regarding the Placement of Special Management Prisoners 

Sponsor(s) 

SCHATZ 

MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

ONTP A 

OTP-AM B 

OTP-AM C 

Amendments Adopted 

H-763 

RESOLVE213 

This bill proposes minimum standards for the humane treatment of special management prisoners of the Department 

of Corrections. As defined in this bill, a "special management prisoner" is a prisoner assigned to one of several 
high-risk categories and confined in a secure special management unit. The bill also defines "serious mental illnessn 

and 11 special management unit (SMU). n 

The minimum standards established in this bill include the following. 

The confinement of prisoners with serious mental illness to a SMU is prohibited. 

The department shall provide a private evaluation by a licensed mental health professional within 48 hours of a 

prisoner's placement in a SMU and shall provide subsequent evaluations at least every seven days after the initial 

evaluation. Evaluations must be in person, not through a cell door and must assess the cu1Tent mental status and 

condition of the prisoner, the current risk of suicide or other self-harming behavior and include a review of the 

prisoner1s inpatient and outpatient treatment history. A ptisoner determined to suffer from a serious mental illness at 

the time of an evaluation must be removed from the SMU within seven days. If the prisoner is subsequently 

transferred to a psychiatric or mental health un_it or a hospital, the commissioner sha11 ensure that the prisoner is held 

in conditions that are consistent with those established in the bill. 

A prisoner's confinement to a SMU may be no more than 45 consecutive days, unless it is determined at a hearing 

that the prisoner has committed or attempted to commit a sexual assault, an escape from confinement or an act of 

violence within the previous 45 days of incarceration. Hearings must be held by a panel of at least three persons 

appointed by the Commissioner of Corrections, one of whom must be a clinician representing the mental health staff 

at that facility. 

The hearing process, at which the department has the burden of proof, involves the following. The Commissioner 

must provide written notice to the prisoner at least 72 hours before the hearing and the notice must set forth the 

factual basis for the continued placement in the SMU. Notice must also be provided to the prisoner indicating that 
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the prisoner has the right to: appear in person at the hearing, to submit evidence in the prisoner's own defense, to ca11 

witnesses and to be represented by an attorney. The Commissioner shall make audiovisual recording of hearing and 

maintain the recording and all related records until at least 120 days after the person is released from incarceration. 

The panel shall issue a written decision within five days after the hearing and provide a copy, including the reasons 

for the decision, to the prisoner. If the decision is to hold prisoner in SMU longer than 45 days, the decision must 

include guidance to the piisoner as to how to gain release from the SMU, and the panel shall review its decision 

every seven days to determine ifthe prisoner should continue to be held in the SM'U. After receipt of the decision, a 

prisoner may appeal the decision of the panel to the Commissioner. The Commissioner shall respond to the appeal 

in writing within seven days. A decision by the Commissioner on an appeal or a failure to issue a decision within 

seven days is a final agency action as defined in Title 5, section 8002, and the prisoner is entitled to judicial review 

of that decision under title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 7. 

Corporal punishment of special management prisoners is prohibited, and the use of chemical agents or instruments 

of physical restraint on special management prisoners is prohibited, unless an audiovisual record of that process is 

made and the procedure is conducted in the presence of appropriate medical staff. The recording must be retained 

until at least 120 days after the prisoner is released from incarceration. Instruments of physical restraint, including 

but not limited to handcuffs, chains, leg shackles, restraint chairs and four-point restraints, may not be used on 

special management prisoners. 

A special management prisoner1s access to food, medical or sanitary facilities, mail or legal assistance may not be 

restricted for disciplinary reasons. 

The Commissioner is required to maintain a cun·ent list of all special management prisoners that includes the date of 

confinement in the SMU, the date of last review, the reasons for placement in the SMU and when the prisoner has 

been housed in the SMU for more than 60 days, a written statement of the criteria to suppott the extended 

confinement. The Co1nmissioner shall provide the list on a quarterly basis to each board of visitors for each 

correctional facility. 

The Commissioner, to the extent permitted by an interstate compact in effect at the time, may not transfer a prisoner 

to an out-of-state facility unless the administrator of that out-of-state facility has agreed in writing to adhere to the 

provisions of special management proposed in this bill with respect to the treatment of that prisoner. The 

Commissioner shall return that prisoner to Maine if these special manage1nent standards are not met. 

The board of visitors of each correctional facility is required to annually conduct a comprehensive review of the 

policies, standards and treatment of special management prisoners to determine the effectiveness of those policies 

and standards and the degree to which the treatment of special management prisoners complies with the law. Each 

board is required to include its findings in its annual report to this committee. 

The Commissioner is required to review the status of all current special management prisoners in the State to 

determine whether prisoners confined to SMUs should remain in those units and to ensure that prisoners held in 

SMUs more than 45 days receive a hearing as outlined in this bill. 

The Commissioner is also required to review all policies in effect on the effective date of this Act relating to special 

management prisoners and update those policies as necessary to confonn to the law. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-763) 

This amendment is one of two minority amendments of the committee. The amendment replaces the title and creates 

a resolve directing the Commissioner of Corrections, in consultation with the mental health and substance abuse 

focus group of the State Board of Corrections, to review due process procedures and other policies related to the 

placement of special manage1nent prisoners. The amend1nent also requires the Commissioner to consider an 

appropriate timeline for regular reporting to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

corrections matters and to report all recommendations, including any suggested policy or legislative changes, to that 
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committee by January 15, 2011. Upon receiving that repott, the committee may report out a bill to the !25th 

Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-764) 

This amendment is one of two committee minority amendments and establishes 1ninimum standards for the humane 
treatment of special management prisoners of the Department of Corrections. As defined in this amendment, a 
"special management prisonern is a prisoner assigned to disciplinary, high-risk or administrative segregation and 

confined ill a SMU. The amendment amends the definition of nsevere mental illness" to mean schizophrenia, bipolar 
disorder, schizoaffective disorder, major depression or any other psychiatric condition that is recognized by a 
statewide association of psychiatric physicians that would tend to cause the prisoner's emotional stability to 
deteriorate if confined in a SMU for an extended period. 

The amendment amends the provision addressing special management unit criteria for persons with serious mental 

illness by adding the require1nent that evaluations must be conducted with audio privacy. 

The minimu1n standards established in the amendment include limiting a prisoner's confinement to a special 
management unit to 45 days unless it is determined at a hearing that within the previous 45 days the prisoner has 

committed or attempted to commit a sexual assault, an escape from confinement, an act of serious physical violence 
or that housing the prisoner in the general population of a correctional facility would pose an immediate and 
unacceptable risk to the safety of staff or other prisoners. At hearings, the department has the burden of proof by a 

preponderance of the evidence. The amendment prohibits the confinement of prisoners with serious mental illness 
to a SMU and requires that a special management prisoner dete1mined to be suffering from serious mental illness be 
removed from the SMU within seven days. The amendment strikes language that addresses corporal punishment and 

restrictions on transferring P!isoners out of state. 

The amendment also authorizes the calling of relevant witnesses and having an attorney at hearings, but requires that 
these be secured and paid for by the prisoner. The amendment requires panel review of a placement decision every 

30 days instead of every seven days and specifies that appeals are made to the chief administrative officer of the 
facility and not to the Commissioner of Corrections. The amendment also clarifies that holding a prisoner for more 
than 45 days must be based on a finding as outlined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 34-A, section 1406, 
subsection 3. 

The amendment also-requires the Commissioner to tnaintain a ~urrent list of all special management prisoners and, 
when the prisoner has been retained for more than 60 days in one or more of the units of the SMU, to also retain a 
written statement of the criteria relied upon to support that extended confinement. The Commissioner shall provide 

the boards of visitors, the State Board of Corrections and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over corrections matters with a copy of that list on a quarterly basis. 

The amendment further requires the State Board of Corrections to annually conduct a comprehensive review of the 
policies, standards and treatment of special management prisoners to determine the effectiveness of those policies 
and standards and the degree to which the treat1nent of special management prisoners complies with the law. The 

State Board of Corrections is required to include its findings in its annual report to the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over corrections matters. 

The amendment maintains the requirement of the bill that the Commissioner of Corrections review the status of all 
special management prisoners in the State to determine whether prisoners confined to SMUs should remain in those 

units and to ensure that prisoners held in SMUs more than 45 days receive a hearing. The Commissioner is also 
required to review all policies in effect on the effective date of the bill relating to special manage1nent prisoners and 
update those policies as necessary to conform to the law. 

This amendment was not adopted. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H~820) 
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This amendment removes the review of policies related to placement of special management prisoners provided in 

Committee Amendment 11A 11
• The amendment requires the Department of Corrections to divert or remove an inmate 

with a serious mental illness, as defined in the amendment, from confinement in a SMU when such confine1nent 

could last for a period in excess of one week and states that this provision may not prevent the disciplinary process 

from proceeding in accordance with department rules for disciplinary hearings. 

The amendment also requires the Commissioner of Corrections to maintain a current list of all special management 

prisoners and, when a prisoner has been retained for more than 60 days in one or more of the units of the SMU, to 

also maintain a written statement of the criteria relied upon to support that extended confinement. The 

Commissioner shall provide the boards of visitors, the State Board of Corrections and the joint standing committee 

of the Legislature having jurisdiction over corrections matters a copy of the list on a quarterly basis. 

The amendment further requires the State Board of Corrections to ap.nually conduct a comprehensive review of the 

policies, standards and treatment of special management prisoners to determine the effectiveness of those policies 

and standards and the degree to which the treatment of special management prisoners complies with the law. The 

State Board of Corrections is required to include its findings in an annual report to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over cotTections matters. 

This amend1nent was not adopted. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-823) 

This a1nendment replaces the review of policies related to placement of special management inmates provided in 

Committee Amendment "A" with a requirement that the Director of the Office of Program Evaluation and 

Government Accountability convene a working group to review the policy of secure and humane use of segregation 

as set forth in this amendment and departmental policies, rules and practices related to the placement of special 

management inmates. The amendment requires the working group to provide an interim report to the joint standing 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over corrections matters by November 15, 2010 and a final report 

including any suggested legislation to the committee by December 15, 2011. It also adds an appropriations and 

allocations section. 

This amendment was not adopted. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment ''A" (S-518) 

This amendment replaces the review of policies related to placement of special management inmates provided in 

Committee Amendment 11An with a requirement that the Director of the Office ?f Program Evaluation and 

Government Accountability convene a working group to review the policy of secure and humane use of segregation 

as set forth in this amendment and departmental policies, rules and practices related to the placement of special 

management inmates. The amend1nent requires the working group to provide an interim report to the joint standing 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over corrections matters by November 15, 2010 and a final report 

including any suggested legislation to the committee by December 15, 2011. It also adds an appropriations and 

allocations section. 

This amendment was not adopted. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res;JJve 2009, chapter2B directs-th~-cQ;;;;;;;ssi~er ;;fCorrections, in consultatiori with tlle-meritathealth an:<l ___ _ 
sub~tance ab_use ,focus:-grou_p _of the State_-BOard o_f CoriectiOnS, tO re~ew: due process lJ,fO_~edur_es and-other poliCieS 
related to theplacementofspecialmanagement prisone1~. Resolve 2009, chapter 213 also requires the 

Commission(!rto consider an appropriate time line for regular reporting to the joint standing committee of the 

Legi$lature havingjuriscliction ayer con-ections matters and to report all recommendations, including any suggested 

policy or legis!a.tive changes, to that committee by J,anuary 15, 201 I. Upon receiving that report, the committee may 
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report out a bill to the 125tb Legislature. 

LD 1612 An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding the Unlawful Use of License or 

Identification Card 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

STRANG BURGESS OTP-AM H-617 

This bill amends the offense of possessing or displaying a suspended license by creating a two-tier violation, a crime 

and a traffic infraction, which parallels the changes made to the operating after suspension statute by Public Law 

2009, chapter 297. The bill provides that a person commits a Class E crime ifthat person displays or possesses a 

suspended driver's license or identification card when operation of the motor vehicle by that person is punishable as 

a crime. The bill also provides that a person commits a traffic infraction if that person displays or possesses a 

suspended driver1s license or identification card when operation of the motor vehicle by that person is punishable as 

a traffic infraction. 

The bill further adds a cross-reference to clarify what is intended by the conduct of "operating while license 

suspended." The conduct is as described in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 2412-A, subsection 1-A, 
paragraph A. The bill also clarifies which prohibited acts are strict liability crimes. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-617) 

This amendment strikes from the bill language regarding the suspension of an identification card, as it is not 

suspended like a driver1s license. The amendment also gives a law enforcement officer the authority to have towed a 

motor vehicle of a person who is issued a summons for a traffic infraction operating after suspension. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 493 

Public La\'/ 2009, chapt;,r 493 ainend;; tlie-offen;eofpossessing or displaying a susp~nded ~cense by creating a - -- --- ---

two-tierviolation, a crime and atrafficinfraction, which parallels the changes m~de 1o the operating after 

suspension statut~ by Public Law2009, chapter 297. l'ublic Law 2009, chapter 49;3 provides that a person commits 

a Class E crinie if that person displays or possesses a suspended driver's license when operation pf the motorveh_icle 

?ythat person is punishabl~ as_ a ~rinie. Public Law 2009, ~hapter 493 further provides that a _person commits a . 

traffic infraction if that_per~on displays or possesses a suspended driver'slicense _when operation of the motor 

vehicle by that person is punishable '18 a traffic infraction. Public Law 2009, chapter493 _also gives a law 

~nforcernen~ _officer_th_e_ au_thority-to·-have _towed a_motor yehidle_of a pers:~n who ls lssued a_ Sl.lJlllllons for a_-traffic"

in.fraction-0Pen1ting-.after suspension. 
. . . 

- --- - - -

P~bHc Law 2009; chapt~r 493 also adds a cross-reference to clarify what is intended by the conduct of"operating 

while license suspended." The conduct is as described in the M.aine Revise_d Statute~, Title 29,A, section.2412-A; 
subsection1-A,paragraphi\: .. 
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LD 1700 An Act Concerning Statewide Communications Interoperability DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-775 

This bill requires that the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Information Technology 
ensure that, in meeting the purposes set forth in the law establishing the Statewide Radio and Network System 
Reserve Fund, the ability of state agencies and agencies of county and local government to communicate with one 
another is in no way diminished, and the counties and local units of government are not required to replace or 

upgrade their equipment at their own expense solely in order to maintain their ability to communicate with state 
agencies. The bill also requires that a portion of the Statewide Radio and Network System Reserve Fund, which is 
financing the statewide radio and network system used by state agencies, is used to reimburse county and local 

governments for the purchase of radio equipment necessary for them to co1nmunicate on the new network. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-775) 

This amendment, which is the minority report, removes the requirement for the Statewide Radio and Network 
System Reserve Fund to reimburse counties and local units of government for purchasing radio equipment necessary 
for counties and local units of government to communicate on the new statewide radio and network system. It 

requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Information Technology to ensure.that 
the ability of county and local governments to communicate with state agencies is enhanced whenever possible and 
is not significantly diminished under the new statewide radio and network system. 

LD 1703 Resolve, To Implement tbe Recommendations of the Juvenile Justice 
Task Force 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 

GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-708 

S-498 GERZOFSKY 

This emergency resolve implements the recommendations of the Juvenile Justice Task Force. The resolve includes 
directives to the Departments of Corrections, Education, Health and Human Services and Labor to develop a 
statewide coordinated services district system by June 1, 2010. The system will be responsible for coordinating and 

implementing service delivery initiatives for the purpose of increasing high school graduation rates, reducing the 
number of youth in the juvenile justice system, reducing child abuse and neglect and increasing employ1nent 
opportunities for youth. The resolve also directs the system to work with the Children's Cabinet. 

RESOLVE204 
EMERGENCY 

The resolve directs that by December I, 20 I 0, the Department of Corrections shall design and implement two 

demonstration projects that use a capitated funding model to provide services for youth who are in the juvenile 
justice system. The specific goals for the demonstration projects are to increase school completion and reduce the 
use of detention and incarceration. The demonstration projects shall include access to a full array of in-home and 

out-of-home place1nents and substance abuse and mental health services. The demonstration projects shall work with 
the coordinated services district system developed under Section 1 and the Children1s Cabinet to coordinate services 

and to ensure flexible funding and timely response and provision of services. The demonstration projects must be 
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funded with existing resources. 

The resolve directs the Departments of Corrections and Health and Human Services to develop a plan that will detail 

a statewide system for in-home and out-of-home placements for youth in the juvenile justice system by June 1, 2010. 
The plan must include funding options for emergency shelter placements, foster home placements and residential 
placements. 

The resolve directs that by June I, 2010 the Departments of Corrections, Health and Human Services and Education 

develop a plan that identifies an ongoing mechanism for providing flexible funding for youth who are served by 

multiple state agencies. The plan must include resources from public, private and nonprofit sectors. 

The resolve requires that the Departrllent of Con·ections report progress on these cooperative initiatives to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over juvenile justice matters by January 15, 2011 and 
gives that committee authority to introduce suggested legislation to implement the recom1nendations to the 125th 
Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-708) 

This amendment strikes from the resolve language directing the Department of Corrections to design and implement 
two demonstration projects. The amenchnent adds language to the resolve directing the Depatiment of Corrections, 
in cooperation with the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Education and the 

Department of Labor, to work with the coordinated services district system and the Children's Cabinet to coordinate 
services and to ensure flexible funding and timely response and provision of services. The amendment also specifies 
that the coordinated services district system must be funded with existing resources. 

The amendment also changes some dates for development in order to provide adequate time for completion of the 
necessary work. 

House Amendment "A'' To Committee Amendment "A" (H-773) 

This amendment changes reporting dates and provides a deadline of Apiil 30, 2011 for the committee of jurisdiction 

to submit a bill to the !25th Legislature. This amendment was not adopted. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-498) 

This amendment removes language that requires the Department of Corrections to include with its progress report 
proposed legislation necessary to implement the initiatives. It also removes language that provides the joint standing 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over juvenile justice issues authority to introduce legislation to the 
I 25th Legislature based on the department's report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res<l!v.;2009, chapter 204 nnplements recommendations of the. Juvenile Jfiltice Task F~rce. The-resolve includes 

directives to the Departments. ?f C?rrections, Education, Health and Human Services and Labor to develop a 

statewide coordinated services distrl.ct sy~tem: The system will be resp911sibleforco9rdinating and impletr1enting 

servisedelivery initiatives. for the purpose of inpreasing l\igh school graduatiOn rates, reducing the number of youth 

in .the juvenile justice system, reducmg child a~use and neg)ectandincreasing employment opp01tunities fqryonth. 

Tlieresolve also di;ects the syste!Il to_v;ork withthe Ch_il<lren's Cabinet.. · . 

- - - -

Resolve 2009,.cliapter 204 directs th.e Department of Corrections, in cooperation with th_e Dep~rtment of!Iealthand 

Human Services, the Department ofEdµcation and. the Department of Labor, to work with the coordinated servic.es 

district system and the Cliildren's Cabinet to coordinate services and io ensure flexible funding and timely. response 

and proviSi~n of seniices;:.Tbe coOfd~riated: se_rviceS--di~trict :sySte~11nust .be_:funded-_~ith exiSting reSOUrces.-
. . 

.. __ :-_, - , --- -:.c_.,-

Resolve2009, chapter204 direc~ the Departments of Corrections and Health and Human Services to develop a plan 

that will detail a statewide systemfor in-ho_me and out-of-home placements foryouth in the juvenile justice system 
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by September!, 2010. The plan must include funding options for emergency shelter placements, foster home 

placements and residential placements. 

Resolve2009, chapter 204 directs that by Ja!mary 15, 2011 the Departments ofCorrections,Healthand Human 

Services and Education develop a plan that.identifies an ongoing mechanism for providingtlexible funding for youth 

>Nho are serve.d by multiple state agencies. The plan must include resources from public, private and nonprofit 
sectors-; 

Resolve .2009; chapter 204 also requires that the Department of Corrections report progress on these cooperative 

initiatives to the joint standing committee of the Legislature havingjmisdiction over juvenile justice matters by 

January 15, 20U. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 204 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 7, 2010. 

LD 1737 An Act To Clarify Safety Requirements in Acadia National Park 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-424 

S-459 RAYE 

The federal Credit Card Accountability Responsibility and Disclosure Act of 2009, Public Law 111-24, Section 512 

repealed a federal ban on firearms in national parks, effective February 22, 2010. The federal law prohibits the 

Department of Interior frotn adopting or enforcing rules that prohibit people from possessing firearms in national 

parks and wildlife refuges, as long as the person is in compliance with state law. Unless the State.prohibits 

possession in the national parks and wildlife refuges, people can carry firearms in those places. 

This bill proposes to maintain the prohibition of possession offireanns in national parks by prohibiting possession 

of a firearm in any unit of the United States National Park Syste1n in Maine, except: within a residential dwelling; to 

the extent the firearm is used in connection with hunting when and where authorized by State or federal law; within 

a mechanical mode of conveyance as long as the firearm is rendered temporarily inoperable or is packed, cased or 

stored in a manner that prevents its ready use; or when the firearm is carried by an authorized federal, state or local 

law enforcement officer in the performance of the officer's official duties. 

This bill's intent is to promote public safety and the preservation of wildlife by maintaining consistency with the 

prior prohibition against possession of firearms in national parks, with exceptions noted above, which are like the 

exceptions in so1ne of Maine's state parks. In some ofMaine1s state parks hunting is permitted at certain times; at 

some firearms are prohibited at all times. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-425) 

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety and 

amends the bill to apply only to Acadia National Parle The amendment prohibits possession of firearms in Acadia 

National Park except within a residential dwelling; to the extent the firearm is used in connection with hunting when 

and where authorized by state or federal law; within a mechanical mode of conveyance as long as the fireann is 

rendered temporarily inoperable or is packed, cased or stored in a nlanner that prevents its ready use; or when the 

firearm is carried by an authorized federal, state or local law enforcement officer in the performance of the officer's 

official duties. Under this amendment, violation of this prohibition is a Class E crime. 

This amendment was not adopted. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-424) 

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety and 

amends the bill to apply only to Acadia National Park. In addition to the exceptions to the prohibition for possession 

of a firearm provided in the bill, the amendment authorizes possession of a firearm when the firearm is a concealed 

firearm carried by a qualified law enforcement officer pursuant to 18 United States Code, Section 926B who 

possesses photographic identification; when the firearm is a concealed firearm carried by a qualified retired law 

enforcement officer pursuant to 18 United States Code, Section 926C who possesses photographic identification; or 

when the firearm is a concealed firearm carried by a person to whom a valid permit to carry a concealed firearm has 

been issued as provided in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25, chapter 252. This amendment also establishes 

penalties for violations, including a Class D crime f6r illegal possession of a concealed firearm, a Class E crime for 

illegal possession of a fireann, and a civil violation for failure to have proper identification or permit while carrying 

a concealed fireann. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A 11 (S-459) 

This amendment clarifies the violation provisions in Committee Amendment nA" as they pertain to concealed 

weapons and weapons that are not concealed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

The federal .Credit.Card AcconntabilityResponsibiiiiY~~ricini8;;1osure.Act ~f2009, PublicLaw 111-24, Section 512 

repealed a federal ban on firearms iri national parks, effective Februaty22, 201.0. The federal law prohibi.ts the 

Departpent. of Jnterior from adopfog or.enforcing rules. that prohibit people fi'o}ll possessing firearms Jn national 

p~rks and wildlife refuges, as long as the person.is in compliance with.state law. Public Law 2009; chapter 607 

maintains the prohibitions of possession 9f firea1ms.i11 national parks by prohibitingpossessi.?n ofa firearm in any 
unit (lf th~ United States National Park System in Maine, except: within a residential dwelling; to the extent the 

firearm .is used Jn connection with bunting when and.where authorized by State. or federal law; within a l1l~cbanical 
m?de of cony~yance as long as the. firearm isrepdered temporarily.inoperable or is packed, cased..or stored in a 

marmer that prevents its Teady l!se; or when the firemm is carried by an authorized federal, .state or local law 

enrOrc.ement officerjri·the .Petformance·ofthe.officer's ~ffi.cial duties: 
- '·' ' , __ ,' ·:.'· .·.. ' 

Public Law 2009; ch~ptet607also adds addition~! exceptions to the prohibition fol' possession of a fir~mm in 

Acadi~.National Pm'k. Specifically, it auihorizes possession of a firearm when the fireann is a oonceale.d fireann • 

.carried by a qualified ]aw enfor9.ement officer pur8uant to } 8 United States Cod~, Section 926B who possesses 

photographic identification; \¥hen.the firearm is a concealed firearm carried by a qualified retir:dJawenforcement 

officerpursu"llt to 18 United States Code, Section 926C who possesses photographic identificatioJ].; or whenilie 

fireao:n)s a concealed ~reann .carried by a person to \¥horn a valid pennitto cany a concealed firearni has been 

issued as Jirovided in the Maine ~vised Statutes, Title 25, chapter 252. 

LD 1740 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 2: Change of Use, 

Downsizing, or Closure of Correctional Facilities, a Major Substantive 

Rule of the State Board of Corrections 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 2: Change of Use, Downsizing, or Closure of Correctional 

Facilities, a major substantive rule of the State Board of Corrections. The rule establishes the process and standards 

used by the Board of Corrections to determine the use of state correctional facilities and county jails including if a 
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state correctional facility or county jail should be assigned a new service responsibility, downsized or closed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 165 provides for legislative review of Clrnpter 2: Change of Use, Dow!lsizing, or Closme 
of Correctional Facilities, a rn~jor substantive rule of the State Board ofCmrections. The rule establishes the 
proce~s and standards used by !h• Board of Coi;rections to determine tbe use of state correctional facilities and 
cpuntyjails including if a state correctional facility or county jail should be assigned a new service 

responsibility, downsized ordosed. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 165 was finally passed as itn emergencymeasure effective March 22,2010. 

LD 1745 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing County Jail Budgeting for York 

County 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NASSR OTP-AM S-461 

This bill provides that the county commissioners of York County may use revenue generated from boarding 
prisoners in the county jail in York County for any county expense. It requires the county commissioners to use 
money from the budget of the county jail in York County to pay the cost of payroll expenses for administrative 
services that are properly allocated to the county jail in York County. It requires the county commissioners of York 
County to pay the cost of debt service for the county jail in York County from the budget of the county jail in York 
County. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-461) 

This amendment replaces the bill. lt amends the tax assessment that can be collected annually by counties for the 
provision of correctional services, excluding debt service, so that York County's cap is reduced by $280,433. The 
lease-purchase atTangement for the heating, ventilating and air conditioning system that amounts to $280,433 a year 
is determined as debt rather than correctional expenditures and moved outside of the cap. The changes take effect 

on July I, 2010 to coincide with the fiscal year. The amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency 
clause. 

This amendment was never removed from the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A 11 (S-548) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause. This amendment was never introduced. 

LD 1766 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 15: Batterer 

Intervention Program Certification, a Major Substantive Rule of the 

Department of Corrections 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 
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This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 15: Batterer Intervention Program Certification, a major 

substantive rule of the Department of Corrections. The updated rule makes technical changes to the Batterer 
Intervention Program Certification. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 170 provides for legislative revie;. of Chapter 15: Batterer Intervention Program 

Certification, a major substantive rule of the Departinent of Corrections: The updated rule makes techn_ical changes 
to the Batterer In_tervention Program Cettificatioll. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 170 w_as finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 24, 2010. 

LD 1777 An Act To Display the Homeland Security Advisory System at Public 

Transportation Facilities 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires the posting of information about the federal Homeland Security Advisory System and its 

color-coded threat conditions in publicly accessible locations in public transportation facilities. 

LD 1789 An Act Containing the Recommendations of the Criminal Law Advisory 

Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-742 

This bill amends the Maine Juvenile Code to specify that restitution for juvenile offenders is the same as 

restitution for adult offenders under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, chapter 54, except that section 

1329, the restitution default provision, does not apply to juvenile offenders. Although section 1329 does not 

apply to juvenile offenders, enforcement of a restitution order imposed in a juvenile case is available pursuant 

to Title 15, section 3314, subsection 7, enforcement ofa dispositional order. 

The bill amends the Maine Juvenile Code to provide the court the authority to employ upon any default in 

payment of a fine or restitution the levying of execution or the taking of other measures authorized for the 

collection of unpaid civil judgments to collect the unpaid fine or restitution. A levy of execution does not affect 

confinement ordered as a punitive sanction and does not discharge a juvenile confined as a remedial sanction 

until the full amount of the fine or restitution has been paid. The amendment is modeled on Title 17-A, section 

1304, subsection 4 and Title 17-A, section 1329, subsection 4. 

The bill amends laws regarding dissemination of sexually explicit material and possession of sexually explicit 

material by clarifying that the age of the person depicted means the age of the person at the time the sexually 

explicit conduct occurred, not the age of the person depicted at the time of dissemination or possession of the 

sexually explicit visual image or material. 
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The bill clarifies the law regarding the offense of aiding escape by striking the tenn "contraband" from the 
offense and replacing that term with the relevant portion of the current definition of"contraband." The bill 
deletes from the law regarding the offense of trafficking in prison contraband the current reference to the 
definition of 11 contrabandn in Title 17-A, section 756 and defines ncontrabandn in Title 17-A, section 757, 
subsection 2 using the relevant portion that is repealed in Title 17-A, section 756, subsection 2. 

The bill enacts Title 17-A, section 1177 in chapter 48 of the Maine Criminal Code addressing victims' rights to 
provide notice to victims of the existence of Title 16, sections 53A, 53B and 53C, to clarify that certain 
communications by victims to sexual assault counselors, victim advocates, victim witness advocates or victim 
witness coordinators are privileged from disclosure. 

The bill specifies that, in the context of dissemination of sexually explicit material, and possession of sexually 
explicit material for purposes of determining a period of probation, it is not the age of the person depicted at the 
time of the alleged dissemination or possession of the sexually explicit visual image or material that the State 
must plead and prove, but rather the age of the victim at the time the sexually explicit conduct occurred. 

The bill clarifies that if a court orders as a condition of probation that the convicted person forfeit and pay a 
specific amount of restitution, that order, as a matter of law, also constitutes the imposition of restitution as a 
sentencing alte1native and no additional stand-alone order in this regard is necessary. 

The bill gives the court where a warrant of arrest is executed the same authority to conduct the default hearing 
as the court located where the warrant is issued. The court where a warrant of arrest is executed may exercise 
its discretion as to whether to hold the hearing or instead return the offender to the issuing court for that 
purpose. 

The bill clarifies the statutes concerning default by adding a reference to Title 17-A, chapter 54-C following the 
reference to "community service work. 11 

The bill amends the provision regarding time and method of restitution to reflect the new Title 17-A, section 
1326-F, which addresses restitution deducted from judgment in civil action, and Title 17-A, section 1329, 
which addresses what happens when a defendant defaults in payment of restitution. The changes 
comprehensively address any offender who has completed any tenn of commitment to the Department of 
Corrections or any period of probation and still has not paid the restitution ordered by the court in full. 

The bill amends the provision regarding income withholding orders to expressly allow probation officers to 
apply for income withholding orders when an offender owing restitution receives a sentence that includes a 
period of probation, making this provision consistent with the recent amendment to Title 17-A, section 1326-A, 
which leaves to the Department of Corrections the determination for probationers of the time and method of 

restitution payment. 

The bill enacts a new section that comprehensively addresses the situation in which an offender who has 
completed the term of commitment to the Department of Corrections or the period of probation still has not 
paid the restitution ordered by the court in full. It provides notice to former Department of Corrections' clients 
still owing restitution that the duty to pay remains; requires that monetary compensation continue to be paid to 
the Department of Corrections; and requires that, unless otherwise modified by the court, the time and method 
of payment determined by the Department of Corrections during the former term of commitment or period of 
probation continues to control. 

The bill amends the statutes concerning default to ensure that restitution payments are made to the same agency 
to which the restitution was required to be paid under Title 17-A, section 1326-A or 1326-F. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-742) 

This amendment includes by reference to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 16, section 53-B, subsection 3 and 
section 53-C, subsection 3 certain exceptions to disclosure privileges in a provision of the bill making certain 
communications made by victims privileged from disclosure. This amendment also clarifies the duties of the 
Department of Corrections in regard to overseeing payment of restitution by offenders who are no longer 
incarcerated or on probation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 608 implements.recommendations from the Criminal Law Advisory C~mmission. · 
Public Law 2009, chapter 608 amends the Maine Juvenile Code to specify that restitution for juvenile offenders 
is the same as restitution for adult offenders under the Maine Revised Statutes,. Title 17-A, chapter. 54, .except 
that section 1329, the restitution defaultprovision, does not apply to juvenile offenders. Although section 1329 · 
does not apply to juvenile 0ffenders, enforc~mentof a restitution order imposed in a juvenile case is available 
pursuant.to Title 15; section 3314, subsection 7, enforcement of a dispositional order; 

Publicfaw 2Q09, cbapter608 amends the Maine Juve~le Codeto provide the courithe authorify to ~~ploy 
uponany default in payment of a fine or restifution the levying of executi.on orth.e taking of other measures 
authorized for the collection of unpaid civiljudgments to collect the unpaidfine or restitution .. A levy of 
execution·_?oes not affect_c()nfin~ment_ordered as· a puniti_ve,: san9tion arid doe_s __ notdischarge ajUVenile confined 
as a remedial sanction until the. full amount of the fine or restitution.has been paid.,. 

Public La\¥ 2009, chapter· 608 amends iaws regfil'dingdissemin~tion of sexually e~pjicit material and· 
possessio~ ofsexually explicitmaterial by clarifying that the age qfthe pers.on depicted mearu; the age of the 
person at th~ time the sexually explicit conduct occurred, n.ot the age of the person depicted at the time of 
.dissemination or possession of the sexually explicit visual image or material. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 608 clarifies thelawwgarding the offense of aiding escape by striking thete1n,i 
"contraband" from the offense lllld replacing that tenn with the relevant portion of the current definitipn of 
"con(faband." The bill deletes from thefaw regarding the offense of trafficking in prison contraband the. current 
referen9eto the definitio~ of "contrab~nd"mTitle 17cA, section.756 llllddefmes.,contraband" inTitle17-A, 
section 757, subsection 2 using.therelevant portion.thads repealed in Title 17-A, section756; subsection 2 . 

. · . .-

Public L~w 200.9., chapter 608 enacts Title 17-A, section 1177 in chapter 48 oftlie Maine Criminal Code 
addressing victims' rights.to provide notice to victims of the existence of Title .16; sections 53A, 53B and 53C, 
to· clarify thRt ·c_ertain communica'.tions b)r viCt:ini~_tO sexual as_sault-couriselors, vlctllri advocatesP victllii,witness 
ad."ocates or victim witness coordinators are privil~ged from disclosure . 

... 

Public Law 2009,chapter 608 specifies that, in the context of dissemination of sexually explicit !"aterial, and 
posses~ionof sexually explicit material for purposes of determining a period of probation, itis not the. age of the 
person depicter at .the'.time of the alleged dissemfuatio~ or possession ?fthe sexually explicit visual image or 
)11aterial that the State.must plead and prove, but rather 1:he age of the victim at the time th.e sexµally explicit 
conduct occurred. 

PublicLmv 2009, chapM 608 clarities that ifa court orders as a condition of probation that the convic.ted 
person forfeit and pay a specific amount ofrestitution, that order, as a matter oflaw, also constitutes the 
imposition o:frestitution as a sentencing alternative and no additfonal stand-alone order in this regard is 

neces_sary: 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 608 gives the court where a warrant of arrest is executed the same authority to 
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cqnduct the default hearing as the court located where the warrant is issued. The court where a warrant of 

arrest is executed may exercise its discretion as to whether to hold the hearing or instead return the offender to 

the issuing court for that purpose. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 608 clarifies the statutes concerning default by adding a reference to Title 17-A, 

chapter 54-C_- following the reference to 11con1munity service work. 11 

Public Law 2009, chapter 608 amends the provision regarding time an.ct method ofrestitution to reflect the new 
Title 17-A;section 1326-F, which addresses restitution deducted from judgment in civil action, and Title 17-A; 

section 1329; which addresses what happens when a defendant defaults in payment ofrestitution. The changes 

comprehensively address any offender who has completed any term of commitment to the Department of 

Corrections or any period of probation and still has not paid the restitution ordered by the court in full. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 608 amends the provision regarding income withholding orders to expressly allow 

probation officers to apply for income withholding orders when an offender owing restitution receives a 

·sent~nce thatfucludes a period of probation, making this provision consistent with the recent amendment to 
Titfo17-A, secfon 1326-A, which leaves to the Department of Correctim1s the determination for probationers . 

ofthe.time.and method of restitution payment. 

Public Law2009, chapter 608 enacts a new section that comprehensively addresses the situation in which an 

offender who has completed the term of commitment to the Department of Corrections or the period of 
probation.still has 1lot paid the restitlltion ordered by the court in full. It provides notice to former Department 

of Corrections' cli~nts stillowingrestitution that the duty to pay remains; requires that monetary compensation 

continue t() be paid to the Department of Corrections; and requires that, unless otherwise modified by the court, 

the time al1d method of payment determined by the Department of Corrections during the former term of 
commitrrient or period of probation continues to Controt 

Publie ]_,aw 2009, chapter 608 amends the statutes concerning default to ensure that restitution payments are 
made to the same agencyto which the restitution was required to be paid under Title 17-A, section 1326-A or 

.1326-F, except that ifthe offender is no longer in the custody.or under the supervision of the Department of 

Corrections, the payments must be made to the office ofthe attorney for.the State who prosecuted the case or 

the clerk of court. 

LD 1817 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Working Group 

Concerning Domestic Violence and Firearms 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill implements the recommendations of the working group concerning domestic violence and firearms 
established under Resolve 2009, chapter 86. 

Specifically, the bill authorizes a law enforcement officer to seize firearms from a person upon arrest for certain 
crimes of domestic violence, including: murder; assault, criminal threatening, te1Torizing, stalking, criminal 

mischief, obstructing the report of a crhne or injury or reckless conduct if the officer reasonably believes that the 
person and the victim are family or household members; domestic violence assault, domestic violence criminal 

threatening, domestic violence terrorizing, domestic violence stalking or domestic violence reckless conduct; 
violating a court-ordered consent agreement or protection from abuse order or aggravated assault on a fa1nily or 
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household member. A person subject to firearm seizure pursuant to this authority is subject to a new bail condition 

established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 15, section 1023, subsection 4-A. The new provision requires, as a 
condition of bail, that all firearms in the possession of the person atTested be relinquished to a law enforcement 
officer and that the person refrain from possessing a firearm or other specified dangerous weapons until further order 

of a court. Upon request of the defendant, such a bail condition must be heard by the court as expeditiously as 

possible. 

The bill also amends Title 25, section 2803-B to expand policies for domestic violence by specifying that all law 
enforcement agencies adopt a written policy for the seizure of firearms and safe storage of firearms seized by a law 

enforcement officer in a domestic violence arrest. 

The bill was not refe1Ted to committee. 

LD 1822 An Act To Further Amend the Sex Offender Registration and 
Notification Act of 1999 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PUBLIC 570 
EMERGENCY 

On December 22, 2009, the Maine Law Court issued its decision in State v. Letalien, 2009 ME 130. The Law Court 
held that 11the retroactive application of the lifetime registration requirement and quarterly in-person verification 
procedures of SORNA of 1999 to offenders originally sentenced subject to SORA of 1991 and SORNA of 1995, 

without, at a minimum, affording those offenders any opportunity to ever be relieved of the duty as was pennitted 
under those laws, is ... an unconstitutional ex post facto law .... 11 The Law Court stayed the mandate of the decision 
until March 31, 2010 in order to provide the Legislature the opportunity to deal with the issue. This bill of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety responds to the constitutional concern raised in Letalien 

in two ways. 

First, it amends the in-person verification provisions to conform with those of Alaska that were found constitutional 
by the United States Supreme Court in Smith v. Doe, 538 U.S. 84 (2003). Maine's ex post facto clause is interpreted 

consistently with the United States Constitution, so this bill provides for verification for persons retroactively 
required to register as lifetime registrants that is consistent with the Alaska law found constitutional in Smith v. Doe. 
In particular, the bill amends the verification of registry information for persons sentenced on or after January 1, 

1982 and prior to September 18, 1999. For 10-year registrants sentenced during that time period, the Department of 
Public Safety, State Bureau of Identification shall verify the registration information in writing as provided by the 
bureau on each anniversary of the registrant1s initial registration date and once every five years in person. For 

lifetime registrants sentenced in that time period, the bureau shall verify the registration infonnation in writing as 
provided by the bureau every 90 days after that lifetime registrant's initial registration date and once every five years 
in person. The bill also provides that if there is a reason to believe the offender's appearance has changed 

significantly, the law enforcement agency or the bureau may instruct the offender in writing to appear in person at 
the registration agency with a current photograph or to al1ow a photograph to be taken or, if authorized in writing by 
the law enforcement agency or the bureau, to submit a new photograph without appearing in person. 

Second, the bill expands the provisions to allow certain registrants to be relieved of their duty to register on 
application and proof of legislatively established factors. An additional waiver sche1ne that authorized registrants to 

petition the court for relief from the duty to register was not included in the bill at this juncture due to a substantial 
fiscal note from the judicial branch, but may be considered again in the next legislative session. 

Specifically, the bill expands the existing exception that was enacted pursuant to Public Law 2009, chapter 365 to 
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allow the opportunity for additional registrants to provide documentation to the State Bureau of Identification to 
determine if they qualify for relief from the duty to register. First, it allows persons sentenced in Maine on or after 
June 30, 1992 and prior to September 18, 1999 who were finally discharged from the correctional system at least 10 
years prior to applying for relief and who meet the other existing factors of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 34-A, 

section 11202-A to apply. Second, it allows persons sentenced in Maine on or after September 18, 1999 and prior to 
July 30, 2004 for a violation of former Title 17-A, section 252 who were finally discharged at least 10 years prior to 

applying for relief and who meet the other existing factors of Title 34-A, section 11202-A to apply. The former 
crime of rape was added to the list of registerable offenses pursuant to Public Law 2003, chapter 711, so people 
convicted of rape prior to that law, which became effective on July 30, 2004, were also retroactively made lifetime 
registrants. Finally, it allows persons sentenced in another jurisdiction who were finally discharged from the 
con·ectional system at least 10 years prior to applying for relief, who have been in full compliance with the 
registration duties as a resident required under Title 34-A, section 11202-A, subsection 2 since September 12, 2009 
and who meet the other existing criteria of Title 34-A, section 11202-A to apply. The intent of the amendments to 
Title 34-A, section 11202-A is to make the relief process available to Maine residents with out-of-state convictions, 
but not to encourage convicted offenders to move to Maine solely to evade registration requirements in their home 
states or in Maine. Accordingly, the legislation sets a date of September 12, 2009, the original effective date of this 

statutory exception, as the deadline by which persons with out-of-state convictions that require registration must be 
residents in compliance with Maine1s Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1999 in order to qualify. 
This reduces the likelihood that persons will move to Maine primarily to take advantage of the exception. It also 
reduces the likelihood of factual disputes over residency status, as the dete1mination depends on registration and 
verification paperwork that the registrant must already have filed with the State Bureau of Identification as part of 
the registration and verification process, and in which the registrant would have identified his or her own status. It· 
decreases the burden on both the State Bureau of Identification and the applicant regarding obtaining documentation 
to establish residency for the purposes of the exception. Finally, it significantly reduces the likelihood of applicants 
fabricating evidence of residency for the purposes of the exception. 

The bill also changes the calculation of the 10-year registrant start times in Title 34-A, section 11225-A to make 
consistent the calculation of the 10-year registration period imposed retroactively for 10-year registrants sentenced 
January 1, 1982 to June 30, 1992 with that for 10-year registrants sentenced June 30, 1992 to September 17, 1999. 

Enacted Law Summary 

On December 22, 2009,the Maine L.aw Court issued.its decision in State v. Letalien, 2009 ME 130. The Law Comt 

held thaf"the retroactive. application of the lifetime registration requirement and qllfilterly in'person .verification 
procedures ofSORNAof]999 to offenders originally sentenced subject to SORAofl991 and SORNA of1995, 

witho~t, at a minimum, affording those offenders any oppcntunity to ever be relieved oft.he duty a.s was permitted 
under those laws, is ... an unconstitutional ex postfacto law .... " The Law Court stayed the mandate of the decision 

until March 31, 2010 in orderto provide the Legislature the opportunity to deal With the issue: 'Public Law 2009, .. - ·- . - . . - ... 

chapter 570 responds 1P the constitutional concern raise.din Letalien i!1 two ways. 

First, it amends the in-person vetification provisions to conform with those ofAlaska that were found constitutional 
by the United States Supreme Court in Smith v. ])oe, 538 Uc8. 84 (2003), Maine's ex postfacto clauseis interpreted 
consistentlywith the United States Constitution, so this bill provides for verification for persons retroactively 

re<Juiredtoregister as lifetime registrants that is consistent with.the Alaska law found~onstitutjonatin Smithv:boe, 
In paiticular, the. bill amends the yerification of.registryinfonnationfor persons sentenced on or after January 1, 
1982 and prior toSeptemberJ8, 1999. For IO-year registrants sentenced during that time period, the Department of 

Public Safety, State Bureau.ofldentification shall verify the registration information in writing as provided by the 

bureau on_, each annive_rs_ary._ of the registranti_s initial registration ·date .and onc_e eyery five years in person .. For 
lifetime registrants sentenced in that time period, the bureau shall verify the registration information in writing as 

~rovided by the bureau eveIY 90 days after that lifetime registrant's initial registration date and once every five years 
in person.~ Public Law 2009, chapter 570 also provides that if there is a reason to believe the offender's appearance 

has changed significantly, the law enforcement.~gency or the bureau may instruct the offender i!lwriting to appear 
in person at the l'egistratiOn agency with a current photograph or toallow a photograph to be taken or, if authorized 
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in writing by the laW enforcement agency or the bureau, to submit a new photograph without appearing in person. 

Second, the P.ublic Law 2009, chapter 570 expands the provisions to allow certain registrants to be relieved of their 
duty to register on applicationand proof oflegislatively established factors. An additional waiver scheme that 
authorized registrants to petition the court forrelief from the duty to register was not included in the bill at this 
juncture due to a substantial fiscal note from the judicial branch, but may be considered again in the next legislative 
session. 

Specifically, Public Law 2009, chapter 570 expands the existing exception that was enacted pursuant to Public Law 
2009, chapter365 to allow the opportunity for additional registrants to provide documentation to the State Bureau of 
Identification to dete1mine if they qualify forrelieffrom the.duty to register. First, it allows persons sentenced in 
Maine on or after June 30, 1992 al1d prior to September 18, 1999 who were finally discharged from the correctional 
system at leastlO years prior to applying for relief and who mee.t the other existing factors of the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 34-A, section 11202'A to apply, Second, it allows persons sentenced in Maine on or after September 
18, 1999 and prior to July 30, 2004 for a violation of former Title 17-A, section 252 who were finally discharged at 
least lOyearsprior to applying for relief and who meet the other existing factors of Title 34-A, section 11202'A to 
apply. Tlie former crirn" of rape was added to. the list ofregisterable offenses pursuant to Public Law 2003 .• chapter 
711, so people convict~d of rape prior to that law, which became effective on July 30, 2004, were also retroactively 
made lifetime registrants,. Finally, it allows persons sentenced in another jurisdiction who were finally discharged 
froll\ the correctional system at least 10 years prior to applying for relief, who have been in full compliance with the 
registrati9n duties as a Tesident required under Title 34-A, section 11202-A, subsection 2 since September 12, 2009 
and who meet the other existing criteria of Title 34-A, section 11202-A to apply. The intent of the amendments to 
.Title 34-A, section 11202-A isto.make the relief process availableto Maine residents with out-of-state convictions, 
but not to encoufage co,nVicted offenders to move to -Maine solely t9 evade regisiiation requirements in their home 
states or in Maine. Accordingly, the legislation sets a date of September 12, 2009, the original effective date of this 
Statutorji exception, as the deadline by which persons with out-of-state convictions that require registration must be 
residents in compliance with Maine's Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of! 999 in order to qualify. 
Thisreduces the likelihood that persons will moveto Maine primarily to. take advantage of the exception. It also 
red\lces.the likelihood of factual disputes oyer residency status, as the determination depends on registration and 
verification paperwork that tl1e registrant must already have filed with the State Bureau ofldentification as part of 
the registration and verification process, and in which the registrant would have identified his or her own status. It 
decreases the burden on.both the State Bureau ofldentification and the applicant regarding obtaining documentation 
to establish residency for the purposes of the exception. Finally, it significantly reduces the likelihood of applicants 
fabric~ting evidence.of residency for the purposes of the exception. 

Publi<; Law 2009,,chajJ!er 570 also changes the calculation of the 10-year registrant start times in Title 34-A, section 
11225-A to 1Ilake consistentthe calculation ofthe10~yearregistration period imposed retroactively for IO-year. 
regi~trants sentenced Januruy 1, 1982 toJune 30, 1992 with that for 10-year registrants sentenced June 30, 1992 to 
September 17, 1999. 

Public Law 2009, chapter570 was enacted asan emergency measure effective March 30, 2010. 
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LD 1766 

Not Enacted 

LD 1583 

LD 1745 

Enacted 

LD 1522 

LD 1737 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 15: Batterer 
Intervention Program Certification, a Major Substantive Rule of 
the Department of Corrections 

An Act To Improve the Delivery of Community Corrections 
Services 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing County Jail Budgeting 
for York County 

Weapons/Firearms/Concealed Firearms Permits 

An Act To Streamline the Renewal Process for a Permit To Carry 
a Firearm 

An Act To Clarify Safety Requirements in Acadia National Park 
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LD 160 

Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 

An Act To Require the Department of Education To Provide an 
Accounting of School Subsidy Based on Individual Members in a 
Regional School Unit or Alternative Organizational Strncture 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHATZ ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. Current law requires the 

Commissioner of Education to notify school boards of the amount of school subsidy to be allocated to school 

administrative units. This bill requires the commissioner to also provide the governing bodies of regional 

school units and alternative organizational structures with the computation and the amount of the allocation of 

school subsidy that the commissioner has estimated for the regional school units and each member municipality 

in the regional school unit or for the alternative organizational structure and each 1nember entity in the 

alternative organizational structure. 

LD352 An Act To Encourage Veterinary Practice in Maine and Make Revisions 
to Related Medical Education Programs Administered by the Finance 
Authority of Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE OTP-AM S-368 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It establishes the Maine School of Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Program, similar to the Maine Dental Education Loan Program. The progrrun would create three slots per year 
for veterinary students or persons eligible for licensure as a veterinarian to apply for a loan repayment program 

through the Finance Authority of Maine. The program would promote veterinarian practice for large anhnals. The 
bill creates the Advisory Committee on Veterinary Medical Education to work with the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Finru1ce Authority of Maine to evaluate and improve the program. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-368) 

This amendment includes changes to the Health Professions Loan Program and the Access to Medical Education 

Program. It also revises the proposed veterinary medicine loan program proposed in the original bill. The changes 
to the Health Professions Loan Program convert it from a program that provided forgivable loans for medical, 
veterinary and dental education and loans for optometry education to a program that provides loans for medical, 

veterinary and dental education to be repaid at varying interest rates depending upon the nature and location of the 
practice. The atnendment eliminates loans for optometry students. The runendment adds and revises certain 
effective dates to transition to the Doctors for Maine1s Future Scholarship Program enacted in Public Law 2009, 

chapter 410. The amendment eliminates new access seats for veterinary education beginning in 2011 in anticipation 
of the creation of the Maine Veterinary Medicine Loan Program. The amendment makes changes to the Advisory 
Committee on Medical Education to reflect the changing nature of the programs. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009~~h:;i]J!6~48s converts .the Heal.th Professions Loan Progrwfrom a program thatprovid~d 
forgivable loans formec:lical, veterinary and dental education and loans for optometry education to a program that . 
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provides lo~ns for medical, veteri~ary and dental education to berepaid at varying interest rates depending upon the 
nature and location of the practice. It establishes.dates that confonn to certain effective dates for the Doctors for 

Maine's Future Scholarship Program established in Publ.ic Law 2009, chapter 410. It eliminates new access seats for 
veterinary ec!usation beginning in 2011 in coincide with the phase-iii of the Maine Veterinary Medicine Loan 
Program. Chapter 48.8 makes.changes to the .Advisory Committee. on. Me.dical Education to reflect the changing 
nature of the programs. 

LD470 An Act To Sustain Nursing Education in Lincoln County 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

TRAHAN ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. It proposes ongoing General 

Fund appropriations of$500,000 per year beginning in fiscal year 2009-10 for Central Maine Community 

College1s Lincoln County nursing program in Damariscotta, Maine. 

ONTP 

LD 551 Resolve, To Direct the Commissioner of Education To Review the 

Essential Programs and Services Funding Formula 

RESOLVE197 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FINCH OTP-AM H-793 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. The bill, which is a concept draft 
pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposes to enact measures designed to improve the essential programs and services 
funding formula. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (H· 793) 

This amendment strikes the concept draft and replaces it with a resolve that requires the Commissioner of Education, 

in conjunction with the Maine Education Policy Research Institute, to review and report on the components and 
subsidy distribution mechanisms of the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act. The Commissioner of 
Education and the Maine Education Policy Research Institute are directed to submit their report by January 3, 2011 

to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 19.7 requir~sthe Colllmissioner ~fEducaticm, h1 conjunction with ih~Maine Ed~cation Poli~y 
Rese_arCh :fu.Stitute; t();reView:ail41:eport ,-o,n_th,e·:_ comPonents_ Rrid sub:sidy distriblltipn _1nechaIDsms Of the,ESselltial_ 
Prograins ~d Services funding Act. The Commissioner.of Education and the .Maine Education Poli(>yResearch. 
Institute are directed to submit theirreport by January 3, 2011. to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 

having jurisd~ction· over- education_.matt~rs. 
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LD 570 

Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 

An Act To Improve the Laws Governing the Consolidation of School 
Administrative Units 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FINCH OTP-AM H-768 

PUBLIC 580 

EMERGENCY 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. The bill, which is a concept draft 

pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposes to enact measures designed to improve the laws governing the consolidation of 

school administrative units. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-768) 

This amendment strikes and replaces the concept draft and enacts measures designed to improve the laws gove1ning 
the consolidation of school administrative units. The amendment accomplishes the following. 

I. It amends the school ad1ninistrative unit reorganization laws to permit the Commissioner of Education to approve 

a reorganization plan for forming a regional school unit or an alternative organizational structure when the 

Commissioner of Education finds that the school administrative units have documented, in a notice of intent, that 

they have exhausted all efforts to meet the established requirements and face unique circumstances that warrant an 

exception to the minimum student enrollment requirements. It also establishes that the commissioner's decision on 

approval of a reorganization plan under this provision is final. 

2. It provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2011-12, school administrative units that are member entities of an 

alternative organizational structure must be recognized by the Department of Education as discrete school 

administrative units for school subsidy purposes, unless the member entities of the alternative organizational 

structure include in their reorganization plan the decision to be recognized as a single school administrative unit for 

school subsidy purposes. It also provides that, for an alternative organizational structure that was established on or 

before June 30, 2010, the governing board of the alternative organizational structure may elect to have the member 

entities of the alternative organizational structure be recognized as discrete school administrative units for school 

subsidy purposes. 

3. It establishes provisions to clarify the formation of an alternative organizational structure including the following: 

A. It adds a requirement that a reorganization plan submitted by an alternative organizational sttucture must 

include a plan for adoption of consistent collective bargaining agreements in addition to school policies and school 

calendars; 

B. It eliminates the budget validation referendum vote for the budget of an alternative organizational structure; 

C. It retains the option of an alternative organizational structure being treated as a single school unit for the 

purposes of state subsidy; and 

D. It permits the Commissioner of Education to count students from the unorganized territory as uattending 

students 11 for the purpose of reviewing the minimum student enrollment criteria required for submitting a 

reorganization plan. 

4. It establishes provisions for the withdrawal of a member municipality from a regional school unit and the transfer 

of a member municipality out of one regional school unit and into another. These provisions are similar to the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, former sections 1405 and 1406 pertaining to school administrative districts, 
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except that a member municipality that wishes to withdraw from a regional school unit must have been a member of 

that regional school unit for at least three years and voters in the member municipality must approve withdrawal by a 

two-thirds majority vote. It also provides that a in ember municipality that does not join a conforming school 

administrative unit within two years of withdrawal is subject to the penalties applicable to a nonconforming school 

administrative unit under Title 20-A, section 15696. It further adds a provision to clarify that the regional school 

unit from which the member municipality withdraws may not be penalized for two years after the withdrawal of the 

municipality. Finally, it includes provisions that formerly applied in this area of law authorizing the State Board of 

Education to review decisions of the Commissioner of Education. 

5. It adds provisions to permit a member entity to withdraw from an alternative organizational structure when the 

alten1ative organizational structure is approved after July 1, 2010 and it provides that alternative organizational 

structures that were approved by the Co1nmissioner of Education prior to July 1, 2009 may continue to use the 

withdrawal provisions approved as part of their reorganization plans. 

6. It provides regional school units with a local option for establishing a single, common date for starting the term of 

office for duly elected metnbers of the regional school unit board when the elections for board members are held on 

different dates by the member municipalities that make up the regional school unit. 

7. It amends collective bargaining provisions in Title 20-A, chapter 103-A to provide requirements for alternative 

organizational structures that align with the existing provisions for regional school units. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public i.~~2009, chapter 580 ~nhcts me~l.lre; desig~ecl to itr1pr~ve the l~ws governing the cons~llclation of school 

admin.istrative.units. Thefawaccomplishes the folloWing. 

-1. _Ii am_~nds_the-Sch~Oladmin_istrative unit reorganiiati,On laws to permit the-Commissioller_ofEdU.cation to approve 

~reorganization ·plan_forfonning a, regi9nal school unit {)fan alternative organiza_tional sttuc_ture when the 

Commi_ssi~_I1e,r ofE_d,ucation fin~s_that th~ school administrciti_ve units hav~-d_ocurnented,in a notice of-intent; -that 

they have exhausted all efforts to m~etthe established req~irements and face unique circumstances that warrant an 

eXceptio?- to the mini[llum-~tude~~- e1,1follri1ent requirements·:_ It_also_establish~_s that the:commissioner's-decision on 

approval Of a reo_rganizatioll plari Under:.this-provision is fmal. 

2: It providesthat,heginning in fiscal year 2011' 12, school administrative units that. are member entities of an 

alte1:native organizational structury must l:ie recognized by the Department ofEducation as discrete school 

adm,ini_strative_ u~its for school _s11bsid_y-pmposeS, ~nless the member entities of the alt_em~tive organizational 

stt'llc~_e include in th~rr reqrgari~tion .P_lan the_ d~cision to be __ recognized as a singl_e schooladmini_strative tffiit for __ 
school subsidy .purposes. n ~lso provides that, for an alternative organizationalstructurethat was es!ablished oil or 

beforeJune 3.0, 2010, the g?vemir1g' board ofthe alter1mtive organizational structure may elect to have the member 

entities of-the alternative orgfillizatio~al _structrire be ~cognized-as giscrete school administrativ_e units for _school 

subsidypurposes. 

3. It esl\lblishes provisions to clarify the formation of an alternative organizational structure including the following: 

, ·' A. It add.s arequirement !hat a reorganization plan submitted by an alternative organizational structure must 

include a plan foradoption of consistent collective bargainingagreements in addition to school policies ru1d school 

~alendars; 

: ' . 
B. It eliminates the budget validation referendum vote for the budget of an alternative organizational structure; 

C. It retains the option {)fan alternative. organizational structure befog treated as a single school unit for the 

purposes of state subsidy; and 
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D~---It perntli~-ihe Co~i~sioner ~fEducation to C~unt stuci~~ts fro~ the uno~g~ized-feITitory as 11attending 
students11 for the purpose ofreviewing the tninimum student enrolhnent criteria required for submitting a 
reorganization plruL 

4. It establishes provisions for the withdrawal of a member municipality from a regional .school unit and the transfer 
Of a in ember .mUni_cipality out of one regional school unit and into another. These provisions are similar to the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, former sections 1405 and 1406 pertaining to school administrative districts, 
except that a member municip_ality that wishes to withdraw from· a regional school urii_t must have be.en a member of 
that regional school unit for at leasttlm:e years and voters in the member municipality must approve withdrawal by a 
tWo'thirds maj01ity vote. Italso provides that a member municipality that does not join a conforming school 

administrative unit within two years of withdrawal is subject to .the penalties applicable t.o a nonconforming school 
administrative unit under Title 20cA, section 15696. It further adds a provision to clarify that the regional school 
unit from which the member municipality withdraws may not be penalized for two years after the withdrawal of the 
municipality.· Finally, it inCludes provisions that formerly applied in this area oflaw authorizing the State Board of 
Educationto_review decisions· of the Commissioner-ofEducation. 

_5-. It 'adds provisions to pe_11Ilita meinber entity to withdraw from an alte1native organizational structure wh_eil the 
alternative organizational structure is approved after July 1, 2010 and it provides th.at alternative organizational 

structures .thatwere. approved by the Commissioner of Education prior to July 1, 2009 may continue to use the 
withdrawal provisions approved as part of their reorganization plans .. 

6c It provides regional school units with a local option for establishing a single, common date for starting the term of 
office for duly elected members of the regional school unit board when the elections for board members are held on 
different dates by th.e member municipalities that make up the regional school unit. 

.7:. It amends collective bargaining provisions in Title 20-A, chapter 103-A to provide requirements for alternative 
ofganizational .strilctures that align with the existing provisions for regional school units. 

Public Law '.2009, chapter 580.was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 1, 2010. 

LD 1296 An Act To Strengthen the Job Creation Through Educational 

Opportunity Program 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

011'-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-703 

This bill, which was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature, was rereferred from 

the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation. The bill amends provisions of the educational opportunity tax 

credit enacted in 2007 to improve administration of the program. Participating students would enter the 

program by registering electronically for the "job credit through educational opportunity program" rather than 

signing an 11opportunity contract. 11 The bill makes provisions for partial benefits for students transferring to an 

eligible Maine institution. The bill also clarifies or provides needed definitions, requires additional promotion 

of the program and requires institutions to report to the Department of Education in 2010 and 2011 on how the 

program is working. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-703) 

This ainendment strikes and replaces the bill in order to make a number of improvements to the Job Creation 
Through Educational Opp01tunity Program. Part A of the amendment accomplishes the following. 
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1. It amends the definition of "accredited Maine junior college, college or university" in the program to reflect the 
name change of junior college to community college and to include the requirement that the institution must have 
accreditation. 

2. It amends the definition of nMaine resident" to clarify when an individual is considered a Maine resident for the 
purposes of this prograin. 

3. It defines the tenns 11financial aid package" and "educational cost-of-living adjustment." 

4. It changes the eligibility criteria for participation in the program. 

5. It repeals the definition of 11opportunity contract" and provisions pertaining to the use of the contract. 

6. It requires the Maine Community College System and the University of Maine System to publish and disseminate 
to the Department of Education and all accredited Maine community colleges, colleges and universities the average 
in-state tuition and mandatory fees. 

7. It requires the State Tax Assessor to annually determine the principal cap and benchmark loan payment amounts 
and to provide to an accredited Maine community college, college or university the information necessary to 
document a student's eligibility for the educational opportunity tax credit. The principal cap is based on in-state 

tuition and mandatory fees for either the Maine Community College System or the University of Maine System, 
depending on whether the enrollment is for pursuit of an associate degree or of a bachelor1s degree. 

8. It requires the Department of Education, in consultation with the State Tax Assessor, to 1nake information about 

the program available on the department's publicly accessible website. The department shall refer any questions 
regarding the program to the relevant accredited Maine community college, college or university's financial aid 
office. 

9. It provides that all accredited Maine com1nunity colleges, colleges and universities shall certify the total principal 
that an individual who has earned a degree at the institution has received as part of the individuars financial aid 

package. 

10. It repeals the rule-making provision established in Maine Revised Statutes for the administration of the program. 

11. It directs all accredited Maine community colleges, colleges and universities to file a report with the Department 
of Education by February 1, 2011 and February 1, 2012 on how the program is working and it directs the department 
to convey the information gathered to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
education and cultural affairs by March 1, 2011 and March 1, 2012. 

12. It also directs the State Tax Assessor to report on implementation of the program to the joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs by March 1, 2011 and March 1, 2012. 

13. It directs the State Board of Education to repeal the rules adopted for the administration of the program. 

Part B of the amendment amends the educational opportunity tax credit to reflect the changes that were made to the 
program in Part A and enacts an income modification to Maine taxable income with respect to loan payment 
amounts paid by employers that are subject to federal income taxes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009; chapter553~.~es a number ofimprovementst,; the.Job Cr~atioll Tbf,;J1.ghEducatioJ1.al 

Opportunity Program. The law ..ccomplishes the following. 
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1. It ainends the definition of "accredited Maine junior.college, college or University" in the program to reflect the 
nrune change of junior col_lege to· co1nmunity college_ and to include the reqtiirement that the institution must have 
accreditation. 

2. It amends the definition of 0 Mai_ne resident" to clarify when an individual is considered a Maine resident for-the 
purposes of this program. 

3. It defines the terins 11financial aid package"- and 11educational cost-of-living adjustment." 

4. It changes the eligibility criteria for participation in the program. 

5._ It repeals the _definition of"oppoitunity contract'.1 and provisions pertaining to the use of the contract 

6. It requires the Maine Community College System and the University of Maine System to publish and disseminate 

to the Department of Education and all accredited Maine community colleges, colleges and universities the average 

in-state tuition. and mandatory fees. 

7 .. It requires the State Tax Assessor to annually determine the principal cap and benchmark loan payment amounts 

and-to ~i·o_vi~~_:to ,an accredited Maine _community_ college~ _college or_uhlversity the inforniation necessary to 
document astudent's eligibility for the educational opportunity tax credit. The principal cap is based on in-state 

tuition andmandatoty fees for either the Maine Community College System or the University of Maine System, 

dep_endirig on whether the enrollinent i_s for pursuit of an: associate degree or of a bachelor's degree. 

8. It.requires the Department of Education, in consultation with the State Tax Assessor, to make information about 

the prograinavailable on the department's publicly accessible website. The department shall refer any questions 

regfilding the program to the relevant accredited Maine community college, college or university1s financial aid 
office. 

9 .. It provides that all accredited Maine community colleges, colleges and uuiversities shall ce1tify the total principal 

th.at ardndividual who has earned a degree at the institution has received as part of the individual's fmancial aid 

package. 

I 0. It repeals .the rule-making provision established in Maine Revised Statutes for the administration of the program. 

,ll. It directs all accredited Maine community colleges, colleges .and universities to file a report with the Department 

of Education by February I; 2011 and February 1, 2012 on.how the program is working and it directs the depa1tment 

to "':nveythe information gathered to .the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

education and cultural affuirs by.March 1,2011 and March l, 2012. 

12. It.also dlrect.sth~.State Tax Assessor to repmt on implementation of the program to the joint standing committee 
oftbe Legislature having jwisdiction over education and cultural affairs by March I, 2011 and March 1, 201.2. 

,,;-,_ -- --- -

13, ·.Jtdirectsthe. Stat~ Board of Education to repeal the rules adopted for the administration of the program. 

14. It amends th.e educational oppo1tunity .tax credit statutes to reflect the changes that were made to the program in - -- - - -

the edhcation:_statutes and enacts an income-inodificatiori to Maine _taxable income with respeCt to loan payment 
arno1Jn!s paid by.employers that are subject to_ federal income.taxes: 
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LD 1506 An Act To Authorize Maine Media College To Confer the Degree of 

Master of Fine Arts 

Sponsor(s) 

WELSH 

RECTOR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 9 granted approval of degree-granting authority until June 30, 20 I 0 to Maine 

Media College. This bill authorizes Maine Media College to grant the degree of Master of Fine Arts beyond June 

30, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law .2009, chapte~ 27 authorizes Maine Medi~ College to grant the degree ~fMasterofFine 
Arts beyond June 30, 2010. 

' .. -

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter-27 was enacted as an emergency measure.effective Jllne 30, 2010. 

LD 1521 An Act To Clarify the State's Initiative Involving the Federal Post-9/11 

Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CORNELL DU ROUX OTP-AM H-586 

This bill clarifies an ambiguity in the law that prevents Maine public colleges and universities from receiving less 

than the in-state tuition rate from veterans using benefits under the federal Post-9/11 Veterans Educational 
Assistance Act of2008. The bill provides that the amount of the tuition waiver received by an eligible veteran may 
not exceed an amount that lowers the tuition to less than the in-state tuition charged by the institution. The bill also 
provides that Maine public colleges and universities may apply other nonrepayable resources, including grants and 
scholarships for which the veteran may be eligible, toward the institution's tuition charges prior to waiving the 
tuition charges that remain. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-586) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P&S27 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC463 
EMERGENCY 

Public Law 2009, chapter 463 clarifies a~ ambig,;ity in the law that prevents M~ine public colleges and universities 

from receiving less thanth.~ in-state tuition rate from veterans ~sillg benefits under the federal Post·9111 v. eterans 
Educational Assistance Act of 2008: The law provides that the amount of the tuition waiver receiyed by ari eligible 

vet_era~ miiy not:- exCeed an. amount that' loWers the tu_ition- to, Jess than;:the in-state tuition charged by the ins,titution. 
The law~lso providesihat Maine public colleges.and universities may.apply other nonrepayable res~urces, 
·including grants and scholarships for which the veteran may be eligible, toward the institution's tuition charges prior 
tO waiVini the illitiOn:'Cllarge_s th:at rem¢fi. 

Public Law2009, chapter 463 WllS _enacted as an emergency measure effective February 8, 2010. 
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LD 1532 An Act To Align Education Laws with Certain Federal Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND OTP-AM S-373 

This bill provides that a student placed by the Department of Health and Human Services with an adult who is not 

the child's parent or legal guardian in accordance with the educational stability provisions of the federal Fostering 

Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of2008 is considered a resident of either the school 

administrative unit where the student resides during the place1nent or the school administrative unit where the 

student resided prior to the placement based on the best interest of the student. The Department of Health and 

Human Services shall determine which of the two units is appropriate and notify the unit in writing of its 

dete1mination. 

The bill further provides that all students with disabilities must have access to accessible instructional materials and 

may receive instruction in Braille. Accessible instluctional mate1ials and provisions for the accessibility of online 

learning programs for individuals with disabilities must be in alignment with the accessible instructional 1naterials 

provisions of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of2004 and in aligmuent with the 

universal design provisions of the 1998 amendments to the federal Higher Education Act of 1965 contained in the 

federal Higher Education Act Amendments of 1998. 

The bill also changes the requirement that all special education programs receive a visit from the Department of 

Education at least once every five years to as often as necessary to comply with federal requirements. It does not 

prohibit a request from a school administrative unit for the commissioner to review a special education program for 

the purpose of review and assistance whenever necessary. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-373) 

This amendment provides that the Depaitment of Health and Human Services shall consult with the Department of 

Education, the school administrative unit where the student resides and the school administrative unit where the 

student is placed with an adult that is not the child's parent or legal guardian when the department is detenmining the 

appropriate school administrative unit for providing public education for the student. The amendment also provides 

that, after this determination is made, the school administrative unit that provides public education for a student shall 

count the student as part of its annual student count for subsidy purposes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~bli~Law 2()09, cha],i~r sos eillictshl.~""ures to alig11. certain:Siate education iaws Wiilife<leral laws. The law 

accomplishes theJollowing. 

L .. ~t provides'.th~t a sllldentplaC<)d b~ the Department of Health and H11nianServices with an adult who is not the 
child's parent or legal guardian in accordancewith the educational stability,provisions of the federal Fostering 

Connec_tions to Success andlncreiiSin~ Adoptions Act of 200 8 is considered a resident of either the school 

~dnrinistratiye.unit wherethe student resides during the pla(;ement or the scho?l administrative unit where the 

student resided. prior to the placeme~t based on the bestinterest of the student, The Department of Health and 

Hum.an S~rvices, in consultation. with the_Department of Education, the schoohdministrative unit where the student 

resides and the. school administrative 11nit \¥here the studentis placed, shall determine which of the two school units 

is appropriate .and notify tlle school unit in writing ofits detennination .. After this dei~rmination is made, the .sch.ool 

adminis1I"ative. u.~tt~at pr?yid_es public education.for a student shall couutthe student as part of its annual student 

count forsubsidy"purposes. 
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2. It provides that all students with disabilities musthave access to accessible instructional materials and may 
receive instruction in Braille. A6Cessible instructional materials and Provisions for th_e accessibility of ohline 
learning programs for individuals with disabilitiesmust be in alignment witli the accessible instructional.materials 
provisions of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 and in alignment with the 
universal design provisions of the 1998 ru:nendments to the federal.Higher Education Act of1965 contained in the 
federal Higher Education .Act Amendments of 1998 . 

. 3. Itchanges the requirement that all special educatfon program~receive a visit:from.the DepartrnentofEducation at 
least once eve1'y five yearsto as often as necessary to comply with federal requirements. It does not prohibit a 
request from a school a_dminisfuitive unit for the coffi:n:iissionei_to revieW a speci~ education prog:run for the 
pu_rp()_Se _oK reVie\y ~nd assistance __ 'Yhene~~r nec~~s_ary. 

LD 1563 Resolve, To Develop Model Academic Year Calendars 

Sponsor(s) 

SUTHERLAND 
AL FOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

RESOLVE154 

Amendments Adopted 

H-601 

H-636 SUTHERLAND 

This resolve directs the C_ommissioner of Education to establish a study group consisting of kindergarten-to-grade 12 
school officials, primarily superintendents and career and technical education directors, to prepare a draft model 
academic year calendar by December 1, 2010. It also authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over education 1natters to submit legislation to itnplement the findings of the study group to the 
First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-601) 

This amendment is the majority repoit of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The 

amendment changes the reporting date of the working group and requires that it develop draft model academic year 
calendars that account for regional differences within the State, rather than one statewide model, and authorizes the 
working group to seek input from other stakeholders as it determines appropriate. The amendment also clarifies that 
this is a working group, rather than a study group. 

House Amendment "A" (H-636) 

This amendment authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education 
matters to submit a bill, rather than legislation, to the First Regular Session of the I 25th Legislature to implement 
the findings of the working group on model academic year calendars. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 154 directs the Comtcissioner ofEdu~ation to establish a working group consisting of 
kindergarten-to-grade 12:school officials, primaril)'.superintendents and career and technicaleducation directors, to 
prepare draft model academicyear calendars that account for regional differences within the. State by February 11, 
2011. Rprovides thattheworking group may seek input from other stakeholders as it. dete~~ines appropriate and 
that the working group shall presentrecommendations to the Commissioner of Education on how to present the 
model academic year c~kn~arsfor statewide review, It also autl1qrizes the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature havingjmisdiction over educ.ation matters tosubmit a oil! to implement the findings of the working 
group to the First RegularSession of the 125th Legislature. 
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LD 1564 An Act To Update the Laws Concerning the Maine School of Science 

and Mathematics 

Sponsor(s) 

SUTHERLAND 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP MTN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-605 

This bill updates the laws conceming the Maine School of Science and Mathematics. It provides that students may 
use scholarship funds in place of payment for all or part of the cost ofroom and board and any other fees or 
expenses incurred as a result of their enrollment at the school. It allows postgraduate high school students to attend 
at full cost. It clarifies that private scholarship funds may not be used to offset state funds and creates a general 

purpose educational enhancement fund with the same provision. This bill makes necessary changes to reflect the 
newly created regional school unit. It provides that one of the three teacher me1nbers of the board of trustees is a 
full-time teacher and clarifies that both full-time and part-time faculty members may participate in the election of a 
faculty representative to the board of trustees. It also provides that the student member of the board of trustees is a 

nonvoting member. It strengthens the quorum requirement from members in attendance to one-third of all voting 
members. Finally, it removes references to high school sophomores, juniors and seniors in the laws governing 

admission to the school and provides that admittance of high school students must be based on criteria established 
by the board of trustees. 

Committee Amendment 11 A11 (H-605) 

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Commirtee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The 
amendment strikes the proposal in the bill that designates the student member of the Board of Trustees of the Maine 
School of Science and Mathematics as a nonvoting member. The ainendment clarifies that the student member is a 

voting 1nember, except that the student member may not participate as a board member in executive sessions and 
1nay not vote in a public proceeding on any matter that was discussed or considered during an executive session. 
The amendment also amends the programs and operations provisions of the laws governing the Maine School of 
Science and Mathe1natics to include the admission of students pursuing a postgraduate high school year of education 

as part of the school ad1nissions program. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009, ~hapter 486 updates the.laws concerning the Maine School of Science anclMathematics. The law 
accomplishes the following. 

t It provides that studentsmay use scholarship funds in place of payment for .all or part of the cost of room _and 

board and any.other fees.•or expe~se.s inc.urred as a result of their enrollment at the school. It.clarifies that private 
scholarship funds 1nay not be used to. offset state funds mid creates a general purpose. educational enhancement.fund 
witµ the .Srune:·prOvision; _ 

.·.,.- > ·, 

2 .. jt all.Clws postgraduateh\gh school students to attend ~t full cost and. run ends the programs and °,perations 
provisisns ~fthelawsgoveming the Malne School of Spience and M!lthematics to include the admission of students 
pmsning a postgraduate.high school year of education as part of the school admissions progran~. 

3. Jfpr9vides that one of the three teacher members of the hoard of trustees is .a full-time tea~]ier and.clarifies-that 
both full:time and part'time faculty members may participate in the election of a f0culty representative to the board· 

of trustees. · · 

4-. It clru·ifi~s thattlte studen(meI11bil' of the board of trustee; is a voting member, except that the stUdent member 

1nay-~9t pariiciPare as~a-:boai:d_member in executive se~S1ons and maY-not vote in a public proceea~llg.On any inatter 
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that was discussed or considered during an executiVe session. 

5 .. It strengthens the quorum requirement for the board of trustees ftom members in attendance to one-third of all". 
voting members._ 

6. Itremoves ___ reff:-rences_-to h_igh schoOl soph~ffiOre_s,julliors mi(tSeruors -_10 the lciw_s governing_ admiS~iOn to:~he __ _ 
school and provides that admittance of high school students must be based on criteria established by the board of 
trustees. 

7. Finally; it makes necessary changes to reflect the newly created regional school unit. 

LD 1613 An Act To Modernize the Laws Governing the State's Cultural Agencies 

Sponsor(s) 

PERCY 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides for further implementation of recommendations contained in the State Controller's audit of the 
Maine State Libra1y, the Maine Arts Commission, the Maine State Museum Commission and the Maine Historic 
Preservation Commission to provide greater accountability and transparency in the conduct of the work of those 
agencies. The bill directs the cultural agencies to recommend legislation to modernize the laws related to those 
agencies. The bill directs the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and 
cultural affairs to work with the agencies, the Department of Education and the Department of Administrative and 
Financial Services to determine whether to establish a new position of deputy commissioner for cultural affairs 
within the Department of Education and place the cultural agencies under the jurisdiction of that department. The 
bill also makes changes to the appointment process for certain members overseeing the agencies, specifies the terms 
for members of and permissible reappointments for certain commissions and strengthens public access to records of 
the commissions. 

LD 1654 An Act To Improve the Availability, Efficiency and Cost of Services for 

Infants, Young Children and Their Families 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

AL FOND LTW 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. The biJI proposes to restructure the services available to 
infants and young children with developmental disabilities, including autism, and developmental delays. The 
restructured services would include supports for the families of these infants and young children. The bill would 
aim to improve informed choices for families and improve the coordination of services among numerous community 
agencies and state departments. The bill would provide a new, streamlined structure to improve identification of 
need and ease of accessing services and improve outcomes for infants and young children and their families and 
efficiency in the use of state funds. 
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LD 1658 An Act To Increase Maine's High School Graduation Rates 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

AL FOND OTP-AM S-429 

This bill establishes the state goal of achieving an average statewide secondary school graduation rate of 90% by the 
end of the 2015-2016 school year. The State Board of Education is required to provisionally adopt major 

substantive rules specifying the methodology to be used to calculate secondary school graduation rates through 2016 
and to submit those rules for legislative review by January 14, 2011. The bill also requires the Commissioner of 
Education and the State Board of Education to establish a stakeholder group to develop recommendations relating to 
increasing secondary school graduation rates in the State and to report its findings to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters by January 10, 2011. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~429) 

The amendment requires the Department of Education rather than the State Board of Education to develop the 
method used to calculate publicly supported secondary school graduation rates. It also requires the department to 
provide technical assistance to schools that have not attained an 80% graduation rate by the end of the 2012-2013 

school year. It requires these schools to develop and ·submit to the department a con·ective action plan. The 
amendment expands the membership of the stakeholder group to be established by the Commissioner of Education 
and explicitly directs the group to review plans developed by the commissionees advisory co1nmittee on truancy, 

dropouts and alternative education and other groups. 

The amendment changes the date for the working group to report its findings from January 10, 2011 to November 1, 
20 I 0 and provides that the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs of the !24th Legislature 

may receive and discuss the report at an authorized interim meeting of the committee. The amendment allows the 
committee to make recommendations to the Commissioner of Education and to the joint standing committee of the 
125th Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters. 

Enacted Law Summary 

public Law 2p09, chapter 626 establishes the state goal ofachievlng an average statewide secondary school 
gradllaticm rate of90% by;thee~dofthe 2015.-2016 school year. The law requires the Depaitment ofEducation to 

provisii>nally adopt ":'ajor ~ubstantive rules specifying)hemethodology to b". u~ed to calculate s~condary school 
graduatioll rat7s through~016.andt? sulJmit those1ules for}egislatiyereview by January 14, 2011'. Tlie law also 
requires the department to provide technical assistance to scbo~ls thathave not attained an 80% graduation rate by 
the. end ofthe 2012,2013 school year and requires .these schools to develop and submit to the department a 
correctiV_e -'.actioll-P 1~1i' ___ -_ 

The law reg~.ires the Co~11lissioner of Education to establish a.stakeholder group to develop recomme11dations 

relating to in~reasingsecondaryscho~l graduation rat~s inthe State and to rep01t its findings to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Education.imd Cultural Affairs ofthe.124th Legislature by November 1, 2010. The law allows the 
pomniiite~_-_io reCeiv_e and_ discuSS:-_thf: report· at an authoriZed interim meetirig,-of the con:llnittee- and- also pe11llit_s-the
·commit1:ee -to' ~ake r_eco_~~ndatio_n_s"to the _ColllillisSioJ,1er of Educa~ion and_ to the j_Oint_ staridirig _Cotlllnittee of the 
!25th Legislature haviµgjurisdiqtion over educationm.atters. . 
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LD 1686 Resolve, To Clarify the Reporting of Debt Service Costs and the 

Allowance of Minor Capital School Improvement Projects Costs under 

Essential Programs and Services 

RESOLVE182 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

ROTUNDO 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-660 

S-437 ALFOND 

This bill allows the cost of minor capital school improvement projects, including, but not limited to, the replacement 
of windows, a boiler or a roof, to be permitted costs under the essential programs and services funding formula. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-660) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve that directs the Commissioner of Education to convene a 
stakeholder group to review current state law related to recognizing, funding and approving non-state-funded debt 
service costs incurred for minor capital school improvement projects. The Commissioner of Education shall present 
the findings and recommendations of the stakeholder group by January 15, 2011 to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters. Following receipt of the report, the committee may 
submit a bill relating to the matters addressed in the report to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-437) 

This amendment re1noves authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
education matters to submit a bill to the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Reso]ye '.1009, cha~terJ 82direcU; the ConimissionerofEducati.on to conyene a stakt)holder g;;,uptoreview current 
st~telaw related t9 recognizing, fonding and ~pproving 1l()n-state,funded debt service costs incutTed for minor 

capitalschool _i{"PID\'"l1lent Pf()iects. The Com1nissione~ of]'lducation shall presentthe findings and .. 
recom111endatfonsofthes\akeholder group by January 15,2011 to thejointstanding c0mmittee of the Legislat.ure 
having juriS_d_ictjOri_-:o:Ver ed_ii~atiOfl<IDatters. 

"t- -

Resolve 2009,.cli_apter 182was finally passed as an emerge!'EY measure effecti"e ]l.1arch 30, 2010. 

LD 1704 An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Authority over and Oversight of 

Certified Nursing Assistant Educational Programs 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

AL FOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-736 

H-781 SUTIIBRLAND 

This bill transfers the responsil;>ility for approving the curriculum for and certificates granted to activities 

coordinators in long-term care facilities from the Department of Education to the Department of Health and Human 
Services. The bill transfers the responsibility and authority for the approval and monitoring of nursing assistant 
training curricula, faculty and certification programs and the Maine Registry of Certified Nursing Assistants fro1n 
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the Department of Education to the Department of Health and Human Services. The bill also transfers the authority 

to assess fees for certification of nursing assistants, for the co1npetency testing of nursing assistants and for 

validation of test results to determine eligibility for certification and charge fees for certificates issued and 

duplicated for out-of-state vocational reciprocity, renewal of certificates and replacement of certificates from the 

Co1nmissioner of Education to the Commissioner of Health and Human Services. Finally, the bill increases the fees 

charged for competency testing and the letter of verification of completion of a certified nursing assistant program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-736) 

This amendment decreases the fees for competency testing ofnursing assistants from $55 in the bill to $45. The 

amendment also eliminates one Office Assistant II position from the Department of Education and transfers the 

position to the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Licensing and Regulatory Services. It 

establishes one Social Services Program Specialist II position in the Division of Licensing and Regulatory Services 

Special Revenue account in the Departtnent of Health and Human Services to align the functions of the certified 

nursing assistant educational programs within one depruiment. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-781) 

This amendtnent clarifies that the position established in the Division of Licensing and Regulatory Services Special 

Revenue account in the Department of Health and Human Services is funded 75% with General Fund money and 

25% with Other Special Revenue Funds from federal funding. It also strikes and replaces the appropriations and 

allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

f>ublic Law 2009,· chapter 6.28 transfers the responsibility for approvmg the curriculum for and certificates granted to 

activities co.ordinators in long-teim care facilities from 1he Department of Education to the Department ofHealth 

and Human Services. The Jaw transfers the responsibility .and authority for the ~pproval and monitoring of mlrsing 

!'Ssistant training curricula, faculty and certification programs an.d the Maine Registry of Certified Nursing 

AssistantS from the Depat'lment ofEducation to the Department of Health and HumanServices. The Jaw also 

transfers.the auth9rity to assess.fees. for ~ettification·of nursing assistants, for~~ .Ccnnpeten~y test.in~ .of nursing 

assistants. and for validation oftest results to detennine eligibility for certification and charge. fees. for certificates 

issued and duplicated for out,of-statevocational reciprocity, renewal ofce1tificates and replacement of certificates 

front ihe C~rnmiss.ioner of E·d~catio11 .. ~othe C()mmi.sSioner of.H~filth anr.fIIlirnafl'·-'service~_;,- ,.Th~Jaw ~1sq increas~.s 
the fees charged for competency testing and the !etterof verification ~fcoinpletion of a certified nursing assistant · 

program. 

LD 1705 An Act To Align the Duties of School Boards Concerning Student Safety 

with the Requirements of the Federal Gun-Free Schools Act and To 

Prohibit the Discharge of Firearms within 500 Feet of Public and 

Private School Properties 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTINJL OTP-AM H-769 

H-805 SUTHERLAND 

This bill requires school boards to adopt policies consistent with federal legislation on gun-free schools. This bill 

also clarifies that the prohibition of the discharge of fireanns within 500 feet of school property applies to both 

public school property and private school property. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-769) 

JOO 
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This amendment clarifies the provision in current law that permits a school board to offer instructional activities 
related to firearms or allow firearms to be brought on school property for instructional purposes by requiring that the 
school board has adopted appropriate safeguards to ensure student safety. 

The amendment makes the following changes to the school safety provisions in cu1Tent law that prohibit the 
possession of firearms on school property and the discharge of firearms within 500 feet of school property. 

1. It clarifies that the prohibitions on the possession of a fireatm and on the discharge of a firearm apply to both 
public school property and to the school property of approved private schools under the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 20-A, chapter 117. 

2. It provides an exception to the prohibition on possessing fireanns on school property for a person who possesses 
an unloaded firearm that is stored inside a locked vehicle in a closed container, a zipped case or a locked fireanns 
rack while the person is attending a hunter's breakfast or similar event that is held during a legal open firearm season 
and when the event is held outside of regular school hours and is authorized by the school board. 

3. It eliminates the inclusion of school property of a community college from the prohibitions because the 
provisions of Title 20-A, section 10009 provide the Maine Community College System with the power to regulate 
the possession of firearms on community college property. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-805) 

This amendment incorporates the substance of House Amendment 11A11 to Committee Amendment 11A11 except that it 
clarifies that a school-operated gun range and a school-sanctioned program must be authorized by a written policy 
adopted by the school's governing body. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public.Law 2009, chapter 614 ~igns the duties of school boards concerning student safetywith recent changes iri the 
federal Gun-free School. Zones Act ofl994. The law accomplishes the following, 

l.. It clarifies that .the prohibitions in.the federal Gun-free Schoo.I Zones. Act. of 1994 pe1tain to possessing a firearm · 
atschoolas weUas bringing afirearm to school. 

. . - - . .. 

~. It clarifies the provision i1l current Jaw that permits a schoolboard to offer instructional activities related .to 
fir~arms or allow firearms t~ be brought on school property for instructional purposes by requiring that !he .school 
board has adopted appropriate safeguards to ensure student safety. 

3. It makes the following changes to the school safety proyisi<ms in cUJrentlawthatprohibit the possession of 
firearms ()n school property and the disclJarge of firearms within 500 feetof school property. . 

A. It clarifies that the prohibitions on the P?~ses~ion of a firearm. and on the discharge of a fir~arm apply tri both 
publi9school property and to the school property of approved private schools underthe l\l[aine Revised Statutes, 
Title 20-A, chapter 1l 7c 

B. Itprovides auexc~ption.totlie pr?hibition on possessing firerums rin school property for a person who 

possesses an unloaded firearm that js stored inside a locked.vehicle in a closed <:0ntainer, a zipped case or a locked 
firearms rack while the ~ersonis attending a hunter's breakfast or simHar event that is held dming a legal .open . 
firearm ;season and.when th.e. event is held outside ofregular school hours and is authmized by the school board. 

C. It eliminates theinclusicmofschoolproperty of a conimunify college from theprohibiticms becaus~ the 
provisions of Title 20-A, section 10009 provide the Maine Community College System with the power to regulate 
the possession o(firearms on community college property. 
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4: It ~l,;;:if;~s th~t a sc)lool-operated gun r~;ge and a school-s~nctioned prog;.am mu~t be authorized by a written 

policy adopted by the school's governing body. 

LD 1729 An Act To Form a Western Maine Regional School Unit 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SAVIELLO ONTP 

This bill allows School Administrative District 58, Coplin Plantation, Highland Plantation and those 

unorganized territories with students who attend School Administrative District 58 to form a regional school 

unit. It authorizes the Commissioner of Education to approve the formation of such a regional school unit. 

LD 1732 An Act To Allow a Municipality To Withdraw from a Regional School 

Unit 

Sponsor(s) 

MILLER 
ROSENR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill enacts into law provisions regarding the reorganization of regional school units. The new provisions are 
similar to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, former sections 1405 and 1406 and allow the withdrawal from a 
regional school unit of a municipality and the transfer of a municipality out of one regional school unit and into 

another. A municipality that wishes to withdraw from a regional school unit must have been a member of that 
regional school unit for at least three years and must become a member of a regional school unit within two years of 
withdrawal or be subject to the penalties that apply to nonconforming school administrative units. The bill also 
includes provisions that fo1merly applied in this area of law authorizing the State Board of Education to review 
decisions of the Commissioner of Education. 

While this bill was not enacted, Public Law 2009, chapter 580 includes similar provisions that allow the withdrawal 

from a regional school unit of a municipality and the transfer of a municipality out of one regional school unit and 
into another. 

LD 1733 An Act To Exempt from Penalties School Administrative Units That 

Would Lose Subsidy as a Result of Reorganization 

Sponsor(s) 

O'BRIEN 

RECTOR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that penalties for a school ad1ninistrative unit that does not conform to reorganization 

requirements do not apply if the school administrative unit would lose state subsidy as a result of its reorganization 
or if the reorganization failed because a participating school administrative unit would lose state subsidy. 
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An Act To Reqnire the Department of Education To Calculate Subsidy 

on the Basis of Membership in a Regional School Unit or an Alternative 

Organizational Structure and as ifthe School Administrative Unit Had 

Not Reorganized as of 2009 

Sponsor(s) 

O'BRIEN 

RECTOR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of Education to calculate the subsidy a school administrative unit would receive as 

part of a regional school unit or an alternative organizational structure and as if the school administrative unit had 
not reorganized pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 103-A. The department shall pay the 
larger subsidy amount to the regional school unit or alternative organizational structure of which that school 
administrative unit is a member. 

ONTP 

LD 1735 An Act To Waive Certain Penalties Imposed against School 

Administrative Units if the State Has Not Fulfilled Its Goal of Paying 

55% of Costs 

DIEDON 

ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

ROTUNDO 
CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-691 

This bill provides that ifthe State is able to fund only a percentage of its 55% share of the cost of the components of 
essential programs and services, local school administrative units that raise at least that same percentage of their 
required local contribution may not be penalized by further reductions in state subsidy. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-691) 

This amendment provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2011-12, if the State is able to fund only a percentage of its 
55% share of the cost of the components of essential programs and services, then local school administrative units 

that raise at least that same percentage of their required local contribution may not be penalized by further reductions 
in state subsidy. The amendment adds that this provision is repealed on June 30, 2014. 

The amendment also extends a waiver from the requirement that school ad1ninistrative units must raise the additional 
mill rate expectation or face a reduction in the state contribution that was enacted in Public Law 2009, chapter 213, 
Part C, section 19 to include fiscal year 2010-11. 

While the provisions of this amendment were not enacted, Part E, Sec. E-25 of Public Law 2009, chapter 571, the 
supplemental budget bill, includes similar provisions (see LD 1671). 
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An Act To Remove the Requirement That the Annual Budget of a 

Regional School Unit Must Be Approved at a Budget Validation 

Referendum 

Sponsor(s) 

MCFADDEN 
SHERMAN 

Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill removes the requirement that a referendum must be held in a regional school unit to allow the voters to 
validate or reject the total budget adopted at the regional school unit budget meeting. 

ONTP 

LD 1741 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 101: 

Maine Unified Special Education Regulation, a Major Substantive Rule 

of the Department of Education 

RESOLVE200 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-795 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 101: Maine Unified Special Education 

Regulation, a major substantive rule of the Department of Education. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-795) 

Part A of this amendment provides that final adoption of portions of Chapter I 01: Maine Unified Special Education 

Regulation, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Department of Education, is authorized contingent 
upon the department's making specified changes to the proposed rules. 

The amendment provides that three provisions of the rule must expire on June 30, 2011 and the portions of the rule 

that were in effect on June 15, 2009 that pertain to these provisions must be reinstated on July 1, 2011. 

Part B of the amendment requires the Commissioner of Education to convene a stakeholder group to examine the 
federal and state rules and laws that pertain to the portions of the rule that expire June 30, 2011. The stakeholder 
group shall develop findings and recommendations regarding any changes to the rule, and the Commissioner of 
Education is authorized to submit major substantive rules that pertain to these provisions for legislative review in the 

First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Part C of the amendment directs the Department of Education to conduct a review of the Medicaid rate schedule for 

qualified licensed contractors and report findings and recommendations no later than Janua1y 14, 2011 to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolv~ 200?, chapter 200 provides that final adop~ion ()f portion~ of Chapter 101: Maine Unified Special 
EducationReg:ilation, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule oftheDepartmenl of Education, is authorized 

~ontingentup()n the department's making specified changes to the proposed rules. 

The resolve provides that three provisions of the rule must expire on June 30, 2011 ·and the .p01tions of the rulethat 
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were in effect on June 15, 2009 that pertain to these provisions must be reinstated on July 1, 2011. 

The resolve also requires the Commissioner of Education to convene a stakeholder group to examine the federal and 
s!ate rules and laws .that pertain to the portions of the rule that expire June 30, 2011. The stakeholder group shall 
develop findings and recommendations regarding any changes to the rule, and the Commissioner .of Education is 
a~thofized_to subn\it majOr_substantiye- rUles that-pertain_to these provisions-for Iegi~latiVe review in--theFjrst 

Regular Session ofthe 125th Legislature. 

Finally, th~ resolve directs the Department ofEducati~n to cond~ct li reviewofthe Medicaid rate schedule for 
qualified licensed contractors and report findings and [•commendations no later than January 14, 2011 to the joint 
standing co1nniittee Of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters_. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 200was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 2, 2010. 

LD 1747 An Act To Allow the Town of Wells and the Town of Ogunquit To 

Amend the Terms of Their Cost-sharing Agreement for Their 

Community School District and To Provide Each Town the Ability To 

Withdraw from the Wells-Ogunquit Community School District 

Sponsor(s) 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

DIED BETWEEN 

HOUSES 

This bill amends the terms of the cost-sharing agreement for the Wells-Ogunquit Community School District and 

allows each town the right to withdraw from the community school district after 2014. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-422) 

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The 

amendment replaces the bill to allow either Wells or Ogunquit to withdraw from the Wells-Ogunquit Community 
School District using a process similar to the process established in statute for a municipality to withdraw from a 
regional school unit. The amendment also directs the Commissioner of Education to adapt that process to the unique 

circumstances of these two towns. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-815) 

This amendment provides that if one of the towns is willing to bear the costs, the Town of Wells and the Town of 
Ogunquit shall enter into mediation of any disputes related to the sharing of costs for the Wells-Ogunquit 
Community School District. If mediation is not successful after one year, the towns may jointly agree to an 

extension or, if one of the towns is willing to be~r the costs, the towns shall enter binding arbitration under the 
Maine Unifotm Arbitration Act. 

LD 1750 An Act To Require the State To Pay the Costs of School Administration 

Consolidation 

Sponsor(s) 

CONNOR 
HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 
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This bill requires the State to pay the costs of consolidation by July 1, 2012 for any town or community that has 
complied with the laws governing the reorganization of school administrative units by June 2, 2009. 

LD 1751 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of the Repeal of Chapter 182: 

Formula for Distribution of Fuuds to Child Development Services 

Regional Sites, a Major Substantive Rule That Has Been Provisionally 

Repealed by the Department of Education 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve provides for legislative review of the final repeal of Chapter 182: Formula for Distribution of Funds to 
Child Development Services Regional Sites, a major substantive rule of the Department of Education that has been 

provisionally repealed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapterl57 provides thatthe repeal of Chapter 182: F01mula. for Distribution of Funds to Child 
Development Services Regional Sites, a major substantive rule oftheDepariment of Education, is authorized. 

Resolve W09, chapter 157 was finally passed as an emergencymeasure effective March 8, 2010.. 

LD 1752 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of the Repeal of Chapter 181: 

Child Development Services System: Regional Provider Advisory 

Boards, a Major Substantive Rule That Has Been Provisionally 

Repealed by the Department of Education 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

RESOLVE 157 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE 158 
EMERGENCY 

This resolve provides for legislative review of the final repeal of Chapter 181: Child Development Services System: 
Regional Provider Advisory Boards, a major substantive rule of the Department of Education that has been 

provisionally repealed. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009,-~h~pt~;.158 provides that the repeal of Chapter 181: Chlld Development Ser,;k~s.System~ RegiC,i:i~( 
Provider Advis01y Boards, a major substantiye .rule of the Dep!Uiment ofEducatio.'\, is authorized; 

Resolve 2009, chapter 158 wasfinally passed as an emergencymeastire effective March 8,'2010. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 

An Act To Create Fair Education Funding for Regional School Units 

Sponsor(s) 

WEBSTER 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that the State calculate, based on the original date that school units were required to comply with 

the school consolidation laws, the reduction in state funding that would have applied to nonconforming school units 

if penalties had been assessed and requires the State to distribute that ainount of funds to those regional school units 

that successfully completed the process of reorganization in order to comply with the school consolidation laws. 

ONTP 

LD 1764 Resolve, To Support the Development of Maine's Economic Future by 

Promoting Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Education 

RESOLVE 151 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

S-359 ALFOND 

This legislation is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs pursuant to the 

authority granted under Resolve 2009, Chapter 98, nResolve, To Understand and Assist Efforts to Promote Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math Education." 

The resolve directs the Department of Education, in consultation with the University of Maine System and the 

Maine Community College System, to conduct a study and develop a strategic plan for science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics learning in preparation for the State application for federal funding under the Race to 

the Top competitive grant established under the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009. 

The resolve also directs the Department of Education to review existing State learning standards for kindergarten to 

grade 12 public education to determine if students have the opportunity to develop the skills and gain the knowledge 

that will be incorporated as part ofa national assessment of technological literacy beginning in 2012. The 

Department of Education shall submit a report by February 1, 2011 to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters on the status of the State plan for science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics learning and on the review of State learning standards and opportunities for learning 

related to technological literacy. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education 

matters may submit legislation based on the findings and recommendations of the report submitted by the 

Department of Education to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-359) 

The bill authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters to 

submit legislation to the Legislature. This amendment instead specifies that the committee may submit a bill to the 

Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 151 directs the DepartmentofEducation, in consultation with the University ofMaine System 

and the Maine Community College System, to co~duct a study and develop a strategic plan for science, techilology, 

engineering and mathematics learning in preparation for the State application for federal funding under the Race to 
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the Top competitive gr,;nt e~t~blished ~~<1.;;. the fed~;.,.]A;;,-erican Recovery and Rein~~slr;,~~t Act of 2009. 

The resolve _also· directs the Departinent of Education to review existing State learning standard_s for kindergarten fo 
grade 12public ~ducation to determine if.students have the opportunity to develop the skills and gain the knowledge 
that will beincorporated as part of a national assessment .of technological literacy beginning in 2012 ... The 
Department of Education shall submit a report by February l; 2011 to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature _having jurisdiction over education matters on the _status of the State pl_an_ for science, technology, 
engineering and mathem.atics learning a.nd on the review of State learning standards and opportunities for learning 
related to technological literacy, The joint standing commi.ttee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education 

matters may submit a bill based on the findings and recommendations ofthe report submitted by the Departmentof 
Education to the F.irst Regular Sessionofthe !25th Legislature .. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 151 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective February 23, 2010, 

LD 1771 An Act To Include All Children in the Conditions of Education Report 

Sponsor(s) 

EVES 
MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bi11 requires the Education Research Institute to include in the information that it collects and analyzes 

information on early care and public preschool programs. The bill also adds as a member of the steering co1n1nittee 
a person from the Maine Children1s Growth Council. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 540 

LD 1782 An Act To Exempt the Town of Hermon from the School Administrative 
Unit Consolidation Law 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill exempts the Town of Hermon from minimum student enrollments established in statute for regional 

school units. The Commissioner of Education is required to treat the town in a manner similar to the treatment 

of coastal islands. 
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LD 1784 Resolve, Directing the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local 

Government To Study the Rule-making Process under the Maine 

Administrative Procedure Act 

Sponsor(s) 

CONNOR 

AL FOND 

Committee Rep01t 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-522 BARTLETT 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. The bill proposes to examine the rule-making authority 

of the Commissioner of Education as it relates to rules that have been submitted to the Legislature by the 

commissioner, considered by the Legislature and rejected by the Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-777) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill with a resolve. It establishes the 

Commission To Study the Rule-making Process under the Maine Administrative Procedure Act to examine issues 

relating to emergency rules and major substantive rules, including the adequacy of information, legislative oversight 

and notice, the implications for state agencies of the statutory deadline for submitting major substantive rules to the 

Legislature and the relationship between legislative intention and the rule as drafted by a department. The 

amendment authorizes the commission to make findings and recomn1endations and to submit suggested legislation. 

The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and local government matters is 

authorized to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-808) 

This amendment removes language specifying the joint standing committees from which members of the 

Com1nission to Study the Rule-making Process under the Maine Administrative Procedure Act must be appointed 

and removes authority of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and local 

government matters to submit a bill to the !25th Legislature. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-818) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and the emergency clause. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-522) 

This amendment changes the concept draft to a resolve. This amendment authorizes the Joint Standing Committee 

on State and Local Government to meet up to three times during the 2010 interim for the puq)ose of studying the 

rule-making process under the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. The committee is required to submit a report 

and recommended legislation by November 3, 2010 to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

RESOLVE207 

_,.,, --------- -·-- - . 

Resolve 2009, chapter 207 authorizes the Joint Sranding Committee ?n State and :Local (lovernment to_ meet up to · 

three times dunng the 2010 interim for the purpose.of studying the rule, making process under the Maine 

Administrative Procedure A~l _In conducting thes1:tldy, the committe~shall exa)Iline issue_srelating to emergency 

rules and major substantive_ rules,_inc1udingthe _ade_quacy·of irtfo1mation, Je_gislative oversight and_.notic~~ the 

implications for state agencies of the_ statutory d~adline for submitting major subsrantive rules to the Legislature and 

the relationship between legislative intention and the rule asdrafted by a department. _The committee is required to 

submit _a report and recolllillended legislation by November 3, 2010 to the First Regular Session of the !25th 

Legislature. 
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LD 1799 An Act To Encourage the Use of Models in the Collection and Use of 

Student Achievement Data 

Sponsor(s) 

AL FOND 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-813 SUTHERLAND 

S-483 

S-515 ALFOND 

This bill eliminates the prohibition on the use of student assessment data in the establishment of models for 

evaluation of the professional perfo1mance of teachers. It also extends the models for evaluation developed by the 
Department of Education to principals and requires that the models include multiple measures. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~483) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, adds a provision to require the Commissioner of 
Education to convene a stakeholder group to review the models developed pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 20-A, section 13802 for the evaluation of the professional performance of teachers and principals who are 
employed by a school administrative unit within the State. The stakeholder group shall review the models prior to 
the final adoption of the models. 

House Amendment "A" (H-813) 

This amendment re1noves the emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A11 (S-515) 

This amendment provides that each school administrative unit in the State may select and incorporate one or more of 

the models developed by the Department of Education for the evaluation of the professional performance of a 
teacher or principal employed by that school admi~istrative unit. It also provides that if a school administrative unit 

wants to include student assessments as part of teacher evaluations, that school administrative unit must use one of 
the models developed by the Department of Education. It requires the stakeholder group convened by the 
Commissioner of Education to review the models to approve models no later than July 1, 2011. It provides that the 
Department of Education may not finally adopt a model that is not approved by the stakeholder group. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 646 eliminates the prohibitio~ on the, use of student assessment data in the establishment 
of models for evaluation oftb¢ professional performance of teachers. Italso exte.nds the models for evaluation 
developed by the Department of Education to ,principals and requires that the models include multiple measu.res. 

The law rbquil'es the c6mmissioner ~f Education to .collvenea stakeholder group .to review am! approve the models 

developed for the evaluation of the profession"1 performance of teachers and principals no later than July I, 2011. 
The law provides that the Department of Education may not finally adopt a model that is not approved by the 

stakehold~r group. 

The la\\' also. provides that ~ach school adntinistratiye unit in th<: State.may select and incorporat~ one or more of the 

1nodels develope4 by the Department of Education for the evaluatio0 of the professio~al performance of a teacher or 
principal employed by thatsch.ool administrative unit. Tt also provides that if a school administrative unit wants to 
h1c;lude stud~11t_ ~Sessrrienis as _part Of teilCher evaluatipns~ that schoOl administrative unit in:ust use one of the 
models developed by the DepartmentofEdupation, .. 
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LD 1800 An Act To Adopt the Common Core State Standards Initiative 

Sponsor(s) 

ALFOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-423 

This bill allows the Department of Education to include the so-called 11Common Core State Standards Initiative 11 

standards for kindergarten to grade 12 in the State's system of learning results and assessment and grants the 

Co1nrnissioner of Education the authority to adopt emergency rules in order to implement the standards. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-423) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 647 allows theDepa1tment of.Education to include the so-calfod "Common Core State 
St~ndards Initiative" standards forkinderg~rten to grade 12 in the State's system oflearning results ~d assessment 

~~dgr~nts the CommissionerpfEducation the authority to adopt emergency rules in.ord.erto implementthe 
standards: 
' •' ' 

Public Law 2009, chapter 647 was enacted as an emergency measure effective Ap~il 12, 2010. 

LD 1801 An Act To Promote the Establishment oflnnovative Schools 

Sponsor(s) 

AL FOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-800 SCHATZ 

S-455 

This bill alJows a school administrative unit to establish innovative schools with flexibility in instruction design, 

staff selection, the school calendar, methods for assessing professional development and a system for assessing 

student achievement. The bill requires that all applicable state statutory and regulatory requirements be met by 
school administrative units that establish innovative schools. This bill is one of three bi11s introduced to address 

eligibility criteria for federal funding under the Race to the Top Assessment program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~455) 

PUBLIC 647 

EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 616 

EMERGENCY 

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. It revises 

the language in the bill to clarify the oversight role of local school boards for innovative, autonomous public 

schools. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-456) 

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. It 
establishes a process to authorize the establishment of charter schools in the State. It includes clarifying language 
identical to that of the majority report. 
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House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-800) 

This amendment authorizes the dissolution of the Otis-Mariaville Union School in accordance with the terms of the 

Otis-Mariaville Union School Agreement, rather than the subsequently enacted provisions of the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 109. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 616 allows a school administrative unit to establish innovative schools with fleXibility in 
in_struction d"esign, staff:selectio~ the school calendar, methOds_fOr -~sessilli?; profesSiOnal developrrient arid a Sys:em 
for assessing· student achievement. The law requires that all applicable' state statutory and regulatory requireme°'ts 

be. met by school administrative units that establish innovative schools. Chapter 616 also authorizes the dissolution 

of the Otis"Mariaville Union School in accordance with the terms of the Otis-Marimdlle Union School Agreement, 

rather than the subsequently enacted provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 109. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 616 was enacted as_ an emergency llleasure effective April 7, 2010 .. 

LD 1804 An Act Concerning Certain MaineCare Rules Regarding Services 
Provided through the Child Development Services System and School 
Administrative Units 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ALFOND OTP-AM S-497 

S-543 DIAMOND 

This bill is an emergency bill providing that MaineCare rules adopted by the Department of Health and Human 

Services pertaining to the Child Development Services System are major substantive rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-497) 

This amendment replaces the bill to establish parameters for the adoption or amendment ofMaineCare program 

rules regarding reimbursement payments for eligible services provided through the auspices of the Child 

Development Services System and school administrative units. The amendment provides that: 

PUBLIC 643 

EMERGENCY 

I. The Department of Health and Human Services, Office ofMaineCare Services shall consult with the Department 

of Education and other interested parties prior to the adoption or amendment of any Medicaid rule that pertains to 

special education and related services that are provided in accordance with the federal Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act; 

2. The Depaitment of Health and Human Services, Office ofMaineCare Services shall prepare a monthly report to 

the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters and the joint standing 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters on the status of any 

proposed adoption or amendment of Medicaid program rules that pertain to special education and related services 

that are provided in accordance with the federal Individuals With Disabilities Education Act; 

3. The Depa1tment of Health and Human Services is required to amend or adopt Medicaid program rules to provide 

for the inclusion of a group of interested parties in the MaineCare Advisory Committee; 

4. The Depa1tment of Health and Human Services and the Department of Education are required to review the 

Department of Health and Human Services Chapter I 01 rules, including, but not limited to, the MaineCare Benefits 
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Manual, Chapters II and III, Sections 28, 41, 65, 68, 85, 96 and 109, in order to ensure that the rules satisfy certain 

federal Medicaid requirements and to ensure continued access by Child Develop1nent Services System regional sites 

and schools to Medicaid payment for services that qualify for reimbursement; and 

5. The Commissioner of Education and the Commissioner of Health and Human Services are required to submit 

interim reports and a final repo1t on the status of the rules review to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over education matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over health and human services matters. 

This amendment also adds an appropriations and al1ocations section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-543) 

This amendment removes the appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapte1: 643 establishes par~eters for the adoptib~ or amendme~t ofMaineCare progri.m ~ules 
regarding reimbursement payments for eligibkservices provided through the auspices of the ChildDeve10pment 

Services System and school administrative units. This.law accomplishes the following: 

I. Itrequires the Department ofHealth and Human Services, Office ofMaineCare Se.rvicesto consultwith.the 

Department ofEducation and other interested parties prior to the adoption or.amendment ofany Medicaid rule that 
PertainS ;to .spciCi::il_education and related :service~- that--.are .proV:ided in accordance" \\f_ith the fede_ral IlldiVidua1S With 
Disabilities Education Act. 

2. It requires the Department of Health and Hunian Services, OfficeofMaineCare Services to prepare a monthly 

report-t9-the j __ oint standing committe~ of the Legislatllre _havirig jrn:isdiction O_y~r: eduC~tioI;l matters_ ~d the joint 
st~_nding c~m1nittee of the Legi~latfil_e _h~ving jurisdicti,on over -health- and humatl seivices_ 1natt_e_rs on 1:he status of 
any proposed adoption or am~ndment ofMedicaidprogram rules. that pertain to special education lil1dTelated 

services that are provided in accordance with the federal Individuals With Disabi.lities Education Act. 
-- -.:-:·: - - - -'"' : -_:( 

3. It requires the Department of Health and Human Services to .amend or adoptMedicaid program rules to provide 
for-the inclu~fion· of a _grq~p_ o;f inti:reste·d ~atiies i~- the MaineC--fil.e Advisory--Coffirriiitee; 

4. ff requires the DepartUlent of Health and Human Ser\'ices and the Department of Education to reviewthe 

Department of Health and Human Services Chapter I 0 l ndes, including, but not limited to, the MaineCare Be11efits 

Manual, Chapters II and m; Sections 28, 41,'65, 68, 85 .• 96 and 109; in order to ensure that the rules satisfy certain 

fedefal_Nfedicaid ~~quiremeritS-(111d-t6 _ensiire _corithnied acCess--by <?hild_Developme_Iit ServiceS-System_regionat sites 
i!lld.schoolsto Medicaid payment for services that. qualify for reimbursement. 

5 ._ It requ·i~es_ th~_; (;o~issioner ofEduc~tio_n.an4 _the -Comm.lSsloner ~fHealth -an~ _H~_an SerVices t6 submit 
interim reports. and a final Teport. on .the status of the rules review to the joint standing conunittee of the Legislature 

having jurisdiction 0ver education matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

~ver he-altli:arid_hurri~n Sefv-ice~ matters~ 

Public Law 2009, chapter 643 w~ enacted as an emergency measure effective April 12, 2010. 
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LD 1820 An Act To Exempt Certain Necessary School Auxiliary Buildings for 
New Heating Systems from Referendum Requirements 

Sponsor(s) 

TARDY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bi11 exempts the construction of a schoors auxiliary building for the housing of a heating system from the 

public referendum requirement. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

LD233 An Act To Include Independent Practice Dental Hygienists in 
MaineCare 

DIEDON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

JONES 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-647 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill provides for reimbursement under the MaineCare program to directly reimburse dental hygienists 

practicing independently as authorized under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section I 094-1 for all 

procedures performed under Title 32, section I 094-Q, subsection I. The bill directs the Department of Health 

and Human Services to adopt rules to implement this provision, and designates the rules as routine technical 

rules. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H~647) 

This amendment allows federally qualified health centers to employ independent practice dental hygienists as core 
providers under MaineCare rules and provides for the reimbursement of federally qualified health centers for these 

services. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD624 Resolve, To Study Expenditures for Oral Health Care in the MaineCare 
Program 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 
BRANNIGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-590 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. I 053. 

This resolve would increase MaineCare dental reimbursement rates in accordance with recommendation #1 of the 
2008 Governor1s Task Force on Expanding Access to Oral Health Care for Maine People. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-590) 

RESOLVE 146 

This amendment replaces the resolve. It directs the Department of Health and Human Services to convene a 

working group to perform a study of oral health care in the MaineCare program. The study is directed to review 
MaineCare dental coverage, reimbursement and utilization and must identify ways to reduce or redirect expenditures 
with the goal of providing more cost-effective, high-quality care for MaineCare members. The working group is 
directed to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human 

services matters during the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature. The joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters is authorized to report out a bill related to the 
subject of the report to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R.esolve2oo9;>chapterJ 46 direc~ the Department of Health· and Human Servfoes to conve;ea~61kinggroup 
to perform a stucly oforal health care in the MaineCare program. The working group is directed to review 
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MameCare dental coverage, reimbursement aud utilization and must identify ways to reduce or redirect 

expenditures with the goal of providing mare.cost,effective, high-quality ClJ!e forMliineCare .members. The. 

working group is directed to report to thejoint standing committee .of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

health and human services ;matters during the First Regular Sessiol\ of the 125th Legislature. The joint standing 

committee of the. Legislature having jurisdiction pverhealth and huiµan services matters is.authorized to report 

out a bilhelated to. the subject of the report to the First Regular Session of the ]25th Legislature. 

LD637 An Act To Ensure Services for Adults with Developmental Disabilities 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. I 053. 

This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to provide health coverage under the MaineCare 
program for an adult with 1nental retardation or autism who is incapacitated and financially eligible for MaineCare. 

ONTP 

LD701 An Act To Fund the Screening and Early Detection Elements of the 

Statewide Cancer Plan 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill provides funding for a portion of the comprehensive cancer screening, detection and prevention program by 
providing an ongoing appropriation from the Fund for a Healthy Maine. 

LD757 An Act To Improve the Transparency of Certain Hospitals 

Sponsor(s) 

GOODE 

PERRY J 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. I 053. 

This bill makes medical organizations that receive over $250,000 annually in public funds for medical services 

subject to the freedom of access laws. 
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LD821 An Act To Support Collection and Proper Disposal of Unwanted Drugs DIED BETWEEN 

HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY A 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill establishes a system to collect and safely dispose of unwanted drugs from households and other residential 
sources. 

LD 1262 An Act To Restrict Gifts to Health Care Practitioners from 
Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Manufacturers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

TREAT LTW 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. This bill: 

I. Prohibits most gifts and payments to health care practitioners from pharmaceutical and medical device 
manufacturers; 

2. Includes medical devices in the definition of 11prescription drug11 for the purposes of requirements involving a 
phannaceutical manufacturer1s giving of gifts to health care practitioners and reporting marketing expenses; 

3. Establishes requirements for phannaceutical manufacturers' giving sample products to health care practitioners; 

4. Requires the Department of Health and Human Services to report a pharmaceutical manufacturer's gifts and 

payments per health care practitioner instead of in the aggregate; 

5. Limits the confidentiality of pharmaceutical manufacturers' reporting information to trade information protected 
by state and federal law; 

6.· Requires the Department of Health and Human Services to post the department's annual report regarding a 

pharmaceutical manufacturer's marketing expenses on a publicly accessible portion of the department's website; and 

7. Allows the Department of Health and Human Services to raise the fees of pharmaceutical manufacturers to cover 

reasonable costs of the department. 
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An Act To Increase the Efficiency and Effectiveness of Licensing 

Behavioral Health Care Providers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

The purpose of this bill is to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of licensing behavioral health providers 

by requiring the Department of Health and Human Services to approve and license substance abuse treatment, 

child and adult welfare and behavioral health agencies, programs and facilities that receive and maintain 

accreditation by nationally recognized accrediting bodies. The department shall include such an agency, 

program or facility on any list of approved and licensed agencies, programs and facilities maintained by the 

department. Notwithstanding an agency's, program's or facility's maintenance of accreditation, the department 

may revoke the certificate of approval and remove a treatment program or facility from the department's list of 

approved programs and facilities for failure to provide data, statistics, schedules and other information 

reasonably required by the department pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 20024. All 

agencies, programs and facilities may have approval and licensing revoked or modified by the depaitment for 

findings resulting from the investigation of a critical incident. 

LD 1339 An Act To Improve Oversight of Pharmaceutical Purchasing 

Sponsor(s) 

TREAT 
AL FOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP M1N 

Amendments Adopted 

H-693 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill requires pharmacy benefits managers to register with the Department of Professional and Financial 
Regulation, Bureau of Insurance before entering into any contracts for pharmacy benefits management in the State. 

The bill also sets fotth standards for audits conducted by pharmacy benefits managers. The bill requires the State 
Auditor to develop audit procedures to ensure state agencies that have phannacy benefits management contracts are 
compliant with state law relating to pharmacy benefits management and prescription drug rebates. The bill also 
expands the privacy provisions applicable to pharmacy benefits managers to ensure that patient prescription 

information, even deidentified information, is not used directly by the pharmacy benefits manager or sold by or 
transferred to others for use in pharmaceutical marketing or by insurance companies in making benefits decisions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-693) 

This atnendment is the nlajority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill. It requires phannacy 

benefits managers to register with the Superintendent of Insurance beginning April 1, 2011, sets the registration fee 
at $100 and the annual renewal fee at $100 and gives to the superintendent rule-making authority and enforcement 
powers. It provides in the prescription drug practices law that the enforcement powers granted to the Attorney 

General do not limit the authority of the Superintendent oflnsurance under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A. 
It directs the State Auditor to work with state agencies so that the agencies may ensure that the pharmacy benefits 
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managers with which they do business comply with the requirements of existing state law. 

Enacted Law Summary 

------- ---- ------

PublicLaw 2009,cbapter 581 requires phannacy benefits managers to register with.the Superintendent of Insurance. 

beginning April!, 2011, s~tsthe registration fee at $100 and the annual renewal fee.at.$100 and gives to the 

superintendent rule"making authority and. euforcement powers. It provides in the prescription drug practices law that 

the enforcement powers granted to the Attorney General do not limit the authority of the Superintendent of 

Insur.ance nnder .the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A. It directs the State Auditor to work with state agencies so 

th.at the agencies may ensure that the pharmacy benefitsmanagerswith which they.do business comply with"the 

req11~~·em'eJ:!tS_ of e:Xisting_ state law. 

LD 1360 An Act Regarding Mental Health Treatment 

Sponsor(s) 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-512 

S-517 MILLSP 

S-520 NUTTING J 

S-534 DIAMOND 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

PUBLIC 651 
EMERGENCY 

This bill enables law enforcement or a family member of a person with a severe and persistent mental illness 

who is in need of assisted outpatient treatment to petition the District Court for an order that the person must 

participate in assisted outpatient treatment. The assisted outpatient treatment order lasts for 6 months and is 

renewable for an additional 12 months. The application, hearing, review and appeal process includes notice, a 

mental health examination, court-appointed or retained counsel, the right to present evidence and cross-examine 

witnesses and a record of the proceedings. The order to participate in assisted outpatient treatment includes 

within it an individualized treatment plan. 

The bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to provide community mental health services, 

including assignment of an assertive community treatment team, for a person who is ordered to participate in 

assisted outpatient treatment. 

The bill requires providers of mental health services who apply for grants and contracts with the Department of 

Health and Human Services to provide community mental health treatment to persons ordered by a court to 

participate in assisted outpatient treatment. 

The bill includes as a duty of the Department of Health and Human Services, under the category of safety net 

services, providing services for persons ordered to participate in assisted outpatient treatment. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (S-512) 

This amendtnent is the majority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill. It provides a definition 

for "medical practitioner11 in the laws on commitment for mental illness. It redefines 111ikelihood of serious harm/' 
11mentally ill person 11 and 11patient. 11 It decreases the number of examiners for the purposes of mental health 

commitment from 4 to 3 and preserves the right of the patient to choose the examiner. It increases the time period, 

with an extension, for a hearing on court commitment fro1n 24 days total to 35 days total. It establishes a new option 
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for the court in a civil commitment hearing, the option of ordering the person to participate in a program of 

outpatient treatment, and provides for compliance and consequences for noncompliance with the treat1nent progra1n. 
It allows an alternative community treatment team or the Commissioner of Health and Human Services or the chief 

administrative officer of a psychiatric hospital to petition the court for an order that an alternative community 

treatment team participant be ordered to participate in outpatient treatment It extends the time pericid in which the 

District Court must hold a hearing under the progressive treatment program from 14 to 21 days. It extends the time 

period for the progressive treatment program from 6 months to 12 months. It requires a comprehensive report from 

the Department of Health and Human Services by January 1, 2012. It delays implementation of the provisions that 

authorize an ACT team director or chief ad1ninistrative officer of a nonstate psychiatric hospital to apply for a court 

order to admit a patient to a progressive treatment program until rulemaking has been completed and the new 

MaineCare claims management process is functioning. The amendment authorizes emergency rulemaking to adopt 

rules regarding nationally recognized essential standards and basic principles for ACT teams. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-517) 

This amendment clarifies the intent of Co1nmittee Amendment "A 0 regarding the litnitation on the expansion of the 

number or sizes of ACT teams. It prohibits referrals until after ACT Team fidelity standards and rules have been 

adopted and the new MaineCare claims system have begun operation. 

Senate Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-520) 

This amendment" restores the requirement in the mental health protective custody laws under the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 34-B, section 3862 that a law enforcement officer confirm that an informant has reason to believe, 

based upon the info1mant's recent personal observations of or conversations with a person, that a person may be 

mentally ill and that due to that condition the person presents a threat of imminent and substantial physical harm to 

that person or to other persons. 

Senate Amendment "C" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-534) 

This amendment removes the appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUbli-c La~ -2009~ chapter' 65 i prOVid~s a· defilliti~~ f~~-i';µedi~af praCtiti~~er11 k-fue_ l~;s-~ri-comnlitmen! for menia( 

illn_eSS. itredefllle_s 1
-
1likCliho_Od:O(serious hann;1' 'jnentallyill,personi' and- 11patient;',1 It de9fe85es the.?1lITib6r-of 

examiners for the purposes ofmental health commitment from 4.to3 and preserves theright ofthe patient to.choose 

the eximliiler~ ~t-.fficreases:the-tim,e_Period, With ~-extenSion, for a-hearing-:on court c_oniiniirhent_:from~4 _day~ toml_-. 

to 35 days total, Jt establishes a new option for the court in a. civih:ommitment hearing, the option·ofordering the 

pei:"son_:tO p_aiticipate_lll __ a.program __ ofoutP~tifin~treaiment; _a:nd_-provides-for c_ompliance:_;in_d consequerice-S for_ 

noncompliance with the.treatment program. It allows an alternative community treatmentterun or the Commissioner 

of Health and Human Services or(he chief administrative officer of a psychiatric hospital to petition the court for an 

order that an alternative community treatmen!team participant be ordernd to participate in outpatient tr~atment. It 
extends the time period in which theI)istrict Comt1~ust hold a hearing iinder the progressive treatment program· 

fro"': 14 to 21 days. It extends the time period fo/' the, progressive treatment program from 6months to 12 "':onths, It 

requires a ~omprehensive reportfrom the DepartmentofHealth and Human Servic"s byJamia1y 1, 2012 .. It delays 

implementation of the provisions that a~thorize an ACTteamdirect?ror the chief administrative officer of a ·.· .... 

nonstate psychiatric hospital to apply. fora court order to admit a patientto a progressiv" treatment program until 

rulemalcing has. been completed, fidelity .standards have been adopted a11.d th.e new MaineClll"e claiml; management 

process is functioning ... ;rJie law authorizes emergency rulemaking to adopt rules regarding nationally recognized 

essential standards and basic principles for ACT teams. 

Public Law2009, chapter 651 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 14, 2010. ~ 
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An Act To Stimulate the Economy by Expanding Opportunities for 
Direct Support Aides 

Sponsor(s) 

PETERSON 
ALFOND 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-674 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill establishes the reimbursement by the Department of Health and Human Services for personal assistance 

services through standardized rates, beginning October 1, 2009, that apply to all providers and workers in programs, 

institutional settings, in-home services and community support services. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-674) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It provides a definition for "direct support aide11 in the laws governing 

home-based and co1nrnunity-based services and directs the Commissioner of Health and Human Services to convene 

a work group to evaluate progress toward meeting goals relating to direct support aide employment policies, training 

programs and compensation rates. 

Enacted Law Summary 

This law provides a definition for "direct support aide" in tbe Jaws governing home-based and ~ommunit)'-based 
Services. _;It'directs th~ COmmissJoner_ofHealth,-and Human-services·to convene-a_Workgroup _to evaluate prO_gr_ess 

toward meeting goals ;r~latit1g_t~ direct_ suppOrt;_.aide employr'l:e!l~_P?!icies, tt~ing·-programs:~c:l_comp_~nsaj__ion i:~te:s. 

LD 1408 An Act To Establish the Universal Childhood Immunization Program 

Sponsor(s) 

CONNOR 

MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-792 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill creates the Universal Childhood Immunization Program to provide immunizations and cover the costs of 

recommended vaccines for children in the State not covered by the federal Vaccines for Children Program. The bill 

creates the Maine Vaccine Board to determine the costs of purchasing and administering the vaccines and directs the 

board to assess these costs to appropriate health insurers in the State based on each insurer1s share of non elderly 

insureds in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-792) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The arnend1nent replaces the bill. It establishes the 

Universal Childhood Immunization Program to provide all children 18 years of age or younger in the State with 

access to a uniform set of vaccines. The program is administered by the Department of Health and Human Services 

for the purposes of optimizing public and private resources and lowering the cost of providing immunizations to 

children by leveraging contract prices for vaccines established through the United States Department of Health and 

Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The program and the Childhood Immunization Fund 
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are overseen by the Maine Vaccine Board. The program costs associated with vaccines for children covered by 

health insurance carriers and 3rd-party administrators are funded by assessments on those entities. Any costs 

associated with vaccines for children covered by the United States Department of Health and Huinan Services, 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Vaccines for Children Program are the responsibility of the State. 

Assessments are deposited into the fund, which does not lapse, to be used only for the purposes of the Universal 

Childhood Immunization Program. The board is required to report annually to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters. 

Enacted Law Summary 

This law establishes the Universal Childhood Immunization Program to provide all children 18 years of age .or 

youngedn the State with access to a uniform set of vaccines. Ihe program is admifilstered by the Departinent of 

Health and Human _Services for the purposes of optimizing public and private resources and lowering the cost of 

providing immunizations to children by leveraging contract prices for vaccines established through the United States. 

Department of Health and Human ServiCes, Centers for Diseaie Control and Prevention. The programand the 

Childhood)1nmm1ization Fund are.overseen by the Maine Vaccine Board. The program costs associated with 

vaccines for children c?vered by health insurance carriers and 3rd-party administrators are funded by assessments on 

those entities., Any costs associated with vaccines for children covered by the United States Department of Health 

and Human Se1vices,Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Va~cines for Children Program are the 

responsibility of the State. Assessments are deposited into the fund, which does not lapse, to be used only for the 

purposes of the Universal Childhood.Immunization Program. The board is required to rep01t annua]ly t6 thejoint 

standing co.mmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters. 

LD 1464 An Act To Amend Licensing, Certification and Registration 

Requirements for Health Care Providers and Other Facilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

JONES OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-593 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill requires licensed, certified or registered providers to secure a criminal background check prior to hiring or 

placing a person who will have direct contact with a consumer. Providers will pay for the criminal background 

checks. Some providers are currently required by statute to obtain criminal background checks, and this bill adds 

several more providers, including hospitals, nursing facilities, ambulatory surgical facilities, intermediate care 

facilities for persons with mental retardation, assisted housing programs, children's homes, end-stage renal disease 

facilities, drug treatment centers, child placing agencies, hospice progra1ns, agencies and facilities providing mental 

health services, tempora1y nurse agencies and nursery schools. This bill authorizes the Depa1trnent of Health and 

Human Services to investigate complaints against temporary nurse agencies and provides enforcement mechanisms 

for violations. This bil1 requires the department to use income from penalties to improve the quality of care for 

residents of long-term care facilities. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-593) 

This amendment changes from October 1, 2009 to October 1, 2010 the date on which the new requirement of 

performing criminal background checks on new employees will take effect. 

Enacted Law Summary 

-- - --

Public Law 2009, chapter 621 requires licensed, ce1tified or registered ~roviders to secure a criminal backgroun.d 

check prior to hiring or placing a person who _will have direct contact w_ith a consumer beginning October 1, 2010. 

Providers willpay for the criminal background checks. Seine providers are currently required by statute to obtain 
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crin{i~al 'b'a~k~~~d ch~cks, and this biii adds several mor~·-p;~~id~~s-~ in~-i~aing h~spitals; ~~fsing facilities, 
an1blllato_1y.surgical facilities, jntenriediate care fac:Hities _for personS_ with 1nental retardation,· assisted ·housing 
programs, cb!ldren's homes, ehd7~t_age renal disease fa~iliti.es, drug treatment centers, ·child ·placing agencies, hospice 
programs, agencies and facilities_ providing.-inen_talheal1:h services, tentporacy nurse· agencies and_-nursery_-schools. 
This law authorizes.the Department ofHealth and Human Services to investigate complaints against temporary nurse 
agencies ·and provides enfof9ement _mechanisms for violati6ns. ThiS law req·ufres the _deprutmen_t to-·:use incoffie ·:tram 
penalties to improve the quality of care forresidents oflong-term care facilities. 

LD 1507 An Act To Ensnre Fairness in Penalties for Administrative Errors in the 

Long-term Care Assessment Process 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY A 

BRANNIGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-782 

This bill amends the laws governing the rules of the Department of Health and Human Services for medical 
eligibility for coverage in nursing facilities and for private, nonmedical and board and care institutions, which 
provide, among other services, residential care services for the aged and disabled. It requires that for both types of 

facilities, to the extent the department establishes penalties or denies reirnbursetnent when a facility is late or misses 
a deadline for obtaining an assessment of a resident1s need for services, the department may not deny rehnbursement 

and may not i1npose a penalty greater than 20 percent of total reimbursement unless it is proven that the resident, if 
timely assessed, would not have been eligible for continuing services. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-782) 

This amendment removes from the bill provisions applicable to private, nonmedical and board and care institutions. 

The mnendment requires the department's MaineCare reimbursement rules applicable to nursing facilities to allow 2 

late assessment referrals without denial of reimbursement. This amendment also adds an appropriations and 

allocations section. 

LD 1542 An Act To Make Maine's Laws Consistent with the Federal Family 

Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY A 

BRANNIGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-776 

This bill revises existing prohibitions on the sale of flavored tobacco products to make Maine law consistent with 

the new federal Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act, which bans the sale of flavored cigarettes. 

This bill also simplifies enforcement of the ban on flavored tobacco products. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-776) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. This amendment revises the bill, which amends existing 

prohibitions on the sale of flavored tobacco products to make Maine law consistent with the new federal Family 

Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act. The amendment retains the prohibition on selling flavored 

nonpremium cigars, while exempting cigars previously exe1npted by the Attorney General. The amendment deletes 

the bill1s repeal of portions of the current law regarding an Attorney General website and transfer of funds to restore 

lost revenues to the General Fund. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 606 ..;,,ends existing prohibitions on the sale of flavored tobacco products to m;.ke 

Maine.law consistent withthe riew federalFamilySmoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act. The law 

prohibits selling flavored nonpremium cigars, while exempting cigars previously exempted by th.e Attorney 

General. 

LD 1544 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Maine Health Data 

Processing Center and the Maine Health Data Organization 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY A OTP-AM H-787 

This bill amends the laws governing the Maine Health Data Processing Center to remove the phrase 11Maine Health 

Infonnation Center" and replace it with 11 0npoint Health Data, 11 the new name of the organization. It modifies the 

composition of the Board of Directors of the Maine Health Data Processing Center. 

It restructures the laws governing reports produced by the Maine Health Data Organization and removes the 

requirement that the organization publish a notice of the availability of these reports at least once per year in the 3 

daily newspapers of the greatest general circulation published in the State. 

It also clarifies what constitutes an undisputed health care claim submitted by a health care provider or health care 

facility to a carrier and specifies fields in the claim that must be filled. The language also stipulates that ifthe claim 

does not confonn to the requirements and does not contain any one of the required fields, the provider or facility 

may not request pay1nent directly from the insured and must resubmit the claim to the carrier. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-787) 

This amendment prohibits the Board of Directors of the Maine Health Data Organization and the Attorney General 

from assessing fines, initiating enforce1nent actions or seeking injunctive relief against a payor that has submitted 

claims data for any billing provider data element contained in the claim furnished by the provider or any service 

provider data element when associated with the billing provider elements, or that has failed to meet the thresholds 

for these data elements. This provision is repealed July I, 2011. The amendment establishes a working group to 

work on issues regarding submission of data to the Maine Health Data Organization. By November 15, 2010, the 

working group must report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services with a plan to resolve 

the service and provider issues and with an implementation schedule. This amendment deletes language in the bill 

that relates to requirements for an undisputed claim. 

Enacted Law Summary 

]'ublic Law 2009 chapter 6B amends the laws ~oveming th~ Mabie Health Dat,; Proc~ssing Center t? remove the 

phrase "Mai:ne··He,~thlnfor:1nation Center0 and .. repJac.e.-it with· "Onpoin_t.He~lth Data, 11 th.e new.name··.Qf the_ 

organization. It modifies the c~!llposition oftheBoard of Directors oftheMain~Health Data Processing Center.· 1t 

restrnctures the Jaws govemingrep01ts produced by the Maine. Health Data·Organization :md removes the 

requirement thatthe organizatio~ publish a ~otice of thS availability of these reports at least once per year in tile 

three dail)'. newspapers .of the greatest general .circulation published in the State; This law prohibits the Board. of 

Dire.ctors of the Maine Health Data Orgamzatlon :md the Attorney General fromassessingfines, initiating 

enforcement actions or seeking injnnctive relief against a payor that has submitted claims data for any ])illing 

provider_ data ·eiem.ent.·contaiii_~d in th~ claim furnished by. the provider or ally. setvice P.rovider data-element ~whe,n 

associated with the billing provider elements; or that .has failed to l1leetthe thresholds for these data.~lements. This 
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provision is repealed July 1.,2011. Thelaw establishe~ a working group to work on issue.s regarding submission of 

data to the Maine Health Data O;ganization. By November 15, 2010, the working group must report to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Health and Human Se1vices with .a plan to resolve the service and provider issues and with. 

~ hn~~e_ment:ition- Sch~dule. 

LD 1591 An Act To Amend the Maine Certificate of Need Act of2002 

Concerning Right of Entry and Investigation 

PUBLIC 556 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLER OTP-AM H-720 

This bill authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to enter and inspect a health care facility or other 

entity subject to the Maine Certificate of Need Act of2002 when the department has a reasonable basis to suspect 

that a violation has occurred. 

Committee Amendment "A" (HM720) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2oo9:~h~pl.;5s6 authorkestheDq;:mtmenl of Health and Human Services to~e~te; ;;;,;i inspect a health 

care fadlity. or other entity subject to the Maine Certificate of Need Act .9f 2002 when the depa1tment has a 

reasonable basis to suspect that. a violation has occurred. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 556was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 26, 2010. 

LD 1592 An Act To Update the Laws Affecting the Maine Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-721 

This bill implements the recommendations of an interagency work group on the control of rabies and allocates the 

responsibilities in various situations for taking possession, quarantine, confinement, testing and euthanasia of certain 

animals. This bill increases the 1naximum fees that may be charged with respect to certain documents regarding 

birth, marriage and death and requires that a portion of these fees be remitted to the Depmtment of Health and 

Hu1nan Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention. It increases the maximum fee that may be 

charged for certain plumbing permits. It increases the license fee for certain eating establishments, eating and 

lodging places, lodging places, recreational camps, youth camps and camping areas and allows the department to 

collect a transaction fee from a licensee who renews a license electronically. It increases the fee for a voluntary 

inspection by the depaitment of an electrologist's training, place of practice and equipment. It increases the license 

fee for micropigmentation practitioners and tattoo and body piercing artists. It provides that fees collected by the 

department for an inspection of an electrologist1s training, place of practice and equipment a!1d license fees for 

micropigmentation practitioners and tattoo and body piercing artists must be deposited into a special revenue 

account for health inspections. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-721) 

129 

PUBLIC589 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment adds a mandate preamble. It removes the 

provisions of the bill related to rabies control and provisions of the bill that would require municipalities to remit to 
the Department of Health and Hu1nan Services a portion of the increased fees that towns would charge for vital 
records. It reduces the increased fee for burial pennits fro1n $40 to $20, changes the term 11burial" to 11disposition of 

human remains" and exempts dispositions of human remains paid for by municipal General Assistance from the fee. 
The amendment authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to charge municipalities fees for services 
and paper related to vital records, the fees to be established through major substantive ru1e1naking and to be 
reviewed every three years. It requires the department to review every three years the fees charged by municipalities 

for vital records. It also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publlcia~ 2009, chapter 589 k.creasesthe maximum feesth~t rii~y be chfilged ~th respect t; c~rtain docume;,ts 
regarding birth; marriage and d~ath and the maximum fees that may be charged for pe1mits for fue disposition of 
human remains and for certain plumbing permits. It exempts burials paid for by General Assistance from fue 
requiredfees.It increases the license fee for ce1tain eating establishments, eating and lodging places, lodging places, 
recreational camps, youth camps a1ld camping areas and allows. the de~artmentto collect a transaction fee from a 
licensee who renews a license electronically. Jt increases fue fee for a voluntary inspection by fue department of an 
'e1-~ctr010gist'S_training, piace of_praqtice· and equiPnierit .-ifincreas~s th~·license fee for .. rnicropigment_ation_ 

pr~ctitioners a?d tattoo and body piercing arti~ts. It provides that fees colle.cted by the department for an insp~ction 
~f_ an electrologi~t's training, :~lace ?f practice and, equi:P1nent and lice_nse fees._for .. -Dlicropigmenta~on_ practitioners 
and t~ttoo and body piercing mtis.ts must be deJ>osited into a speeial revenue account for health inspections.· The law 
.allows fue Departn\ent of Health and Huma11 Services to charge municipalities fees for, services and pap~r relat.ed to 
vital records, the fees to b.e established 1hro11gh major substantiverulemaking and to be reviewed every furee years. 
It requires the department to_ review every tbreeyears the fees charged by municipalities for vital records. 

LD 1599 An Act Regarding the Maternal and Infant Death Review Panel PUBLIC 531 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE OTP·AM S-383 

This bill requires health care providers to report to the 1naternal and infant death review panel all deaths of infants 

under one year of age and women during pregnancy and within 42 days of giving birth and to provide notice of the 
report, at the time of death or at the time of making the report, to the parent or parents or authorized representative of 
the deceased person. The bill repeals the ending date of January 1, 2011 of the maternal and infant death review 
panel. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (S-383) 

This amendment authorizes the 1naternal and infant death panel coordinator to have access to fetal death certificates. 
The amendment requires the panel coordinator to review the majority of fetal deaths occurring after 28 weeks1 

gestation. The amendment prohibits the panel coordinator frotn reviewing cases of abortion. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009~ chapter531 requires health care providers to report to th~ maternal and infant death review panel 
all deaths ofinfants under one yem· of age and.women during pregnancy and within.42 days of giving birth and to 
provide notice offue report, at the time ofdeafu or at fue time of making the report, to the parentor pm-ents or 
authorized representative of fue deceas.ed person, The Jaw repeals the ending date of January 1, 2011 of the 
maternal and infant death review panel. The Jaw authorizes the maternal and infant death panel coordinator to have 
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access to fetal cle~th ~errificates, .· Itrequir~;ill~pan~l coordinator io ;~~i~w the majority of fet~l deal)l;.occurring 
after 28 weeks' gestation and prohibits the panel coordinator.from reviewing cases of abortion. 

Public Law 2009, chapter53Lwas enacted as ane[llergencymeasure effective March 22, 2010. 

LD 1600 Resolve, To Allow for the Proper Disposal of Medical Supplies 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Health and Human Services to establish by-1ule a program to allow 
consumers to safely dispose of medical supplies, including, but not limited to, syringes and diabetic test supplies. 

LD 1602 An Act To Clarify the Child Abuse or Neglect Substantiation Process 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HASTINGS OTP 

This bill makes it explicit that the Department of Health and Human Services has authority to make findings as a 
result of allegations against the parents or caregivers regarding whether or not a child has been abused or neglected. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub Ile ~~w 2009, chapt~r 558 ~pecifiesthat th~Department ofHe3Ith and Human Services has auth~rity to maklo · 
findings as a result of allegations against the parents or caregivers regarding whether or not a child.has been ab.used 
or neglected. . . . 

LD 1615 An Act To Reimburse Pharmacies under the MaineCare Program Based 

on Wholesale Acquisition Costs 

Sponsor(s) 

LEWIN 

RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to reimburse pharmacies for dispensing covered 

brand name and generic drugs under the MaineCare program based on a formula that includes calculated wholesale 
acquisition cost plus 6.7% and a dispensing fee of $3.35 per presciiption and allows the department to adopt routine 

technical rules. The formula applies to drugs dispensed under the MaineCare program on or after Septe1nber 26, 
2009. 
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LD 1616 An Act To Enhance Newborn Blood Spot Screening To Conform to 

Federal Newborn Screening Standards 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JONES OTP 

This bil1 amends the newborn screening program law to describe conditions for which screening is available and 

reliable and for which treatment improves outcomes. The bill also allows the program to align with national and 

regional efforts in screening, treatment and evaluation consistent with the federal Newborn Screening Saves Lives 

Act of 2007. The collection and sharing of data with other states involved in the same newborn blood spot screening 

programs will allow the department to assess the comprehensive newborn screening system1s strengths and 

weaknesses and will promote quality assurance, quality improvement and ongoing evaluation of the effectiveness of 

the newborn blood spot screening program as established by rule of the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub Ii~ Law 2oo9, chapter 514 ~~ndstl:ie newborn screening pr;;g,am l~wt<> describe conditions for wiii~h . . .... 

screening is available and reliable and for which treatment improves•outcomes .. The law allows•the program tn aligri 

With n~tiOn_al and regiopal -~ffOrts ill screeriin~, ~reat~en~- an_d __ evah1at_ion _cOnslStent ~ithJhe __ federal-N~~b01n_ 
Screenmg Saves Lives Act of2007,. The law requires the Department of Health and Human Services' genetics 
program to coordmate matters pertainingto detection, prevention and treatment.of genetic conditions and metabolic 

disorders. 

LD 1617 An Act Enabling Expedited Partner Therapy 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY A OTP-AM H-653 

This bill allows a health care professional who diagnoses a patient with a sexually trans1nitted disease to provide 

prescription antibiotic drugs to that patient's sexual partner for the treatment of the sexually transmitted disease 

without a physical examination if in the judgment of the health care professional the partner is unlikely or unable to 

be seen for comprehensive health care. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-653) 

This amendment adds to the counseling requirements for expedited partner therapy advice regarding seeking medical 

attention. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub Ii~ Law 2()09' chapter 533 illciws ~ lle~lth care professional whb diailn~ses a l'atieilt with a sexually tr..;;s;;itted. 

disease to provide prescription antibiotic drugs to that patient's ~exual partner for the treatment of the sexually 
transmitted disease without a physical examination if m thejudgment of the health care pr?fessional the. partneds 

unlikely or unable fo be seen for comprehensive health care .. The law requires counselmg advice. regardmg s~ekmg. 
medical attention. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

Resolve, To Repeal the Fee Increase for Copies of Vital Records 

Sponsor(s) 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve directs the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Office of Health Data and Program Management by March 1, 2010 to adopt emergency routine technical 

rules and then nonemergency routine technical 1ules to set the fees for obtaining copies of vital records from the 

office at the same levels as were in effect in September 2009. This resolve did not pass. But see also PL 2009, 

chapter 571, Part EEE, which rolls back certain vital records fees to their levels as of September 2009 and provides 

one time funding to the Office of Health Data and Program Management to offset the loss offees in State FYI I. 

INDEFPP 

LD 1672 Resolve, Regarding the Dispensing of Antiepileptic Drugs RESOLVE188 

Sponsor(s) 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-390 

S-434 MARRACHE 

This bill requires a pharmacist to notify and get consent from the prescriber of an antiepileptic drug for a patient 

with epilepsy if the drug is switched from one formulation or manufacturer to another. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-390) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. This amendment provides a new title and replaces the bill. 

Beginning August 1, 2010 it requires pharmacists to obtain the consent of the practitioner prescribing a prescription 

drug before substituting a therapeutically equivalent drug when the practitioner has handwritten on the prescription 

form the words "epilepsy or seizure risk." This amendment provides a repeal date of August I, 2012. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A 11 (S-434) 

This amendment replaces Committee Amendment 11A11 with a resolve that directs a study group to examine 

substitution within the antiepileptic class of medications, current state laws governing substitutions generally, the 

powers available to prescribers under current substitution laws and whether there is a need to grant any additional 

powers to prescribers in this State for any one class of drugs. The study group shall submit its findings in a report to 

the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters no later 

thanJanuaiy 15,2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, d1apter ]88 directs a study group to examine substitution within the antiepileptic class ~f 
1nedicafions,.·current state laws goverriing substitutiOns .general1y, the powers available to p~scribe:is.under current 

substitutio.n laws and whetherthere is a need.to grant any additional powers to prescfibers in this State for any one 

cl.ass of drugs. The study group sh.all submit its findings in a rep01i to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature havingjurisdiction over health .and hw.nan services matters no later than January 15, 2011. 

133 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

LD 1687 Resolve, To Define High-risk Popnlations for the Purposes of Hospital 

Surveillance for Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus Aureus and To 

Implement Public Law 2009, chapter 346 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

GOODE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve defines high-risk populations for Mai.ne hospitals to screen for methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 

aureus, known as lv:IRSA, to facilitate implementation of Public Law 2009, chapter 346. In addition, this resolve 

requires that hospitals report positive test results to the Maine Health Data Organization and the Department of 

Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 

LD 1688 An Act To Update the Laws Affecting the Department of Health and 

Human Services, Division of Licensing and Regulatory Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLER OTP-AM H-744 

This bill authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services to charge.a processing fee when a licensed, 

certified or registered facility, health care provider or program must have a license, certificate or registration 

reissued by the department because the licensee, certificate holder or registration holder made changes that require 

the reissuance of the license, ce1tificate or registration. The bill authorizes the department to establish an annual 

registration fee for temporary nurse agencies and to increase the initial and renewal licensing fees for nursery 

schools, not to exceed $40. The bill also authorizes the department to charge certain providers a transaction fee to 

renew licenses electronically. It authorizes the departlnent to charge a verification fee to providers to check a 

certified nursing assistant's credentials and training history. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-744) 

This amendment clarifies that the provider verification fee is an annual fee. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'ublic Law 200~, chapter 590. au!horizestheDepartment of Health and Human Services to charge a processing fee 
wheJ! a l_i_?e~se_d, certified_()r_registered-facility, he_alth-care provider-or program-must.have a- li~ense_,_c_e_rtificate or 
registration reissued by the department because the licensee,.certificate holder or registration h.older made changes 
thaf-i:e_quii·e-th_e rei_ss1:1all_~ of the lic_~ns~_, certificate or registrati_on.- ~1ie-1a';" al.lthorizes· the depaitment·to_· est-ablis}i 

an .annu~l r_egis~atiOn fee for-temporary nurs~ _agericies and_to increase _th_e ~tial and rene~al licensing fees.for 
nursery schools, notto exceed $40 . .The Iawauthorizes the departmentto charge certain providers atransaction fee 
to renew licenses electronically.· It authorizes the department to charge an annual verification fee to providers to.· 
check- a certified nurslng_ assls_iani1s credentials ·and training history. 

134 

PUBLIC 590 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

LD 1706 An Act To Create the Children's Wireless Protection Act ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

BOLAND 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides that a manufacturer may not sell at retail in this State, or to a retailer in this State or for use in this 

State a cellular telephone unless, at no cost to the Maine retailer or Maine distributor, the cellular telephone and its 
packaging bear a warning label relating to the potential for brain cancer associated with electromagnetic radiation of 

the fonn emitted from cellular telephones, with the recommendation that users, especially children and pregnant 

wo1nen, keep the device away from the head and body. A violation of this provision is a violation of the Maine 

Unfair Trade Practices Act. 

LD 1727 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 11: Rules 

Governing the Controlled Substances Prescription Monitoring 

Program, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Health and 

Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-696 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 11: Rules Governing the Controlled Substances 

Prescription Monitoring Program, a major substantive rule of the Department of Health and Human Services, Office 

of Substance Abuse. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-696) 

This arnend1nent requires that the rules under review be amended to include an intervention approach to be 
undertaken with certain MaineCare members, not to include terminating the member from MaineCare services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapteri75 provi~esforlegislatlve review.of portions of Chapter 11: .. Il-;,les Gove111jngthe 
Controlled Substances Prescription Monitoring Program, a major substantive rule of the Department of Health and. 
Hu1nan' Seivic~s, Office--of Substance Ab_use'. -: The resolve req_uireS-~hat the--rules :uild,ei' revie'\\f_-be: amended ,tp' 

include an inter¥ention approach to be unde1taken with.certain MaineCare members, not to include terminating the 
lnemlJer froin fyfain6Cafe s_efVic~s'. 

Resolve 2009, chapter I 75 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 26, 2010. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions ofMaineCare 

Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Section 97, Private Non-Medical 

Institution Services, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of 

Health and Human Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

01P MAJ 
ON1P MJN 

Amendments Adopted 

RESOLVE166 
EMERGENCY 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions ofMaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter Ill, Section 97, 
Private Non-Medical Institution Services, a major substantive rule of the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 166 provides legislative approval of portions ofMaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III; 
Section 9.Z, .Private Non'Medical Institution Services, a major sub.stantive rule. of the Department of Health and . 
Hilman SefVices. 

. ' . 
Resojve 2009, chapter 166 wasfinally passed as an emerge119y measure .effective March 22,2010. 

LD 1767 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 101: 

MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Section 21, Allowances for 

Home and Community Benefits for Members with Mental Retardation 

or Autistic Disorder, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of 

Health and Human Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

01P 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 10 I: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, 
Section 21, Allowances for Home and Community Benefits for Me1nbers with Mental Retardation or Autistic 
Disorder, a major substantive rule of the Depa1iment of Health and Human Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Re.so.Ive 2009, chapter] 76 approyes portions <JfChapter I oi: M:aineCare BenefitsMa(lual, Chapter m, Section 21, 
Allowances for Home and. Community Benefits for Members with Mental Retardation or Autistic Disorder, a: major 
substantive rule of the Department ofHealth and Human Services. 

Resolve 2009, chapter! 76was passed as.an emergency measure effective March 26, 2010. 

136 

RESOLVE176 
EMERGENCY 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

LD 1780 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 270: 

Uniform Reporting System for Qnality Data Sets, a Major Substantive 
Rule of the Maine Health Data Organization 

RESOLVE193 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-770 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 270: Uniform Reporting System for Quality Data 

Sets, a major substantive rule of the Maine Health Data Organization. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-770) 

This amendment states that the Legislature approves the major substantive rule on health care-associated infection 

quality data set filing if the 1ule is amended to require reporting of the results of a hospitaI1s active surveillance 

culturing of high-risk patients for methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus and to clarify that the Maine Quality 

Forum must within 90 days of adoption of the rule establish a s.chedule for periodic prevalence studies. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapteri93 app1u~~s p;,rti~1k of Ch~ptel' Z70:Uniform Reporting System f;,r QuaJifyData Sets, :a 
major s~bstantive rule of the Maine HealthDataOrganization,. The reso.l.ve requires that the rule be amended to · 
require reporting of the results of a hospital's active surveillance culturing ofhigh,risk patients for 

methicil.lin,resistant Staphylococcus aureus. and to clarify that the Maine Quality Forum must within 90 days of 
adoption of the rule es.tablish a schedule for periodic prevalence studies. 

Resolve 2009, chapter 193 was finally passed .as an emergency measure effective April 1, 2010 .. 

LD 1781 An Act To Allow Electronic Filing of Vital Records and Closing of 
Records To Guard against Fraud and Make Other Changes to the Vital 
Records Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY A OTP-AM H-783 

This bill changes the name of the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Health Data and Program 

Management to the Office of Data, Research and Vital Statistics. This bill enables the Office of Data, Research and 

Vital Statistics to establish a system for the electronic filing of death certificates. This bill acknowledges the change 

in na1ne of the Veterans Administration Center at Togus to the United States Department of Veterans Affairs at 
Togus. This bill shortens the time period in which a vital record may be corrected or completed from one year to 90 

days. This bill closes vital records from public procurement to guard against fraud. This bill enables the State 

Registrar of Vital Statistics to appoint subregistrars. This bi11 allows a disposition of human remains pe1mit to be 

issued for a fetus regardless of gestational age. This bill enables the State Registrar of Vital Statistics to change the 

design of fonns for adult adoptee access to records without using the rule-making process. This bill authorizes the 

Chief Medical Examiner within the Depa1t1nent of the Attorney General to designate individuals to execute 

supplemental certificates of death as regards time, date, place and circumstances of death, while reserving to the 

medical examiner responsibility for determining the cause and manner of death in medical examiner cases. This bill 
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updates the penalty section in the laws governing vital statistics to be compliant with current statutes. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-783) 

This amendment adds a provision to the bill to allow inspection of vital records by and issuance of noncertified 

copies of vital records to persons doing genealogical research who hold researcher identification cards. It directs the 

Department of Health and Human Services to adopt routine technical rules to implement the provision. The 

amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law200.9, chapter 601 changes th~. name of the Depllrtm~ntbfH~~ltl;·and.Human Se;.Yic~s,Office.ofHealth 
Data and Program Manageme~t tothe Office.ofData, Research and Vital Statistics. The law enables the Office of 

Data, Research and Vital Statistics to establi~l1 a system forth°' electronk filing of death certificates. The law 

~cknowle~ges the. change in name of the Veterans Administration Center _at Togus to _the United States Department 

of Veterans Affairs at Togus, The law shortens the tinie peri()d in which a vital record may be corrected or 

completed from one yeart9.90 .days. The law enables the State Registrar of VitalStatistics to appoint subregistr"!·s. 

The law a1lowsa_disposition ofhumaJ1 ren1ains pepnitto beissued fora fetus regardless of gestational age. The law 

enables the State Registrar of Vital Statistic~ to change. the ~esign of forms for _adult adoptee access to records 

).\'ithout. us inf,\ the rule-making process. The law authorizes. the Cliief Medical Examiner within the Department of 

the '.At!Oflley Gener~! to designateindividuals to •execute supplemental certificates Of death as regards time, date, 

pface and circumstances of death, wliile reserving to the medical examiner responsibility fol" determining the cause 

.and manner of death in medical ~xamin,ercases. The law updates.the penalty section in the 1aws governing vital 

statistics to be compliant with cmrent statutes. The Jaw allows.inspection of vital records by and issuance of 

n-O~certified--cOJ>i-es_-ofVit'al -r~cordsto persons doh1g_g;eoealo~cal ,r,esear9h-Who 'hOld'_researc~_e_ridentifiCation car4~,~-- __ 
The law directs the Department of Health and Human Services to adopt routine technical rules to implement the la).\'; 

LD 1798 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Create Access to 

Dental Care throughont the State 

Sponsor(s) 

CONNOR 

COURTNEY 

Committee Rep011 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve proposes bonding for dental and oral health purposes. The funds provided by the bond issue in Part A, 

in the amount of $7,000,000, will be awarded on a competitive basis, $5,000,000 to be used for a community-based 

teaching clinic affiliated with or operated by a college of dental medicine and $2,000,000 to be used to upgrade 

community-based health care clinics across the State to increase their capacity. Part B establishes a regular 

monitoring requirement regarding grant recipients. Part C establishes a committee to award the funds. Part D makes 

Part B and Part C contingent on passage of the General Fund bond issue. This resolve did not pass. But see LD 

1826 Parts D, E, F and G on bond issues to go to statewide vote in 20 I 0. 

INDEFPP 

LD 1811 An Act To Amend the Maine Medical Marijuana Act PUBLIC 631 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BRANNIGAN OTP-AM S-508 

S-519 DIAMOND 
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This bill amends the statutes enacted by Initiated Bill 2009, chapter 1, which allows a person who has been 

diagnosed by a physician as suffering from certain medical conditions to possess marijuana for medical use. It 
reflects the recommendations of the Committee on the Implementation of the Maine Medical Marijuana Act 

and the Criminal Law Advisory Commission. It also clarifies many of the provisions of the statutes, clarifies 

the process to add new debilitating conditions and conforms the language of the statutes to other Maine laws. It 

also applies retroactively to December 23, 2009, the effective date of the initiated bill. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-508) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It adds emergency language to the bill. It clarifies definitions and certain terms, 
including changing the te1m for marijuana that is used _for medical purposes from "usable rnarijuanan to "prepared 
marijuana," changes i111ple1nentation dates to July 1, 2010 and delays repeal of the provisions on affirmative defense 
that apply to qualifying patients and caregivers who do not hold registration cards. It adds three health care 
practitioners to the advisory board that will consider adding medical conditions, diseases and treatments to the list of 
qualifying debilitating conditions and provides additional confidentiality protections. It provides a physician review 
process for qualifying patients who are minors and allows for the administration of marijuana to registered patients 
in food and in other preparations. The amendment resolves a conflict in the bill regarding the rights of visiting 
registered patients, allowing possession of marijuana for medical use for 30 days based on the other jurisdiction's 
registry card while not allowing the visiting qualifying patient to obtain marijuana based on that registry card. The 
amendment prohibits the employment of minors in marijuana dispensaries and requires an annual report from the 
Department of Health and Human Services by April !st each year. The amendment sets the fee for dispensaries, as 
dete1mined by rule adopted by the department, at no less than $5,000 and no greater than $15,000 per year. The 
amendment limits the number of dispensaries to one per department public health district for the first year, with 
review by the department after one year. This amendment provides startup funding through a General Fund working 
capital advance of $200,000, with a two-year repayment schedule. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-519) 

This amendment increases the General Fund working capital advance from $200,000 to $250,000 and changes the 
payback schedule to require all advanced funds to be repaid by June 30, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pub!iC:ia~2009, chapter ()31 amends the statlltes en~cted by InitiatedBill2009, chapter I, w~ichallows a 

peyson who.has been diagnosed by a physician as suffering from cefllrin medical conditions to possess. . 

marijuanaformedical.use. It reflects the r~commendations of the committee onthe Implementa~iouofthe 
Maine Medical.Marijuana Act and the Criminal Law Advisory Commission. Italso clarifies many of the 

provisions ofthe statutes, clarifies the process to add new debilitating conditions and conforms the language of 

the statutes to other Maine laws. 

It clarifies de~itions andce1tain terms, including changing the term for marijuana that is usedfor medical 

purposes from "usabJe marijuana" .fo '1preparedmarijuana," changes implementation dates to July I, 2010 and 
delays until January 1, 2011 ·repeal of the provisions on affmnative defense that apply to qualifying .patients and 

caregi~ers wh~ do not hold registratioi1cards. It adds.three health c~re practition~rs to. the advisory board that 
will ccmsider\lddingmeclical conditions,di~eases and treatments to the listof qualifyjngdebilitating conditions 

a!ld pr~vide~additio~al confidentiality protections. It provides a physician review process for qualifying 

patients wJio ~re minors and allows for the administration of marijuana to registered patients in foodand. in 

other preparations. Thdaw allows possession of marijuana for medical use for 30 da:Ys based on the registry 
card of another jurisdiction while not allowing.the v.isitingqualifying patient to obtain marijuana based on that 

regisnycard.The law prohibits the employment of minors inn:'arijuana dispensaries and requires an annual 
report from tile DepartmentofHealth and Human Servicesby April Ist each yeaL The Jawsets the fee for 

dispensaries, as dete1mined byruleadopted by the department, at no less than $5,000 and no greater than 

$15,000 per year. The.law limits the number of dispensaries to one per department public health district for the 
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first year, witlrreview by the department after one ye~r, 

The law provides for a General Fuuli work¥1g capitala~vance of $250;000, with a payback schedule that 

r~qu.ires all advanced fimds to be repaidbyJune 30; 201 L Thelaw~plies retroactively to.December 23, 2009, . 
the effective date of the initiated bill. 

. . . 
Public Law Z009, chapter ~3 lwas enacted as an emergencymeasure effective June 9,.2010. 

- - ------ - ---- -- -- -- -- --- ---- --- ----- - - - -·-' ---- - ------ -" - -- - - . - -

140 



Not Enacted 

LD 1507 

Enacted 

LD 1591 

Enacted 

LD 1602 

Enacted 

LD 1592 

LD 1781 

Not Enacted 

LD 1648 

Not Enacted 

LD 637 

Enacted 

Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Aging and Long-term Care 

An Act To Ensure Fairness in Penalties for Administrative Errors 
in the Long-term Care Assessment Process 

Certificate of Need/Capital Investment Fund 

An Act To Amend the Maine Certificate of Need Act of 2002 
Concerning Right of Entry and Investigation 

Children's Services 

An Act To Clarify the Child Abuse or Neglect Substantiation 
Process 

Departmental Organization and Administration 

An Act To Update the Laws Affecting the Maine Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 

An Act To Allow Electronic Filing of Vital Records and Closing 
of Records To Guard against Fraud and Make Other Changes to 
the Vital Records Laws 

Resolve, To Repeal the Fee Increase for Copies of Vital Records 

Developmental Disabilities 

An Act To Ensure Services for Adults with Developmental 
Disabilities 

Health Care 
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LD 1408 

LD 1616 

LD 1617 

LD 1811 

Not Enacted 

LD701 

LD 1262 

LD 1600 

LD 1706 

LD 1798 

Enacted 

LD 1364 

Enacted 

LD 1544 

LD 1780 

Not Enacted 

LD 757 

An Act To Establish the Universal Childhood Immunization 
Program 

An Act To Enhance Newborn Blood Spot Screening To Conform 
to Federal Newborn Screening Standards 

An Act Enabling Expedited Partner Therapy 

An Act To Amend the Maine Medical Marijuana Act 

An Act To Fund the Screening and Early Detection Elements of 
the Statewide Cancer Plan 

An Act To Restrict Gifts to Health Care Practitioners from 
Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Manufacturers 

Resolve, To Allow for the Proper Disposal of Medical Supplies 

An Act To Create the Children's Wireless Protection Act 

An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Create 
Access to Dental Care throughout the State 

Health Care Workforce 

An Act To Stimulate the Economy by Expanding Opportunities 
for Direct Support Aides 

Health Information and Data 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Maine Health Data 
Processing Center and the Maine Health Data Organization 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 
270: Uniform Reporting System for Quality Data Sets, a Major 
Substantive Rule of the Maine Health Data Organization 

Hospitals 

An Act To Improve the Transparency of Certain Hospitals 
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LD 1687 

Enacted 

LD 1464 

LD 1688 

Not Enacted 

LD 1281 

Enacted 

LD 1599 

Enacted 

LD624 

LD 1749 

LD 1767 

Not Enacted 

LD233 

LD 1615 

Enacted 

Resolve, To Define High-risk Populations for the Purposes of 
Hospital Surveillance for Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
Aureus and To Implement Public Law 2009, chapter 346 

Licensing 

An Act To Amend Licensing, Certification and Registration 
Requirements for Health Care Providers and Other Facilities 

An Act To Update the Laws Affecting the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Division of Licensing and Regulatory 
Services 

An Act To Increase the Efficiency and Effectiveness of Licensing 
Behavioral Health Care Providers 

Maternal/Infant 

An Act Regarding the Maternal and Infant Death Review Panel 

Medicaid/MaineCare 

Resolve, To Study Expenditures for Oral Health Care in the 
MaineCare Program 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of MaineCare 
Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Section 97, Private Non-Medical 
Institution Services, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department 
of Health and Human Services 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 
101: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Section 21, 
Allowances for Home and Community Benefits for Members with 
Mental Retardation or Autistic Disorder, a Major Substantive 
Rule of the Department of Health and Human Services 

An Act To Include Independent Practice Dental Hygienists in 
MaineCare 

An Act To Reimburse Pharmacies under the MaineCare Program 
Based on Wholesale Acquisition Costs 

Mental Health 
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LD 1360 

Enacted 

LD 1339 

LD 1672 

Not Enacted 

LD 821 

Enacted 

LD 1727 

Enacted 

LD 1542 

An Act Regarding Mental Health Treatment 

Prescription Drugs 

An Act To Improve Oversight of Pharmaceutical Purchasing 

Resolve, Regarding the Dispensing of Antiepileptic Drugs 

An Act To Snpport Collection and Proper Disposal of Unwanted 
Drugs 

Substance Abuse 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter I I: 
Rules Governing the Controlled Substances Prescription 
Monitoring Program, a Major Substantive Rule of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance 
Abuse 

Tobacco Sale and Use 

An Act To Make Maine's Laws Consistent with the Federal 
Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act 
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LD20 

Joint Standing Committee on Insurance and Financial Services 

An Act To Require Insurance Companies To Cover the Cost of 
Prosthetics Containing Microprocessors 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BRYANTM 

BRYANTB 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

H-748 

LD 20 was carried over from the First Regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to joint order, H.P. 1053. 

The bill requires health insurance policies, contracts and certificates to provide coverage for prosthetics. The 
provisions of this bill apply to all policies, contracts and certificates issued or renewed on or after January I, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-748) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and replaces the bill. Under current law, health insurance 
carriers are required to provide coverage for prosthetic devices, but coverage is not required for those devices 
containing a microprocessor. The amendment removes the exclusion for prosthetic devices that include a 

microprocessor. The amendment applies to insurance policies, contracts and certificates issued or renewed on or 
after January 1, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Under current taW; __ .h~ai~~ inSUi-anCe carrh.~rS:are. required to'.provide c_o~~_fag~ .. fo~Jir05:thetic deVi.c.es; but.coV_e~~e iS_ 
pot.requir~d for those deviCes containing amicr9processor.: Public La\¥2009, chapter603 removes the exc1usion for 
pro.sthetiC: d:evices that include a-mic~·opr.o.cesSor. The)aw .. applies·to insµrance_pq~ici_e~~ ~ontracts and: certificates_ 
issued or rene.wedon or after January I, 2011. 

LD257 An Act To Establish the Health Technology Clinical Committee 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 257 was canied over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to joint order, H.P. 

I 053. The bill requires the Maine Quality Forum to establish a health technology assessment program to make 

determinations as to which health technologies and health care services will be included as covered benefits in 

publicly funded health care plans. The bill establishes the Health Technology Clinical Committee, a 

five-member committee of health care providers, to conduct the assessments and make the coverage 

determinations based on reviews of scientific evidence. 

LD425 An Act To Require Private Insurance Coverage for Certain Services for 
Children with Disabilities 

Sponsor(s) 

CONNOR 

BRANNIGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 
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LD 425 was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to joint order, H.P. 1053. 

The bill requires individual and group health insurance policies and health maintenance organization contracts to 

provide coverage for children1s early intervention services after a referral from a primary care provider for children 

from birth to three years of age if the child has an identified developmental disability or delay as described in the 

federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part C. The bill limits coverage to $3,200 per year per child up 

to a maximum of $9,600 by the child's third bhthday. The bill applies to all policies, contracts and certificates 

issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~663) 

This amendment changes the application clause of the bill so it will apply to all individual and group health 

insurance policies, contracts and certificates issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2011. This amendment also 

reallocates the statutory provisions contained in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public.:Law 2009, chapter 634 requkes individual and group health insurance policies and health maintenance 

9r~aniuti_?f1 co_ntracts to-proVide ·-~oVerage, ior-cliildn.~n~~·--:early int~nrention serViC_es _afte~-a: refe1Tal fro_m a:1Jriinal)', 
care providerfor children Jh>m l>irth to three ye~rs of age if the child has anidelltifi~d developmental disability or 

delay as described in the federaHndividuals with Disabilities Educatio~ Act, Part C. The lawlhnits coverage to · 

$3,200 per year per child up to a maximu.m of $9 ,600 by the child's third birthday. }'he law applies to all policies, · 

9ontraciS atid ~eriificates issued Jr· renewed :all -~r after J~uaiy_-J-~ _ _z'Qt 1_. 

LD 1059 Resolve, To Enhance Health Care for Direct Care Workers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN ONTP 

LD 1059 was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to joint order, H.P. 1053. 

The resolve requires the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance to establish a 

demonstration project named the Direct Care Workforce Health Coverage Working Group to help long-term care 

service providers unable to afford high-quality health insurance for their direct care workers to receive higher levels 

of reimbursement for MaineCare services they provide. 

LD 1198 An Act To Reform Insurance Coverage To Include Diagnosis and 

Treatment for Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN OTP-AM S-430 

LD 1198 was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to joint order, H.P. 1053. 

The bill requires group health insurance policies, contracts and certificates covering fewer than 50 members to 

provide coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of autis1n spectrum disorders for persons 21 years of age and under. 

Initially, coverage is subject to a maximum annual benefit of $36,000 per year; beginning January I, 2011, the 

maximum benefit must be adjusted annually for inflation using the medical care component of the United States 

Department of Labor Consumer Price Index. The provisions of this bill apply to group policies, contracts and 
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certificates issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-430) 

This amendment changes the title of the bill and requires individual health insurance policies and contracts as well 
as group policies, contracts and certificates for health insurance to provide coverage for the diagnosis and treatment 

of autism spectrum disorders; however, the amendment provides coverage for persons five years of age and under 
rather than 21 years of age and under. To be eligible for coverage for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders, 
applied behavior analysis services must be provided by a person professionally certified as a behavior analyst or 
under the supervision of a professionally certified behavior analyst. Coverage for applied behavior therapy is 

subject to a maximum annual benefit of $36,000 per year. The amendment clarifies that the annual cap on benefits 
applies to the extent allowed under federal law for group health plans. The amendment also clarifies that coverage 
for prescription drugs for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders must be determined in the same manner as 
coverage for prescription drugs for the treatment of other illnesses. The provisions of this amendment apply to 

individual and group policies, contracts and certificates issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2011. 

The amendment also requires the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance to 
submit a report related to the experience of carriers with the mandate requiring coverage for diagnosis and treatment 

of autism spectrum disorders, particularly applied behavior analysis services. The report must be submitted by 
February 1, 2015. The joint standing co1nrnittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over insurance and financial 
services matters is authorized to report out a bill to the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic L~w zoo9;ch~pt~r 635 require~j;divid~al and group h~~Ith~~ran~e policies and contracts to provide -----~ - -

coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of.autismspectrum disorders fo!" persons five years of age and under.To be 
elij!;ible for coyeragefor the treatment ofautism spectrum disorders, applied beh~vior analysis s.~rvices must. be 
provided by.a person professionally certified as abehavio~ analyst or .under ;he supervision ofa professionally 
ce1tified behavior analyst. Cpverage for applied behavio]" therapy is subject to a maximum annual benefit of 

$36,000 per year. The la\V clruifies thatthe annu.al cap o~ bee-efits for applied behavior therapyapplies to the extent 
allowed under federal law for group health plans. The law provides that coyerage for prescription drugs for the 

~·eattne~_t~f auHs~ _sp~itllrri dis~rders _-ffiust b~---4-~tenn_ill_e_~_iri -the s_ame man_ner-M coverage for-prescfii}tiOn _dfugS 
for. the treatment of other illnesses. The l'rovisions apply to individual and.group policies, contracts and certifjcates 
1.ssu.ed orrenewedonorafter January 1,201 L 

Public Law. 2009, chapter635 also requires the Departmenfofprofessional and Financial Regulation,Bureaupf 
Insurance to submitareportt~ the Legislarure by Febrnaiy I, 2015 related to.the experience ()fhealth insurance 

carriers with the mandate requiring coverage for diagnosis and treatment of autislll spe9trum disorders, particularly 
applied behavi~ran~lysis services. 

LD 1365 An Act To Establish a Single-payer Health Care System 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONrP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1365 was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to joint order, H.P. 1053. 
The bill establishes a universal access health care system that offers a choice of coverage through organized delivery 

systems or through a managed care system operated by the Maine Health Care Agency and channels all health care 
dollars through a dedicated trust fund. 
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I. Part A of the bill does the following. 

It establishes the Maine Health Care Plan to provide security through high-quality, affordable health care for the 

people of the State. The plan becomes effective when two other New England states enact substantially similar 

legislation. All residents and nonresidents who maintain significant contact with the State are eligible for covered 

health care services through the Maine Health Care Plan. The plan is funded by the Maine Health Care Trust Fund, 

a dedicated fund receiving payments from payroll taxes and pay1nents from the General Fund or any other sources. 

The Maine Health Care Plan provides a range of benefits, including hospital services, health care services from 

participating providers, laboratory and imaging procedures, home health services, rehabilitative services, 

prescription drugs and devices, 1nental health services, substance abuse treatment services, dental services, vision 

appliances, medical supplies and equipment and hospice care. Health care services under the Maine Health Care 

Plan are provided by participating providers in organized delivery systems and through the open plan, which is 

available to all providers. The plan is supplemental to other health care programs that may be available to plan 

members, such as MaineCare, Medicare, the Dirigo Health Program, the federal Civilian Health and Medical 

Program of the Uniformed Services, the federal Indian Health Care Improve1nent Act and workers1 compensation. It 

establishes the Maine Health Care Agency to administer and oversee the Maine Health Care Plan, to act under the 

direction of the Maine Health Care Council and to administer and oversee the Maine Health Care Trust Fund. The 

Maine Health Care Council is the decision-making and directing council for the agency and is composed of three 

full-time appointees. 

Part A directs the Maine Health Care Agency to establish programs to ensure quality, affordability, efficiency of 

care and health planning. The agency health planning program includes the establishment of global budgets for 

health care expenditures for the State and for institutions and hospitals. The health planning program also 

encompasses the certificate of need responsibilities of the agency pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, 

chapter 103-A and the health planning responsibilities pursuant to Title 2, chapter 5. The agency is also required to 

contract with a 3rd-party administrator for claims processing and data collection services. 

Pait A also requires the State Controller to advance $400,000 to the Maine Health Care Trust Fund on the effective 

date of the Part, July I, 20 I 0. This amount must be repaid by the Maine Health Care Agency by June 30, 2012. 

2. Pait B of the bill establishes the Maine Health Care Plan Transition Advisory Committee. Composed of20 

members, appointed and subject to confirmation, the committee is charged with holding public hearings, soliciting 

public co1nrnents and advising the Maine Health Care Council on the transition from the current health care system 

to the Maine Health Care Plan. Members of the committee serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for 

their expenses. The committee is directed to report to the Governor and to the Legislature every six months 

beginning July 1, 2010. The committee completes its work when the Maine Health Care Plan becomes effective. 

3. Part C of the bill establishes the salaries of the members of the Maine Health Care Council and the executive 

director of the Maine Health Care Agency. 

4. Part D of the bill prohibits the sale on the commercial market of health insurance policies and contracts that 

duplicate the coverage provided by the Maine Health Care Plan. It allows the sale of health insurance policies and 

contracts that do not duplicate and are supplemental to the coverage of the Maine Health Care Plan. 

5. Part E of the bill directs the Maine Health Care Agency to ensure employment retraining for administrative 

workers employed by insurers and providers who are displaced by the transition to the Maine Health Care Plan. It 
directs the Maine Health Care Agency to study the delivery and financing of long-term care services to plan 

members. Consultation is required with the Maine Health Care Plan Transition Advisory Committee, 

representatives of consu1ners and potential consumers of long-term care services and representatives of providers of 

long-term care services, employers, employees and the public. A report by the agency to the Legislature is due 

January 1, 2012. 
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The Maine Health Care Agency is directed to study the provision of health care services under the MaineCare and 
Medicare programs, waivers, coordination of benefit delivery and compensation, reorganization of State 
Government necessary to accomplish the objectives of the Maine Health Care Agency and legislation needed to 
carry out the purposes of the bill. The agency is directed to apply for all waivers required to coordinate the benefits 

of the Maine Health Care Plan and the MaineCare and Medicare programs. A report by the agency is due to the 

Legislature by March 1, 2011. 

6. Part F of the bill clarifies that, throughout the Maine Revised Statutes, the words 11payee1 and 11payor" may be 
used interchangeably and have the same meaning. 

7. Part G of the bill establishes a 7.5% payroll tax on wages and earnings, including self-employed earnings, and 

dedicates that tax revenue to the Maine Health Care Trust Fund. 

LD 1498 An Act To Adopt a Drug Benefit Equity Law 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP OTP-AM S-374 

The purpose of this bill is to bar health insurance carriers from favoring certain types of pharmacies, such as mail 
order pharmacies, over other types ofphannacies, such as independent retail pharmacies. The bill prohibits a carrier 
from refusing to contract with a pharmacy provider that meets the terms and conditions established by the health 

plan. The bill requires that coinsurance, copayment and deductible factors be applied uniformly regardless of the 

type of pharmacy the health plan enrollee chooses. The bill also prohibits a carrier from limiting the quantity of 

drugs that an enrollee may obtain at one time unless the limit is applied uniformly to all phannacy providers within 
the health plan's network. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-374). 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment prohibits a carrier from refusing to contract with a pharmacy 
provider that meets the terms and conditions established by the carrier. The atnendment clarifies that a can·ier may 
offer enrollees incentives to encourage the-use of certain preferred pharmacy providers as long as the carrier makes 
the same te1ms applicable to preferred pharmacy providers available to all pharmacy providers. The amendment also 
requires a canier to pay all clean electronic claims within 21 days after the claim is received by the carrier. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 20Q9, rihapter 51') prohibits a carrier from refuing to contract~th a pharmacy provid~r .that meets th~ 
terms aJ1d conditions established by the.carrie1\ The law clarifies that a ~arrier may offer enrollees iilcentives to 
enc_~_urage _the us~}>f certain p~~ferrep _phannacy __ provid~rs __ a~ l?ng as the _cari·i_er m~es_the same_!ef~s--applicabie t~) 
preferred ph.armacy providers availa~le to all pharmacy providers. '['he law also. r~quires a carrier to pay all clean . 
electronic claims within 21 days after.the claim is received by the carrier. . · 
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LD 1510 An Act To Maintain Compliance of Maine's Insurance Laws with 

National Standards 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TREAT OTP-AM H-628 

S-382 BOWMAN 

LD 1510 makes .changes to confonn Maine's insurance laws to new national standards adopted by the National 

Association of Insurance Commissioners. 

Part A of the bill increases the titne period from two to five years for the disqualification of the lead partner 

conducting an outside audit of an insurance company and authorizes the Superintendent of Insurance to waive the 

standard for unusual circumstances. Part A also clarifies the superintendent's authority related to the declaration and 

distribution of dividends, including extraordinary dividends, by insurance company holding systems. 

Part B of the bill requires all health insurers to submit a qualified actuarial opinion as part of their annual statement 

to the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance. 

Part C of the bill establishes a separate licensing category for multiple peril crop insurance adjusters. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (H-628) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

I. It amends the bill in Part A to correct the mathematical formula for the extraordinary dividend threshold and to 

clarify the applicable time period. 

2. It amends the bill in Part B to clarify the extent to which the life insurance actuarial opinion requirements are 

extended to health insurers. 

3. It adds Part D to the bill to correct a cross-reference in the rulemaking provision of the continuity of coverage 

law. 

4. It adds Part E to the bill to establish a risk-based capital trend test to enhance the solvency regulation of health 

organizations. It also clarifies the application of certain provisions to health organizations. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment 11 A" (S-382) 

This amendment makes clarifying changes to Committee A1nendment 11A. 11 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 511 makes challges to conform Maine's illsµrance laws to new national standards adopted 

by the Natiorial-Associ~iOn oflij_sufance COmmissiOners. 

Part A of the law increases.the time period ftom l\vo to five years fq~ the disqualiflcaiion ofthelead pw1ner 

conductin~:fin outside -~~di! of __ a'Ii-.,-_4i~u1'rulce_ cOillpiµiy:_arid:·aufuOri_ze~~ th-~ s_up~drt,te1id~Ilt o~JJiSUr~Ce to-'.\Va_i_y~- th_~
standardfor unusual circumstances, Part A ~lso clarifies the. superintendent's authority rela;edto the declaratipn and 

distribution of dividends: including extraordiriary dividends, by insw·ance COIDPanY holding systems. 
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Part B requires all health. insurers to. submit a qualified actuarial opinion as part of theirannual statem.entto the 
Department of Professional .mid Financial Regulation, Bureau ofinsurance. 

i'art c establishes a separate licensing category for multiple peril crop insurance adjusters. 

;part ]j coITects i:t cross-re_ference in the_ i1.ilema}9ng-provtsion .of the_ contin-Uity Of Coverage_ laW. 
. . . 

Part E establishes a risk-based. capital trend tesi to enhance the solvencyregulationofhealth organizations and 
clarifies the. application of certainprovisionstohealth organizati~ns. . 

LD 1523 An Act To Make Corrections to the Life Settlement Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-462 CRAVEN 

LD 1523 clarifies the definition of"stranger-originated life insurance11 in the laws governing life settlements by 
removing an extraneous reference to settlement transactions and adds standards clarifying which types of life 

insurance coverage are subject to the consumer notification requirement. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-462) 

This amendment removes the provisions regarding which types of life insurance coverage are subject to the 

consumer notification requirement. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 597 clarifies the definition of"stranger-originatedlife ins.urance" ill th~ laws governing 

LD 1618 An Act To Amend the Loan Originator Registration Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

LEGG 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1611 delays for five months the date of the transition for mortgage companies fi·om the existing state registration 

syste1n to a new national system to avoid overlapping and duplicative requirements. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 597 

PUBLIC 497 

Public faw 2009, chapter497.delays the-effeptiv .. date for co;;pll~t~C .. with a new national s~stem for-;egistrafio;;& ___ -

mortgage loan originatorsfroi.n ~lily 31, 2010 to January 1, 2011. Undercurrent State law, mortgage l()an originators 
are required to register with the ]3ureau of Co.nsumerCredit Protection.· As ofJanuary I, 2011, mortgage .loan• 

onglli~t~is_~i-~l-~,~-:_r~_q~i!~4 t<?_{egis_te~ oo~e1: ~e natioll~I :Syst~~-·-- __ 
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LD 1619 An Act To Facilitate Uniformity Regarding Exemption from 
Registration of Certain Securities Offerings 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

The Maine Uniform Securities Act provides exemptions from registration for certain securities offerings, provided 

notice is filed with Maine's Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Securities on Form D as 

promulgated by the federal Securities and Exchange Commission. Effective March 2009, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission required that Form D be filed with the Securities and Exchange Com1nission electronically. 

The State of Maine is not yet able to receive Form D filings electronically, and issuers are interested in filing hard 

copies of what is filed electronically with the Securities and Exchange Commission. LD 1619 amends the Maine 
Uniform Securities Act by removing the requirement that the Appendix to Form D be prepared and filed with the 
office and by providing that execution of the consent to service of process in a form acceptable to the Securities and 

Exchange Commission is deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of Maine law, thereby providing an 

opportunity for issuers to file hard copies of what is filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

_The Maill~ Uni-fO~m SeC~fities- A~t'p-f()_vides -_exelllp'tion~ fr~m-Tegi~tratio_n_ fo!-'?ertam:· S~b~i~~~-s_ ~fferillis. :proVid~d_ 
notice isiiled with Mai~e's Department of Professional and ,Financial Regulafon; Oj'fic~ 9fSecurities on form Das 
promulgated by,the federalSecurities and Exchange Commission. Effective Ma.rch 2009,t!ie Securities and 

Exchang~ C9mmission required that Form D be filed with the Securities and Exchange Commis.sion electronically. 
The State ~[Maine is not yet able to receive Form D filin~s electronically, .and issuers are ]nterested in filing hard 

copies of ~hatis filed ele~tronically with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Public Law.2009, Sh~pter 500. 
amends the Maine Uniform Securities Act by removing the requirement that the.Appe11dix to Form D be prepared 
and filed withthe office and by providing that execution of the consent to service of process in a form acceptable tc{ • 

the Securities and ,Exchange Commission is deemed to be in compliance ~th the r~quirements of Maine law, 
thereby providing an opportunity for issuers to file hard copies of what is electronically filed with the Securities and>. 
Exchang_~ Co_mmiSsio~. _ - - -

LD 1620 An Act To Protect Health Care Consumers from Catastrophic Debt 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-664 

This bill prohibits health plans covering Maine residents from including provisions that terminate payment of further 

claims after a defined maximum specified aggregate amount of health care claims has been paid on an annual, 

lifetime or other basis on behalf of an individual, family or group. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-664) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment prohibits individual or group health plans covering Maine 

residents from including provisions that terminate payment of further claims after a defined maximum specified 

aggregate dollar amount of health care claims has been paid on an annual, lifetime or other basis on behalf of an 

individual, family or group. The amendtnent adds exceptions to the prohibition on limits for several specific types of 
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health plans and requires a health plan issued after the effective date of the provision to include a disclosure ofa 

permitted limit. The amendment applies the provisions to health plans issued or renewed on or after January 1, 

2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 588 prohibits individual or group health plans covering Maine residents fromincluding 

provisions thatterµiinate payment of further claims ~fter a defined maximum specified aggregate dollaramount of 

health care claims has been paid on an annua], lifetime or .other. basis on behalf 9fan individual, family or group. 

The. lawprovides exceptions to the prohibition on lintltj for several specific types of health plans .and requires a 

health plan issued after the effective .<lat~ of the law that contains a permfasible limiton aggregate benefits to · 

~pecifically disclose that limit to policyholders. TheJaw applies to health plans issued or reno.wed on or after 

January 1,2011. 

LD 1621 An Act To Increase Consumer Choice Regarding Service Contracts 

Sponsor(s) 

THIBODEAU 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LTW 

This bi11 regulates the sale of service contracts to consumers and establishes standards for service contract providers. 

The bill exempts service contracts regulated under the bill from all other provisions of the Maine Insurance Code. 

The bill also exempts warranties, maintenance agreements, service contracts sold to persons other than consumers 

and warranties, maintenance agreements and service contracts offered by public utilitiess from all provisions of the 

Maine Insurance Code, including those proposed in the bill. 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

LD 1649 Resolve, To Increase the Financial Stability of Low-income Families in 
Maine 

RESOLVE 156 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OTP-AM S-365 

This resolve directs the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation to establish, within existing 

budgeted resources, the Bank on ME working group, composed of municipal officials and representatives of state 

and federal financial institutions, community organizations and state agencies to develop and implement 

collaborative voluntary initiatives that increase the financial stability of low-income families in the State by 

increasing awareness of and access to basic financial services. The commissioner is required to submit a report to 

the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over banking and financial matters by November 

3, 2010 on the progress of the Bank on Iv1E working group and on any changes to existing law that are necessary to 

implement the initiatives supported by the working group. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-365) 

This amendment directs the Superintendent of Financial Institutions within the Department of Professional and 

Financial Regulation rather than the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation to establish the Bank of 

Iv1E working group. The amendment also makes other clarifying changes to the resolve. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, c]lapter 156 directs the Superlntendent ofFinancial Institutions to establish, within existing budgeted 
resources, the !lat¢ on ME. working group, composed of municipal officials andrepresentatives of stat~ and fede117l 

fuianci_al 1nsiirutions, -commun,ity orgaii~zati_ofil and ·sta~e a~~ncies to _d_evelop_ and)mplement collabor~tiv~ __ -vol_~tarY 
initiatives that increase the financial stability of low-income families in the. State by increasing awareness of and 

ac_cess ~o: -_b~i_c financi~l s~rvi9:~f;'. _ :The· superinteridenti~.requir~d to su_brriifa._rep~1tto _the joint standing conunitte~ 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over banldngand financial matters by Nove~ber 3, 2010 on the progress of the 

)3ank on .1\1E working group .and <>n any changes to existing law that are necessary to implement the initiatives 
supported.by .the working group.: 

LD 1653 An Act To Improve Health Insurance Security 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHNEIDER LTW 

LD 1653 allows a person who worked for the State for five years or more as of January 1, 2011 and who tetminates 
state employment on or after that date to continue coverage under the group health plan for state employees. The 
bill requires the person to enroll in continued coverage under the group health plan within 30 days of the date the 

person leaves state employment and to pay the full pre1nium cost for coverage. 

LD 1673 An Act To Allow a Maine-chartered Financial Institution To Conduct a 

Savings Promotion Raffle 

Sponsor(s) 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM A 
ONTP B 

OTP-AM C 

Amendments Adopted 

S-418 

This bill amends the laws governing raffles to allow any Maine-chartered financial institution, a bank or credit 

union, to conduct a savings promotion raffle. The sole consideration required for a chance of winning the 
designated prizes in the raffle is the deposit of at least a specified amount of money into a savings account or other 
savings program offered by the Maine-chartered financial institution. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-417) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and replaces the bill. The amendment amends the definition 
of 11 game of chance11 and 11raf:fle" to exclude a savings promotion raffle conducted by a state-chartered financial 
institution or credit union. The amendment defines 11 savings promotion raffle 11 as a promotion in which the sole 
consideration for winning is the deposit of a certain amount of money in a savings account or other savings program. 

The amendment requires that the savings account or other savings program provide interest at comparable rates to 
the account holder and allow an account holder access to the savings. The amendment limits a financial institution 
or credit union to two savings promotion raffles per year and caps the total amount of designated prizes per 

promotion at $1,000. 

The atnendment also requires the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Financial 
Institutions to adopt rules to further define "savings promotion raffle" no later than February 1, 2011 and makes 
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those rules subject to legislative review before final adoption. In addition, the Superintendent of Financial 

Institutions shall include info1mation on the activities of financial institutions and credit unions related to savings 
promotion raffles and recommend whether federally chartered financial institutions and credit unions should be 
authbrized to conduct a savings promotion raffle in the annual report to the Legislature sub1nitted on or before 
January 15, 2012. 

Committee Amend1nent "A 11 was not adopted. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-418) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee and replaces the bill. The amendment authorizes both 
state-chartered and federally chartered financial institutions and credit unions to conduct savings promotion raffles. 

The amendment amends the definition of "game of chance11 and "raffle11 to exclude a savings promotion raffle 
conducted by a state-chartered or federally chartered financial institution or credit union. The amendment defines 
11 savings promotion raffle11 as a promotion in which the sole consideration for winning is the deposit of a certain 
amount of money in a savings account or other savings program. The amendment requires that the savings account 
or other savings program provide interest at comparable rates to the account holder and allow an account holder 
access to the savings. The amendment limits a financial institution or credit union to two savings promotion raffles 

per year and caps the total atnount of designated prizes per pro1notion at $1,000. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pllblic Law 2009, chapter S99 authori~es stat~-chartered and federaUy chartered financial .institutions and credit 

Uni,ons to.~_o_~du_ct savi_ngs :promotion raff]_es by·arnending_the_-d6~nitio11s of_ "¥a!)l_e--Of.-chanc_~ 11 andHfliffie" to exclUde 

,a_-savin_~~- promotion ~~e. 'fhe law defines __ '..'_s~vin_gs _p1u111otiontaffle" as a pro~?tion-ID which the-s01e -.-.--· ____ --:-
Consid~~a~i?_n-for wronni~.is-the_ <l,eposit of_a ·certai_n amount of money_ in a_say~,igs' a~count_ ?t ~ther savi11gs program:: 
Theiaw requires that the savings account or other savings program provide inier~st atcomparable rates to the . .·. 
ac_cOuntholder _and allow.an account holder access to the savings. -The law also lim,its a_frn~cial.i~sti~tio_Il or_credit 
union to two savings promotion raffles per yeat_'- and cap~ the total amount of designated prizes per promotil?n at 
$1~ . . 

LD 1676 An Act To Protect Maine Citizens' Credit 

Sponsor(s) 

BARTLETT 

Committee Repott 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-392 

LD 1676 amends the Fair Credit Reporting Act to provide that, as long as minimum payments are made to the 
provider of necessary medical treatment, information regarding a debt owed for necessary medical treatment 

provided to a consumer whose income is under 4000/o of the federal poverty level, or to a person to whom that 
consumer has a legal obligation to provide support, may not be furnished to a credit repo1ting agency by a debt 
collector or by the medical entity that provided the necessary medical treatment. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-392) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It exempts from the definition of "consumer credit transaction 11 under the Maine 

Consumer Credit Code, an agreement to accept payments on debts for health care services without interest over time 
and requires that a health care provider disclose to a consumer any available payment arrangements, which, if 

offered, must enable the consumer to rehabilitate defaulted loans by meeting certain payment requirements. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Publi~I.,;,~ 2009, chapter si(j ~~e~pts an agreem~~tto ;,c~ept payfilent~~n debt~ for health care s~~i~~~ without -

in_t,erest 0V_er_-tin1e troril th_e_-de_finitiori' Of uconsumer credit tr~Sacti0n"-~def the 1\1¥me-c;onsumer credit Co_de. The 
law also requires that a health care provider disclose to a conslJmer any available payment '1JTIUlgements, which, if 
offered, must_~nable ihe consllll)er to rehabilitate defaulted loans by meeting certainyayment requirements. _ 

LD 1707 An Act To Clarify the Application of Certain Statutory Requirements to 

Foreclosures 

PUBLIC 476 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TREAT OTP-AM H-604 

This bill clarifies that the changes in the notice period for cure of defaults of mortgages made in Public Law 2009, 
chapter 402 apply to all residential mortgages. The bill applies the clarification retroactively to the date Public Law 

2009, chapter 402 took effect. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-604) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Part A of the amendment repeals the law allowing certain mortgages an exemption 

from the requirements for a notice to cure default of a mortgage. Part A clarifies that this change applies to any 
mortgage for which a notice to cure default has not been issued before the effective date of the bill. 

Part B of the amendment makes several changes to clarify Public Law 2009, chapter 402. It recognizes that a 
mortgage need not be recorded to be foreclosed in confonnance with Maine case law. It clarifies that the notice to 
cure default must include an itemization of the charges necessary to cure the default. It clarifies that the 
requirements for notice of foreclosure to tenants apply only to residential tenants, not commercial tenants. It clarifies 

that a residential tenant may not be evicted upon foreclosure except through the forcible entry and detainer process. 
It clarifies that the failure to provide a notice to residential tenants does not become a title defect. It extends the time 
for the copy of the foreclosure complaint or clerk's certificate to be filed with the registry of deeds in which the 
mortgage is recorded from 10 days to 60 days and the copy to be submitted to the municipal tax assessor from three 

days to 10 days after filing in the registry of deeds. The changes in Part Bare retroactive to June 15, 2009. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law2009,cbllpter 476, Part A repeals the statutory pr°'visiori allowing ce1tain mortgagesan exemption from 
[herequirements for a no~ce to. cure default of a Inortgag~. The law clarifies that this change applies to any 
µiortgagefor which a noiice to C\lre default has iiofbeen.issµed before the-effective date of ihe law. 

' ' ' ' --- - .. -

PartB of~blicLaw2009, c~apter 476makesseverafchangesto clarify Public Lawz009, ch~pt:r 402. It 

recognizes th~! _a mortgagene°'dnot be rec~rded to be foreclosed in confoI?'a!lce J>Vith Maine case]~;.,. It_ clarifies 
that the nciti.ce t~ mre default111ust includ~an itemiz~ti?,n of the charges necessary to l"cUre the default. n clarifies 
that_thereqfilrements for notice of foreclosure totenal"lts· apply only to residential tenants, not commercial tenants.It 

clarifies tb~t are.sic1e~tial/ena11tmay not be evicted upon foreclosure except tf1roughthe forcible e11try and detainer 
process, It clarifies that ihe faibire t? proyi?e a notice to residential te~antsdoes not become a title d~fect. It_ exten<js 
the_ tin1e forth.~ ~?PY of the foreclosure complaint or clerk's certificate to be filed .with the registry of deeds in which 
the lllortgage is recorded.from 10 days to 60 days _and the copy to be submitted to the municipal tax assessor from -
three•days.to 10 days after filing in the registryofdeeds.Jhe changes in Part B are retroactive to !une 15; 2009. 

Public Law 2009,_chapter 476was enaCtedas an emergen~y measureeffe~tiveMarch 8, 2010. 
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An Act To Expand the Opportunity for Persons To Acquire Health 
Care Coverage under the State's "Mini-COBRA" Program 

Sronsor(s) 

MAZUREK 

DAMON 

Com1nittee Repo1t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-747 

This bill modifies Maine's so-called mini-COBRA law to make persons permanently laid off from their employment 

eligible to 1naintain, at their expense, coverage under their former employer's group health plan. Currently, the law 

limits eligibility to persons who are temporarily laid off or who have a condition that makes them eligible for 
workers1 compensation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-747) 

Current law limits eligibility for Maine's so-called mini-COBRA law to persons who are temporarily laid off or who 

have a condition that makes them eligible for workers1 compensation. The bill modifies Maine's so-called 

mini-COBRA law to make persons permanently laid off from their employment eligible to maintain, at their 

expense, coverage under their former employer's group health plan. The amendment conditions the eligibility for 

those permanently laid off on the availability of a subsidy pursuant to federal law. 

Enacted Law Summary 

FlllTentl~wlimifs eligibility fo~Maine's so~c~Jledlllini,COBRA. law to persons who are temporarily !!lid off or who 
have a condition.that makes th~m eligible for workers' compensation. Pu.blic Law 2009, chapter 574 modifies 
Maine's so-called mini-COBRA law to make persons permanently laid off from their employment eligible to 

maint_ain, at their expe~e, ___ Cove~ge llJl?er th_e~:--~ormer empl0Yer1s-groqp he_alth-plan as Jorig_ as:-<l;_subsidy is filade 
available pursuant t!) fed"ral law for those permanentlylaid off employees. . . 

PUBLIC 574 

LD 1709 An Act To Enhance Public Awareness of Lyme Disease PUBLIC 494 

EMERGENCY 

Sronsor(s) 

LEGG 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-632 

Part A ofLD 1709 requires health insurance companies to provide coverage for long-term antibiotic therapy for 

patients with Lyme disease in all individual and group health insurance policies. The health insurance provisions 

apply to all policies issued or renewed on or after January I, 2011. 

Part B ofLD 1709 provides protection from a licensing disciplinary action for physicians that prescribe, administer 

or dispense long-term antibiotic therapy to patients with Lyme disease. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-632) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment does the following. 

I. It establishes the month of May as Lyme Disease Awareness Month. It also directs the Department of Health 

and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention to make appropriate information available to 

the public to improve education and awareness about the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease. 
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2. It clarifies the annual reporting require1nents on Lyme disease and other tick-borne illnesses to include 

infonnation on diagnosis as well as treatment. It also requires the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

to 1naintain a publicly accessible website to provide public awareness and education on Lyme disease and other 

tick-borne illnesses, including links to resources made available and recommended by the United States Department 

of Health and Human Services. 

3. It requires health insurers to report claims data related to Lyme disease diagnosis as well as treatment. 

4. It adds an emergency prea1nble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicL~w Z009, chapter 494. establishe~the month of May a,s Lyme Disea~e Awareness Month and directs the 
Departn;ent of Health and Buma11Services, ;Maine Center for DiseaseContr?land Prevention to make appropriate 
informati?:11 ayailable to the_ PubliC to improVe education and a\V~eness about the-prevention; diagrios_is and 
treatment of Lyme disease. 

;rhelaw clarlfies the ammal re~ortjng requjr6;,,ents on Lyme disease and. other tick:borne illnesses to include 
information ondiagnosis as welh1streatment .. The law requires the Mai~e Center for DiseaseControlan.d · .. 
Prevention to maintain.~ publicly accessible website to P]'QVide public awareness and educ~tion on Lymedise~e and. 
other tick-borne illnesses, including links to resomce~ made avru1able and recommended .by the .lJnited States 
Department of Health and Human Services. 
,_ - - -<- -_-. -

'fhe law also requires bealthinsur~rs to reportdai1ns data related to Lyfue disease, diagnosis .. Under current law, 
health insurers .are required to report claims data related to lreatmentfor Lyme.disease. 

Public Law2009, chapter 494 was enacted as an emergency measure effective February 24, 2010. 

LD 1768 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 285: Adjustment of 

Non-bank Mortgage Lender Fees To Fund Investigative and Legal 

Compliance Personnel, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of 

Professional and Financial Regulation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-710 

LD 1768 provides for legislative review of Chapter 285: Adjustment of Non-bank Mortgage Lender Fees To Fund 
Investigative and Legal Compliance Personnel, a major substantive rule of the Department of Professional and 

Financial Regulation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-710) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----------- -----

Re~olve 2009, chapt~r 17]authorizes fmal adoption ofChapter285: Adjustment ofNon,bank Mortgage Lender 
Fe.es To Fund Investigative and Legal Compliance Pers011nel, a major subs.tantive rule of the.Department of . 
Professional and Financial Regulation. 
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Resolve 2009, cha)lter 177 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 26, 2010. 

LD 1769 An Act To Extend Access to Federal Health Insurance Premium 

Assistance 

P&S39 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

TREAT 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-722 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 provided help to people who Jost their jobs from September 

I, 2008 to December 31, 2009 by paying 65% of their so-called COBRA health insurance coverage for a period of 

nine months from the time they were terminated. Public Law 2009, chapter 244, Part J provided a second election 

period for certain workers who had declined coverage referred to as Mini-COBRA coverage before the federal 

subsidies were available. The United States Congress recently passed an extension of the COBRA coverage 

provisions, extending the job termination date for eligibility for the subsidies from December 31, 2009 to February 

28, 2010 and the COBRA 65% assistance from nine months to 15 months. This bill extends the coverage period 

consistent with federal law for those workers who enrolled in Mini-COBRA during the second election period. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-722) 

This amendment clarifies the applicability of the notice requirement and recognizes the recent extension of the 

program enacted by Congress until March 31, 20 I 0. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P1iv.ate and Special Law 2009, chapter 39 recognizes the .extensions enacted by Congress for those unemployed 

worker~ eligiblefor afedenil subsidy for their Mini-COBRA health Iru;urance coverage .. The federal law, extended 

thejob termination eligibility date from Dec.embe.r 31, 2009 to March 31, 2010 and the coverage periodfor the 

federal subsidyfrom ~ine lllJ1J1thS to 1.5 mont~s. Private and Special Law2009, chapter 39 requires health ins~ers 
to provide notice qfthe exteru;io?*~nacted by Congress to certain ':orkers whose employment terminat<ld between .•. 

Septelllber 1, 2008 .and Mar.ch 31, 2010.and wh?~lectedto co11tin~e Mini-COBRA coverage and to.any employees 
y;hose employmentterminates after March 31, :io10 who are eligible for premium assistance. . ·. 
'.: - --;-:_- - - - - - - ,-, - - -- :- -

Rrivate and.SpecialJ.,aw 200~, chapter .39 was en~cted. as an emergency measure effective March 26,201 o: . 

LD 1773 An Act To Improve Dental Insurance Coverage for Maine Children 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ALFOND OTP-AM S-431 

LD 1773 requires health insurance policies, contracts and certificates that provide dental plans to provide coverage 

of dependent children from birth ifthe policyholder elects to participate in the dependent coverage plan. The 

provisions of this bill apply to all policies, contracts and certificates executed, delivered, issued for delivery, 

continued or renewed on or after January 1, 2011. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-431) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment requires dental insurance policies, contracts and certificates that 
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provide coverage of dependent children to allow the opportunity to enroll a dependent child in dental insurance 
coverage during the first 30 days of the child's life and during any open or annual enrollment period. The provisions 

of this ainendment apply to all policies, contracts and certificates executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued 
or renewed on or after January I, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ~h~pt~r5i8 ;.;,quires dental in~urauce policies, contr~cts and certificat~s that provide coverage of 
depen.d~nt children to allow, the opportu.nity to enro!La dependentchild in dental insurance coverage during the first 
30 days ofthe child's life and during any openor annual enrollment period. The provisions of the law apply to all 
policies, contracts arid _ceiiific'ates- executed, delivered,_ iSSti"ed fOr delive1y ~ cOntintied or renewed on or after Jfilt_uilry 
1, 2011. 

LD 1779 An Act To Prohibit Surcharges on the Use of Debit Cards 

Sponsor(s) 

TREAT 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

Maine law currently prohibits sellers from imposing a surcharge on the use of credit cards. LD 1779 extends this 

prohibition to the use of debit cards. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-448) 

This amendment repeals the prohibition on surcharges on the use of debit cards on February 15, 2011. It requires 
the Superintendent of Financial Institutions and the Superintendent of Consumer Credit Protection within the 
Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to examine the federal and state laws, regulations and rules 
governing fees and charges relating to debit and credit cards and submit a report containing their findings, including 
any reco1nrnendations regarding courses of action to achieve optimum transparency and consumer protection, to the 

joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over financial services matters no later than February 
15, 2011. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over financial services matters is 
authorized to report out a bill on the subject matter of this report to the First Regular Session of the !25th 
Legislature. Senate Amendment nA" was not adopted. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Maine law ~urrently prohibits seller~ from il1lposing a surchlu-ge on the use of credit cards. Public Law 2009, 
phapter618 extends this prohibitionto th~use of debit cards: . . 

LD 1819 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Advisory Council on 

Health Systems Development Relating to Payment Reform 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-485 

LD 1819 is submitted by the Joint Standing Committee on Insurance and Financial Services and implements the 
recommendations made by the Advisory Council on Health Systems Development related to payment reform. The 

bill requires the Advisory Council on Health Systems Developtnent to review and evaluate payment reform models 
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and requires the council to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health 

and human services matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over insurance 

and financial services matters no later than January 15, 2011. The bill also clarifies the intent of the Hospital and 

Health Care Provider Cooperation Act to apply to mergers of covered entities, which are defined as hospitals or 

health care providers. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-485) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment removes from the bill language limiting 

the scope of the Advisory Council on Health Systems Development's consultation with the Attorney General and the 

Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance for technical expertise. The amendment 

removes from the bill language authorizing a legislative committee to inttoduce a bill to the !25th Legislature. The 

amendment requires the Advisory Council on Health Systems Development to submit a preliminary report outlining 

suggested legfslation no later than December 1, 2010. The amendment also removes from the bill the provisions that 

make changes to the Hospital and Health Care Provider Cooperation Act. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-486) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The amendment adds two provisions to the bill to amend 

the process under the Hospital and Health Care Provider Cooperation Act. The amendment extends the time period 

for the Department of Health and Human Services to make a final decision on an application for a certificate of 

public advantage from 90 days to 120 days and adds a requirement that the department must hold a hearing on an 

application at the request of the Attorney General. 

The amendment removes from the bill language limiting the scope of the Advisory Council on Health Systems 

Develop1nent1s consultation with the Attorney General and the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, 

Bureau of Insurance for technical expertise. The amendment removes from the bill language authorizing a legislative 

committee to introduce a bill to the !25th Legislature. The amendment requires the Advisory Council on Health 

Systems Development to submit a preliminary report outlining suggested legislation no later than December 1, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "B 11 was not adopted. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La;Z009, ~hapter 6o9 requires theAdvisol')' Council onijealfu Systems Development to review and 

evaluat" paynientrefonn mo.dels and requires the council to ~eport to the joint stan.ding committee of tile Legisiati.rre 
having jurisdiction over h"altliand human seiyic!'smatters and thejointslllnding committee of the Legislature 

havi~gjurisdiction overinsurarce and financial services matters no.later than January 15, 2011. Th.e.Iaw requiresthe 

Advisory. Council on Health Systems Development to submit a preliminary report outlining, suggestedlegislation:no 

later.thall..Decemberl, 2010. 
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Enacted 

LD 1649 

LD 1673 

Enacted 

LD 1676 

LD 1779 

Enacted 

LD20 

LD425 

LD 1198 

LD 1498 

LD 1620 

LD 1708 

LD 1709 

LD 1769 

LD 1773 

Joint Standing Committee on Insurance and Financial Services 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Banking and Credit Unions 

Resolve, To Increase the Financial Stability of Low-income 
Families in Maine 

An Act To Allow a Maine-chartered Financial Institution To 
Conduct a Savings Promotion Raffle 

Consumer Credit 

An Act To Protect Maine Citizens' Credit 

An Act To Prohibit Surcharges on the Use of Debit Cards 

Insurance, Health 

An Act To Require Insurance Companies To Cover the Cost of 
Prosthetics Containing Microprocessors 

An Act To Require Private Insurance Coverage for Certain 
Services for Children with Disabilities 

An Act To Reform Insurance Coverage To Include Diagnosis and 
Treatment for Autism Spectrum Disorders 

An Act To Adopt a Drug Benefit Equity Law 

An Act To Protect Health Care Consumers from Catastrophic 

Debt 

An Act To Expand the Opportunity for Persons To Acquire 
Health Care Coverage under the State's "Mini-COBRA" 
Program 

An Act To Enhance Public Awareness of Lyme Disease 

An Act To Extend Access to Federal Health Insurance Premium 
Assistance 

An Act To Improve Dental Insurance Coverage for Maine 
Children 

162 

RESOLVE 156 

PUBLIC 599 

PUBLIC 526 

PUBLIC 618 

PUBLIC 603 

PUBLIC 634 

PUBLIC 635 

PUBLIC 519 

PUBLIC 588 

PUBLIC 574 

PUBLIC 494 
EMERGENCY 

P&S39 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 578 



LD 1819 

Not Enacted 

LD257 

LD 1059 

LD 1365 

LD 1653 

Enacted 

LD 1510 

LD 1523 

Not Enacted 

LD 1621 

Enacted 

LD 1618 

LD 1707 

LD 1768 

Enacted 

LD 1619 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Advisory 
Council on Health Systems Development Relating to Payment 
Reform 

An Act To Establish the Health Technology Clinical Committee 

Resolve, To Enhance Health Care for Direct Care Workers 

An Act To Establish a Single-payer Health Care System 

An Act To Improve Health Insurance Security 

Insurance, Regulation and Practices 

An Act To Maintain Compliance of Maine's Insurance Laws with 
National Standards 

An Act To Make Corrections to the Life Settlement Laws 

An Act To Increase Consumer Choice Regarding Service 
Contracts 

Mortgage Lending 

An Act To Amend the Loan Originator Registration Laws 

An Act To Clarify the Application of Certain Statutory 
Requirements to Foreclosures 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 285: 
Adjustment of Non-bank Mortgage Lender Fees To Fund 
Investigative and I,egal Compliance Personnel, a Major 
Substantive Rule of the Department of Professional and Financial 
Regulation 

Securities 

An Act To Facilitate Uniformity Regarding Exemption from 
Registration of Certain Securities Offerings 
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ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

PUBLIC 511 

PUBLIC 597 

LEAVE TO 
WITHDRAW 

PUBLIC497 

PUBLIC 476 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE177 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 500 
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LD 1548 

Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

Resolve, To Prevent the Spread oflnvasive Plants and Protect Maine's 
Lakes 

Sponsor(s) 

EBERLE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-724 

H-757 EBERLE 

RESOLVE203 
EMERGENCY 

LD 1548 prohibits the Commissioner oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife from issuing a permit to a bass club to 

conduct a bass tournament on a water body that has a confirmed infestation of an invasive aquatic plant. The bill 
also prohibits the use of a tank truck to withdraw or transport water from a water body that has a confirmed 
infestation of an invasive aquatic plant if the water is to be used in a pool or pond or for irrigation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve that does the following. 

1. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department oflnland Fisheties and Wildlife to 
review all lakes in the State with known infestations of aquatic invasive plant species to determine the type, extent 

and location of each infestation and its proximity to boat access points and to gather other data about general use of 
those access points and the extent of local involvement. It also requires the departments to collaborate with lake 
associations and user groups to identify private boat ramps on lakes infested with aquatic invasive plant species. 

2. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection to collect infonnation on the types and extent of surface 

water extraction and review surface water extraction activities to detennine in each case if an informational letter to 
the extractor regarding the spread of aquatic invasive plant species is necessary to prevent the introduction or spread 
of an aquatic invasive plant species through the surface water extraction process. 

3. It provides that the Department of Enviromnental Protection and the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
must work coopeq1tively to increase the effectiveness of educational and outreach efforts. 

4. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife to 

report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters and the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters and the 
lnteragency Task Force on Invasive Aquatic Plants and Nuisance Species by January 2, 2011 on matters contained in 

this resolve and to report on any new aquatic invasive plant species infestations identified. 

5. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife to 
facilitate the continued work of an aquatic invasive plant species working group. The working group must continue 
its work exploring initiatives related to aquatic invasive plant species and collaborate with the Interagency Task 
Force on Invasive Aquatic Plants and Nuisance Species. 

6. It gives the joint standing committee of the Legislature havingjutisdiction over natural resources matters and the 

joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters authority to 
each submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature pertaining to matters contained in the report. 

7. It provides that the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
must meet the requirements in the resolve within existing resources but authorizes those departments to accept 
outside funding for purposes of the resolve. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-757) 

This amendment removes the authority of the joint standing con1mittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
inland fisheries and wildlife matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
natural resources matters to submit bills to the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature pertaining to matters 

contained in the report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 203 does the following: 

L Directs the DeP~rtinenfofEnviroiunentalProtection and thepepartment oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife to 
review all lakes in .the Stale wi(h known infestations of aquatic invasive plant sped~s to determine the ty~e; extent 
and location of each infestation and. its proximity to boat. access points ~d to gather other data about general ~se of 
those access points and the extent oflocal involvement. .It also directs the departments to collaborate with lake 
asso.ciationS:and user·gro~ps t9 i~ntify private .boai·:ra1np~-_ 9p1.lkes mfested __ witli-aqUatic irivaSive_plant Sp_eCies; 

2. Directs.the Departme~tofEnviroIJ.Illental Protection to collect information on the types and extent of surfuce 

,wa_t_9r _ex,tractioif-~nd reyiew s~ace Wftter _e~ti_oll __ :activ_iti_~_S, -tO determitl~ in_ each'_c~e if an_ informati_otral 1enei: to 
the extractor.resa'.~ing th°: spread of aquatic foyasive plant species is neces,sary to prevent the introduction or spread 
pr a~ aquatic __ invasive 'plant_ sp_ecies.t_hrough_the· surface water_ extraction proceSs; 

3. J?irects the Department of Enviromnental Prritection and the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife to work 
Coop6rativei)r to incteas~-fue·-errectivenes_S-Qf_educatiOrial--Wid O-Utreach efforts; 

4. Directs the Department ofEnviroruriental Protection and the J)~pa1tme!lt.ofJnland Fisheries and Wildlife to 
report to the joint_s~anding c'!mmittee of the-LCgi_Slatui·e:hri\ringjudsdictiori ovef'natural_ resourCes_ matt,ers and the 
joint standing connnittee of the Legislature h~vingj~isdiction ovednlandfisheries and wildlife matters and the 
lnteragen0yTaskForce on 1nvasive Aquatic Plants and Nuisance Species by January 2, 2011 on matters containedfo; 
_thi9_re~olve and ~o--r_ep9If_On ariy- neWaqllatic invasive planfspeciesJnfe_stati_(jlls ideritifiea; · 

:,·,-_ --- ----- - -- -'-'. __ - - -_ ---- ------ _ _._-. - ._-: - -· 
,. ,' ___ , --

5. Dlr~cts theDepartfilent ofEnvircinmentalProtection an<\the Dep'\'tment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlifet9 •• 
facilitate :(h• continu~d wor~ ~f~aquatic invasive plant spe~ies worJ<ing group. The working group shall continue 
its work~>:plqrip.g initi~tives related to aquaticinvasiveplant species and c;ollaborate with thelnteragency Task 
Force ,o.n lpvasive·Aqllatic Pla,n~_s.and Nuisaitc~_Spec_i~s; and: 

; ' ' ' - - --:-_ - - --. _-- -- - ----- - -- ' ' .- :-____ -- -->_ ', - -:_/"' -- :_-
6. Provides t.hat the Departme~t ofE.nvironmentalProtectfon and the Department oflriland.Fisheries and Wildlife 
must _W_e~itlie-requ~efficirtts h~_ihe re~-~l_~~ _withln_ exiS~ffig ;esour~_es but-~UihOrizeS thOse--d_cip~ents tO aCC~pt 
outside funding forpurposes•oftlie resolve. . . . 

Resolve 2009; chapter 203 was finally passed as an ell1ergencyJ1leas~re effectiv.~. e April 6, 2. oio. 
' --- ----- -- --- - ---- - -- -- _. ,_;_ - ·--- '- - - - -- ---- - -- ' --- - - -

LD 1549 An Act To Allow Deer Hunting in Owls Head during Firearms Season 

with Shotguns Only 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 
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Amendments Adopted 
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REPORT 



Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

LD 1549 restricted deer hunting to shotguns only during the fireanns season on deer in the mainland portion of the 

Town of Owls Head and on Sheep Island. 

LD 1614 An Act To Prohibit the Use of Personal Watercraft on Wilson Pond 

Sponsor(s) 

JOHNSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill adds Lower Wilson Pond and Upper Wilson Pond in Piscataquis County to the list of bodies of water on 

which a person is prohibited from operating personal watercraft. 

LD 1650 An Act To Amend Provisions of Certain Laws Relating to Fish and 
Wildlife 

PUBLIC550 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

BRYANTB OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-774 CLARKH 

S-388 

S-452 BRYANTB 

LD 1650 authorizes hunters to use dogs to hunt wild turkey during the fall season. It also corrects references from 

assistant game wardens to deputy game wardens. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-388) 

This amendment changes the current night hunting season on coyotes, which runs from December 16th to June 1st, 

to December 16th to August 31st. It also make permanent a temporary provision oflaw that allows a person to train 

up to 6 dogs at a time on bear, expands the time such trainings can occur by one month and requires a person 

training dogs on wildlife to have a valid hunting license. The amendment prohibits fishing from the fishways at the 

Chain of Ponds Dam in Chain of Ponds Township in Franklin County and Long Pond Dam in Seven Ponds 

Township in Franklin County. 

Senate Amendment "B" (S-452) 

This amendment increases from four to six the number of dogs a person may use at any one time to hunt bear. 

House Amendment "A" (H-774) 

This amendment amends the law prohibiting the corruption of drinking water by clarifying that a hunter may place a 

carcass on the ice for pu1poses of coyote hunting. It also exempts coyotes from the waste of game prohibition. The 

amendment specifies that, except as otherwise provided in a rule adopted by the Department of Inland Fisheries and 

Wildlife that is specific to a particular body of water in the State, the open water fishing season for 20 I 0 begins on 

the effective date of the bill. The amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pubijc Law 2009, chapter 550 dC>es the follm"lng: 
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Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

L It authorizes hunters to use dogs to hunt wild turkey during the fall tmkey season and c01Tects references from 
~sistant g:ame:wardens to deputy ga1n·e wardens; 

2. It changesthe CW'fent night hunting season on coyotes, whi.ch runs from December 16th to June 1st, to December 

16th to August 31st; 

3. It makes permanent a temporary provision oflaw that allows a person to train up to 6 dogs at a time on bear, 

e!Cpands,_the -~ime such trainings can occur by one month and requires a person training dogs on wildlife to have a 
vafid hunting license; 

. . 
4; It pnihibits fishing from the Jishways at the Chain of Ponds Dam in Chaill of Ponds Township in FrankHn County 
and Long pond Dam in Seven Ponds Township in Franklin County; 

·S. Ii increases· :fr0m 4 to 6 the nurilber of dogs a person Inay use af any one time to hunt bear; 

6.Jt amends the law prohibiting the conuption of drinking water by clarifying that a hunter may place a carcass on 

the ice for purposes of coyote hunting; 

J.: It exempts coyotes from the waste of game prohibition; 

8. It specifies that, except as otherwise provided in a rule adopted by the Depattment of Inland Fisheries ru1d 

Wildille that is specific. to a particular body of water in the Staie, the open water fishing season for 2010 begins on 

)'vfa1'ch25, 2010: 

Publiclaw 2009, chapter 550 was enacted as an emergency measure effective on March 25, 2010. 

LD 1651 An Act To Clarify and Amend Laws Pertaining to Licenses Issued by 

the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1651 corrects an inconsistency in the fishing license laws resulting from recent fee increases. It clarifies the 

reporting requirements for agents in order to avoid delinquencies with seasonal agents, and it improves the privacy 

of Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife customers. This bill also allows a person who is eligible for a senior 

lifetime hunting and fishing license to obtain it at any time in the calendar year that person turns 70 years of age and 

makes it clear that it includes all stamps, permits and other related permissions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-407) 

This amendment designates e-mail addresses received by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife through its 

online licensing and registration service as confidential and make those e-mails confidential retroactive to January 1, 

2009. The amendment also provides that a person who obtained e-mail addresses from the departrnenfs online 

licensing and registration service through a request under the freedom of access laws between January 1, 2009 and 

August 1, 2010 may not distribute or use those e-mail addresses for solicitation, communication or notification 

purposes. It provides that violations of that provision are civil violations for which a fine of not less than $500 or 

more than $1,000 may be adjudged. This amendment also removes the phrase "is entitled to" as proposed in the bill, 

retaining the phrase 0 may obtain11 from current law regarding senior lifetime licenses to clarify that licenses and 

pennits issued by the department are a privilege and not a right 
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Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

Senate Amendment 11 B" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-473) 

This amendment provides that e-mail addresses provided to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife by its 
customers through its online licensing and registration system are public records unless a customer indicates at the 

time of the online transaction that the customer's e-mail address is confidential. It also provides that an e-1nail 
address provided to the department by a customer through its online licensing and registration system before April 2, 
2010 that was obtained by a person through a request for information may not be used for solicitation, 
co1nmunication or notification purposes and that a violation of this provision is a civil violation for which a fine of 

not less than $500 or more than $1,000 may be adjudged. 

LD 1689 An Act To Increase Payments to Agents Who Provide Tags for Wild 

Game 

Soonsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHATZ ONTP 

LD 1689 increases the fee that an agent collects from a person registering a bear, deer, moose or wild turkey from $5 
to $7, and allows the agent to retain the additional $2. 

ONTP 

LD 1723 An Act To Allow the Electronic Registration of Big Game Animals DIED BETWEEN 

HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1723 authorizes the electronic registration of big ga1ne animals and requires the Commissioner of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife to adopt rules to establish and maintain an online system to allow a person to register a 
moose, deer, bear or wild turkey electronically. 
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Not Enacted 

LD 1689 

Not Enacted 

LD 1536 

Enacted 

LD 1519 

Not Enacted 

LD 807 

LD 1508 

Not Enacted 

LD 1549 

Enacted 

LD 1548 

Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Agents 

An Act To Increase Payments to Agents Who Provide Tags for 
Wild Game 

All-terrain Vehicles 

An Act To Amend the Standards by Which Game Wardens May 
Stop All-terrain Vehicles when Operating on Private Property 

Dogs and Dog Training 

An Act To Ensure Search and Rescue Dogs Are Afforded Access 
to Public Accommodations without an Extra Charge 

Fish and Fishing 

An Act To Improve and Promote Maine's Landlocked Salmon 
Resources 

Resolve, Directing the Department oflnland Fisheries and 
Wildlife To Adopt Rules Clarifying Fish Stocking Decisions 

Hunting 

An Act To Allow Deer Hunting in Owls Head during Firearms 
Season with Shotguns Only 

Invasive Aquatic Plants 

Resolve, To Prevent the Spread of Invasive Plants and Protect 
Maine's Lakes 

Licenses and Permits 
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REPORT 
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Not Enacted 

LD 1509 

Enacted 

LD 1650 

Not Enacted 

LD 1651 

Not Enacted 

LD 1723 

Not Enacted 

LD 1614 

An Act To Amend the Current Moose Permit System and 
Preference Point System in Maine 

Omnibus 

An Act To Amend Provisions of Certain Laws Relating to Fish 
and Wildlife 

An Act To Clarify and Amend Laws Pertaining to Licenses 
Issued by the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife 

Registration 

An Act To Allow the Electronic Registration of Big Game 
Animals 

Watercraft 

An Act To Prohibit the Use of Personal Watercraft on Wilson 
Pond 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

LD 445 An Act To Improve Tribal-State Relations 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-714 

This bill was catTied over fro1n the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill expressly provides that the law authorizing public agencies to enter interlocal agreements includes the 

Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot Nation, the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians and the Aroostook Band of 

Mic1nacs or any of their political subdivisions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~516) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It provides for a seat for a representative of the Houlton Band ofMaliseet Indians 

in the House of Representatives. It also establishes compensation at the same level as being proposed for the 

Passamaquoddy Representative and the Penobscot Representative in LD 1428 (State and Local Government 

Committee). The changes take effect in time for the convening of the !25th Legislature in December 2010. The 

amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 445 was recommitted to the Judiciaty Committee and carried over pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. This 

Committee Amendment was initially adopted during the First Regular Session, but was replaced by Committee 

Amendment 11B 11 in the Second Regular Session. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-714) 

This amendment replaces the bill. 

Part A of this amendment makes statutory changes necessary to include a representative of the Houlton Band of 

Maliseet Indians in the Maine House of Representatives beginning with the Second Regular Session of the 

!25th Legislature in January 2012. 

Part B ofthis amendment adds a 714-acre parcel of land located in a portion of the unorganized territory known 

as Argyle East Parcel in Penobscot County to the Penobscot Indian Reservation. 

Part C of this amendment addresses the process of developing the budget for the Maine Indian Tribal-State 

Commission. 

Part D of this amendment clarifies that the laws specifically addressing interlocal cooperation agreements 

expressly include the federally recognized Indian tribes of the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P;,blic La~ 2009, chapte~ 636 is divided i;,to four p~. 
'·· . ·.. .. 

P~rt A makes stanitory changes necessary to i1!clude al'epresentative ~f the ll.o~lt011J3and of Maliseetindiaris in the 
Maine Ho us~ ofReprese1!tativesbegiruling with tll!'. Second Regu1ar Session of the 125th Legislature in January 
2012 .. It adds the Represe!ltative QftheHoultonBand ofMalisee!Indiansto.the compensation language for 

members of the Hoµse of Representatives. . 
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Pait B adds a 714-acre p-.r~~i ~f land loc~t~d in a p~rti~;, ~fthe u;,org-.nized teiritory known as kgy\e East p_;.;;~1. 
in Penobscot County to the Penobscot Indian Reservation. This provision takes effect only if ~pproved by the 
Penobscot Nation and certification of the approval is received by the Secretary of State within 90 days of the 

adjournment of the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislatme. 

Part C addresses the process of developing the budgetforthe Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission. These 

changes to .the Maine Implementing Act take effect only if approved by the Houlton B.and ofMaliseet Indians, the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe and. the Penobscot Nation and certification of the approval is received by the Secretary of 
Sfatewithin90 days of the adjomnment of the Second Regular Session of the 124thLegislature. 

Part D clarifies that the laws specifically addressing interlocal cooperation .agreements expressly include the 
federally recognized Indian tribes of thePassamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation. The Passamaquoddy 
Tribe and the Penobscot Nation and their political subdivisions may participate in the activities authorized under 

those laws as pruties to such agreements .. Part D also clarifies that those laws do not apply to and do not affect any 
agreementto which a federally recognized Indian tribe is a paity if the agreement has not been entered into under the 

authority of those laws. 

LD529 An Act To Create a Traffic Court 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over fro111 the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to move the Violations Bureau from the District Court of the Judicial Branch to the office of 

the Secretary of State. 

LD 1256 An Act To Provide Protections for Consumers Subject to Mandatory 

Arbitration Clauses 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

· Amendments Adopted 

H-715 

This bil1 was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053 

This bill prohibits predispute n1andatory binding arbitration clauses in consun1er contracts. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-715) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It amends the current law concerning consumer arbitration agreements by 
repealing the existing requirement that arbitration providers that provide arbitration services related to credit or 

loans for personal, family or household purposes report to the Superintendent of Consu1ner Credit Protection within 
the Depa1iment of Professional and Financial Regulation. Instead, providers of arbitration services are required to 
make available information about consumer arbitrations occurring in this State. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~ Law 2009, chapter 572 amends the laws concerning consnmer arbltratiOns. It provides that a consnme( 

arbitration agreement not allowed u.nder federal .faw is void and unenforceable. The. narrow reporting requirement 

forC~itaiil areas_: or consumer ai;b~~~tio~s is-repealed,-:arid chap_tef-512-!equii:es au p~Ovi4eis-of aibitratiOn ·se[Yices 1n 
Maine to make available detailed information abourconsnmer arbitrations and their outcomes; The information 

must be posted pnpublicly accessible websites,l1.11d the Officeof the Attorney General 11otified abcmtthe websites. 

LD 1289 An Act To Enact the Uniform Debt Management Services Act 

Sponsor(s) 

GOODE 

ALFOND 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill repeals the existing law governing debt 1nanage1nent services and enacts in its stead the Uniforni Debt 

Managen1ent Services Act. 

LD 1378 An Act To Adopt Portions of the Uniform Mediation Act 

Sponsor(s) 

WAGNERR 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was cruried over from the First Regular Session pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. I 053. 

The purpose of this bill is to encourage parties involved in 1nediation to communicate openly, and to protect the 

confidentiality of participants in the mediation process. This bill adopts those po1tions of the Uniform Mediation 

Act, as adopted by the National Conference of Co1nrnissioners on Uniform State Lavvs, that: 

1. Establish privileges for 1nediation communication regarding disclosure, admissibility and discovery; 

2. Authorize exceptions and waivers to the established privileges; 

3. Specifically prohibit and permit various com1nunications by a tnediator; and 

4. Establish the confidentiality of1nediation co1nmunications. 

See Maine Rules of Evidence, Rule 408 and Rule 514. 
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An Act To Remove the Age Limit Governing When a Court Must 

Consider the Wishes of a Child in a Proceeding for the Termination of 

Parental Rights 

Sponsor(s) 

WHEELER 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill removes the age limit governing when a court must consider the wishes of a child in a proceeding for the 
termination of parental rights. Current law requires a court to consider the wishes of a child 12 years of age or older 
in such a proceeding. 

See LD 1623. 

ONTP 

LD 1537 Resolve, Directing the Maine Human Rights Commission To Report on 

Improvements 

RESOLVE 178 

Sponsor(s) 

BLODGETT 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-662 

S-457 BLISS 

This bill shortens from two years to one year the period within which the Maine Human Rights Commission must 
conclude an investigation of a complaint. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-662) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Maine Human Rights Commission to report on case 
processing revisions, both planned and implemented, as well as recommendations for legislative action to reduce the 

time to complete investigations. The estimated costs must be included in the report. The joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters may report out a bill to the First Regular Session of the 
125th Legislature concerning the recommendations contained in the report. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-457) 

This amendment removes authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

judiciary matters to submit legislation to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 178 directs. the Maine Human lights CoDlll1ission to report on caseprocessllig ~evision.s,both .. 
planned and implemented, as weU as ~ecommendations forlegislative action to reduce tile timetocomplete 
investigations. The estimated costs must beincluded in the rep01t. 
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LD 1550 An Act To Promote Opportunity for Workers in the Maine Woods 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill allows in civil court procedure an exemption from attachment and execution for professional logging 

implements, similar to the exemption already allowed for farm implements and fishing boats for persons employed 

in commercial farming and fishing. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pubfic Law 2009, chapter 532 allowsin civil court procedure an exemption from attaclnnentand execution f()r 

prof.,ssionallogging implements; similar to the. exeD1ption already. allowed for farm impleil}ents and fishing boats.for.· 
persons employed in commercial farming and fishing. . . 

PUBLIC 532 

LD 1551 Resolve, Directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee To Examine 

Issues Related to Communications of Members of Public Bodies 

RESOLVE171 

Sponsor(s) 

DOSTIE 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-704 

This bill amends the law governing access to public records and proceedings. This bill: 

1. Provides definitions of 11 electronic mail," "group electronic mail" and "substantive matter11
; 

2. Prohibits a member of a public body from knowingly sending a group electronic mail to a quorum of the members 

of that body regarding a substantive matter that is before the body; 

3. Prohibits a member of a public body from directly or through an inte1mediary communicating that a majority of 

that body is in agreement regarding a substantive matter that is before the body to interested persons who are not 

members of the body; 

4. Specifies that 11public records11 includes electronic mail that is sent by a member of a public body to a quorum of 

members of that same body regarding a substantive matter that is before the body; and 

5. Requires that if a member of a public body sends electronic mail to a quorum of members of that same body 

regarding a substantive matter that is before the body, the electronic mail must be printed and made available to the 

public at the next public meeting before the body takes a vote on that matter. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-704) 

This an1endment replaces the bill and changes it to a resolve. 

This amendment directs the Right To Know Advisory Committee to examine and make recommendations on the 

issues concerning the use of communication technologies, penalties for violations of the freedom of access laws and 

access to partisan caucuses. The Right To Know Advisory Committee shall include its recommendations in its 
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annual report due January 15, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 171 directs the Right To Know Advisory Committe~ to examine and ~ake recommendations 
on _tlie f6UoWiO.g isSues: 

L How the ,treedomof acc;:ess laws can appropriately address the u.se of communication technologi~s, both existing ·. 
and those to be developed in the future, to ensure that decisions are made in proceedings that are open and accessible 
to the public; 

2. If penalties for violations ofthe freedom of access laws should be revised, includitig consideration of 

criminalizing violations and making the individual who violates the laws responsible for the penalfy, rather than the 
governlliental entity; and 

3. If partisan partY caucuses should be specifically ~xcluded from the definition of"pu!ilic proceedings." 

The Right To Know Advisory Committee shall include its recommendations in its annual report due January 15, 

2011. 

LD 1574 An Act To Amend the Rights and Liabilities of the Supervising 

Physician of a Physician Assistant 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CAREY 
SULLIVAN 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

H-732 

H-755 PRIEST 

This bill amends the rights and liabilities of military force members to extend civil and criminal immunity to the 
supervisory physician of a physician assistant regardless of the duty status of the supervisory physician. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-732) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. 

This amendment replaces the bill, but retains the intent to immunize and provide for the defense of the physician 
who supervises a physician assistant who is on active state service in the performance of the physician assistanfs 

duties. Current law applies to the supervising physician only ifthe supervising physician is on active state service. 
This amendment provides the same protection when the supervising physician is not on active state service, but the 
physician assistant is on active state service in the performance of the physician assistanfs duty. This amendment 
applies to osteopathic and allopathic physicians who are the supervising physicians of physician assistants. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-755) 

Committee Amendment 11A 11 provides protection from liability to the supervising physician of a physician assistant 
when the physician assistant is on active state service in the performance of the physician assistant's duty even when 

the supervising physician is not on active state service. This amendment limits this protection from liability 
provided a supervising physician in Committee Amendment 11A11 to acts of the physician assistant when the 
physician assistant is providing services to individuals not on active state service. 

Enacted Law Summary 

.Public Law 2009, chapter 587 provides protectionfrom. liabil.ity,tOthe supervisi. ng physi~ian o.f a physlcifili as ... sistant 
- - - - --
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~he~~fu~:physiCi~ aSsi~t~tis oil activ~ ~t8.te service-·~ ih~ i>erlOmance ·?f th·e phJ~ic-ian a~sistant's <l~cy_--~~en ;hen . 
the supervising physician is not on active state service. The supervising physician is protected from liability based 

on acts of the ph§Sician assistarit when the physician assiStant is prqvidi:Og sezyice ~o. individuals -not on active stat~ 
service._ 

LD 1580 An Act To Replace the Maine Limited Liability Company Act 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-819 

This bill directs the Secretary of State to prepare draft legislation revising the laws governing limited liability 

companies. The draft must be submitted by January 15, 2011 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over judiciary matters, Which may report out legislation based on the draft. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-819) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It repeals the existing Maine Limited Liability Company Act, currently the Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 31, chapter 13, and replaces it with a new Maine Limited Liability Company Act. The 
Committee Amendment Summary contains a detailed explanation of the new limited liability company act and how 
it differs from the provisions of the predecessor Act. Information contained in the summary is consistent with 
information that would be provided in comments that are part of a uniform act. 

Part B of this amendment corrects cross-references. 

This Act takes effect July I, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summaty 

Public La~2009, chapter6Z9 repeals the e>fistiug lvlal~e Lilllited Liability Company Act, currentlythe Main~ 
ReyfaedStarutes, Title 31,chapter.13; and replaces it.with linew Maine Limited Liability Company Act The 

CoIDJ11it!ee Alne1ulment Summarypontalns a detailed ~xplanation of the new lirnite.d liability company act and how 
it differs £rom the provisious of the predepessor Ac~; Information contained i11 the sununaty is consistent with 
information that would be pr()".ided .in conunent~ that are part of a uniform act 

. . 
Public Law 2009, chapter 629 takes effect July 1;2011. 

LD 1622 An Act To Make Technical Changes to the Laws Governing the Practice 

of Law 

Sponsor(s) 

PRIEST 
BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

The statute prohibiting the practice of law by persons not licensed in this State is currently in conflict with Rule 5 .5 

of the Maine Rules of Professional Conduct adopted by the Supreme Judicial Court in August 2009. This bill 
eliminates that conflict by providing that practice by an attorney licensed by another jurisdiction in the United States 

does not violate the unlicensed practice statute as long as that practice conforms to the require1nents of Rule 5.5. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

]'ublic Law 2009, chapter 480 updates the .statute governing the practice of law by perso~s not licensed in this State 

to be consistentwith Rule 5.5 of the Maine Rules of Professional Conductadopte4by the Supreme Judicial Court in 

August 2009. 

LD 1623 An Act To Expand Options in Child Protection Proceedings for 

Children in Foster Care 

PUBLIC 557 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BRYANTM OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 
H-706 

This bill adopts federal law requirements to clarify that all in-state and out-of-state placements must be 

considered to provide a child with all possible permanency options and that the rights of the child must be 

respected through providing accommodations that will allow the child to state the child's wishes directly to the 

court. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-706) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. This amendment changes and clarifies the title of the bill 

and strikes the bill language and amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 4005, subsection 3; section 

4038-B, subsection 5; and section 4055, subsection 3 to ensure that the wishes of the child are considered by the 

court in a manner appropriate to the age of the child in child protection matters. 

The bill is amended to comply with the federal Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997, 42 United States Code, 

Section 675(5)(C); 45 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1355.20; and the United States Social Security Act, 

Title IV-E to clarify that all in-state and out-of-stat.e placements must be considered to provide children who are 

placed in foster care with all possible permanency options. 

In addition, the law refening to the licensing of foster homes, Title 22, section 8101, subsection 1, is amended to 

clarify language defining the type ofho1ne that can be licensed as a foster home so that relatives are included among 

those families that may hold a license and receive the full benefits of Ii censure. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 557 ame1;dsthe chiiap~ptectirinia,;;~ to complywiththefedernilawsaJ1dreg~lations i6 
clarifyl:h"ctall in.-sfute~~ out-o~-state placell'.entsmust be considered tpproyide children wh~ are placed In foste? 

care with allpossibleperrnane~CJ' options. Chapter557 ensur~s thatthe \Vishes ofl:he child are C()nsidered by the .... 
court.U, a manner appropriate loJhe age of the child in child protection matters. Inaddi(ion, the lm.v;referring to the< 

licensmg offoster h()llles isianlended t0 clarify langl13ge defiling the type ofh~me that CaJ1 he licensed as a foster 

home sp th.at relatives. are .included. rupong those frupilies thatmay hold a license. and ~eceive the Jiill ]lenefits of 
licensllre;'. 
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LD 1624 An Act To Ensure Rights to Children for Caretaker Relatives 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY A ONTP 

Current law authorizes grandparents to petition for visitation rights to their grandchildren under certain specified 

conditions. This bill extends the laws governing grandparent visitation to apply to aunts, uncles, spouses of aunts 

and uncles, siblings and spouses of grandparents. This bill also establishes a presumption that a sufficient existing 

relationship exists between a child and a relative if the child has been left in the care and custody of the relative for 

18 months or more. 

LD 1625 An Act To Establish a Policy of Communication and Consultation on 
Issues Affecting Tribal Communities of the Passamaquoddy Tribe 

Sponsor(s) 

SOCTOMAH 

RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires every state agency to adopt a policy of communication and consultation with the Passa1naquoddy 

Tribe to provide for meaningful and timely input by the Passamaquoddy tribal government into the development of 

legislation, rules and policies on matters that significantly or uniquely affect the Passamaquoddy tribal community 

before the agency may propose, adopt or implement legislation, rules or policies that may materially affect the 

Passamaquoddy tribal community. 

See Executive Order 06 FY 10/11, An Order to Promote Effective Communication Between the State of Maine and 

the Native American Tribes Located Within the State of Maine. 

LD 1710 An Act Concerning Litigation Brought by the Attorney General To 
Enforce Provisions of the Forest Practices Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PRIEST OTP-AM H-682 

This bill allows the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry to recover court costs when an action or 

proceeding brought by the Attorney General on the bureau's behalf prevails, with the costs to be deposited in the 

General Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-682) 

This amendment replaces the bill, but retains the bill's original intent to allow the Attorney General or the agency it 

represents to collect reasonable attorney1s fees and other costs of litigation for enforcement actions under laws 

regulating forest practices. This amend1nent provides that the court has discretion to award costs to the State if the 

State prevails and the defendant's defense is not substantially justified. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public La'w 2009, chapter 536gives tb~ court discretion to award I'easonable attorney's fees .riid other costs to tbe .. 
A~~T11:)f_ General of the age_n;c)riifrepfesen_ts for enfo1:cement a:~tions u~der laws regµlat_ing-fores{ pr~cticeS-When the< 
State prevails and the defendant's.defense is not substantiallyjustified. . . 

LD 1714 An Act To Protect Information Maintained by Registers of Deeds 

Sponsor(s) 

TREAT 
GOODALL 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that records maintained by registers of deeds are not considered public records for the purposes of 
the freedom of access laws in order to clarify that public access to those records is governed by the laws relating to 

those registers. 

See LD 1554, reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government. 

LD 1722 An Act To Strengthen Protection from Abuse and Protection from 

Harassment Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-705 

This bill allows printed copies of electronically transmitted protection from harassment and protection from abuse 

orders to be served on individuals and allows a formal report of the service of such an order to be transmitted 
electronically. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-705) 

This amendment replaces the bill but carries out the original intent to facilitate the proper and timely service of 

protection from harassment and protection from abuse orders. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 555 ;tllows tb~ servic~ of temporary onlers fill<l~nal protection orders v.;hen.tbe:c;rlginal 
court ()'.ders have been ele9tronically tr~~niltted directly from the court iss11irig.tbe order to the authorized law . 
enforcement.agency or .correctional facility making the. se1yice. 

~hapter 555 .ensuresth~ta perso~sJrvedwi~anelec~~icallytrans.mitted•orderhas. an OPP?rmllity in.a prosecuti6;, · 

for. violating the order to exercise tbe righho c?J1f'rontation v.;ith j'egard to the law enforce~ent officer \V~o served 
the:·_o~·de~ -or the chief achninistfatiYe-officer{oi:-_ tlie chi_ef ad_ministratiye o~cer'~ d~siglle~~,oft}1e-coITe_c~i~_nal_ f~~ilitY,: 
that .served the order. 
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LD 1738 An Act To Establish a Duty To Report Serious Injuries ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

MCLEOD 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires a person who observes that another person has received a serious injury to immediately report that 

injury to and request first aid by the quickest means of communication available from a police department, 

emergency dispatch center, licensed medical facility or licensed medical provider. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-733) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee and replaces the bill. It creates a new civil violation 

focused on the knowing or intentional failure to report and request first aid for another person who has suffered 

serious bodily injury. The duty applies regardless of whether the injury was self-inflicted or caused intentionally, 

recklessly, negligently or accidentally. It does not impose a duty to provide first aid or other medical treatment. The 

duty is satisfied if another person has already made or agreed to make the report and request for first aid. The duty 

applies unless making the report and the request for first aid would create danger or peril to the person making the 

report or others. The creation of the duty does not create a civil cause of action for failing to comply with the duty. 

This amendment was not adopted. 

LD 1791 Resolve, Directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee To Further 

Examine Requirements That Public Bodies Keep Records of Pnblic 

Proceedings 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-734 

S-476 BLISS 

This bill is a recommendation of a majority of the Right To Know Advisory Committee as described in its Fourth 

Anuual Report. This bill requires that a record of all public proceedings for which notice is required under the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 406 1nust be made within a reasonable period of time after the proceeding. 

The record is a public record and must be open to public inspection. At a minimum, the record must include: the 

date, time and place of the public proceeding; the members of the body recorded as either present or absent; the 

general substance of all matters proposed, discussed or decided; and all motions and votes taken, by individual 

member if there is a rol1 call. An audio, video or other electronic recording of a public proceeding is sufficient. 

Committee Amendment "A" (HM 734) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee to further 

examine issues related to requiring public bodies to keep records of public proceedings. The Advisory Committee 

must submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters no 

later than February 15, 2011, and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary 

matters may report out a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature based on the report. 
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Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-476) 

This amendment removes the authorization of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over judiciary matters to report out a bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

)leso.lve 2009, chapter 186 directs the R.iilbtTo KnoWAdvisory Comrnittee tofurtherexamine issue; related to 
requiring public bodies!() keep records.ofpublic proceedings. The adyisory cmpmlttee must submit a repmt t? the 
jomt standing committee of the Legislature havingjurisdiction over judiciary matters no later than February .15, 
201L 

LD 1792 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know 

Advisory Committee Concerning Public Records Exceptions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-750 

This bill contains the recommendations concerning public records exceptions of the Right To Know Advisory 
Committee as described in its Fourth Annual Report. This bill includes the recommended amendments to existing 
public records exceptions to provide as much consistency as possible across the statutes. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~750) 

This atnendment deletes the changes to public records exceptions concerning the Finance Authority of Maine. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P.ublic La\V 2009, chapter 567 euacts the recommendations concerning public records ei:ceptions of the Right To ... 
Know Advisory Committee as'described in itsJ'.ourth Annual Report. Chapter 567 includes the recommended. 
amendmeritstO:: ~Xi:~tiri~-;PubliC-r~cO,fds. ex_cePt~6n-S to;.pro_Vlde: as Jllu_ch: con~istency_ as· pos-sible __ acro-~s_ihe:_sfat_ut~~:~ 
Ch~pter567 enacts provi~ions providing confidentialit)' conceroing c~mpfaints m~de to the State Auditor's hotline <ir 
reforral sefVipe as enacted by Public Law2005, chapter 682, and ry:pealed by its OWll,tenns on Julyl, 2009. Chapter 
567 llllle!lds t!J.efaw~.concernin.g the Maine IntemationalTrade Center to treat all PI'oceediI1gs and records as ope!lto 
the public,wi)h•~xceptionsforpropriet.ary infmmation, Chapter 567.amendsthe .laws govemin!l ~inera1 exploratio~ 
claim§ on Slatela.nds to make the language consistent \Vithother confidentialitylanguage. Chapter 567mnends the 
lmvs gove~gwepdriUing inforinationto provide that theinfo!I!latiol/ requiredto he ~portedtoth<: Departm.ent of · 

eonsei;v~tio~, Bureall of GO()lo!IJ'. 3f!dNa\ural A!'~as,Maine Geological .~urveyispublic 11nlessthe wdl drilling· 
COI)lP~Y rep~rting the i.nfonnatio.n requests that.the informa\ion be design~ted confidentia} and the bm;7au 
determirJesth~l it is pr?.Prietary mfo!I!lation: Chapt0r 567 amend~the fa\Vs g?vemingthe LobsterPr9I)1olioI1 
\]onncil to establish that inform"\i?n provided to or deyeloped~ythe.co!lncil~dincluded ina promotional.plan or 
mark.etstild~ts.puplicunlessthe conncildetenni~es tha(it contaiusproprietaiyinformation .••• chapter.5.67amends 
the laws govemirg corjfidentiality pf ipfo!I!latim1related to experimental forestry .practice ~·as t~ provide that .the 
information is public nnless thepers0n to whom the informati?n belongs or perti;ins requests that it!Je desigiiated as 
confidentiaLand thepeparl!nent pf Conseryation, Bureau of Forestry detei;nnne~ that it IB proprietary informatfon. 

Chapter 567 amends tht1fa\Vs governing the co~deJ1Hali~pf inf01mati?n about.the gonVl'issioner of Education's 
dfficiplinm'Y action~ \Vi~regard to. educationalpersonneL It makes public certain .inf~rmatioI! concerning final · 
written decisionsrelatingto disciplinary action taf<en by the commissio~er against persons holding .certifications. 
Chapter.567<dire~tstheRjghtTo J<nov;Adviso1y <:;onunittee to.review and make recommendations .. concerning 
issues involved \ViW requt1sts for public records in bulk. The recommendations nmstb~ .in.eluded in. the advisory 
committee's annuairepOit to b\' submitted by January 15, 2011. .. 
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Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 2: Standards for 
Qualifications of Assigned Counsel, a Major Substantive Rule of the 
Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 2: Standards for Qualifications of Assigned Counsel, a 1najor 
substantive rule of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolye200~, chapter 180. prqvidesfor the authoriz.ation of Chapter 2: ~<lards f~r· Qualificati~ns of Assigned 
Counsel; a: major ~l\bstantiye rwe·of the.Maine Commission on lndigehlLegal ,Services. . 

Resblve 2Q_09, chapt6; Is bf ls ~ly ~assedas an e~:rg,ncymeasll;e effectiveMarch2.~, W 10. ·. 

LD 1802 Resolve, Directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee To Examine 
Issues Related to Private Information Contained in the Communications 
of Public Officials 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-735 

H-788 HILL 

This bill exempts from public records that are subject to the laws governing freedom of access any communication 

from a constituent to an elected official that the constituent expects to be confidential or that contains certain 
personal information and any communication from an elected official in response to such a communication. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-735) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee to examine the 

issues relating to the protection of private infonnation in electronic and other communications sent and received by 
public officials, particularly communications between elected officials and their constituents. A report is due by 
February 15, 2011, and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters 

may report out a bill based on the report in 2011. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-788) 

This amendment changes the reporting date of the Right To Know Advisory Committee from February 15, 2011 to 
November 30, 2010. It also removes the authorization of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 

jurisdiction over judiciary matters to report out a bill in 2011 and requires the advisory committee to suggest 
legislation at the end of2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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PrOiecti~n-_~f Pri~at~---i~f~~~ti~~}n _el:ectr~rti~ an~f other ~~~;::;;~nicafi~~-~ ~se~i-~d _r~~~iVed: by _pllbiic offi~ials, 
particularly communications betWeen elected officials and their constituents. TheAdviso1y Committee must report 

!JyNovember 30,2010 .. 

LD 1805 An Act To Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in the Laws of Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-832 

S-535 BLISS 

S-545 BLISS 

This bill provides technical con·ections to errors and inconsistencies in the laws of Maine. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-832) 

This amendment designates the substance of the bill as Part A and then adds additional Parts. Part B contains 
additional technical corrections. Parts C, D and E contain amendments that are or could be considered to make 

substantive changes. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-535) 

This amendment amends Public Law 2009, chapter 571, Part EEE, section I to correct an agency name and clarify 
that the rules reducing the fees for copies of vital records will apply retroactively to April 1, 2010. 

Senate Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (8~545) 

This amendment con·ects the effective date of the amendment to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, section 

6030-C, subsection I to 90 days after adjournment of the Second Regular Session to be consistent with the effective 
date of Public Law 2009, chapter 566, which amends the same section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

~ubiic La~2.()iJ9, chaptef652.11lakes·~,.;.ecti~ns to fuela~s ~f Mahie.· 

P:irt A cohtains tech!)ical correctio11s odginal!y CO)ltained inthe bill; 
i '' -, ,_ ',.-' · .. · ---- "-

- : ' '_·: .. :'---' ·.'.-" 

l'~~B nillkes additi~n~Je~hnic~l .cofuction5. 
',.; ::_- ------· .. · .. _--- •' ':·<-_' ··:--.- .. :.->-· '.- _; ; 

P~C ;,,11ces the foiJo\$iiig ch~gesthatare substantivdor may be <lorisidef<:d substantive, . 

. section l;~rrects.~. c6~flicico!'ce~ingsea urchin Hcenses created 'Vben Public Law 20Q9,.cbapter• 396 repealed 
Title.12 .• ~ecti9n 6536 and chapter 213 amended section 6536, subsection 4. . 

PUBLIC 652 
EMERGENCY 

Section2:e:ds t1d1lc~TIB~te°'1fm a game of~hance lic.ense to operate an electronfovideo machine from a period 

~ot to exceed~ Il1onths t~ ~period ofupto12 mon~hs. Section 3 am<onds the game~ of chance laws conce1ning the 

µiaxilllum nuinb-~~ -?f. pl~y~r$ __ -m:.~ li_ce_n~e.d __ pa~d. _game i!J., on~ lo_c~_tion._ atany o.ne:t~lie __ to· .. ~e_coJ:l_sistent ~i1-_h th'e 

chlU}ges made in Public L~w 2009,chapter 224. Se.ction 1 makes. s~ctio!' 2 and section3 co1r°'ctions _take_ effect 9Q 
days after th_e adjoumme~t oft11e Second Regular session of the !24th Legisl~ture; 

.Section 5]epe:ls_~d repl~:s current}awco1~ce!11in!Sthe 1lse of hellllets by passengers on J110tcn·c)'cles and . 
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autocyci~~ to delete fu~ ~ppli2ation of ti;~ law t.; p'1Ji~~~gers .;[~~tocycles: Autocycle p~~;engers were not intended . 

to be included in PubUc Law 2009, chapter 55. 

SeC_tion _6-corrects an_inconSistenCy between the new Iansuage _in the statute concerning temporary licenses for 
delivery and plant operators and the unallocated transition language as enacted by Public Law 2009, chapter 334. 
Section 1 makes the correction apply retroactively to the effective date of chapter 334, which is January 1, 2010. 

Sec.lions 8 and 9 correct the contingent effective date sections in Public Law 2009, chapter 496. In Public Law 
2009, chapter 496, sections 30 and 31 provide for a.contingent effective date, based on a pending people's veto 

refereridtun: -HOWever,_ th'e law _shotild have provided for a'Contingent retro_aCtive effective date since it is COITecting 
a definitio~ that is already in effe.ct. The premium imposed on bulk motor vehicle oil changed from a per oil change 
surcharge to a surcharge on bulk motor vehicle oil, beginning August 1, 2008. If the change is not made, the 
surcharge is not ex:clijded from the definition of "sale price" for the period oftlme between August 1, 2008 and when 
Public Law 2009, chapter496 takes effect. 

Part D.corrects two problems created by Public Law 2009, chapter 461 concerning Pine Tree Development Zones. 

Part E corre~t~ definltions in the new law creating the Universal Chilclhood Immunization Program, enacted by 
Public Law2009, chapter 595. 

Part F amends Public Law2009, chapter 571, Part EEE, section 1 to correct an agency name and clarify that the 
rules red11cingthe feesfor copies of vital records will apply retroactively to April 1, 2010. 

Pub)ic Law 2009, chapter 652 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 14, 2010. unless otherwise 
provided. 

LD 1814 An Act To Implement Recommendations Concerning Domestic Violence 

and Parental Rights and Responsibilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill adds an exception to the public policy in favor of a child's contact with both parents and shared parental 
rights and responsibilities when the court determines that the contact or an award of shared parental rights and 

responsibilities would not be in the best interest of the child. This bill requires the court to consider how the 
existence of domestic abuse between the parents would affect the other best interest factors. This bi11 also adds 
another factor to the list of best interest factors that would require the court to consider whether allocation of some 
or all parental rights and responsibilities would best support the child's safety and well-being. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publfc-L~w 2009,-hh~pte~59.f~1actsstatuto1yrecommend~tions ofth~.Maine c~~mission .;~Domestic and Sexual 

Abuse 1lladepursuant to ~esolve2009,·chapter 120. 

Chapter 59~ .amends the laws concerning parental rights and responsibilities to add an exception to the public policy 

in favor of a ~hild's contact with both parents and shared parental rights and responsibilities when the court 
determines that. the contact or an award of shared parental rights and responsibilities would not be in the best interest 

Of_the Child._ It 3.\~o_,req~iresthe:_~ourt to COnsider hOW-the existence of domestic abuse between the_plirents would 
affeptthe other best int.,rest. factors .. ·· Chapter 593 also adds another factor to the list of best interest factors that 
would require the coun to consider whether.allocation of some or all parental rights and responsibilities would best 
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LD 1824 An Act To Decriminalize Violations of Rules or Permit Conditions of the 
Baxter State Park Anthority 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-812 

This bill decriminalizes violations of the rules of the Baxter State Park Authority or the conditions of permits issued 

by the authority. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-812) 

The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

fubli~ Lawz?o!i, chapt~/644 de~ri;nin~lizes violation~ ~f thO:rllles of'llie Bffxter State Park Authority or the 
c;;,ndiiions" ofperntits issued by the authority. . . 

. ,;- - :_-__ --_---: -

PublfoLi'w2009, chapte/64fwas enacted as an emergency measure effective April 12, 20\0. 
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Enacted 

LD 1256 

Not Enacted 

LD 1378 

Enacted 

LD 1710 

Enacted 

LD 1580 

Enacted 

LD 1623 

Not Enacted 

LD 1511 

Enacted 

LD 1551 

LD 1791 

Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Arbitration and Mediation 

An Act To Provide Protections for Consumers Subject to 
Mandatory Arbitration Clauses 

An Act To Adopt Portions of the Uniform Mediation Act 

Attorney General 

An Act Concerning Litigation Brought by the Attorney General 
To Enforce Provisions of the Forest Practices Laws 

Business & Nonprofit Organizations 

An Act To Replace the Maine Limited Liability Company Act 

Child Protection 

An Act To Expand Options in Child Protection Proceedings for 
Children in Foster Care 

An Act To Remove the Age Limit Governing When a Court Must 
Consider the Wishes of a Child in a Proceeding for the 
Termination of Parental Rights 

Confidentiality/Freedom of Access 

Resolve, Directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee To 
Examine Issues Related to Communications of Members of 
Public Bodies 

Resolve, Directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee To 
Further Examine Requirements That Public Bodies Keep 
Records of Public Proceedings 
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PUBLIC536 

PUBLIC 629 

PUBLIC 557 

ONTP 
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LD 1792 

LD 1802 

Not Enacted 

LD 1714 

Enacted 

LD 1550 

Not Enacted 

LD 529 

Enacted 

LD 1722 

LD 1814 

Not Enacted 

LD 1624 

Enacted 

LD 1537 

Enacted 

LD 1622 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To 
Know Advisory Committee Concerning Pnblic Records 
Exceptions 

Resolve, Directing the Right To Know Advisory Committee To 
Examine Issues Related to Private Information Contained in the 
Communications of Public Officials 

An Act To Protect Information Maintained by Registers of Deeds 

Courts and Court Procedure 

An Act To Promote Opportunity for Workers in the Maine 

Woods 

An Act To Create a Traffic Court 

Domestic Violence/Protection from Abuse 

An Act To Strengthen Protection from Abuse and Protection 
from Harassment Laws 

An Act To Implement Recommendations Concerning Domestic 
Violence and Parental Rights and Responsibilities 

Family Law, General 

An Act To Ensure Rights to Children for Caretaker Relatives 

Human Rights and Medical Rights 

Resolve, Directing the Maine Human Rights Commission To 
Report on Improvements 

Legal Services 

An Act To Make Technical Changes to the Laws Governing the 
Practice of Law 
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PUBLIC 532 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 555 

PUBLIC 593 

ONTP 

RESOLVE 178 
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LD 1795 

Not Enacted 

LD 1738 

Enacted 

LD 1574 

Enacted 

LD 445 

Not Enacted 

LD 1625 

Enacted 

LD 1805 

LD 1824 

Not Enacted 

LD 1289 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 2: Standards 
for Qualifications of Assigned Counsel, a Major Substantive Rule 
of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services 

Torts and Immunity, General 

An Act To Establish a Duty To Report Serious Injuries 

Torts and Immunity, Medical Malpractice 

An Act To Amend the Rights and Liabilities of the Supervising 
Physician of a Physician Assistant 

Tribal-State Relations 

An Act To Improve Tribal-State Relations 

An Act To Establish a Policy of Communication and Consultation 
on Issues Affecting Tribal Communities of the Passamaquoddy 
Tribe 

Uncategorized 

An Act To Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in the Laws of 
Maine 

An Act To Decriminalize Violations of Rules or Permit 
Conditions of the Baxter State Park Authority 

An Act To Enact the Uniform Debt Management Services Act 
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LD 125 

Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

Resolve, To Establish the Blue Ribbon Commission To Study the 

Functions and Operations of the Maine Public Employees Retirement 

System 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

The resolve establishes a blue ribbon commission to study the functions and operations of the Maine Public 

Employees Retirement System. 

LD 192 An Act To Index the State Minimnm Wage to Inflation 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

The bill provides for the state minimum hourly wage to be adjusted for inflation beginning January I, 2010 and 
annually thereafter. The bill requires the Department of Labor to calculate the inflation-adjusted minimum hourly 

wage based on changes in the consumer price index and to exclude from the calculation any month in which the 
State's unemployment rate exceeds the national unemployment rate. 

LD403 An Act To Increase the Minimum Wage 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

LTW 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill increases the minimum wage to $8.20 per hour in 2010 and to $8.90 in 2011. Each year after that, the 
minimum wage is adjusted based on changes in prices, so that the minin1um hourly wage rate maintains employee 
purchasing power. The price adjustment is based on the change in the Consumer Price Index. 
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LD 934 

Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Clarify Public Sector Employee Fair Choice in Collective 

Bargaining 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

Under current law, if a state employee organization or public emplpyee organization files a request with a public 

employer alleging that a majority of the employees in an appropriate bargaining unit wish to be represented for the 

purpose of collective bargaining, the public employer may request an election to determine whether there exists 

majority support among the employees for such representation. This bill provides instead that the public employer 

may request an inspection of the evidence of written majority authorization on the part of the employees. 

ONTP 

LD 1524 Resolve, Directing the Department of Labor To Research and Analyze 

the Methods Other States Utilize To Assess Benefit Charges When a 

Worker Becomes Unemployed and Receives Benefits 

RESOLVE147 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAULIEU 

CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-594 

The original bill addresses the situation of two employers who both lay off the same employee within 30 days of 

each other. The bill requires that both employers be considered the claimant's last employer for purposes of the laws 

governing unemployment compensation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-594) 

This amendment changes the bill to a resolve. It directs the Commissioner of Labor or the commissioner's designee 

to examine the methods used by other states to assess benefit charges when a worker who has multiple employers 

becomes unemployed and receives unemployment benefits. The commissioner or the designee shall also analyze the 

findings to determine how to best protect Maine employers from inequitable assessments and how to best use 

technology to implement the findings. The commissioner or the designee shall report findings and recommendations 

to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over labor matters by January 15, 2011. The 

committee is authorized to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R~~-Ol_v_? 20_Q9:;,_chilpt~r- 14 i di~ect;-~e-COmmis~iOn_er Of Labor o; th~ co111tni~sion~r;S. des_igll~e--!O-_eX~min_~-1:he 
methods 11s!'.d by other statesJo<as~ess benefit charges when a worker who has J11U]tiple empl~yers becol)le,s . 
unemplo)'~d and receive~ unemployment benefits .. The C()IDl)lissioner or the desi!l'!ee shall also' analyze the fimlings 

to det~nnine how to best pr?te~t Maine employers frolll ine9uitable assessments and how to best use technology to 

implementthe finding.s. The cotnll1issioner or the desiW,ee shall report findings and reco1Dmendations to the joint' 

standing,c~mtnitfee of the Legislature havingjurisdiction overlabor ma~ers by January 15, 201 .The committee is 
authorized to.su)lmit a bill to the. First Regular Sessicm of the 125.th Legislature. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An Act To Enhance Cooperation between the Workers' Compensation 

Board's Abuse Investigation Unit and Other State Agencies and To 

Ensure Equal Application of the Requirement To Obtain Coverage 

Sponsorls) Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill clarifies that the Workers1 Compensation Board1s abuse investigation unit may share information with other 
state agencies to enhance interagency efforts to ensure compliance with their respective laws and rules. 

This bill also ensures that the penalties in the Maine Workers1 Compensation Act of 1992 for failure to procure 
insurance coverage are applied in the same manner to all business entities. This bill clarifies that li1nited liability 

companies may be dissolved as provided in Title 31, section 608-B and that any agent having primary responsibility 
for obtaining insurance coverage of a corporation, partnership, limited liability cornpa~y, professional corporation or 
other business entity is liable for punishment for not procuring said coverage. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L~\V 2009, ch~pter 520 clarifies ~hat the W mkers' Compensatiori.Board's ab.use investigationunitmay ~hare 
ffiformation withother state agencies to e!1h"¥ce interagency effoi;t~ 1:o ensilre compliance Wii:h their r~spectiveJaw~ 
and rules,· . . .. · . . . 
: -·· .. :; •' ._·- - ... ·. -·->· ' -. _- ::· - .:': '' 

U enslll"es thrt lh.e penalties in the MairteWorker~' cori.pens~tio~ Act of 1992 for failure to p;ocure .msurance 
P()verage ar~ appU~d in the san:ie .mannel'to all business entities. It c1¥ifies that limitedJiability. companies may be' 
~ssolvedasj>rovided in !itleJl, section 608-B. O¥d that any agent having primaryrnspon.sibility for obtaining 
rosurance c.pver3.ge ~f ~ corpora,ti~~i.P.artnershlp.,..l:~ited.li~bilitY::~,o,mpany, professional-corp.Grat.ion or other: 
business entity;isliabl\' for punisbip1llent for11o_tprocuring.said coverage. 

LD 1529 An Act To Amend the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 

Regarding Coordination of Benefits 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM S-380 

This bill, which is in response to the decision of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court in Nichols v. SD. 
Warren/Sappi, 2007 ME 103, 928 A.2d 732, provides that "disability insurance policy," as used in the 
coordination of benefits provisions of the Maine Workers' Compensation Act ofl992, does not include a life 
insurance policy that includes a disability feature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-380) 

This amendment clarifies that if a disability feature of a life insurance policy was put in place as a result of 
collective bargaining, the disability feature will not be considered a disability insurance policy as used in the 
coordination of benefits provisions of the Maine Workers'Compensation Act of 1992. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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PublicLaw 2009, cbapter521, in responsetotbe"decision of the Maine Supreme Judicia[Courtin Nichols v. sn. 
Warren/Sappi, 2007 ME. l 03, 928 A.2d 732, provides th~! "disabUity insurance policy," as usedin the coordination 

ofbenefits provisions ofthe Maine Workers' Compensation Act of1992, does notinclude.a life insurancepolfoy 

1:hat includesa disability featureifthat policy was put inplace asaresult of collective bargaining._ 

LD 1543 An Act To Make Maine Laws Consistent with Recent Amendments to 

the United States Trade Act of 1974 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TUTTLE OTP 

This bill makes statutory changes to reflect amendments to the United States Trade Act of 1974 made by the United 

States Trade and Globalization Adjustment Assistance Act of2009 and corrects a cross-reference. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La"'2009, chal'ler.\66 make; statutory changes to reflect amendments to 1:he United StatesTradeAct of 
197 4 made by the United States Trade.and Globilization Adj~stmen(Assistance Act of'.4,009 andcorrects a 

crosM~ference. The:referencedl""endments increase the numbpr ?f \VeeJ:s Trade Readjustment Assist:;n~ebenefits 
ar~ ~ote11tially payable (up.to an a<l<litional.26 "'eeks).bas~d on .the type :;nd duration of training a work~ris 
participating in';"dexpandthe Tra9eAdjustm7?tAssistanceAct.to more workeJ"San.d firms, including those 

providing serykes tO firms impactedhy trade, public sector\Vorkers; and \Vor~~rs"'hose finns have shined 

production to '."IY forei!\Il•co~ntr)' .... Jiurther, the r~ferenced a!llendwents expand lj"filnini; opportunities and provide 
increased flexibility of training options for "'orkers. The law ~lsoincreases th.elikelihood that an urn,mployed 

worker affected bytrade .. willbe a~letomaintain healthinsuranceby increasing the.health <;are 1a)\ credit premium 

subsidyftom 65%to.80%,and_ex]Jandingthe c9nditi~ns underwhi.ch the .healthcare tax credi.tis payable.· · 

LD 1545 An Act To Protect Maine Workers 

Sponsor(s) 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-495 

S-536 JACKSON 

This bill prohibits an employer from employing foreign laborers for five years if the employer violates the 

required proof of equipment ownership or foreign labor ce1tification laws. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-495) 

This amendment is the majo1ity repo1t of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor. It: 

1. Prohibits an employer from employing foreign laborers for two years if the employer violates the required proof 

of logging equipment ownership or foreign labor certification laws; 

2. Defines "logging equiprnentn; 

3. Eliminates the use of a lease as proof of ownership for logging equipment; 
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4. Directs an employer to notify the Maine Department of Labor at the time of filing for certification from the United 

States Department of Labor to hire a bond worker. The employer shall provide for the year in which a bond worker 

is employed the number of bond workers requested, a list of each piece of equipment a bond worker will operate, 

receipts of payment for equipment purchased in bona fide transactions and documentation of payment of any tax 

assessed on the equipment; 

5. Directs the Commissioner of Labor to adopt rules to implement and enforce the provisions regarding proof of 

logging equipment ownership; 

· 6. Raises the fine from between $3,000 - $15,000 to between $10,000 - $25,000 for a civil violation of the proof of 

ownership requirement; 

7. Clarifies that the Attorney General may institute injunction proceedings for violations of the laws pertaining to 

employment of bond workers; 

8. Directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to provide 

interagency support and field information to assist the Department of Labor in enforcing proof of equipment 

ownership for employers using bond workers; and 

9. Eliminates the allowance in the unemployment law that permits certain foreign agricultural laborers to collect 

unemployment. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-496) 

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor. It: 

1. Defines 11im1nediate family"; 

2. Clarifies the use of a lease as proof of ownership for logging equipment; 

3. Directs an employer to notify the Maine Department of Labor at the time of filing for certification from the United 

States Department of Labor to hire a bond worker. The employer shall provide, for the year in which a bond worker 

is employed, the number of bond workers requested, a list of each piece of logging equipment a bond worker will 

operate, receipts of payment for logging equipment purchased in bona fide transactions and documentation of 

payment of any tax assessed on the equipment; 

4. Directs the Commissioner of Labor to adopt rules to implement and enforce the provisions regarding proof of 

logging equipment ownership; 

5. Clarifies that the Attorney General may institute injunction proceedings for violations of the laws pertaining to the 

employment of foreign agricultural laborers; 

6. Directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to provide 

interagency support and field information to assist the Department of Labor in enforcing proof of equipment 

ownership for employers using bond.workers; and 

7. Eliminates the allowance in the unemployment laws that permits foreign agricultural laborers to collect 

unemployment. 

This amendment does not affect any punishment, penalty or fine incun·ed before this amendment takes effect or any 

action or proceeding pending at the time of this amendment. 

Senate Amendment 11 A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-536) 
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This amendment adds language to the laws governing proof of equipment ownership for e1nployers using foreign 
laborers requiring that any lease used to demonstrate ownership must be a bona fide lease and sets forth the 
standards for determining whether a lease is bona fide. 

The amendment requires employers of bond workers to notify the Department of Labor of the name and location of 
bond workers performing logging work in the State. 

The amendment requires employers seeking bond workers to form and participate in a reCruitment clearinghouse that 
assists in evaluating and refetring potential logging occupation workers. The Department of Labor will work with 
the clearinghouse to ensure understanding of, and compliance with, recruitment and hiring requirements under 
federal regulations and state law. 

The amendment requires the Department of Labor to maintain a list of contractors who are seeking to hire bond 
workers, and to require landowners to hire contractors from that list. Contractors who violate federal regulations or 
state law relating to bond workers must be removed from the list. A landowner who enters into or maintains a 
contract with an entity that is not on the list is subject to a fine of up to $50,000. 

The amendment establishes the Foreign Labor Certification Process Fund and adds an appropriations and allocations 
section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw20ll9, chaptbr 637 ptohibits an empl9yer from ~Inployin~ foreign labbre1·~ for two years if the employer 
~iolates,the.foreign labor. certification laws and makes such a v.iolation: a classE crime, 

1
Thelawdefines "bon~~orke~" and."logging equipment"; 

\o;_ --- - -

It add~ 1'µ1guage tothe laws gov.erning proof of ownership ofloggin~ equip!'le.nt for ein.pfoyers 9sing bo~d work.,rs, 
Itrequiresthat any le,ase U:Se(\be a bona fide Ieilse and sets for(h the stan

1
dru-ds ~o~ determfoingwhetheraJease .is .· .•.•. 

bona fide:<Italso,requires .that t~.e.employer provide the MaineDepartD1entofLab~i with cont!jCt information ab9ut ·. 
the ~wner(s), board members, and agent of the leasfog company: . . · · .· 

_::_' _::·/-:_-<---_ - __ --::---:'.<_-:: --- ,-- - -_-_-<: __ :-_~: - .-;. -:: __ -- ---:-_-;--::. : _--------:-- ·_ 

Th~Iaw directs an "mpfo}"erto notifytheMfilne Department ofLabor atth.e time offiling for certification fr~Ifl the .. 
U.S.D~pllrlI?ent ofLab0r t~ h.ire a bond worker. It requires e!'\Pfoye'.s to p1ovid~ to the Mfilne Dep~ent of Labor. 
~e 11~.ber o.f bond W?~kers re.quested, 11 list of e~~h piece oflogi;ing equipment a bond wmker ;vm op~111te, receipts 
of]Jay!flent'furlogging equip!'lent purchased, and docuiflentation o.f payme11t of any tax assessed on the logging 
equipment. Iii• en;pioyer shall ~!so 11otify the Maj~epepartment ofLabor:;vithln three days of the date on which a 
bond worker begins workfathe state and provide the worker's name .and1the location of the .work. 

. _ _- ___ :'-- __ .---- - --- - _, - - --- --- ----

It p;ofubi~ an e~ployetfr:m enipl~~g foreignlab()rers for two yeats if th~ elllployer violate~ the proof of 
ownership_re_qu_irements. 
, - -- - -- --- - -- ,, __ 

itdrrb~ts th~~:mmissioner ofLabortq adopt·iU\~s ~i,,,plement and enforce the bilL 

The law r~hesthefiilefroil1 between$3,000 - $15,000 tobetween$10,000-$25,QOO for~ ~ivH violatloII ofproofof 
ownership

1 
n9tification,or for employing a b()J1d w01ker after violating the proofofownership section of the law. It 

also clarifies that the Attorney. General may institute injunction proceed fogs for violations, 
:' __ ': --- -- _.:; - ' --- - _-: -' - > ' - -- - --- - ' 

~ ' --- - - - ' ' _---' - ' --: - -: ' ' - --- - - - - -- - - -

It adds the Maine Revenue Service !Ill interagency support to assist the Depa-ent of Lab01· in enforcfog proofof 
equipmel"lt oWJiership for empl0yers using bond workers. · 

' - ,_ - -- ---- -- _, .·.- ----- . 

Tbela\V requires employ~rs s~eking b?nd "'ork~l"s to form and parti~ipat~ ii) a recruitment clearinghouse that assists 
in ~valuating and referring potential logging occupation workers; The Maine Departmep.t oj'Labor will worlcwith 
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the--clearingh~usCtO-~~~-~-_unde~Standi~g ~f, ~d comPlian~e with, recruitme~t--~~d hiring-require_ments u~der 
federal regulations and state law, The Maine Depaitment of Labor is required to maintain a list of contractors who 

are _seeking. to hire bond workers, and to require landowners _to hire contractors from that list. 

ffan employment offer is conditioned on a skills test, it must be applied to all new applicants in that job 

classification and conducted. in a reasonable location. If a skills test is required, the employer must submit a copy of 
the .. skills test. to the Maine Depaitment of Labor .and if an applicant is rejected due to failing the skills test, a wiitten 
statement explaining the failure mlist be provided to the applicant, the recruitment cleaiinghouse, and the Maine 

Depa-e.ntofLabor. 

Contracts between landowners and logging employers must contain a provision that allows the landowner to 
terminate the contract ifthe logging employer violates federal regulations or.state law. Contractors who violate 

federal regulations or state lawrelating to bond workers must be removed from the list. A landowner who enters 
into or maintain.s a contract with an entity that is not on the I.isl is subject to a fine ofup to $50,000. 

TheJaw establishes th.e Foreign.Labor Certification Process Fund. 

It eliminates the ajlo:wancein the unemployment law that permits foreign agiicultural laborers, from contiguous 
countries with. whom the·Statehas an agreement, from collecting unemployment from the State of Maine. 

The law creates the necessary exi:mption for interagency cooperation between the Maine Depaitment of Labor and 
th6~Maine Bureall_OfRevenue Services. 

LD 1552 An Act To Improve Employment Opportunities for Maine Workers in 

the Forest Industry 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-738 

H-779 MARTINJL 

This bill requires a landowner to notify the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry if forest land is 

harvested by a harvester who uses bonded labor under the federal H-2A bonded labor program under 20 Code of 
Federal Regulations, Section 655.200 et seq. If a landowner or a harvester employed by or under contract to the 
landowner uses bonded labor under the federal H-2A bonded labor program or the landowner fails to provide the 

required notification, the land must be withdrawn from the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law and a penalty assessed 
under the commercial forestry excise tax to compensate the State for the General Fund contribution to the cost of 
forest fire protection activities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-738) 

This amendment clarifies the procedure in which a landowner must notify the Department of Conservation, Bureau 

of Forestry if forest land is harvested by a landowner or harvester who uses bonded labor under the federal H-2A 
bonded labor program. It indicates that the use of bonded labor on any part of a parcel of tree growth land during the 

two-year notification cycle will result, upon notification by Maine Revenue Services, in the loss of Maine Tree 
Growth Tax Law benefits and that the withdrawal penalty will be imposed. It further clarifies that the parcel of land 
will not benefit from the General Fund contribution to forest fire protection for the property tax year in which 

bonded labor is used. 

House Amendment "B" (H~779) 
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This an1endment provides that land must be suspended from the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law for any year in which 

the landowner uses bonded labor or fails to provide the required notification to the Department of Conservation, 
Bureau of Forestry. 

LD 1558 An Act Regarding Accidental Death Benefits for Beneficiaries of 

Deceased Firefighters 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON OTP-AM S-379 

This bill extends an accidental death benefit to the beneficiary of a professional firefighter who dies from 
cardiovascular injury or disease or pulmonary disease as described in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 39-A, 
section 328 while in the line of duty. The benefit applies only if the firefighter was a member of the Participating 

Local District Retirement Program administered by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System and the injury 
or disease that caused the firefighter's death is the result of a condition that developed within six months of the 
firefighter's having been in service as a professional firefighter for a municipal fire department. The bill also makes 

the death benefit retroactive to November 1, 2004. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-379) 

This amendment defines a qualifying member for accidental death benefits as a professional firefighter who dies as a 
result of developing a cardiovascular injury or disease or pulmonary disease resulting from a condition that develops 
within 30 days of participating in firefighting or training or a drill that involves firefighting. It also establishes a 
rebuttable presumption that if a professional firefighter develops a cardiovascular injury or disease or pulmonary 

disease and dies after 30 days, but within six months of participating in firefighting or training or a drill that involves 
firefighting, the firefighter's death is a result of a firefighting activity. The amendment also directs the Board of 
Trnstees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to establish rules to implement the bill. These rules are 
defined as routine technical rules and must be submitted to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over labor matters before implementation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La"'. 2009, chapter 513, d~fines "profes~idnal fuefighter" and. "ql.la!ifying memb~r" for accidental death 

~enefits .. hl .order to ?btain ~9cidental death benefits, the professional .firefighter must die as a result of de~eloping a 
cardiov!\Scular injury or disea~e orpulmonary dis"1se resulting froll1 a con~ition that develops within 30 days. of 

participating iJ! firefighti~g or training or a.drill thatUivolves firefightiiig. It also establishes a i-ebuttable 
presumptim1 that if a pr?fessicmal firefighter devel0ps a cardiovascular injury or disease or pulmonary diseruie .and 

dies afier 30 day~, but within.six months of participati?g in firefi(\hting or training or a drill that involves. 

firefightiiig, t~e firefighter's death is}' resµJt of a firefighting activity. It directs the BoardofTrustees of the Jv.[aine 
Public E~ployees Retirem~nt Sys(~m to establish rules toinlplementthelaw .. ·Th es~ rules are routine technical rules 
and must be submitt~d tothejoint standing committee (lfthe Legislature haying jurisdiction qver laboi· matters at 
least}O days prior to fimiladoption'. TheJawmakes the death benefit retroactive to N:ovember 1, 2004. 
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LD 1565 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Misclassification of 
Construction Workers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTINJL 
JACKSON 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

H-746 

H-826 MARTIN J L 

This bill authorizes the Executive Director of the Workers' Compensation Board to issue a stop-work order if a 
hiring agent or construction subcontractor has knowingly misrepresented one or more employees as independent 

contractors, knowingly failed to provide a workers1 compensation insurance policy or knowingly provided false, 
incomplete or misleading infonnation to the board concerning the number of e1nployees. 

The stop-work order takes effect when served upon the hiring agent or construction subcontractor and requires the 

cessation of all business operations. The stop-work order remains in effect until the executive director issues a 
release upon finding the hiring agent or construction subcontractor has come into compliance and paid any penalt)r 

assessed. The stop-work order applies to any successor firm, corporation, or partnership of the hiring agent or 
construction subcontractor. A hiring agent or construction subcontractor who is subject to a stop-work order may 
apply to the executive director within 10 days of issuance for a hearing. The hearing and a decision must be 
rendered within 48 hours of the application. 

This bill also prohibits that hiring agent or construction subcontractor from performing work on a public building or 
other public works for a period of three years. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-746) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, authorizes the Executive Director of the Workers1 

Compensation Board or the executive director's designee, to issue a stop-work order after a hearing if a hiring agent 
or construction subcontractor misrepresented one or more employees as independent contractors, failed to provide a 

workers1 compensation insurance policy or provided false, incomplete or 1nisleading information to the Workers' 
Compensation Board concerning the number of employees. The executive director must give the hiring agent or 
construction subcontractor 48 hours' notice before the stop-work order hearing. The amendment also includes an 

appropriations and allocations section to cover enforcement. 

House Amendment "C11 To Committee Amendment "A" (H-826) 

This amendment authorizes the Executive Director of the Workers1 Compensation Board or the executive director1s 
designee to stay a stop-work order if a hiring agent or construction subcontractor provides evidence that the hiring 
agent or subcontractor has complied with the provisions of the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992. It also 

extends the notice of hearing provision from 48 hours to three business days. 

This amendment protects an issuer of surety bonds from liability when a payment or a performance bond is required 

of a hiring agent or construction subcontractor and that hiring agent or construction subcontractor is subject to a 
stop-work order from the Executive Director of the Workers1 Compensation Board. 

This amendment also defines what will be considered a knowing violation of the provision requiring that workers1 

compensation insurance be obtained for the purpose of issuing a stop-work order. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapte~ 649 ~~thorizes the Executive Director of the Workers' Compensation Board or the 
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exeCutive director's designee, after a hearing, to issue a stop-work ordef to a hiring agent or construction 
subcoritf~Ctor whO-k:nowingly failed to provide workers• co-1~pensation iiisurance for employees. The hifing agent or 
constru~_tion subcontractor must receive at least three business days' notice of a hearing regarding a stop-work order. 
The_ executive director-or the exe~_utive director's designee shall stay a stop-work order-if a hiring agent or 
coilstfu~tioil subcontractor provides evidence that the hiring agent or construction subcontractor has complied with 
the proviSions of the Maine .Workers' Compensation Act of1992. A stop-work order remains in effect until the 
~xecutive director ortbe ex_~cutive director's designee issues an-order releasing the stop-work order upon finding. of 
compliance and the hiring agent or construction subcontractor has paid any penalty asse:Ssed or has entered into a 
penalty payment agreement with the Workers' Compensation Board. Any stop-work order issued applies to any 
h_uccess9f- fuin~ corpOration of' partnership of the hiring agent or constluctioll subcontractor. 

The law protects an issuer of surety bonds from liability when a payment or a perfonnance bond is required ofa 
hi_ring_ag~iit orconstn_iction.subcotitractor and that hiring a'gent o_r construction subcontractor is subject to a 
stop_~Work.Order froni the· Executive Directer of the_ Workers' Compensation Board. 

Th_e_ l_aw·de:Qnes a.knowing-violation ofthii provision requiring that workers' compensation insurance be obtained for 
the. purpose of issuing a stop-work order. 

Positions.to enhance the enforcement of laws prohibiting misclassification of workers must be funded from the 
w_o1:kers1 cOillpensation B~ard's reserve account. -

LD 1566 An Act Relating to the Membership of the Workers' Compensation 

Board 

Sponsor(s) 

BUTTERFIELD 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-659 

S-399 BRYANTB 

This bill clarifies the current restrictions on Workers' Compensation Board membership related to lobbying and 
being a service provider by providing that Workers' Compensation Board 1ne1nbers may lobby on behalf of the board 
and by defining the term 11service provider11 for purposes of being a member of the board. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-659) 

This amendment replaces the bill and clarifies the current restrictions on the Workers' Compensation Board 
membership with regard to any possible conflict of interest between a member and an issue in front of the board. It 
cites the conflict of interest provisions found in the Maine Workers1 Compensation Act of 1992, which refers to the 
disqualification of executive employees from participating in matters that appear to be a conflict of interest by 
disclosure or by abstention found in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 18. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-399) 

This amendment, like the bill, relates to the membership of the Workers1 Compensation Board. Current law restricts 
the term of a member representing management or labor to two full terms. This amendment repeals that restriction. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 640 clarifies the current restrictions on the Workers' Compensation Board membership 
with reg!)Td to any possible conflict of interest between a member and an issue in front of the board; It cites the 
conflict of interest provisions found in the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992, which refers to the 
disqualification of executive employees from participating in matters that appear. to be a conflict of interest by 
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d~~itl.sure or by ~bstenti~11 found ill. th~ Maine Revised Statlltes, Ti tie 5, ~ection 18. It remo~~s the two-t~1m 
festriCtion to membership on the Workers' Compensftti(ln Board: 

LD 1582 An Act To Bring the Laws of the Maine Public Employees Retirement 
System into Compliance with the Federal Internal Revenue Code 

Sponsor(s) 

TUTTLE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-595 

This bill makes changes to the laws governing the qualified defined benefit retirement programs administered 
by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to conform them to provisions of the United States Internal 
Revenue Code. These changes are necessary to ensure the continued qualified status and favorable tax 
treatment of the defined benefit programs under the Internal Revenue Code, Sections 401(a) and 414(d) and 
other applicable provisions. The Mai.ne Public Employees Retirement System has received favorable 
determination letters from the Internal Revenue Service confirming the continued qualification of the 
Legislative Retirement Program, Judicial Retirement Program, State Employee and Teacher Retirement 
Program and Participating Local District Retirement Program, subject in part to the adoption of the changes 
proposed in this bill. 

The bill adds language to clarify that applicable retirement programs are intended to be governmental qualified 
defined benefit plans under the Internal Revenue Code. 

The bill amends the respective retirement program statutes to comply with specific Internal Revenue Code 
requirements that gove1n certain operational procedures currently in practice but that must be specifically 
referred to in the written plan document. In addition, the bill amends the respective retirement programs to 
comply with the provisions of the federal Tax Reform Act of 1986, the federal Unemployment Compensation 
Amendments of 1992, the federal Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993; the federal Uruguay Round 
Agreements Act, the federal Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994, the 
federal Small Business Job Protection Act of 1996, the federal Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, the federal Internal 
Revenue Service Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998, the federal Community Renewal Tax Relief Act of 
2000 and the federal Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of2001. More specifically, the bill: 

1. Confirms that a member is 100% vested in the member1s contribution account pursuant to the Internal 
Revenue Code, Section 40l(a)(7); 

2. Specifies that a forfeiture of a benefit by a member or fmmer member must be used to reduce the unfunded 
liability of the employer pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 40l(a)(8); 

3. Provides that distributions to members must commence no later than the April !st following the calendar 
year in which the member attains 70 1/2 years of age pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 40l(a)(9), 
known as the 11required minimum distribution, n and must be paid in accordance with the Code; 

4. Provides that annual compensation of an eligible member that exceeds $245,000, adjusted yearly for 
cost-of-living increases, may not be taken into account in determining benefits or contributions due for any plan 
year pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 40l(a)(l 7); 

5. Defines what constitutes an eligible retirement plan, an eligible rollover distribution and a member for 
favorable tax rollovers pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 401 (a)(3 l ); 
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6. Specifies how contributions, benefits and service credit with respect to qualified military service must be 
provided in accordance with the Internal Revenue Code, Section 414(u) and the federal Uniformed Services 
Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994; 

7. Establishes a ceiling on the amount of annual retirement benefits that may be provided to a member pursuant 
to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 415, currently $195,000 for a member who has at least 10 years of 
service and who is at least 62 years of age; and 

8. Prohibits the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System from engaging in certain 
transactions pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 503(b). 

The bill authorizes the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to adopt rules 
necessary to maintain the qualified tax status of the governmental defined benefit retirement plans administered 
by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. 

The bill amends the waiver provisions of the Legislative Retirement Program to provide that a Legislator is 
allowed a one-time irrevocable election of whether to join the program. This language is added to comport 
with various provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, federal treasury regulations and guidance providing that 
employees in a defined benefit plan or pick-up plan may not have an election with respect to participation or the 
amount of contributions unless that election is a one-time in·evocable election at the commencement of 
employment, and that election survives the employee's entire working life with that employer. 

The bill provides a maximum automatic refund amount under the existing refund of inactive account statutes 
pursuant to Internal Revenue Code, Section 40l(a)(3 l)(B). 

The bill establishes the employer reporting requirements for employees with optional membership in the State 
Employee and Teacher Retirement Program and sets forth the responsibilities of the employer in the optional 
membership election process. 

The bill amends the optional membership statutes in the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program to 
provide for a one-time irrevocable election and removes all provisions relating to delayed elections and reentry 
into the plan to comport with federal law. 

The bill repeals language related to the purchase of back contributions that is no longer applicable due to the 
elimination of certain election options. 

The bill establishes the conditions under which a person who is a member prior to August I, 2010 may purchase 
service credit. 

The bill amends the group life insurance program statutes to remove language that is no longer applicable. 

The bill amends the optional membership provision in the Participating Local District Retirement Program to 
provide for a one-time irrevocable election to participate in the program. 

The bill provides for a one-time irrevocable election for persons hired by a participating local district with 
Social Security coverage. 

The bill provides for a one-time irrevocable election for persons hired, or rehired, by a participating local 
district that created an alternative retirement plan prior to the person1s hire date. It also provides that an 
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employee of a participating local district that creates an alternative plan after the person's date of hire can make 
a one-time irrevocable election into the alternative plan within 90 days. 

The bill amends the conditions under which a member may withdraw accumulated contributions when a 
participating local district withdraws from the program. 

The bill amends the conditions under which the retirement system must refund the assets of a withdrawn 

participating local district to include that the plan must be terminated in accordance with federal Jaw. 

The bill removes language regarding optional members rejoining a program of the retirement system that is no 
longer applicable. 

The bill amends the establishment clause of the Participating Local District Consolidated Retirement Plan to 

clarify that the plan is intended to be a governmental defined benefit plan and to state the purpose of the plan in 
a manner consistent with the other Maine Public Employees Retirement System defined benefit retirement 
programs. 

The bill amends the Maine Community College System retirement plan statutes to provide for a one-time 
irrevocable election into the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-595) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 474 makes changes to the Jaws gove~1in~ the qualifieddefined benefit retirement 
programs administ°'red by the Maine.Publ_ic Employees Retirement System to conform them to provisions of 

.the United States!llternal Reve.nue Code. '.]:bese chang"s are necessary to ~nsure th~ continue? qualified status 

.and favorabletax.treatinent of the.defined benefit.programs under thelnterna!Revenue Code, Sections 40l(a) 

an. •·d ... 414(_d) and._·.o. ther. ap·. plicable. pro .. v· .. isi.on_s .. The M. a_in. ePu_ b.·l_ic. Em .. P .. l_.o_ .. Y_ ee_s. Retirement SY ... • .. te·m· has r.e. cei_v .. ed 
favorable determination letters ftoil1 theinternal Reyenue S~rvice cmrfiffilingthe contiou.e~ qualificationof the 
Legislatiye Retirement Program, Judicial Retirement Program, State Employee and Teacher Retirement 
Program and Pa(ticipating _Local District RetirementProgralll, subject in part to the adoption 2fthe changes 

proposed in this law: 

The la.w adds langua~etoclarjfythat applical?le retirementrrograms are intended to be governmental qualified 

defined benefit plans under. the Internal. Revenue code .. 
- ~-->-- -- -- -- - <·_,--: ':- ,.-__ -_- -:_ ,' - - _:·-

The Jaw. amendst~e respectivet:tirement program statutes to comply with spedfic InternaJRevenue Code 

requirements that govel1/ .certafri op<;ltationaJ procedures currently in practice but.that !IlUSt be specifically 
referred to int]t: written plan docupient. In addition, the law amends the respective retirement programs to 

comply withtheprllvisions.ofthe fede,al TaxR~form Act of 1986, the federal U11employme11t Coillpensatioti: 
Amendm~nts of 1992;the federal.Omnibus j3udget RecqncHiation Act of 19.93; the federal Uruguay Round 

AgreementsAct,tbe feder~11Jnifoffiled Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994, the 

federal SmallBusioessJob Pro~ction Act ?f 1996, the federal Taxpay~r ReliefAct ofl 997,Jhe federal Internal 

J.lev~nu<J Service l}estructuring and ReformAct of 1998, t!'efeder~l Community Renewal Tax Relief Act of 
2000 and the federaJEconomiCGroW!handTax Relief Reconciliation Act of2001. More specifically, Public 

Law2009, chapter474: 

i.,Confiffil~ that.a melllfer is 100% vested irithe member's contrib.ution accounfpursuant to the Internal 
Revenue Code, Section 4Q 1 ( a)(7); 
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2. Specifies that a forfeiture of a benefit by a member or former member must be used to reduce the unfunded 

liability of the employer pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 401(a)(8); 

3 .. Provides that dis.tributionsto members must commence no later than the April 1st following the calendar 

yearinwhich the member.attains 70 1/2 years of age pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 401 (a)(9), 
mown as .the "required minimum distribution," and must be paid in accordance with the Code; 

4. Provides thatannual compensation of an eligible member that exceeds $245,000, adjusted yearly for 

cost-of-living increases, may not be taken into account in determining benefits or contributions due for any plan 
year pursuant.to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 401.(a)(l 7); 

5. Defines whatconstitlltes an eligible retirement plan, an eligible rollover distribution and a member for 

favorable tax roll.overs pursuantto the Internal Revenue Code, Section 401(a)(31); 

6. Specifies how. c?ntributions, benefits and service credit with respectto qualified military service must be 
provided i.n accordance with the Internal Revenue Code, Section 414(u) and the federal Uniformed Services 

Empl()ymentand Reemployment Rights Act of 1994; 

' ' 

7, E~t~bHshes a ceiling on the amount of llnnual retirement benefits that may be provided to a member pursuant 

to th.e Internal Revenue Code, Section 415, currently $195,000 for a member who has at least 10 years of 

service and .who is atleast 61 years of age; and 

8. Prohibits the Board of .Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System from engaging in certain 

transactions pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, Section 503(b). 

The law auth.orizes the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to adopt rules 

necessmy to. maintain the. qualified tax status of the governmental defrned benefit retirement plans administered 
by the Maine PubHc Employees Retirement System. 

The lawarnends the waiver provisions ofthe Legislative Retirement Program to provide that a Legislator is 

allowed a one-tim.e irrevo,cable election of whether to join.the prograIU. This language is added to comport 

\\lith various provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, federal treasury regulations and guidance providing that 
employees in. a.defuied benefit plan or pick-up plan may not have an election withrespect to participation or the 

hfilOUntofCoritributicinf) uniesS that election·-is a one-tim~ irrevocable election at the cOmmencement of 
,employDJent, and that election survives tl1e employee's entil'e working life with that employer. 

The Jaw provides a maximum automatic refund mnount under the existing refund of inactive account statutes 

pursuant toJnternalRevenue Code, Section 40l(a)(31)(B), 

Thela\\f est~blislles the employer reporting requirements for employees with optional membership in the State 

Emplo¥ee and Teach,~r Retiremept Program and sets forth the responsibilities of the employer in the optional 

membership election pr.oce~s· 

The law aIUends the optional membership .statutes in the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program to 
provide for a. ohe-time .. irrevocable election and removes all provisions relating to delayed elections and reentry 

into.the planfo comport with federal law. 

The law repeals languagerelated to the purchase of back contributions that is no longer applicable due to the 

'~li~in(ltion _Or'ce~alli" ~lec1:io~ options. 
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The law establishesthe conditions under which a person who is a member prior to August 1, 2010 may 
purchase service credit. 

The!aw amends the group .life insurance program statutes to remove language that is no longer applicable. 

The law amends the optional membership provision inthe Participating Local District Retiiement Program to 
provide for a one-time irrevocable election .to participate in the program. 

The Jaw provides for a one-time irrevocable election for persons hired by a participating local district with 
Social Security coverage. 

The Jaw provides for a one•time irrevocable election for persons hired, or rehired, by a participating local 
district that created an alternative.retirement plan prior to the person's hire date. It also provides that an 
employee of a participating local district that creates an alternative plan after the person's date of hire can make 
a olle'tin:le irrevocable elect.ion into the alternative plan within 90 days. 

Thelaw amends the. conditions under which a member may withdraw accumulated contributions when a 
participatinglocal district withdraws from the program. 

. . 

The law aniends the conditions under which the retirement system must refund the assets of a withdrawn 
partipipating local district to include that the plan must be terminated in accordance with federal law. 

The.law removes language regarding optional members rejoining a program of the retirement system that is no 
longer applicable. 

The law·amends the establishment clause of the Participating Local District Consolidated Retirement Plan to 

clarify that the plfill is intended to be a governmental defmed benefit plan and to state the purpose of the plan in 
a manner consistentwith the other Maine PublicEmployees Retirement System defined benefit retirement 

program~,, 

The law ~m.,nds the Maine Con.iml!nity College System retirement plan statutes to provide for a one-time 
inevocabl~ election.into the State Employee and Teacher.Retirement Program, 

LD 1595 An Act To Provide Continued Protection of Benefits for Retirees of the 

Maine Public Employees Retirement System 

SponsorCsl Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE OTP-AM S-356 

This bill protects retirees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System from decreases in retirement benefits 

due to decreases in the Consumer Price Index. This extends, to multiple years, the number of times a cost-of-living 

adjustment may be made to recapture actuarial gains lost as a result of a decline in the Consumer Price Index. This 

bill ensures cost neutrality for the unusual case where the Consumer Price Index in any year is not sufficient to 

compensate for it having been below zero the previous year. 

Committee Amendment "A 0 (S-356) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

206 

PUBLIC 473 



Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 473 protects retirees of the Maine Public Employees R<;tireme11t System' from decreas_es iI1 
retirement benefits due to decreases jn the Consrnner PriceJndel(. This extends,. to multiple year~,. the nrnnber_ of 
times a cost-of-living adjustment may be madeto recaptureactuaiial gains lost as a result of a decline in the·. . 
Consumer Price Index._ It-ensures cost neutrality for _th_e- unusrnil ·case where_ the Consumer Price Index _in ally-Yf:ar -is 
~gt __ stifficientto_con:ipens-ate fC?r it ~_aving_bee~_b~l~~ zero_the pr~Y_i'?us Year. 

LD 1626 An Act To Amend the Unemployment Compensation Laws Regarding 

Vacation Pay 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONfP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-648 

S-540 DIAMOND 

Under cu1Tent law, an individual is disqualified from receiving unemployment compensation benefits for various 

reasons, such as voluntarily leaving work; being discharged for misconduct; refusal to accept work; a work stoppage; 

falsifying on the work application; conviction of a felony or misdemeanor in connection with his or her work; 

absence frotn work due to incarceration; receiving remuneration in the form of"dismissal wages, wages in lieu of 

notice, terminal pay, vacation pay or holiday pay, nor for unemployment benefits received from another state. This 

bill removes the vacation pay restriction. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-648) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Labor, strikes the emergency 

preamble and the emergency clause from the bill. The amendment also provides funding for the estimated cost of 

the expansion of unemployment insurance benefits for state agencies that must directly reimburse the 

Unemployment Trust Fund and adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Senate Amendment 11 A11 To Committee Amendment "A" (S-540) 

This amendment strikes out the appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pllbliciaw 2009, chapter 63~relli()ves the restriction that disqualifies an individual from receiving unemployment 
c6-1:11P~ns_ati~~-b~nefit5~ fo{·any ~~ek'-~ 'Yhich !~e--indiv~,~~al receive~-, is-entitled 10 rebeive 0_1;-has received 
remw10ratio!l in the form ?f.vacafon _pay, It allows· executive branch departments and agencies to request trruis!"rs 
from the Salary Plan pr~grain forthe additional IJeneral.Fm1d and Highway Fm1d. costs incurred as a result of the 
addition~lunefi1ploymentbenefits authorized bythis law: . 

PUBLIC 638 

LD 1657 An Act Regarding Maine Public Employees Retirement System Life 

Insurance Policies 

PUBLIC 515 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-376 
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

This bill amends the law governing the distribution of group life insurance and group accidental death insurance 

benefits by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to state employees and teachers to require that the 

benefit be paid to the deceased1s duly appointed executor, personal representative or conservator for distribution 

according to the provisions of a lawfully executed will if there is no qualifying beneficiary designated at the time of 

the employee's death. The bill also makes technical changes to the law to accommodate this revision in the order of 

precedence. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-376) 

This amendment replaces the bill and moves the deceased employee's duly appointed executor or personal 

representative of the employee1s will after widow or widower in precedence for payment of group life insurance and 

group accidental death insurance benefits by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to state employees and 

teachers. The amendment also amends the law governing coverage for employees of participating local districts in 

order to maintain consistency across the program. The amendment establishes a time frame within which an 

executor or personal representative must contact the retirement syste1n in order for the claim proceeds to be 

distributed to the estate. The amendment removes all references to "conservator." The amendment makes the 

changes retroactive to January 1, 2009 for group life insurance and group accidental death claims not yet paid by the 

retirement system. The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L~w 2009, chap\er5 l S moves ~~ deceased ~mployee's duly appointed executoi- or personal representatiye of ·. 

the employe~'s will af!erwidow or widower ill precedence forpaymen~ of group life insurance and group accid~n(!il 
d~a(h insurance benefits b)' the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to state employees andteachers. Ita!sd; ·. 

amends the sedion oflawgoverning coverage for eriployees of paiticipating local distri.cts in order to maintain. 

consistency across th.e program.·. The law establishes a time frame of six months from the date of the d.eath of th~ 
eipp_l?Y~~ :.\\fit~itfwhich an _ex~cufor or personaI:representatiV~m_us_~ _contact the_ -~etirement system in_ otder for tbe 
claID;t_proceeds 1:q be __ distribµted to' the estate. -_Th~-Ia~:reinoves all r~ferences to>"con~ervator.11 · The Ja:w-also makes 

the ch.~11ges retroactive.to January 1, .2009 for group life insurance. and group accidental death claims not yet paid bf 
the retifement system. 

Public Law 2009, chapter S 15 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 17, 2010. · 

LD 1665 An Act To Prevent the Spread of HlNl 

Sponsor(s) 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

DIED IN 
CONCURRENCE 

This bill requires an employer to give a maximum of 52 accrued hours of paid sick leave per year to any employee 

who is employed by a large business employer and a maximum of 26 accrued hours of paid sick leave per year to 

any employee who is employed by a small business employer. Paid sick leave is accrued from the first day of 

employment and can be used on the 90th day and thereafter. 

Earned paid sick leave may be used by an employee during an absence from employment due to the physical or 

mental illness, inju1y or medical condition of an employee or an employee's family member; if the employee's place 

of business is closed due to a public health e1nergency; if an employee needs to care for a dependent whose school or 

place of care has been closed due to a public health emergency; for the purpose of an employee accessing necessary 

preventive health care or an employee's family member accessing necessary preventive health care; or due to the 

employee or the employee's family member being a victim of stalking, domestic violence or sexual abuse. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

An employer who provides compensated leave for reasons included in the bill equal to or greater than required by 

the bill satisfies the obligations of the bill. The bill applies to employees covered by a collective bargaining 

agreement. 

The bill prohibits an employer from discharging, demoting, suspending, disciplining, threatening, or otherwise 

discriminating against an employee who requests paid sick leave for reasons asserted in the bi1l or who files a 

complaint, testifies, or assists in an action brought against the employer for a violation of this bill. The bill does not 

prohibit an employer from taking employment _action against an employer for taking leave that is not protected under 

this bill. 

The bill requires the Maine Department of Labor to adopt routine technical rules to implement and enforce the bill. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-470) 

This amendment prohibits an employer from discharging, demoting, suspending, disciplining or discriminating 

against an employee who misses work or comes to work late for no more than five days in 12 months due to illness 

of the employee or ofa family member of the employee. The employee must make reasonable efforts to notify the 

employer at the time of the illness. 

The amendment does not prohibit an employer from taking employnient action against an employee for taking time 

off that is not protected by this or other applicable law. 

The Department of Labor is required to adopt routine technical rules to implement this provision. The e1nployee 

may seek relief from a violation of this provision by bringing a civil action in the appropriate court. 

LD 1681 An Act To Implement a Maine Unemployment Insurance Work-sharing 

Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON LTW 

This bill creates a work-sharing program that provides an alternative to layoffs during a temporary slowdown in 

business. Under a work-sharing plan, an employer elects to avoid layoffs by reducing the number of regularly 

scheduled hours of work for all workers in a specific unit or department or the business as a whole. Unemployment 

insurance benefits for the reduced hours of work are then payable as a proportion of the benefit amount for a full 

week of unemployment. 

A work-sharing plan is voluntary on the part of the employer. A plan must be approved by the Commissioner of 

Labor or the commissioner's designee and, if the employees are unionized, by their collective bargaining agent. 

LD 1711 An Act To Clarify the Status of Prisoners 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MAGNAN OTP-AM H-676 

209 

LEAVE TO 

WITHDRAW 

PUBLIC529 



Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

This bill clarifies that certain prisoners are not considered employees with regard to minimum wage laws unless 

they fit within one of the listed categories. The categories include sentenced prisoners who are employed by a 

private employer; participating in a work release program, sentenced outside an institution under a set of 

rigorous conditions imposed at sentencing (17-A MRSA 1261 ); participating in one of more than 50 

non-Federal prison work pilot projects (18 USC 1761); oron probation (34-A MRSA 2020-A). 

Committee Amendment "A 0 (H-676) 

This amendment adds persons employed while in a community confinement monitoring program to the list of 
persons protected by minimum wage law. It also adds this same group to the definition ofnemployee 11 in the 
workers' compensation laws. The amendment conforms a section of workers' compensation law that deals with 
incarcerated individuals to that definition. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 529 cl.,...ifies that c.~rtain prisoners are not considered. employees with regard to minimum· 
wage}aws unless they fit withinone of the listed categmies. The categories include sentenced prisone~s who are 

employed by a pri"ate employer; participating in a workrelease program, sentenced outsid~?ninstitution under a. set 
ofrigorous conditi0ns impos~d at sente~cing (17,A MRSA 1261); paiticipating in one of more than 50 .non-Federal 
prison ..vork pilot projects (18 USC 1761); ()r ?n probation (34-A MRSA 2020-A). 

The. law adds persons employed ..Vhlle in a comlllunityconfinementmonitoring pr0gral1l to the list of persons 
protected by minimum wage law. It adds this same. group to the definition of "employee" ln the workers' 
~onipen~ation laW_s; The. ia~ conf PnnS a sectiOll of w6ikCrs' -co~pensatlo1i_iaw that deal_s:·witll :incarcerated 
Individuals to that definition. 

LD 1715 An Act To Provide the Finance Authority of Maine with Flexible Health 

Care Options 

Sponsor(s) 

WRIGHT 
SCHNEIDER 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONrP 

This bill adds the employees of the Finance Authority of Maine to those eligible for participation in the state group 
health plan. 

The bill was no longer necessary because it was identical to a provision in the supplemental budget, Public Law 

2009, chapter 571. 

ONTP 

LD 1776 An Act To Protect Retirement Income PUBLIC 630 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OTP-AM S-405 

S-542 DIAMOND 

This bill allows teachers covered by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to purchase time attributable 

to days off without pay as a result of budget decisions made by local school administrative units fur fiscal yearn 
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. This bill provides to teachers the same benefits available to state 

employees. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-405) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and clause. 

The amendment allows participating local district employees covered by the Maine Public Employees Retirement 

System to make payments equal to retire1nent contributions that would have been made if the employees had been 

paid on days off without pay as a result of budget decisions made by a participating local district for the fiscal years 

ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. This amendment provides to those employees the same benefits available 

to other system members. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-542) 

This amendment makes changes to confmm to changes made in the supplemental budget, Public Law 2009, chapter 

571. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pubiit Law 2009, ~hapter G30 allows participatfu.gio~al disb-i~t-elllp!oye~~ ~overO:<l by the lVfuitie Publi~ Elllpl~y~e; 
Retirement System to make _payme~ts equal Jo retireme~t contributions that_would have been made ifthe employees 

had been paid ondays offwithout pay as aresllltofbudget decisions made by a participating local district for the 

fiscal years ending June 30, 2010 and Jnne 30,2011. This benefit is available_to_other members of the system. 

PublicLaw 20_09; chapter 630 was enacted. as an emergeµcy measure effectiveApdl 9,2010 .. 

LD 1815 An Act To Clarify the Construction Subcontractor Status of the Maine 

Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

Pursuant to Public Law 2009, chapter 452, this bill clarifies construction subcontractor status for purposes of the 

Maine Workers1 Compensation Act of 1992 by making the predete1mination status valid for one year. The 

predetermination creates a rebuttable presumption that the determination is correct in any later claim for benefits 

under the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992. The bill does not require a worker, an employer or workers1 

compensation insurance carrier to request predetermination. The bill directs the Workers1 Compensation Board to 

update the predetermination application, within existing resources, and submit it for review by the Joint Standing 

Committee on Labor. The bill also includes an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 569 

EMERGENCY 

P~blic La)rZ0.09 ,_ clia11te~S~9 ~huifies cpnsn'1ction subcontractor statusforpur~oses_ of the Mame Work~;:5• 
Compensation Act of 199~ by making the predetennfuation status-valid fo~ .one year. _The predetermination creates a 

rebuttable presumption thattlle determinationis correct in_ any later cla_im for benefits under the M_aine Workers' 

Compensation Act of 1992. 

The law. _does- not_ feqUire a __ worker, .. an eniployer Or wor}(ers_' cOrilpensliti_on .insut:ance carrier toJ·~:quest 
predetenriinati_on. 

- - - --

The _law directs-the Workers' Compensation Board to update the predete1minatioµ application, within existing 
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor 

. . 

Publ.ic Law 2009, chapter 569 was e.nactedas an emergency measure effective.March 30,2010. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

LD56 An Act To Join the Interstate Compact on the National Popular Vote DIED IN 

CONCURRENCE 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTIN JL 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill proposes to adopt the interstate compact that is the agreement among the states to elect the President of the 

United States by national popular vote. Under the compact and the bill, the presidential candidate who receives the 

most popular votes in all 50 states and the District of Columbia will win the presidency. Under this bill, all of the 

state1s electoral votes would be awarded to the presidential candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 

states and the District of Columbia. This bill would take effect only when enacted by states possessing a majority of 

the electoral votes, that is, enough electoral votes to elect a President, which is 270 of 538. 

LD833 An Act To Distribute Funds Received from the Racino in Bangor to the 

Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse 

Sponsor(s) 

CAREY 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-785 TRINWARD 

H-791 TRINWARD 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P 1053. 

This bill redirects 3% of revenues from slot machines that currently go to the Gambling Control Board to the 

Departtnent of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse for use in the treatment of addiction. 

House Amendment "A" (H-785) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It establishes the Gambling Addiction Prevention and Treatment Fund to be 

administered by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse. The amendment directs 

that through fiscal year 2012-13 net income from the Bangor racino equal to $50,000 be distributed to the General 

Fund for the administrative expenses of the Gambling Control Board be transferred to the Gambling Addiction 

Prevention and Treatment Fund. In fiscal year 2013-14 and for each fiscal year thereafter the transfer is increased to 

$100,000. The Office of Substance Abuse is required to report annually to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over gambling matters regarding the use of the fund. It also adds an emergency 

preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

House Amendment "A" To House Amendment "A" (H-791) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and the emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public LaW2009, chapt~r 622 establishes the Gfilllbling Aadiction Prevention and Treattnent Fnnd to. be. 

administe1;ed bY the Departrnentof Health and Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse. It specifies that through 
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Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

fi~~al ye!lf :io 12:i3 ;;et incom~fro~ the B~g,;~ racino ~qual t~ .$so;ooo bedlstrlbut~dt~ the General Fund fol· th~ 
admiriistrative expenses of the Gambling Control Board be.transferred to the Gambling Addiction Prevention and 
TreatmentFnnd. In fiscal year 2013-14 and for each fiscal year thereafter the transfer is increased to $100,000. Thi; 
Office of Substance Abuse is required to rep mt anl\ually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over gambling matters regarding the use of the fund: · 

LD 1330 An Act Regarding Gaming by Charitable Organizations 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-611 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill repeals the existing chapter of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17 on games of chance and replaces it with 
a new chapter. The provisions governing games of chance are the same but structured differently with the intent of 
clarifying the provisions within the chapter. This bill makes changes to cross-references in order to comply with the 

new section numbers assigned to the games of chance provisions. The only substantive change made by the bill is to 
the definition of "slot machine," which is amended by the bill to be consistent with other references to slot machines 

in the law and to recognize the electronic nature of modern slot machines. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-611) 

This amendment makes several technical changes and nonsubstantive clarifications to the bill. In the definitions it 
distinguishes between the machines that are eligible to be licensed and the machines that are not. It strikes the new 

proposed definition of "slot machinenand replaces it with a definition closer to the one in current law. The 
amendment incorporates sections of law that were enacted last year that permit nonmember volunteers of an 
organization to sell raffle tickets and an exception for certain organizations from the licensing requirement to 
conduct games of chance. It corrects an error in the bill with regard to the tournament game provision and replaces 

an inadvertently omitted section regarding evidence for investigation of violations. The amendment clarifies 
language and corrects duplicative provisions governing raffles. The amendment also specifies that a license for 
games of chance may be issued only to a person who is 18 years of age or older. This amendment also corrects 

cross-references. 

Enacted Law Summary 
------ ------ ____ "_________ ~--,-------- -----------

Publ.ic Law.2009~ chapter 487 repeals Chapter. \4ofTitle 17 which governs.the licensing and conduct of games 
of chance by non-profit charitable orga11iz~tioris. This law enacts anew chapterto rep lac~ chapter 14 and 
makes.non-substantive changes to clarify and organize the provisions oflaw governing games of chance. 

PUBLIC 487 

LD 1345 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Increase the Required Number of Signatures for a Direct Initiative 

or a People's Veto and To Limit a Direct Initiative to One Subject 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CAMPBELL 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MlN 
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Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to increase the number of signatures that a petitioner 

must gather for a people's veto or a direct initiative frotn not less than 10% of the total vote for Governor cast in the 

last gubernatorial election to not less than 20% of the total vote for Governor cast in the last guben1atorial election. 

It also limits a direct initiative to one subject. 

LD 1420 An Act To Alter the Distribution of Maine Clean Election Act Funding 
to Gubernatorial Candidates 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CAREY ONTP 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the ]24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill does the following. 

1. It reduces from 3,250 to 750 the number of qualifying contributions required for a gubernatorial candidate to be 

certified as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate. 

2. It provides that a Maine Clean Election Act gubernatorial candidate may continue to collect $5 contributions 

from registered voters in the State. 

3. It allows a voter who provides a $5 qualifying contribution to a gubernatorial candidate in a contested primary to 

provide an additional $5 contribution to that candidate after certification. 

4. It provides that each $5 qualifying contribution and each $5 additional contribution must be matched by a 

distribution of $55 from the Maine Clean Election Fund. 

5. It increases the distribution limits for gubernatorial primary elections from $200,000 to $350,000 and for 

gubernatorial general elections from $600,000 to $750,000. 

LD 1421 An Act To Ensure the Perpetual Care of Maine Veterans' Cemeteries 

Sponsor(s) 

COTTA 

MITCHELLE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-602 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. The purpose of this bill is to ensure the perpetual care of 

Maine veterans'; cemeteries. In order to accomplish this purpose, this bill establishes an irrevocable trust account 

within the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management for the exclusive purpose of maintenance, 

upkeep and care ofveterans1
; cemeteries within the State. Under the bill, the irrevocable trust will be authorized to 

receive, in addition to allocations from the Legislature, gifts, bequests and other funds from public or private 

agencies. Funds in the trust may not be encumbered for, or diverted to, purposes other than the maintenance and 

care ofveterans1
; cemeteries within the State. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-602) 

This amendment replaces the bill, which was a concept draft. The amendment establishes a fund to support the 

perpetual care of veterans' graves within the Maine Veterans' Memorial Cemetery System. The fund receives 

deposits from a portion of plot interment allowances provided by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The fund is authorized to receive public and private donations in addition to the plot interment allowance. The 

amendment directs the Director of the Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services within the Department of Defense, 

Veterans and Emergency Management to work with the Treasurer of State to develop a plan for investment of 

money in the fund and criteria for expenditures for the perpetual care of veterans' graves. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ch,;pt~~4ii establi~hes a fund to support the perpetual careofvct~;;;,,s• graves ~ithin the Maine 

Veterans' Memorial Cemetery System. The fund receives deposits from a portion of plot interment allowances 

provided by the United States Department of Vete~ans Affairs. The fund is• authorized to receive public and private 

donations.in addition to the plot int~nnent aUowance; This law requires the Directorofthe Bureau of Maine 

Veterans' Services within the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emerge~cy Management to work. with .the 
Treasurer of State to .develop a plan for investment of money in the fund and criteria for expenditures for the 

p~1Jie_tual_:care of vete~~i- grave~; 

LD 1437 An Act To Permit Video Gaming for Money Conducted by Nonprofit 

Organizations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CRAVEN ONTP 

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053. 

This bill allows operation of video gaming terminals by nonprofit organizations that are eligible for games of chance 

licenses and that are exempt from federal tax under Internal Revenue Code, Section 50l(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(8), 

501( c )(10) or 501(c)(l 9). These sections of the tax code refer to charitable organizations, civic leagues, fraternal 

benefit societies, domestic fraternal societies and associations and veterans' organizations. Organizations that 

currently have licenses for electronic video machines but do not qualify under one of those code sections may apply 

for an initial license while they seek the required federal tax status. The organization applying for the license must 

own or lease the premises on which the te1minals will be placed and must use the premises for its charitable or 

nonprofit purpose. 

Video gaming terminal manufacturers, wholesalers and operators must be licensed by the Chief of the State Police, 

following background investigations of the applicants and their major business partners. Local approval is required 

for a license to operate video gaming terminals. 

The license specifies the number of terminals allowed on the premises, and the maximum number of terminals 

allowed is 5 per licensee. Terminals must be licensed by the Chief of the State Police and must be connected to a 

computer system operated by the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations within the 

Department of Administrative and Financial Services. By the end of a 5-year phase-in period, this co1nputer system 

must provide continuous online 1nonitoring of video gaming terminal activity. Persons under 21 years of age are not 

allowed to use the machines. Only members of the organization and their guests are allowed to play. The maximum 

dollar amount for each play is $5 and the maximum payout is $1,250. Each game on each machine must return at 

least 80% of wagers to players, calculated on an annual basis. 
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Net te1minal income, which is income after payback to players, is divided as follows: 8o/o to the State for pay1nent 
into the Video Gaming Fund for administrative expenses, municipal revenue sharing and Public Education Fund 
revenue; 2o/o to the Compulsive Gambler Rehabilitation Fund; and 90% to the licensee. Licenses are issued for one 
year. Applicants for an initial license must pay the actual costs of processing the application and performing the 

background investigation. 

LD 1546 An Act To Improve Disclosure of Campaign Finance Information and 
the Operation of the Maine Clean Election Act 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM S-395 

This bill amends the existing requirements for political action committees and party committees to file campaign 
finance reports within 24 hours of receiving large contributions and making large expenditures during the last 13 
days before an election. Under the bill, the reporting requirements for political action com1nittees and party 

committees in this 13-day period are the same as the requirements for candidates. The bill requires political action 
committees and party committees to report any contribution of$1,000 or more received during the 13-day period. 
Under existing law, those contributions are not publicly reported until the regular financial report filed 42 days after 

the election. It also increases the threshold for political action committees and party committees to report large 
expenditures fro1n $500 to $1,000. The bill clarifies when a party committee must itemize contributions in its 
regular campaign finance reports. It specifies that a party committee must itemize contributions received from the 

same source totaling more than $200 during the time period covered by the report. The bill amends a requirement 
that a Maine Clean Election Act candidate keep a record specifying the work performed by a vendor if the candidate 
has paid $500 or more in public campaign funds to the vendor. The bill limits the requirement to campaign staff and 

consulting services, rather than services provided by vendors generally. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-395) 

This amendment strikes the provisions in the bill that change the reporting thresholds for political action 

committees, party committees and ballot question committees. The amendment exempts certain personal gifts from 
disclosure in the statement of sources of income that executive branch employees file with the Commission on 
Governmental Ethics and Elect.ion Practices. The exemption is for gifts made to the employee on the basis of 

personal friendship from sources other than lobbyists, as long as the e1nployee has no reason to believe that the gift 
was made because of the employee's official position. The amendment also removes the requirement that the 
employee swear to the statement before filing it with the commission. The amendtnent permits the commission to 
subpoena records and testimony of witnesses frotn sources outside the State. It also permits the commission to 

waive the filing of accelerated campaign finance reports by traditionally financed candidates whose Maine Clean 
Election Act opponents have received the maximum amount of matching funds. For individuals or groups who are 
required to file independent expenditure reports of expenditures made to influence candidate elections, the 

amendment deletes the requirement to report contributions received. Under the amendment, if the commission 
receives a document from a gubernatorial candidate seeking Maine Clean Election Act funding that contains 
telephone numbers, e-mail addresses or bank account or credit card information of the candidate's contributors, the 

commission shall keep that information confidential, with limited exceptions. Also, the amendment clarifies that, 
starting in the 2010 elections, if there is insufficient money in the Maine Clean Election Fund, the commission may 
permit publicly funded candidates to raise contributions in the same amounts as traditionally financed candidates. 

The amendment clarifies what triggers reporting under the laws governing ballot question committees by replacing 
language with a cross-reference to an existing definition of "campaign. 11 The amendment also corrects conflicts in 

current law. 

220 

PUBLIC 524 



Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 524 amends a requirement that a Maine Clean Election Act candidate keep a .record 
specifying the work performed by a vendor if the candidate has paid $500 or more in public campaign funds to the 
vendor:by lililiting th.e requirement to campaign staff and consulting services, ratherthan services provided by 
vendors. generally. ·The law exempts certain personal gifts from disclosme in the statem.ent of somces of in co Ille 
that exe.cutive branch employees file with the Connnission on Govermnental Ethics and Election Practices. The 
exemption is for gifts made. to the employee on the basis of personal friendship from somces other than lobbyists, as 
long a8th' e111pl6yee has no reason to believe that the gift was made because of the employee's official position. 
Chapter 524 also removes the requirement that the. employee swear to. the statement before filing it with the 
Co~sion; __ This law permits the commission to subpoena rec-6rdS mid testimon~ of witneSses from sources outside 
the State .. It. also permits the commissionto waive the filing of ac.celerated campaign finance reports by traditionally 
financed candidates \¥hose Maine Clean Election Act opponents have received the maximum amount. ofmatching 
funds. For individuals or groups who are required to file independent expenditure repmts of expenditures made to 
in.flu~nce candidate elections, chapter 524 deletes the requirementto report contributions.received. Under this law, 
if the commissiOn receives. a.document from a gubernatorial candidate seeking Maine Clean.Election Act funding 
thiif_colifainsiel~p¥one ·nutTibe~-S; e-_m,ail-~ddre_ss~s -or_ hahk_ accoun~_-or credit-card _infOnllatiOll_ '?f the--_candid_ate_'s 
contributors, the commissionshaU keep that information confidential, with limited ex~eptions. Also, ch~pter 524 
chrrifies that, starting in the 2010 elections, if there is insufficient money in the Maine Clean Election Fund, the 
commission.may permit publicly funded candidates to raise contributions in the sameamounts as traditionally 
financed candidates. Finally, this law clarifies what triggers reporting under the laws governing ballot question 
,committ~es,_b}'.,replacing_Jang_llag~ with a, c!"Oss-reference_ tt:?_ an exiSting_de_finiti()~ nf 11c~paign.11 

LD 1559 An Act Regarding Liquor Licenses for Qualified Catering Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS OTP-AM S-375 

This bill specifies that a qualified catering service that is eligible for a liquor license may host up to 12 events per 
year at a facility owned by the catering service and serve alcoholic beverages to be consumed on the premises. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-375) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It creates a pennit available to a qualified caterer licensed to serve spirits, wine 
and malt liquor as a caterer to conduct self-sponsored events at the caterer1s facility and serve these alcoholic 

beverages. The fee for the self-sponsored event permit is $700 annually in addition to the qualified catering license 
fee. Events conducted in accordance with this pe1mit must offer a diverse menu and may not exceed seven hours in 

duration. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 530 
EMERGENCY 

PublicL~w20Q9,.ch~pte1· 53() ~;e~t~~ a pe1mit avail~ble to.a qualified ~aterer licensed to s"rV" spirits, wine and malt ... 
liquor as .a caterer to conduct self-sponsored event~ atthe caterer's :fucility and serve these alcoholic beverages. TI1e 
fee for the self-sponsored event permit is $700 annually in addition to the qualified catering license fee. Events 
cO_nducted._ina9~oidance with this penriifmust offer a diverse menu and may not e:Xceed seven h_ours_ in dUratiOn. 

Public Law 2009; chapter 530~as. enacted as an emergency measure effective March 22, 2010. 

221 



LD 1579 

Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

An Act To Facilitate Voting by Uniformed Service and Overseas Voters 

Sponsor(s) 

WILLETTE 

GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-689 

This bill allows voters from all municipalities in the State to request absentee ballots using the Secretary of State's 

online absentee ballot request service. The bill also allows the Secretary of State to facilitate voting by uniformed 

service and overseas voters by a11owing central issuance, receipt and counting of the absentee ballots of these voters 

and electronic transmission of absentee ballots to and receipt of absentee ballots from these voters. 

Committee Amendment "A" (Hw689) 

PUBLIC 563 

EMERGENCY 

This amendment clarifies a provision in the bill that allows the Secretary of State to receive absentee ballots for 

uniformed service and overseas voters by e-mail or fax. It requires the Secretary of State to adopt rules regarding the 

central issuance and processing of absentee ballots for uniformed service and overseas voters to ensure the ballots 

are examined, counted and stored in the same manner as regular absentee ballots. The amendment requires the 

Secretary of State to issue a report on the central issuance and processing of absentee ballots for uniformed service 

and overseas voters to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over voting matters by 

March I, 2011. The amendment also specifies that the bill, as amended by this amendment, does not apply to the 

primary election scheduled to occur in June 2010, and adds an emergency preamble and clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Laf2iio9, ch~pter 563 aUows voters froill aU municipalities ill. the Stateto request abse;t~baiicil;-using the 

Secretaty of State's. on line absentee ha1!otrequest service .. Italso.allows the Secretary of State to facilitate voting by 

uniformed servic" and overseas vot~rs by allowing central issuance, receipt and counting ofthe ab.sentee baUots of . 

these. voters and electronic tnmsll1ission ?fabsentee ballots tu and receipt of absentee .ba11ots.from these voters. It .. 
requires the Secretary of state io adopt nil es regarding the central .issuance and processing of absentee ballots for 

~i~?rmed s_elVice and overseRsVoiers 'to ensme_ the ballots)ife-_ejramined;_:;cpunted.aiid __ Stc)fed in th~-_sam,e IDWmer as_ -

regular absentee b.aUots, Chapter563 requires the Secretary of State to issue a report on the central issu!Ulce and 

processing of absentee ballots for uniformed seryice and oyerseas voters to the joil)t stan~ing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over voting matters by MarchJ, 2011. FinaUy,this Jawspecifies that the uniformed···. 

~ervices and overseas voting provisions do not apply to th.e primary election scheduled to .occur in June 201 O. 

Chapter563 was enacted as an emergenpy measure effective March 29, 20 l 0. 

LD 1596 An Act Regarding Mobile Service Bars at Municipal Golf Courses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J OTP-AM 

PUBLIC 472 

EMERGENCY 

Current law requires that only employees of a golf course may dispense or sell malt liquor from a licensed mobile 

service bar. This bill provides that employees of a restaurant or lounge licensed to serve alcoholic beverages that is 

contracted by a municipal golf course that does not have its own liquor license may sell or dispense malt liquor from 

a mobile service bar on the municipal golf course. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-352) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and e1nergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 472prcvid~slhat employees of a restaurant or lounge Hci;nsed to. serve alcoholic 

beverages pi.at is contracted by a municipal golf course that does not have its own liquor Iicenseinay sell or dispense 

malt liquor from a mobile service bar on the municipal golf course. 

Chapter 472 was enacted as an emergency measure elfective Februaiy 23, 2010 ... 

LD 1627 An Act To Improve Access to Data in the Central Voter Registration 

System 

Sponsor(s) 

TRJNWARD 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-656 

H-687 TRINW ARD 

This bill repeals several provisions of law relating to the imple1nentation of a central voter registration system. The 

bill removes the provision of law that would have repealed laws governing the use and distribution of central voter 

registration syste1n information and clarifies the restrictions on access to data from the central voter registration 

system, enhances access to voter data by governmental or quasi-governmental entities for authorized purposes other 

than solicitations and improves access to absentee voter data and statistical data. The bill provides that individuals 

or entities that purchase voter data electronically are entitled to receive up to 11 free updates to the data in a 

one-year period, but not more frequently than one update in any 30-day period. The bill also moves the provisions 

of law regarding the biennial municipal caucus list into the section of law governing access to data from the central 

voter registration system. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-656) 

This amendment replaces date ofbilth with year of birth as a record that is made available from the central voter 

registration system for cainpaign-related and get-out-the-vote purposes. It also provides that fees collected by the 

Secretary of State for providing records from the central voter registration system may be used to offset costs 

necessary to comply with the federal Help America Vote Act of2002. This amendment increases the fees for 

records proposed by the bill by 10%. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-687) 

This runendrnent clarifies that the use and distribution of central voter registration system information for party 

activities are permitted even if those activities do not relate to a campaign or a so-called "get out the vote" effort. 

The amendment also adds language that allows a Legislator use of central voter registration system data for purposes 

of communicating with the Legislator1s constituents and conducting legislative business. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009 ,chapter 564 repeals several. pro._;lsions of law relatiiig to theimpl~merita1.ion of a central voter 

regis_tratiOn_ ~ystem·,---_~t r~_To_ve_s :~e-_ 1_'su_nset_0 p_rovision _that .w~uld have -repealed-Iaws -goVemin_g the_:us-~-~nd 
distribution of, c~nU1ll :voter_registration_ systenr'infonnation an~ cl_ari:fies the_res~ictions on -~cc_ess:t?,-:-~atafrOfil the 
central -vote1~1egi~trati_on.:syst~~' e_nh_ances __ acc_ess to·_voter ·data by governmelital-or_ qu_asi-gov~~·runental:enti_ties-for 
authorized purposes other than solicitations and impr~ves access to absentee vot<lr data and statistical data .. Chapter 
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564 proV:ides that individuals .or e~tities thatpurchasevoter data electronically are entitled to receive up to 11 free 
updates to the data in a one-year period, but not more, frequently than one update in any 30-day period. It also . 
provides that fees collected by the Secretary of State for providing records from the central voterregistration system 
may be used to offset costs necess'!".Y to comply with the federal Help AniencaVote Actof2002. Chapter 564 
incre~.esthe fees for records by 10%. 

ThiS ii:tw-m~_~es tlie prqyisions._ofla~·regar_dingthe biennial rilllpi~ip'al-caucus li5-tillt~)fu~ .s_ection-of_law goveriling 
access to <lata from the central voter registratiOn system; It clarifies that the use and distrib11tion of central voter 
registration system information for party aCfivities are permitted even iftbose activities do not relateto a campaign· / 
or a so-c'.'!led ''get out thevo.te." effort. Finally, chapter564 also adds language that allows a Legislatoruse of central · 
voter registration system data for purposes of communic~ting with the Legislator's constituents and conducting 
leg_i_Slative bu_sln~~~-.-

LD 1628 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Taste Testing of Alcoholic 
Beverages 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-645 

PUBLIC 510 
EMERGENCY 

This bill amends the law governing the taste testing of alcoholic beverages to remove a provision that requires taste 
testing of alcoholic beverages by licensed retail establishments to be conducted in a manner that precludes the 
possibility of observation by children. It replaces that provision with a requirement that signs announcing the time 
and date of a taste-testing event be posted for at least seven days immediately prior to the event. The bill also makes 
a minor technical clarification. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-645) 

This amendment removes the specific time period that a sign announcing an alcoholic beverage taste-testing event 
must be posted. ·The amendment also increases the number of events a licensee may conduct from 12 to 24 per year. 
Finally, the amendment also allows for invitation-only taste-testing events in place of or concurrent with an event 
open to the public. 

Enacted Law Summary 

r---,--oo- ---

Pul>lf c Liiw 2009, chapter510 ;unends theiaw governing th°'taste t(!~tingof alcoholic beverages .to remove a 
provision that reqajres taste testing of alco?olic beverages by Jice).lsed retail establishments to be conducted i~ a 
manner that.precludesthe possibility ofobi;e1vation by c!n1dren.Jt replaces tbatprovfaion with ~requirement that . 
signs ;"""ouncing the time and date ofa taste-testing event be posted prior to the event. Chapter 510 increases the 
numbecof events a licensee way conduct from 1.2 to 24 per year and al.so allo~s for invitation-only taste-testing . 
_e\r'~Ilt~ -i*,pi~ce-9f:or cOnCU~nt_Wiih an-6V~_~t_op_en tO- th~ phbH~. 

Publicta\¥2009; chapter5J.owas ena.ctedas anemergency llieasureeffective lvlarch 16, 2010. · 

224 



LD 1629 

Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs 

An Act To Streamline Wine Registration Requirements 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

Cun-ently, under rules adopted by the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Liquor Licensing and Compliance, the 

fee to register a wine label is $10. This bill increases the fee to $20 and specifies that if the sa1ne wine is later 

offered as a different vintage, a new label is not required. 

LD 1630 An Act To Clarify the Laws Governing Instant Redeemable Coupons 
Included with a Spirits Product 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FITTS OTP-AM H-634 

This bill clarifies that instant redeemable coupons included with a spirits product may be attached to the product by 

an agent of the manufacturer or the manufacturer's sales representative. Current law allows only the manufacturer to 

attach the coupons. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-634) 

This ainendment provides that an instant redeemable coupon on a spirits product may be offered by the spirits 

product manufacturer1s agent or sales representative and must be made available to all agency store licensees who 

wish to participate in a coupon promotion and is for the benefit of the consumer only. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009' chapte~ S04 provides that an instant rede~mabl~ coupon on a spirits product i:nay be offe~~dby the 

spirit_s-.p~~(ftict ma~{ifa,~~~r1S--~~enf§~ ;SaleS rei)ie~e_ntativ~ _al}d:~us~ b:~--made;:ava_~hi~Ie--to:al_l ~gency_-Stbre 1icetiS~~ 
who wish to. participate in.a coupon promotion and is.for the benefitofthe consumer only: · 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 504 

LD 1656 Resolve, To Transfer the Ownership of the Bath Armory to the City of 
Bath 

RESOLVE143 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-351 

This resolve transfers the ownership of the Bath Armory to the City of Bath as permitted by statute for the sum of 

$1. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-351) 

This amendment strikes the requirement that the Bath Armory be transferred to the City of Bath for $1 and requires 
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that the Bath Armory be transferred to the City of Bath for no less than $175,000. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Reso)ves 2009, ch;pter i 43 ~eqtiir~~th;ttheBath p;;,~ory b~ t~ansf~r~~cl to the CiiY~iBath !'61: noless!l1;;, 
$175,000. 

LD 1667 An Act To Amend the Election Laws and Other Related Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN OTP-AM S-384 

The bill corrects an inconsistency between the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1 and Title 21-A with regard to the 
period of time that the Office of Fiscal and Program Review has to prepare an estimate of the fiscal impact of each 
constitutional resolution or statewide referendum on state revenues, appropriations and allocations. The bill 

clarifies the qualifications of the registrar of voters and what other positions the registrar is prohibited from seeking 
or holding. The bill allows the warden, ward clerk and deputy wardens of a municipality to be registered voters of 
the county, rather than requiring them to be registered voters of the municipality. The bill removes the require1nents 
that the fiscal impact statement for direct initiatives of legislation must be posted with the sample ballots at least 
seven days before election day and posted in each booth on election day. The bill clarifies that any member of the 
public may inspect absentee ballot envelopes and applications before they are processed, according to certain 

procedures and titnes specified in law. The bill also makes grammatical changes and fixes gender-specific language. 

Committee Amendment "A'' (S-384) 

This amendment replaces the provision in the bill that allows a person who is not a resident of a municipality to 
serve as warden, ward clerk or deputy warden for that municipality, as long as that person is a resident of the county. 

The amendment specifies that this exception is allowed on a per election basis only in the event of a vacancy in the 
warden, ward clerk or deputy warden position. The amendment strikes the provision in the bill that required the 
fiscal impact statement on direct initiatives to be available to a voter upon request instead of in the voting booth as in 

current law. The amendment specifies that the fiscal impact statement must be posted with sample ballots outside 
the guardrail in the voting place so as to be visible to voters. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law'.2.Q09, ~hapter S38 cl.arIBestha{any m~mber ofthepllblicmay ioipect absentee ballot envelopes 
and. applications before they are processed, according to certain pr~cedures and times specified hilaw. It 
provides that a person wbois not ll resident of a municipality may serve as warden, Wllfd clerk or. deputy 

wardenf?r tl1at municipality, as long as !hat.person is a.r~sident of the C!>~nty. This ~xceptio~ is allowed. ?n a 
per election. basisonly in the eventof a vlicancy in the ward~n, ~ard clerk or deputy warde11 positio~. Chapter 
538 specifies thatthe.fiscaliinpact statement on constituti01ialame11dme11ts and statewide referenda must b; . 

posted witllsrunple ballots outside the !Plardrail in thevoting place so astohe visible to voters. This law also 
makes~eyeral gl'lllllDlatical cb311ges ail~ fixes gender~specific language ...•• ·. 
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An Act To Prevent Predatory Signature Gathering and Ensure a Clean 
Citizen Initiative and People's Veto Process 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires the Secretary of State to make electronic lists of certified signatures from petitions for direct 

initiatives of legislation and people1s veto referenda beginning December 2010. The bill also extends the time period 

that a person has to examine petitions when challenging the decision of the Secretary of State from five to I 0 days. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of State to reject certification of signatures on a petition for a direct initiative of 

legislation or a people1s veto if the person who signed the petition submits a written request to the direct initiative or 

people's veto applicant 15 days prior to the date when the petitions are due to the municipal clerk for verification. 

This bill also requires registration of organizations that receive cotnpensation to collect or support the collection of 

signatures on petitions for a direct initiative of legislation or people's veto referendum. Finally, this bill makes a 

technical clarification to the campaign finance and disclosure laws regarding ballot question committees. 

ONTP 

LD 1691 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Taste Testing of Alcoholic 
Beverages by Retail Licensees 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

WEBSTER 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill strikes a provision that requires taste testing of alcoholic beverages by retail establishments to be conducted 

in a manner that precludes the possibility of observation by children. It replaces that provision with a requirement 

that signs announcing the time and date of a taste-testing event be posted for at least seven days immediately prior to 

the event. The bill also increases from 12 to 18 the maximum annual number of taste-testing events that may be 

conducted by stores or licensees that are open year-round. The bill also requires that taste-testing events that take 

place at full-service grocery stores be set up in a way that a person who chooses not to take part in the taste-testing 

event may navigate through the store and maintain a distance of a minitnurn of 15 feet from the taste-testing event 

unless the store is a specialty store that showcases alcoholic beverages or is too small to meet the 15-foot distance 

requirement for taste-testing events. The bill also provides for invitation-only taste-testing events. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-428) 

This amendment, which was not adopted, removes the provisions relating to wine retailers and malt liquor retailers. 

It also removes the requirement that an agency liquor store that is a full-service grocery store be a certain size in 

order to be subject to the provisions regarding where in the store taste-testing activities must be conducted. 
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LD 1692 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Amend the Requirements Governing Direct Initiatives 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to require that the text of a direct initiative of 

legislation identify the amount and source of revenue required to implement the initiative and, if applicable, identify 

the program or programs whose funding must be reduced or eliminated to implement the initiative. This resolution 

also directs the Office of Fiscal and Program Review to provide reasonable assistance to the proponent of the direct 

initiative. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~688) 

This amendment, which was not adopted re1noves from the resolution the provision that requires the Legislature's 

office of fiscal review to provide assistance to a person filing a direct initiative to identify the fiscal impact and 

propose a means to fund the initiative. The amendment also makes a technical cotTection. 

LD 1712 An Act To Exempt Certain Mobile Homes from the Radon Testing 

Requirement 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTIN JR 
PERRYJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LTW 

This bill exempts rented mobile homes that are not affixed to permanent foundations from mandatory radon t~sting. 

LD 1713 An Act Pertaining to Educational Benefits for Veterans and Their 

Dependents 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the law pertaining to educational benefits for veterans and their dependents to provide that if a 
child is unable to enroll in a degree program prior to turning 22 years of age due to the veteran's total permanent 

disability claim pending with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, then the child may apply to begin 
the benefit within two years from the date of the veteran's award notification letter. 
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LD 1730 An Act To Strengthen the Ballot Initiative Process 

Sponsor(s) 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-443 

S-481 SULLIVAN 

S-487 TRAHAN 

This bill repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, section 904 and enacts a new section 904-C to conform 

with technical drafting standards. It requires that the penalties for violating this section include a mandatory $1,000 
fine that may not be suspended. It also prohibits a person who has been convicted of fraud or forgery in the last five 
years from circulating a petition. The bill requires that a person or entity receiving compensation for collecting 

signatures on a petition or a person or entity compensating another person for collecting signatures on a petition 
shall register with the Secretary of State. Failing to register is a Class E crime that includes a mandatory fine of 
$1,000 for an individual and $10,000 for a company. Funds generated by the fines for failing to register must be 

paid to the Maine Clean Election Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-443) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and replaces the bill. The amendment requires a unique 
identifier on petitions for a direct initiative of legislation and people's veto referendum that comprises the circulator's 
initials and a sequential number representing the petitions circulated. It also requires that a petition must be signed 
and notarized prior to being sub1nitted to a municipal clerk for verification. It directs the clerk to make copies of all 

petitions submitted for verification by circulators. The amendment creates a registration require1nent for petition 
organizations that are compensated to organize, supervise or manage the circulation of petitions for a direct initiative 
or people's veto. The amendment extends the amount of time that a person has to challenge the decision of the 
Secretary of State to reject or certify petitions from five to 10 days and reduces the number of days the Superior 

Court has to rule on the challenge from 45 to 40 days. Finally, the amendment makes a correction to the statute to 
comply with a 1998 Maine Supreme Judicial Court decision that denies the right of de nova trial to a person 
challenging the decision of the Secretary of State to reject or certify petitions. The amendment also makes the 
statute consistent with the Constitution of Maine, which allows for a total of 100 days for a final decision on the 

certification of a petition for a direct initiative or a people's veto. 

Senate Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-481) 

This amendment removes language requiring the registrar to make a copy of each petition. It retains language 
requiring the registrar to make a copy of a petition that the registrar suspects was submitted in violation of petition 

requirements. 

Senate Amendment "C" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-487) 

This amendment does the following. 

1. It removes language from Committee Amendment "A 11 requiring the circulator of a petition to affix a unique 
identifier to the top and bottom of each page of a petition, and instead amends existing law to require the Secretary 
of State to provide space on each petition page intended for signatures for the inclusion of a unique identifying 

number to accompany the name of the circulator. 

2. It provides that if petitions are not signed and verified before being submitted to the registrar, the registrar is 
required only to retu111 the petitions. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic Law 2009 chapter 611 requires the Secretary of State to provide space on each petition page intended for 

sign~tures for a -ai_~ect i~i_ti~?~_e.-or a _:people's v_etO fa:r_the inclusion:of a u:nique_id_~ntifying number to accompany t_he 
name of the circulator on that petition. This law requiresthe mnnicipal clerk or registrar to make a copy ofa petition 

for a direct initiative or peOple1s ·v_eto th<it the clerk or registrar- suSpectS Was· sllbmitted in violatiOn of petition 
reql_lirements:-_It_creilteS __ a registration requITemen_t for petiti~n organlzatio~~ thil.t' are cOmpensated_to org~, 
supervise oi manage the circulati.on of petifons for a direct initiative orpeople's veto .. This law also extends the 

amount of timethat a person has to challenge .th.e. decisi.on of the Secretary of State to reject or certify petitions from 

five to 10 days andredu~es the number of days the Superior Court has to rule 011 the challenge from 4S t~ 10 days. 

Chapter 611 makes a correction to the statuteto comply with a 1998 J\::laine Supreme Judicial C:ourt decision that 

denies the right ofde novo.trialto a person chall".!lging the decision of the Secretary of State to reject or certify 

petitions. This. Jaw also. makesth.e statute consist~nt with the Constitution of Maine, .which al.lows for a total oflOO 

days.for a final: decision on.the ce1tificatiO:i:i Of a petition for a direct initiative or_ a people1S veto. 

LD 1731 An Act To Modernize the Bingo Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

MITCHELL W 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-646 

This bill authorizes the use of a lucky seven dispenser by a licensed Indian tribe in connection with the sale of lucky 

seven tickets or raffle tickets. It also defines "lucky seven dispenser. n In addition it specifies that rules pertaining to 

beano equipment do not apply to high-stakes beano. The bill also repeals the provision of law that allows an 

organization to operate high-stakes beano games on 27 weekends per year. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-646) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment provides that an Indian tribe licensed to conduct high-stakes 

beano and licensed to sell lucky seven or other similar tickets may use a dispenser to sell the tickets. The 

amendment specifies that the tickets dispensed mtist provide the element of chance, not the dispenser. The 

amendment provides that the Chief of the State Police may adopt routine technical rules to facilitate the use of 

dispensers. The amendment also changes the title of the bill and adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2oo9, chapter ~05 provicl~s that an Indlan-tribelicensed to conduct high'sta~es b.eano and licensed to sell 

lucky.sev~n or other similar:tickets may IJSe a dispen~er to sell the tickets .. The la~ specifies that thetickets . · 

dispenied must provide the element of ch~nce, not the dispenser. ghapter 505 provides that the Cliief of the State 

Police may adoptr()utine .technicalrules tofacilitate the use of dispensers. 

PUBLIC 505 

LD 1759 Resolve, To Transfer the Ownership of the Fort Kent Armory from the 

Military Bureau to the University of Maine at Fort Kent 

RESOLVE212 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTIN JL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 
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This resolve transfers the ownership of the Fort Kent Armory to the University of Maine at Fort Kent as permitted 

by statute forthe sum of$!. 

House Amendment "A" (H~831) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. It authorizes the transfer of ownership of the Fort Kent Anno1y to the 

University of Maine at Fort Kent for $150,000 by means of a quitclaim deed. It requires the funds to be deposited in 

an Other Special Revenue Funds account within the Depart1nent of Administrative and Financial Services to be used 

to meet the outstanding Maine Governmental Facilities Authority obligations associated with prior improvements to 

the Fort J(ent Armory as a first priority. It also provides that any balance remaining after meeting the outstanding 

obligations associated with the annory, as determined by the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial 

services, must be used for maintenance and repair costs at National Guard armories. The amendment also adds an 

appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Reso!V:es. 2009, chapter212 authorizes the transfer bfownership of the FortKentAnnory to the U~lversityof 
Maine at Fqrt Kent for$.150,000 by means ofa quitclaim deed. It requires the funds to be depositedin anqther 

Special R.evenueFunds ac~OUJ1l Vl'ithin the Department ofAdministratiye aJ1d. Financial Services to be us.edto 

p°'etthe outstanding Maine Governmental. Facilities ~ut11ority obligations ass()ciated with. prior improvements 

to the FortKent Armory as a first.priority. It also provide~ that any bal~nce remallling after meeting the 

outstanding obligations associated )'lith the armory, as determined by th~ Commissio!l~r ()fAdministrative and 

Financial Services, musl'be used for maintenance and repair costs at National Guard annories. 
' - -- - - -·-- - - - - -- -- - - --- -- ---- - -- - - - ' -

LD 1770 An Act To Extend the Temporary Reduction in High-stakes Beano 

License Fees 

Sponsor(s) 

MITCHELLW 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-671 

PUBLIC 534 

EMERGENCY 

Current law provides that the annual license fee for a high-stakes beano license is $50,000, except that the fee due in 

2008 and 2009 was $25,000. This bill extends the reduction in license fees to 2010 and 2011, and requires that the 

Chief of the State Police, with input from those federally recognized Indian tribes issued licenses for high-stakes 

beano, submit a report by February 1, 2011 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over legal and veterans affairs regarding enforcement and administrative functions conducted with regard to 

high-stakes beano, including recommendations regarding fees for high-stakes beano licenses. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-671) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLa,y 2009, chapter 534 exte~dst!l.e red~ction in lic.ense fees for high.stakesbeano frop $50,000 to $25,000 
through 2011. It require~ th~tthe Chiefofthe State Police,with input fro1n those federally recognized Indian tribes 

issued lice?ses for high-stakes beano, .submit a r~po1'\by FebrlllllY 1,.2011 to thejoint s!a\lding committee of the 

Lei;islatur~ havingj~tisdiction over legal andveterans. affairs regarding enforc.ementand adnlinistrative fl.lnctions 
conducted wiihregard to high-stakes beano, including recommendations regarding fees for high,stakes beano 

licenses. 

~ubllcLaw 2009,chapter534 was enacted asanemergencymeasll]'e ef[eCtive March22, 2010. 
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An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Working Group To 
Study Landlord and Tenant Issues 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-719 

H-743 TRINW ARD 

This bill implements the unanimous recommendations of the working group to study landlord and tenant issues. 

The bill does the following. 

1. It makes changes to the abandoned and unclaimed property law to simplify the process for landlords and 

tenants. 

2. It makes several changes to update the law and clarify that the provisions apply to written leases and to 

tenancies at will. 

3. It codifies in law the holdings ofrecent court decisions relating to a landlord's responsibilities to provide 

reasonable accommodations to a tenant. 

4. It requires that a tenant be given written notice of the right to contest an eviction action. 

5. It provides a remedy for a tenant ifthe landlord fails to pay for heat or utilities. 

6. It allows a municipality to intervene to provide basic necessities to ensure the habitability of property leased 

to tenants and gives the municipality a lien against the landlord for the costs. Basic necessities include 

maintenance, repairs, heat and utilities for which a landlord or tenant is responsible. 

7. It establishes the duties of a landlord and tenant when a dwelling unit has a bedbug infestation. 

8. Under current law, a tenant may make minor repairs and deduct the costs from rent up to $500 or 1/2 a 

month's rent. The bill allows a tenant to deduct from rent the full cost associated with making necessary repairs 

to property in foreclosure if the landlord fails to maintain the property. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-719) 

This amendment does the following. 

1. It clarifies the duty of a landlord with regard to the conditional release, sale or disposal of unclaimed property of 
a tenant. 

2. It clarifies that a pest control agent employed by a landlord to control a bedbug infestation must carry liability 
insurance. 

3. It clarifies that a landlord must disclose to a tenant the tenanfs costs of compliance for requested bedbug 

inspection or co~trol measures. 

4. It requires that a landlord must notify a tenant of the reasons for and scope of the request for access to premises to 

inspect for or control an infestation of bedbugs. 
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5. It amends the provision allowing a tenant to make necessary repairs to a property in foreclosure and deduct those 
costs from monthly rent to remove language referring to a successor to the interest of a landlord and to restrict the 
amount a tenant may deduct for repair costs from rent to the equivalent of2 months1 rent. 

6. It amends the definition of"basic necessities" to clarify that a municipality would not have authority to obtain a 
lien against a landlord for the costs of basic necessities that are the responsibility of a tenant. 

7. It clarifies that a tenant has the ability to recover damages from the landlord for a violation of the security deposit 
laws. 

House Amendment "A" (H~743) 

House Amendment "A11 repeals a provision that does not confonn to changes made in the bill to the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 14, section 6013. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi2J.:~;,;:2009,~hapter56.6 implements the w1an~~~~ re~~!l1Il1c;;;dations of the working group _to study 
landlprd and ~enarit issues, The Jaw makes the foU0wing changes to the landlord and tenanUaws. 

1.1'11e1aw ma!ces changes to the abandoned a1la unc1iiimeclproperiy1aw to simplify the process for1a11a1ords 
and tena11ts. 'fhe)aw also repealsa provision in Title 33,section 1954 relating to aband~!'ed property held by a 
landlon:I that doe~ not conform to the. changes made in the faw to the Maine Revised S!i!tutes, Title 14, section 
6013. 

2.'>Th~lawmakes severalchang~S:fo clarify that statutory pro~isions apply to written leases aiia to tenancies at 
will. 

3 .. The lawc(>difies the holdingsof recen!court decisions relating to a landlord's responsibilities to provide 
reasoriable ·a~~Ofilffiodati~nS ''t6 · a·tellant. 

' ," ··.---- - -. ' -

4,TheJa\Yr~quiresthat~\enant be given written notice of theriibtto contest an eyiction acti()fi. 

. . 

5 .. The law provides a rem~y for a tenant if the landlord fails to pay for heat or utHitie.s: 

6.· The1aw ~Hows a mu!liCijlaliiy tojnterv~ne to provide basic necessitiesto ensure th~ habitability~fpropertY 
lease~totenants and gives.the municipalio/ .a.lien against the landlord f~irthe costs .. Basic. necessiti.es .include 
maintenance,.repairs, IJ.eatand utilities for which alandlorciis responsible, · 

7c The law establilihes the. duties ()f ~landlord and. tenant when. a dwelling 1lllit. has a bedbug infestation. ·. 
-- -- :-_>-- - ' ' ' -__ :-_-----,';_ >.-., :-..· 

8, Tfl1der cut1·enflaw, a t~nant 111aymakeminor repa\r; aiia deduct _the costs from rent up to $500 or 172 a 
m0ntli's ~ent Public Law200)l, chapter 566allows atenantto deduct fi"o/11 rent up to.an aniountequivalent to 
two monthsrentfor the costs of making n~cessary.repairs to prqperty in foreclosureifthe landlord fails to 
IJ.laintairi the prope11y. 

9. The law clarifies that a tenant llasilie ability to .recover damages from the landlord for a viofation of the 
security deposit laws. 
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An Act To Allow a Casino in Oxford County 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This initiated bill authorizes a casino at a single site in Oxford County. The municipal officers or the voters of any 

municipality in which the site is located must approve the casino for the operation of the gaming facility. The 

location of the casino must satisfy certain criteria regarding the distance of the casino from health and safety 

infrastructure. To be eligible for a casino license an applicant must own a facility that is within 10 miles of the 

proposed casino at which harness racing was conducted pursuant to a license from the State Harness Racing 
Commission for the 2009 racing year. The casino is authorized to contain slot machines and table games, including 

card gan1es, dice games and other games of chance, including, but not limited to, blackjack, poker, dice, craps, 

roulette, baccarat, money wheels, wheel of fortune or any electronic facsimile of such a game. The initiated bill 

increases the total number of slot machines that may be registered in the State from 1,500 to 3,000 and provides that 

a casino operator may not operate more than 1,500 slot machines at a casino. The initiated bill provides for 

regulation of the casino by the Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Board. The initiated bill requires the 
casino operator to collect and distribute to the State 46% of the net slot machine income and 16% of the net table 

game income. The money paid to the State from the net slot machine income must be used for the following 

purposes: 

1. Twenty-five percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the Department of Education to be used 

for funding kindergarten to grade 12 essential programs and services; 

2. Four percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the University of Maine System Scholarship 

Fund; 

3. Three percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the Maine Community College System for its 

scholarships program; 

4. Four percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the tribal governments of the Penobscot Nation 

and Passamaquoddy Tribe; 

5. Three percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the Gambling Control Board for administrative 

expenses, including gambling addiction counseling services; 

6. Two percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the municipality in which the casino is located; 

7. One percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the Agricultural Fair Support Fund; 

8. One percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to supplement harness racing purses; 

9. One percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the Sire Stakes Fund; 

10. One percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the county in which the casino is located to pay 

for mitigation of costs resulting from gaming operations; and 

11. One percent of the net slot machine income must be directed to the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources to fund dairy farm stabilization. 
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The money paid to the State from the net table game income must be used for the following purposes: 

1. Ten percent of the net table game income must be directed to the Depart1nent of Education to be used for funding 

kindergarten to grade 12 essential programs and services; 

2. Three percent of the net table game income must be directed to the Gambling Control Board for administrative 

expenses of the board, including gambling addiction counseling services; 

3. Two percent of the net table game income must be directed to the municipality in which the table games are 

located; and 

4. One percent of the net table game income must be directed to the county in which the table games are located to 

pay for mitigation of costs resulting from gaming operations. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-804) 

This amendment, which was not adopted, proposes a competing measure to the initiated bill that would authorize a 

. single casino in Oxford County. The amendment establishes a tribal commercial track license. The tribal 

commercial track must be located in Washington County. The amendment increases eligibility for a casino operator 

license tO include an operator in Oxford County, a tribal commercial track and a commercial track that was licensed 

to operate slot machines as of January 1, 2010. A casino operator that is a commercial track that was licensed to 

operate slot machines on January 1, 2010 would be subject to distributions from table games and slot machines in 

the same manner as existing distributions from slot machine income, except that there would be no distribution of 

gross slot machine or gross table gatne income. Each casino would be required to submit 16o/o of net table game 

income to the Gambling Control Board for distribution. Under this amendment, a casino in Oxford County would be 

required to submit 46o/o of net slot machine inco1ne to the Gambling Control Board. A casino at a commercial track 

or tribal commercial track would be required to submit 49% of net slot machine income to the Gambling Control 

Board until an Oxford County casino commences operation, at which time the percentage is reduced to 46%. 
Under this amendment the casino at a tribal commercial track would be authorized to operate up to 500 slot 

machines. Other casinos are autho1ized to operate up to 1,500 slot machines. The total number of slot machines 

authorized to be operated in the State is 3,500 under this amendment. There are no limits on the number of table 

games. The amendment establishes an initial fee for a casino at a tribal commercial track at $75,000 with an annual 

renewal fee of$24,000. An initial application fee of$225,000 is required for a casino in Oxford County. A casino 

that is a commercial track that was authorized to operate slot machines as of January 1, 2010 would not be subject to 

an initial application fee for a casino but would be required to pay the same $80,000 annual renewal fee as proposed 

in the initiated bill for the Oxford casino. 

LD 1831 An Act To Amend the Laws Pertaining to High-stakes Beano 

Sponsor(s) 

MITCHELLW 
MITCHELLE 

Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

This bill provides that a dispenser of lucky seven or other similar tickets may be connected to a remotely 

located computer programmed to determine the tickets' element of chance. 
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Enacted 

LD 1559 

LD 1596 

LD 1628 

LD 1630 

Not Enacted 

LD 1629 

LD 1691 

Enacted 

LD 1330 

LD 1731 

LD 1770 

Not Enacted 

LD 1831 

Enacted 

LD 1546 

Not Enacted 
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SUBJECT INDEX 

Alcoholic Beverages 

An Act Regarding Liquor Licenses for Qualified Catering 
Services 

An Act Regarding Mobile Service Bars at Municipal Golf 
Courses 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Taste Testing of 
Alcoholic Beverages 

An Act To Clarify the Laws Governing Instant Redeemable 
Coupons Included with a Spirits Product 

An Act To Streamline Wine Registration Requirements 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Taste Testing of Alcoholic 
Beverages by Retail Licensees 

Beano and Games of Chance 

An Act Regarding Gaming by Charitable Organizations 

An Act To Modernize the Bingo Laws 

An Act To Extend the Temporary Reduction in High-stakes 
Beano License Fees 

An Act To Amend the Laws Pertaining to High-stakes Beano 

Campaign Finance and Maine Clean Election Act 

An Act To Improve Disclosure of Campaign Finance Information 
and the Operation of the Maine Clean Election Act 
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Enacted 
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Not Enacted 

LD 1345 

LD 1690 
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Enacted 

LD 1790 

Not Enacted 

An Act To Alter the Distribution of Maine Clean Election Act 
Funding to Gubernatorial Candidates 

Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management 

Resolve, To Transfer the Ownership of the Bath Armory to the 
City of Bath 

Resolve, To Transfer the Ownership of the Fort Kent Armory 
from the Military Bureau to the University of Maine at Fort Kent 

Elections 

An Act To Amend the Election Laws and Other Related Laws 

An Act To Join the Interstate Compact on the National Popular 
Vote 

Initiatives and Referenda 

An Act To Strengthen the Ballot Initiative Process 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine To Increase the Required Number of Signatures for a 
Direct Initiative or a People's Veto and To Limit a Direct 
Initiative to One Subject 

An Act To Prevent Predatory Signature Gathering and Ensure a 
Clean Citizen Initiative and People's Veto Process 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine To Amend the Requirements Governing Direct Initiatives 

Landlord/Tenant Laws 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Working 
Group To Study Landlord and Tenant Issues 
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LD 1421 
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LD 1627 

An Act To Exempt Certain Mobile Homes from the Radon 
Testing Requirement 

Slot Machines and Gambling 

An Act To Distribute Funds Received from the Racino in Bangor 
to the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of 
Substance Abuse 

An Act To Permit Video Gaming for Money Conducted by 
Nonprofit Organizations 

An Act To Allow a Casino in Oxford County 

Veterans 

An Act To Ensure the Perpetual Care of Maine Veterans' 
Cemeteries 

An Act Pertaining to Educational Benefits for Veterans and Their 
Dependents 

Voting 

An Act To Facilitate Voting by Uniformed Service and Overseas 
Voters 

An Act To Improve Access to Data in the Central Voter 
Registration System 
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Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

LD932 An Act To Establish Area Management of Maine's Scallop Fishery 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE ONI'P 

LD 932 was carried over from the First Regular session. It is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208 and 

seeks to establish area management of the State's scallop fishery. 

LD 1331 An Act Regarding Saltwater Recreational Fishing 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERCY ONTP 

LD 1331 was carried over from the First Regular Session. The bill establishes a saltwater recreational fishing 

license, dedicate the fees from licensing to the Marine Recreation Fishing Conservation and Management Fund 

and gives the Commissioner of Marine Resources authority to make expenditures from the fund for purposes 

such as fisheries management research and education and outreach. The bill also removes the exemptions from 

the commercial license requirements for certain methods of fishing for personal use. LD 1331 establishes the 

Marine Recreational Fisheries and Habitat Advisory Council and repeals the Marine Recreational Fishing 

Advisory Council and the Sea Run Fisheries and Habitat Advisory Council. 

LD 1432 An Act To Create a Saltwater Recreational Fishing Registry 

Sponsor(s) 

TRAHAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-464 

S-479 BRYANTB 

LD 1432 was carried over from the First Regular Session. The bill creates a saltwater recreational fishing registry to 
register persons engaged in saltwater recreational fishing that would be administered by the Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife through the department's existing licensing program. It directs the Commissioner of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife to negotiate a memorandum of agreement with the United States Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to exempt the State from the federal registry if the State submits 

data from the saltwater recreational fishing registry proposed in this bill. LD 1432 also deappropriates $12,000 from 
the Department of Marine Resources recreational fishing program to fund the saltwater recreational fishing registry. 

Committee Amendment "C" (S~464) 

LD 1432 was recommitted to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources. This committee amendment 

replaces the bill and: 

239 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 559 



Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources 

1. Creates a saltwater recreational fishing registry administered by the Department of Marine Resources to register 

persons engaged in saltwater recreational fishing; 

2. Creates a striped bass endorsement and a commercial operator's license and require that individuals fishing for 

striped bass obtain an endorsement and captains of vessels licensed to carry passengers for hire for saltwater 

recreational fishing obtain a com1nercial operator's license; 

3. Sets the striped bass endorsement fees for residents at $5 and nonresidents at $15 and creates a $10 resident 

lifetime striped bass endorsement for a person 70 years of age or older. It also sets the fee for a commercial 

operator's license at $50; 

4. Directs that revenue raised from the striped bass endorsement and com1nercial operator1s license be deposited in 

the Marine Recreation Fishing Conservation and Management Fund; 

5. Directs clerks or other agents appointed by the Commissioner of Marine Resources to register people on the 

saltwater recreational fishing registry, issue striped bass endorsements or issue commercial operator1s licenses to 

charge a fee of $2 for each person registered, issued a striped bass endorsement or issued a commercial operator1s 

license. It also requires the commissioner to charge a fee of $1 for each registration taken, endorsement issued or 

co1nmercial operator's license provided by department employees; 

6. Makes a violation of the registration, endorsement or license requirements a civil violation for which a fine of not 

less that $I 00 may be adjudged; 

7. Provides that a person on the registry or who holds a striped bass endorsement or a license issued under this 

amendment would be subject to the applicable suspension provisions under marine resources laws; 

8. Provides that members of a federally recognized Indian tribe in Maine recreationally fishing in salt water must 

register annually free of charge; 

9. Provides an exemption to the registration and striped bass endorsement requirements for a person under 16 years 

of age, a person with a disability, a passenger on board a vessel captained by an individual who holds a commercial 

operator1s license, a person renting a smelt fishing camp from a commercial operator that holds a commercial 

operator's license, a disabled veteran and a resident fishing on July 4th, Labor Day weekend or Memorial Day 

weekend; 

10. Provides that a person holding a valid New Hampshire saltwater recreational fishing license may fish in salt 

water in the area from Maine1s southern border to Cape Neddick; 

11. Directs the commissioner to work with fishing and hunting groups and other interested parties to notify and 

educate the public about the saltwater recreational fishing registry; 

12. Requires the commissioner to report registry infonnation to the United States Department of Commerce, 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in a form and manner as required by the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration; and 

13. Sets an effective date of January I, 2011. 

Senate Amendment "C" To Committee Amendment "C" (S-479) 

This amendment exempts a person from the saltwater recreational fishing registry if that person indicates on a valid 

fishing license that that person engaged in saltwater recreational fishing during the prior year or plans to engage in 

saltwater recreational fishing during the period covered by the license and exempts a resident of the State who 
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makes that indication from having to obtain a striped bass endorsement. It also direct the Department of Inland 
·Fisheries and Wildlife to provide this data to the federal or state agency responsible for monitoring saltwater 
recreational fishing at a time and manner as determined by that agency. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 559 does the followiJ:lg: 

L .It creates a saltwater.recreational fishing registry administered by the Department of Marine Resources to register 

persOils eilgaged_in saltwaterrecreational fishing; 

2, It .. creates a-Striped b'asS·endorsem.ent ~d a commefcial operator's license and fequires.that individuals fiShing,for 
striped bass obtain an endorsement and captains of v.essels li.c.ensed to carry passengers for hire for saltwater 
reCreatiOnaI fj.shillg obtain a Commerciarop.eratOf's license; 

3. It sets the striped bass endorsement fees for resi~ents at $5 lincl nonresidents at $15. and creates a $! 0 resident 
lifeti111e striped bass endorsement for a person 70 years of age or older .. It sets the fee for a commercial operator's 

license. at$50; 

4. It e){empts .•person ftomthe saltwater recreational fishing registryifthat personindicates on a valid fishing 
license that that per~on engaged in saltwater.recreational fishing d~ring the prior year or plan5 to engage in saltwater 
recreational fishing <luting th.e petiod covered by the license. It also exempts a resident of the State who makes that 
indication from having to obtain a striped bass endorsement; 
: --_:;•"' _: ___ -,--,--: __ :_-_" _:-:,. ' -- -- ·-· - . ', - <_ . 

. 5 .. Itp"ovides an exemption fo the ~egistration and striped bass endor;ementrequirements for a'person under 16 
years of age, a person with a disability, a passenger on board a vessel captained by an .individual who holds a 

c·&i~erc_ial'operat9_r's li~~ns-e~-a person reniing ·a ~melt fishing camp from a c_ommercial operator thai:ho_Ids a 
commercial operator's license, a disabled veteran and a resident fishing on July 4th, Labor Day weekend or 
MetnorialPayweek~nd; . . . 

~·.·.It provides th~t metnbers of~ federally recognized Indian tribe in Maine recreatiomilly fishing in saltwater must 
register annually free of charge;. 

It pm vi des that a personholding a valid New Hampshire saltwater recreatitmal fishing license may fish in 
saltwater in !he area from Maine's southern border to Cape :Ned dick; 

,8. · 'ltd~ec,!s that the·:-~evenue··rais:d fr_om t1fe ~biped ·baSs-_endOrsement atld-~omm~rcial-operator's 1ic-ense -b~ 
deposited in the Marine Recreatio.n Fishing .Conservation and Management Fund; · 

- . -

9. It requires clerks or other agents appointed bythe Commissioner ofMarlne Resources toregister people on the 

saltwRter iecreati6~_al _ti_shing re~stt)r·, isSU~ ·Stripe~ -bass endorsements_ ~r-:issu_e po~_ercial _operator1_~_1ic-ens~sto_ 
Ch,~~g_ea fee-_of $2_~for_~~ch.Pc:rs~~ regist_ered, ,isstf~d __ a striped bass endorsement o~,-~Su~d-a·commerciill operator1S 
l~_cen~e_. :It ~lso requjre_s:_th_e_ comilli-ssi_oner to ~_harge __ a fee .of$1 for_ each _registratio_n-taken, _endorsement issued or 
.commercial Qperator'slicense providedby department employees; 

'-'-:---- - -- - --:~-,--- .:;·>:._,; - - --- -- - - - --:::: -'-/- - --

·10_~ _,:itm~kes a vi01~tion:ofthe--regi~~-ati0n, endorse1n~nt_or-liCense ~e'qu~ementS a·CiViI Violation fof-Which-a-_fine-Of 
hot less that $100 mafbe adjudged; 

I l;i it provides thafapersoh on the registry oi who holds a. striped bass endorsement is siibjeCt to the. applicable 
SUspell-siOn PrOvisiOns-~Cl_er.matme-reSOurceS I_~'Ys; 

12. It clirects!he commissioner tq .work with fishing and hunting groups and other interested parties to notify R!ld 
ed11cate the public about the saltwater recreational fishing registry; 
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I?, It requires the. commissi~ner to report registry infonnation to the United States Department of Commerce; 

N.ational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in a form and manner as required by the Nation~! Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Adljlinisfration; and 

14. It becomes effective on January!, 2011. 

LD 1560 An Act To Eliminate the 3-trap Limit in the Waters of the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-367 

LD 1560 eliminates the limit in current law of3 lobster traps per trawl in the waters off Hancock County. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-367) 

This amendment eliminates the 3-trap limit in current law and adds an effective date of January 1, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La'Y .2009 chapter 499 eliminates the 3-trap li1nit in currentlaw and becomes effective on.January :f,. 20.11. 

LD 1567 An Act To Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in Marine Resources 
Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

PERCY 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-707 

LD 1567 makes the following changes to the laws governing marine resources. 

1. It amends the timing of issuance and renewal of the seaweed buyer's license, the enhanced retail seafood license 

and the wholesale shellfish harvester's license to expire on March 31st of each year making them consistent with 

other dealer licenses. 

2. It adds the enhanced retail seafood license to the list of shellfish dealers who must allow access to their facilities 

for shellfish inspection. 

3. It removes a conflict in the law regarding suspension and revocation ofa lobster and crab fishing license created 

when two bills amending the same section were passed in 2009 (PL 2009, c 394, §3 and PL 2009, c 151 §5). The 

bill would incorporate both changes made by those two laws. 

4. It makes a suspension of license laws for failure to appear, answer, pay or failure to comply with court order for 

support consistent. 

5. It provides that a person's ability to obtain a license is suspended if that person fails to pay state tax obligations. 
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6. It amends the "molesting lobster gear11 statute to extend the 11restitution° provision to persons other than those 

who hold a lobster and crab fishing license. 

7. It allocates $20 of each Class II lobster and crab fishing license for persons over 70 years of age to the Lobster 

Fund. 

8. It increases the amount of money that must accrue to the General Fund for each eel harvesting license from $33 to 

$50. 

9. It removes the prohibition against the commissioner to issue a sea urchin and scallop diving tender license or to 

allow a person to act as a tender without meeting certain requirements to making it illegal for a person to act as a 

tender without meeting those requirements. 

10. It repeals and replaces the sea urchin and scallop diving tender license section and provide that as long as one 

person in present on a boat used as a platform for harvesting sea urchins and scallops by hand has met the tender 

safety requirements, all other persons present on the boat may operate the boat and handle the harvested product. It 

also sets the fee for a sea urchin and scallop diving tender license at $133 to resolve an existing conflict in the law. 

11. It repeals and replaces the scallop license handfishing sea urchin license section of the law and clarify that a 

person acting as a tender to an individual possessing an individual hand fishing scallop license must also possess a 

scallop or sea urchin tender license. It also provides that an unlicensed person that has met the required safety 

standards for a tender acting as a tender for an individual with a hand fishing scallop license with tender may 

possess, ship, transport and sell shucked scallops taken by the license holder. It increases the fee for a handfishing 

scallop license with tender from $161 to $193. 

12. It makes a technical correction to a license name. 

13. It adds a $40 surcharge to the hand fishing scallop license with tender. 

14. It provides that the surcharge collected for a sea urchin and scallop diving tender license is split equally between 

the Scallop Research Fund and the Sea Urchin Research Fund. 

15. It repeals and replaces the handfishing sea urchin license section of law and provides that a person acting as 

tender to an individual possessing a individual handfishing sea urchin licenses must also possess a sea urchin and 

scallop diving tender license. It also increases the fee for a handfishing sea urchin license with tender fi:om $161 to 

$202. 

16. It adds a $60 surcharge on a handfishing sea urchin license with tender. 

17. It provides that a person who purchases dry seaweed in an amount that is equivalent to 10 wet tons or more must 

purchase a seaweed buyer's license. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-707) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It eliminates the Atlantic Salmon Commission and the per diem reimbursement for co1nmission members. The 

funding for the commission was eliminated in Public Law 2009, chapter 462. 

2. It removes references to a person's 11right11 to obtain a license regarding suspensions for failure to pay taxes, 

comply with support orders or appear in court and replaces them with 11 eligibility to obtain or hold. 11 

3. It corrects the proposed allocation of$20 to $10 from each Class II lobster and crab fishing license for persons 
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over 70 years of age to the Lobster Fund. 

4. It clarifies that it is prima facie evidence of possessing illegal scallops if a person licensed under the scallop laws 

is shucking scallops when the vessel has scallops onboard under the minimum size restriction. 

5. It changes the license surcharge for a hand fishing scallop license with tender from $40 to $100 to correct a 

conflict created during the First Regular Session of the I 24th Legislature. 

6. It provides that the Commissioner of Marine Resources may not open a shellfish area that has been reclassified 

from a prohibited to a restricted classification after January 1, 2010 to depuration harvesting without the approval of 

the affected municipality. If a municipality fails to document to the commissioner within 4 weeks of the 

reclassification that it intends to take significant measures to be incorporated into its pollution abatement plan or if 

the municipality indicates it will not develop a pollution abatement plan, the commissioner 1nay open that area to 

depuration harvesting without the consent of the municipality. A municipality needs to report its progress on the 

pollution abatement plan every 6 months. 

7. It authorizes a wholesale seafood license with shrimp permit holder to process shrimp. 

8. It makes a number of technical changes to existing statutes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

- -

PublicLaw2009; chapter561 does the following: 
- ·-· .· ~ 

_.,. . . ., 

1. lt amen.ds .the timing oflssuance and. renewafofthe seaweed buyer's li~ense, the enhanced retail seafoodlicense 

and thewli9Jesale shellfish harvester's license to expire on March 31st of each year making them consistent with·• 

oiher:dealer li_censes; 

2 . .It adds the enhanced retail seafoodfaense to ilie list of shellfish dealeriwho must allow acc~ss to their facilities 

for shellfish inspection; 

3 ;:,__ It-reinOves _a-c~n~_iCt.in_.the.law r~ga;ding s~SpC~icin and revocation -of a lobster_ ruid Cr3.b. fi~h_ing_ lf~ense_ crecit"ed·:-_·: <

whep two billsarr1endingthe same sectiop ~:re passed fa 2009 (PL2009;.c 394, §3.and PL 2009, c 151 §5). Public. 

Law 2009, chapter 561 incorporates both changes made by those two laws; 

4 .. ltmal<.es a suspension of license Jaws fcir failure to appear, answer, pay or failiife tocomply 'Nith court order for··· 

'.s.upPOrt consistCtit; 

; . . :_:· - _-: . -_.: - . _:_ . .: - .. ·: -- ' _. -

5. It provides \hat a person's ability to obtain a license is suspended if that person fails to pay stale~ obligations; 

.- . _· __ . ···.>;.-. ·. . .;·····.·.·.• .. ·----..... ·· 
6._ -It amendS:th.e· 11ril."01estirig·lobster gear_" statute tO-.extend-·ihe."restiiutiori~.1-provisiob,. to_·persons_Other than those 
who hold alobster .. lll1d crabfishllg license; . . 
_. . __ _. ·-. 

7. It allocates $10 9feach Cl~s JI 19b~term1d crab fishing licensefor persons ov~r70 years 0fiigeto the Lobster 
Fui1d; 

8. Jt incr~ases the amount ofmoni:y that must ac~rueto the Genentl Fund for each eel harvesting license from $33to 

$50; 

9. ItrenioveS . .th,_e··.pro?i_PitiOn.at?~i~stfu_e;_co~lli~_$ioner.to ·i_ss_u~ as~-~ urChm_and·s~llo~ div~gtender lic~ns~ or to. 
allow a person to act as a tender without meeting certain requirements to making it illegal for a.person to .act as a 

teiider with6Ut mt:eting thOS~-requirem:ents; 
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io. It-tepe-als an_d replaces.ilie sea-urchin and s~allop diving tender license section and provides that as long as one 
person in present on a boat used as a platfonn for harVesting sea urchins and scallops by hand has met the tender 
safety requirements, all other persons present on the boat may operate the boat and handle the harvested product. It 
sets the feefor a sea urchin and scallop diving tender license at $133 to resolve an existing conflict in the law. 

l l. It repeals and .replaces the scallop license handfishing sea urchin license section of the law and clarify that a 
person ~c~in-g as a tender to an individual possessing an individual hand-fishing scallop license must also possess a 
scallop or sea urchin tenderlicense. It provides that an unlicensed person that has met the required safety standards 

for a tender acting as a tender for an individual with a hand fishing scallop license with tender may possess, ship, 
transport and sell shucked scallops taken by the license holder. It increases the fee for a handfishing scallop license 
with tender·from $16lto $193; 

12; It adds a$100 surcharge to the hand fishing scallop license with tender;. 

13. l.t provides thafthesurcharge collected for a sea urchin and scallop diving tender license is split equally between 

th~ Scallop Research Fund and the Sea Urchin Research Fund; 

]4.·It repealsand replaceSthehandfishing sea urchin license section oflaw and provide that a person acting as 

ten4~rJ_o an_ itidivid~alpossessing _a lndividual handfi~hing sea urchin licenses must also possess a sea urchin and 
scallop diving tender.license. It increases the fee for a handfishing sea urchin license with tender from $161 to 

$202; 

·. 

15. It adds a$60 surcharge on ahandfishing sea urchin license with tender; 
. . . 

16. It pr\)vides that a person who purchases dry seaweed in an amount that is equivalent to 10 dry tons or more must 

p~rchase a seaweed buyer's license; 

17,-:~:_It eli_ajinates :t~e·Atlantic ·salmon Commis-Sion and the per diem reimbursement for commission members. The 
funding for the commission was elimin.ated in PublicLaw 2009, chapter.462; 

18. lt blarifies thatit is prim a facje evidence of possessing illegal scallops ifa person licensed under the scallop 
laws is shucking scallops v;hen theyessel bas scallops onboard under the minimum size restriction; 

19. It provides thatthe Commissioner of Marine Resources may not open a shellfish area that has been reclassified 
from a prohibited to a restricted classification after January I, 20 I 0 to depuration harvesting without the approval of 

the lilf ected.municipality; .If a municipality fails to document to the commissioner within 4 we~ks of the 
reclassificati?n!hat it int.ends to take significant measures to be incorporated into its pollution abatement plan or if 
the municipality indicates it will not develop a pollution abatement plan, the commissioner may open that area to 

depurationharVe~tingwithout:the consent of the municipality. A municipality would need to repo1t its progress on 
the pollution abatement plan every 6 months; and 

20. It aut]J.orizesa_~holesale seafoodHcense with shrimp pennit holder to process shrimp. 

LD 1584 An Act To Require That Marine Resources Dealers Purchase Only from 

Licensed Harvesters 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

EATON 01P 
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This bill creates a requirement that seafood and marine wonn dealers, when buying directly from a harvester, 

purchase marine organis1ns only from a properly licensed person. It also creates a requirement for harvesters, upon a 
dealer's request, to show their licenses to the dealer. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 4 78 requires that seafood and marine ;,,,orm dealers, when buying directly from a 
harvester;_pu_rchaSe-rharine organisms only fro_rii a-properly licensed_ person. It also· requires'. harvesters~ upon a 
dealer's request, to show their l.icenses to the dealer. 

LD 1593 An Act To Amend the Lobster Meat Laws and Expand Economic 

Opportunity for Maine's Lobster Industry 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PINGREE 
DAMON 

OTP-AM H-643 

PUBLIC 523 
EMERGENCY 

LD 1593 implements some of the recommendations of the Governor's Task Force on the Economic Sustainability of 

Maine's Lobster Industry. It changes existing laws governing the handling of lobster parts and tails in order to 
improve the markets for the lobster industry. It eliminates the lobster tail permit and fee and create a new lobster 
processor license to allow for increased market flexibility through the rule-making process. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-643) 

This amendment caps the fee the Department of Marine Resources can set for the lobster processor license by rule at 
$750 and to change the effective date of the bill from April I, 2010 to July I, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Puhii~i.l{.,2oci9, ~h~pt~~523 implemenls~omeoftherecommend.ations of the Gtiv'emor's TalikF~rceon the . 

).lconomic S~taitiability of Maine's Lobster 1ndpstry. It eliminates the lobster tail permit and foe and creates •.11ew 
ammaHobster processor license that authorizes the activities allowed under the lobste; tailpermit .but also allows the 
holder to process lobsters and lobs.ter meat i.n accordance with rules adopted by the commissioner. A person must 
have a wholesale seafood lic<mse w.ith a lobster pennit and the lobster processor license to conduct the activities 
:a~th_or;_~,fb)r-the proceSso:r-iicenSe: It :also _-authori_ze~-the ComniiS-sioner.to set-iii~ fee.f6r the IOb~t_er pr~Ce~-srir 

~license by rule. 

- ---
Public Law 2009,. chapter 523 authorizes the commissioller to grant waivers forspeci:fic lobster p1~duc~ not 
addressedinrules that are produced by holders. of the lobster pro~essor lic.,nse. lt also exempts hotels or restaurants 
from th~ license lithe meat is removed within the establishment for serving on t11e premise as is cun1:ntly provided 
under the)obster mea(pennlt. lt caps.the foe th~ Department of Marine Resources can set for the. lobster processor 

license byrule at $750 .and to change, 

Public Law 2009, chapter 523 was enacted as an emergency measure effective onJuly I, 2010. 
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An Act To Clarify the Marine Resources Laws To Provide for the 
Protection of Public Safety and Welfare 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-385 

LD 1604 clarifies that the Commissioner of Marine Resources has the regulatory authority to close an area to fishing 

should it be necessary to protect the public safety and welfare. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (S-385) 

This amendment consolidates the existing rule-making authority of the Commissioner of Marine Resources with 

regard to gear conflicts, public health and the provisions proposed in the bill regarding the protection of public 
safety. It also authorizes the commissioner to adopt emergency rules to prevent property damage and provide that 

the co1nmissioner must hold a public meeting within 48 hours of adopting an emergency rule regarding the 

protection of public safety or the protection of property. The amendment provides that the public meeting is not a 
public hearing for purposes of the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. 

Enacted Law Summary 

~~blicLaw 2009;ch'\pte~:528proyid~~ th~tthe Comrni;;ionerofMiiii'\e Re~Olll:<)e~Ji.,S the f<l~'\tory authority to .. 
close an ru-eato thhing should it be necessary to protect the public safety and i,velfu[e .... ]t also consolidates the 
existing rule:inakiitg authority of the commissioner with regard to gear conflicts, public health and the protection of 

public safety, Public Law 2009, chapter 528.authorizes the commissioner to .adopt emerg~ncy rules to preyent 

property damage."'1dprovides that the commissi~ner m,usthold '\Public meeting wi(hin .4~ hour~ ofadopting an 
emergen_cy rule regarding the protection of public safety or the protection ofproperty. It also provides that the 
public meeting is not~ public hearing for purposes of the Maine Administrative Procedme Act. 

LD 1724 An Act To Create a Commercial Pelagic and Anadromous Fishing 
License and Establish the Pelagic and Anadromous Fisheries Fund 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-393 

LD 1724 creates a new license for commercial pelagic and anadromous fishing and a new dedicated fund to provide 

the revenue needed to conduct research related to pelagic and anadromous fisheries management and to gather 

fisheries landings information relative to the harvest of pelagic fish and anadrornous fish. It also allows the licensing 

fund to be used for research and development programs that address restoration, development and conservation of 

pelagic and anadromous fish resources. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-393) 

This amendment authorizes the Commissioner of Marine Resources to determine by rule what crew members may 

fish under a com1nercial pelagic and anadromous fishing license that provides for crew members. It also amend the 

fees for a commercial pelagic and anadromous fishing license to reflect fee changes in other commercial finfish 

fishing licenses made last year. The amendment reduces the surcharge on a commercial pelagic and anadromous 

fishing license for resident operators without crew members from $150 to $50 and increases the amount for residents 
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with crew members from $100 to $200 and for nonresidents with crew members from $100 to $400. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blicfaw 2009,chapte~527 ~re~ie~ilnewiicens~ior-,;omm~;.~faiJ,~1~gic.ana ariaa-..o~;;;; fishing and~;;~;··· 
dedi.catecl [und to provide the revenuene~.ded to conductresearch related topelagic and anadrmnonsfisherles 
management and to gatherfisherieslandings information relative to the harvest of pelagic fish and anadromousfish. 
ljallows the licen~ingfund.to be nsed forresearch and d~velopmentprogramsthat address.restoration, development 

-- "' "·'·'< ',: ' .- - ' 

Puhlic Law26!l9, ch~pter 5~7authorize the soinmissionerof Marine Resourcesfu determine by Tt1le what crew 
members may fish under a commercial pelagic and anadromous fishing license that provides for crewmembe1·5 .. It 
~endsthe_-fe_eS fora:~om_mercia~_-pelagiC and_ anadromou~ fishing license1o,-reflectfee_ charige_s in __ ~th~r ~pmmerciRi 
finfish fishing licenses made last year. Jt sets the ,surcharge on a commercial pelagic and anadromo\IS fishing license 
for resi~entoperators without crewmembers at$50 and. residents. with crewmembers at $200 and fornonresidents 
with crew members at$400: . . 
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LD 891 

Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

Resolve, To Develop Practices for Developments of State and Regional 
Significance in Order To Reduce Dependency on Fossil Fuels and Meet 
the State's Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Goals 

Sponsor(s) 

GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-801 DUCHESNE 

S-386 

This bill was catTied over from the First Regular Session. The bill adds a new standard to the laws governing site 
location of development to allow the Department of Environmental Protection to review and consider the 
greenhouse gas emissions likely to occur as a result of the project. The bill also provides a related provision 
concerning mitigation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (8~386) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. 

I. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with others, to compile from existing 
sources a set of standards for the design and operation of developments subject to the site location of development 

laws such that the emissions of a building designed, constructed and operated under the standards will be 
carbon-neutral. 

2. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with others, to develop a series of best 
management practices for the design and site layout of developments subject to the site location of development 
laws that will contribute to minimizing the emission of greenhouse gases and maximizing energy efficiency. 

3. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with others, to evaluate the energy 

performance of the Maine Unifonn Building and Energy Code in relation to other energy benchmarking systems in 
order to recommend whether developments subject to the site location of development laws should have a different 
standard. 

4. It requires the Department of Environmental Protection to report on each of the 3 subject areas to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters by January 1, 2011 and 

authorizes the committee to submit a bill relating to the reports to the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature. 

RESOLVE206 

5. It directs the Maine Land Use Regulation Com1nission to recommend ways to ensure that the location of future 

development in the commission1s jurisdiction minimizes overall energy use, reduces greenhouse gas emissions and 
maximizes energy efficiency. It requires the commission to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over natural resources matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 

jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters by January 1, 2012 and authorizes the joint standing 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters to submit a bill 
relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H~801) 

This amendment requires the Departtnent ofEnviron1nental Protection to: 

1. Identify alternative approaches and provide recommendations regarding ways to ensure that the design and 

operation of site law developments further the state climate action plan; 
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2. Develop best management practices for the design and site layout of site law developments; 

3. Evaluate the energy performance of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code in relation to other 
benchmarking systems and recommend whether site law developments that are designed and operated to those 

benchmarking systems will further the state climate action plan; and 

4. Submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources 
matters by January 1, 2011. 

This amendment removes language requiting that the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission identify alternative 
approaches and provide recommendations regarding development under its jurisdiction. This amendment also 
removes authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources 

matters to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature and the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters to sub1nit a bil1 to the Second 
Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolv~ 2609; chapter 206 requires the Department ~fE~vironmentaii'rotection to: 

L .·Identify alternative appfoaches and provide ~commendations regarding way5 to ensure that the desigu and 
operation of s.itelaw. developments further the.state climate action plan; 

.. 
··.··, ... ·.·.··.:: .... ·. . ·• ·.·: ••• ··,.··.··.···:··.·.· ..... ·.··.- ·'-'·;- --- - ' 

2. Develop best riilinai~!llentpractices for the design and site layout of site law developments; 
-. - ,,, 

3. Evaluate tlie elle~gy petfonnance of the Maine Unif~nnBuilding and Energy Cod~ in relation to other 
bencluriarking systems and reconunend whether site law d,velopm~nts that are. designed and operated to those 
bencbll1arking systemswill ftntherthe state.climate action plan; and 

4 .. Submit a r~p~rt to thejointstl!ndmg committee ()f the Legisl'1ture having jurisdiction over natmal .resources .. · 
mattersbyJanu~ryl,201j.. 

LD956 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Provide Constitutional Protection to the Funds Generated by the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS ONTP 

This resolution was carried over from the First Regular Session. The resolution proposes to amend the 

Constitution of Maine to ensure that all revenues derived from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative be 

expended solely to support the goals and implementation of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. 
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LD 1423 An Act To Improve Toxics Use Reduction and Reduce Energy Costs by 

Maine Businesses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

1REAT 01P-AM H-712 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. 

The bill amends the toxic use and hazardous waste reduction laws administered by the Depa1iment of Environmental 
Protection by: 

1. Modernizing the statewide toxics use, toxics release and hazardous waste reduction goals by establishing a goal 
of zero discharge by 2050 and charging the Pollution Prevention Advisory Committee with establishing a schedule 
and process for continual progress toward this goal; 

2. Setting forth a procedure to add new facilities or new chemicals or classes of chemicals to the provisions of the 
law; 

3. Including the State1s greenhouse gas reduction goals and encouraging facilities to meet those goals through 
energy efficiency and other measures; 

4. Requiring the department to establish an Internet-based reporting system for facility progress reports; and 

5. Eliminating the requirement that facilities use an activity production index when filing the pollution prevention 
plan. 

Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (H-712) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Part A repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, chapter 26 effective July 1, 

2012. It directs the Department of Environmental Protection to establish by rule a list of priority toxic chemicals by 
July 1, 2011 and to review and revise the list at least every three years. Commercial and industrial facilities that use 
in excess of 1,000 pounds of a priority toxic chemical per year are required by July 1, 2012 to develop a pollution 

prevention plan or environmental management system and by July 1, 2013 to begin filing annual usage reports with 
the depart1nent. Infonnation contained in the report may be classified as confidential. 

Part A also requires the department to develop a technical assistance program, authorizes the department to develop 
a recognition program and authorizes the department to exempt facilities from the requirements of the law. 

Part A also requires the department to submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over natural resources matters a report on a revised fee structure by January 5, 2013. 

Part B corrects cross-references. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2oo9, chapter 579 repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, chapfof 26 effestive July I, 2012. 
Part A of chapter 579! 

1. Directs th~I)eparlme~t<ofEnvh·onmentfilProtection to establish by rule alist 9fprioriijtoxlcchemi~als by 

July. I; 20. 11 and to review and revise the list at least every 3 ·years. Commercial and industrial facilities that . 
- -- -- - -- -
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use in excess of l,000.po~ds of a priority toxic chemicalper year are req\ljred by July l, 2012 to develop a 
pollution prevention plan or enviromnentalmanagement system llJld by July. I, 2013 to begin filing annual 
usage rep mis with the department Info1mation contained in the report may•be classified; as confidential; 

2. Requires the departmentto develop a technical assistance program, authorizes the department to develop a 
recognition program and.authorizes the departmentto exempt fucilities from the requirements o:fthe.law;.and · 

3. Requires the depiutment to submit to the joint standing committe.e of the Legislature havingjurisdicti0n. over 
natl1ral resources matters a report on a r~vised fee structure by January. 5, 2013. 

Part B corrects cross-references. 

LD 1518 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Section 16 Activities in 

Coastal Sand Dunes, a Major Substantive Rule oftbe Department of 

Environmental Protection 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-651 

This resolve provides for legislative review of Section 16 Activities in Coastal Sand Dunes, a major substantive rule 

of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-651) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resol~e 2009, chapter 167 ~uthorizes final adoption of Sec~on 16 Activities in Coastal Sand Dunes, a major 
substantive rule of the DepartmentofEnviromnental Ji'rotection. 

Resolve 2009~ chapter 167 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 23, .2010. 

LD 1526 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 700: 

Wellhead Protection: Siting of Facilities That Pose a Significant Threat 

to Drinking Water, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of 

Environmental Protection 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 700: Wellhead Protection: Siting of Facilities 
That Pose a Significant Threat to Drinking Water, a major substantive rule of the Department of Environmental 

Protection. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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R~soi~~ 2009, chapteri49 authorizes.final ad~ptl~~ofp01ti();,. of Chapter 7?0: W~llhead Prot~ction: Siting~{ 
F>1Cilities ThatPose a Significant Threat to Drinking Water, a major substantive rule of the Department of 
Envfromnenta1 Protection~ 

Resolve 2009, chapter! 49 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective February 18., 2010. 

LD 1527 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 692: 
Siting of Oil Storage Facilities, a Major Substantive Rule of the 

Department of Environmental Protection 

RESOLVE 148 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 692: Siting of Oil Storage Facilities, a major 
substantive rule of the Depattment ofEnvirollmental Protection. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----------- ---~----- ~~---- - -- -----------
Resolve 2009, ch~pte~ 148 authorjzes final adoption of p01tions of Ch~pter692: Siting of Oil Storage Facilities, a. 

major snbstanti..:.e rule Of the Department of Environmental Protection; . 
< - -- :- - ,_ - - - - - " ·: - - - -

ll,,sol._;.e2009,chapter1 .;ts·was finally passed as anemergencymeas'!re effective February 18,2,010. 

LD 1538 An Act To Close Loopholes in Environmental Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

WELSH 
NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-665 

This bill clarifies the npermit shield11 provision of the waste discharge law to replace a reference to 11this chapter11 

with a reference to the relevant sections. The bill also clarifies the forest management exemption of the storm water 

management law to include some language from a similar exemption in the Natural Resources Protection Act. The 
bill provides that when a municipal planning board is determining whether two or more contiguous noncon~orming 
lots must be treated as a single lot under shoreland zoning because they are owned by the same person, the planning 

board may consider whether the same person owns or has a financial interest in both lots, even if such ownership or 
financial interest is jointly held with other persons or as a member, officer or shareholder of a corporation. The bill 
clarifies the exemption fro1n the Natural Resources Protection Act for road construction used primarily for forest 

management activities and not used to access development. The exemption cun·ently does not apply to roads that 
provide access to development in a subdivision, and the bill changes the text from 11to development in a subdivision" 

to "to a subdivision." 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-665) 

This amendment strikes the provision in the bill that provides guidance to municipal planning boards when 
detennining whether two or more contiguous nonconforming lots are owned by the sa1ne person for purposes of 

treating the lots as a single lot. The amendment replaces the exemption for forest management activities in the storm 
water management law with text that is more consistent with the exemption addressing forest management activities 
in the Natural Resources Protection Act. The amendment retains the clarification in the bill concerning changes in 
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land use. The amendment changes part of the exemption addressing forest management activities in the Natural 
Resources Protection Act to include a clarification concerning changes in land use. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 537 clarjfies the "pennit shield" provision o(the waste discharge lawtp replace a 

refefe~.ce .. to .'1.this chapter:' .·with ~. r~ferenc~ to. the relevant ·se~.tions, .. It clarifies _the forest _i:n~nagem_ent exemption_ in 
the_sto~ __ wate1· mana~emen1_law. _It clari~e_s tli_e exemption addressing forest management·activities·in_the Nanil'al 
Resources Protection Act.-

LD 1553 An Act To Facilitate Establishment of Watershed Districts 

Sponsor(s) 

EBERLE 

DAVISG 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-631 

This bill facilitates establishment of watershed districts to address urban-impaired streams in two ways. 

The bill amends the laws governing site location of development to authorize the Department of Environmental 
Protection to make a finding that the storm water management standards are met if a redevelopment project is 
located in a watershed with an approved management plan and the projecfs owner or operator has entered into an 
agreement or has obtained the approvals and permits necessary to participate in that management plan. 

PUBLIC 506 

EMERGENCY 

The bill amends the laws governing coastal and lake watershed districts to clarify that the laws provide one way of 
establishing a watershed district and that, alternatively, one or more municipalities may create a watershed district 
under municipal home rule authority or under interlocal cooperation authority. The bill is retroactive to July 1, 2009 

to ensure that actions taken since that date to create watershed districts by inter1ocal agreement or by incorporation 
are valid. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-631) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La"' 2009, chapter506 facilit~tes establis.hment of watershed districts to address. urbat17impaired streams in 
two ways; It amends thefa"'s.gqyeming site location qfdevelopmentto authorize the Dep~ntofEnvironmental 
Protection to make a finding that the stonn. water management standards.are met if a redevelopmentprojec(is 

lO~_ate~)n ;J-~_ater~h~d Wi_th::3;11_-appro~ed m_all~gelllell(plan·-~{l _the--projep!1s _owne~:~~ OPerat~;_'has e~t~rcid-i~tO _aii, 

agreell)ent or~as obtained the approvals and pefl!lits necessary.to participat~~ thatman~eJ1lent plan .. It amends 
the laws governing coastal and.lake watershed districts to clarify that the laws provide·one way of establishing a 
wate1~hed_: d_iStrict_-alld fu~t/riltemativeiY ~:_?ne--~f--m,ore _1nu1iici_palitieS-may--_cfeate _ ~_,wat6;she(Ldi~triCt und~f-muni_Cii}al 
home rule ~uthority qr under int~rlocal .cooperation authority; Chapter 506 is retroactive 70July 1,2009 to ens.ure 
that actions, taken sinc~:that date to create wate:slied districts. by .interlocal agreement or byJncorporation are valid. 

Pub!icLa\\' 2009, chapier 506 was enacted as an emerge hey measure.effective March I 5, 2010. 
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LD 1568 An Act To Clarify Maine's Phaseont of Polybrominated Diphenyl 
Ethers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PINGREE 

GOODALL 
OTP-AM H-731 

S-502 GOODALL 

This bill bans the manufacture and sale of shipping pallets and products manufactured from recycled shipping 

pallets that contain the "deca" mixture of polybrominated diphenyl ethers, effective January I, 2011. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-731) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment does the following. 

I. It bans the manufacture, sale and use of products, other than shipping pallets, that are manufactured from 
recycled shipping pallets containing the ndeca" mixture ofpolybrominated diphenyl ethers. 

2. Beginning January 1, 2012, it bans the manufacture, sale and use of shipping pallets containing the 11 deca11 

mixture ofpolybrominated diphenyl ethers, except for shipping pallets manufactured before January 1, 2012 that 
contain the "deca" mixture and shipping pallets that are manufactured from recycled shipping pallets containing the 
ndeca11 mixture. 

3. It provides for an exemption process under which a manufacturer may apply to the Commissioner of 
Environmental Protection for an exemption to the January 1, 2012 ban. The commissioner shall grant an exemption 
if certain criteria are met. An exemption may not extend beyond January 1, 2013. 

4. It requires a manufacturer or owner of shipping pallets that are subject to the restrictions to annually certify 
compliance with the restrictions to the Department of Environmental Protection. 

5. It requires a manufactu~er of shipping pallets containing the 11deca11 mixture to notify persons that sell the product 

of the restrictions. 

6. It specifies the criteria a chemical alternative must meet in order to be used as a replacement for the "deca11 

mixture. 

7. It authorizes information submitted to the department that is related to the manufacture, sale or use of the 11 deca11 

mixture to be designated as confidential. 

8. It authorizes the department to supervise an alternatives assessment study to detennine the availability of safer 

alternatives to the use of the "deca" mixture in shipping pallets. The study may be voluntarily funded by a 
manufacturer or owner of shipping pallets subject to the restrictions in the law. It requires the department to 
determine by January 1, 2011 whether there is reasonable basis to conclude that information available to the 

department demonstrates that a safer alternative to the use of the ndeca" mixture in shipping pallets exists. It 
requires the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to consider applicable fire safety standards, approvals and 
tests and relevant performance standards that are consistent with the specifications of the manufacturer and industry 

practices. 

Senate Amendment "C" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-502) 
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This amendment changes the effective date for a person subject to restrictions of replacement of the "deca11 mixture 
from January 1, 2011 to June 1, 2011. The amendment makes a technical correction to a percentage amount. The 
amendment narrows the prohibition on replacements for the "decan mixture from a halogenated organic chemical 
that contains the element bromine, chlorine or fluorine to a brominated or chlorinated flame retardant. The 
amendment also requires the Department of Environmental Protection to study, within existing resources, whether 
the imple1nentation of the restriction that a "deca" mixture may not be replaced with a chemical alternative that is a 
brominated or chlorinated flame retardant would cause a hardship to anyone that must comply with the restriction. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L.aw 2009, chapter 610 does the following. 

l. It bans the manufacture, sale and use of products, other than shipping pallets, that are manufactured from 

recycled shipping pallets containingthe "deca" mixture of polybrolninated diphenyl ethers. 

2, Beginniilg January l, 2012, i(b~ns the .mimufacture, sale and use of shipping pallets containing the ndeca" 
mixture ofpolybrominated diphenyl ethers, except for shipping pallets ]llanufactured before Janu"\'Y 1, 2012 that 

contain the "dee~". mixtur.e and shipping pallets that are manufactured from recycle.d shipping pallets containing the. 

;
11deca" ir\ixture; 
' - - -

3. It prpvides for an exemptionprocess under which amaimfacturer may apply to the. Commissioner of 

Environmental Protection for an exemption to the January l, 2012ban. The commissioner shll grant an exemption 
if cer(ain criteria are met. An exemption may 110t extend beyond January I, 2013. 

4.1tteq14res a manl!f~tur~r orowner of shipping pallets that are subject to. therestrktions to annually certify · 
'C9mplianC_e .with the restrictiOns to the Depattment ofEnvirontnental Protection. 

5. It requires a manufacturer of shipping pallets containing the "deca" mixture to notify persons that sell the product 

Of the :restrictiolls. 

6~-_-Jt ~Peci:fi~s._the criteiia a ·Chem:1ca_i alternative must meet in order to be u~led as a replacement fo~ the_ 11deca0 

miXttu:e; 

7. Ifauthorizes infonnations1Jbrnitted.tothe departrnentthat is related to the manufacture, sale or use of the "deca" 
p1ixture to be desigriated as confidential, 

. _-, . 

8. n1uthorizes th~ ~~partinent !Cl supervise an alternatives :issessment study todetennin.e the availability of safer 

alte!11~~vesto the u.se of the "deca''.mixture in shipping pallets. The study may be voluntarilyfunded by a. 
man1Jf~cturer ormvner of shipping p;illets subject to the re5trictio~ in the Jaw. It requires tlie. department to 
de,teJ1lllnebyJanuaryl, 20llwhetherthereis reasonable basis to con.elude that information available to the 

departinent<lemonstrates thata saferaltemativeto the use of the "deca" mixtufe in shipping pallets exists. It 
reguire~the Coµunissioner offa1vil'onm~ptal Protectiontoconsider applicable fire safety standards, approvals and 
te~ts a~d ·relev_a,nt' pe_rfonna,nce_ standards that are _consistent, with the specifications of the manuf3:cturer and -industr,Y 
practices; 

9. Iil'equiresthe Department of Environmental Protection to study, withiIJ existing resow'Ces, whether the 

itnpleme~tatio~ -or the re_stricti_on that a '-1deca11 mixture may not.be replaced with a chem_ical a!_temative_ that is a 
brominated or cb]orinated flame.retardant would cause. a hardship to anyone that must comply with the restriction. 
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An Act To Improve Water Quality through the Phaseout of Overboard 
Discharges and the Improvement of the Boat Pump-out Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PINGREE OTP-AM H-756 

The bill does the following. 

1. It provides that, subject to the availability of funds, the Commissioner of Environmental Protection pays a portion 

of the cost of the alternative to an overboard discharge system in the form of a grant if certain criteria are met. 

Where the grant is insufficient to cover the cost of removal, the commissioner may offer a loan using funds from the 

revolving loan fund. 

2. It sets an upper lhnit on income eligibility for funding to assist the owner of an overboard discharge and makes 

several changes and clarifications to the meaning of "annual income." 

3. It clarifies the ownership transfer provisions and requires an alte1natives analysis and possible replacement of an 

overboard discharge prior to significant reconstruction of the primary residence, expansion of the primary residence 

by 30%, division of the lot or transfer of the adjacent lot where the same person has a financial interest in the lot 

with the primary residence and the adjacent lot. Also, an alternative system to an overboard discharge must be 

removed where connection to a public sewer is practicable. 

4. It changes references to 11relicensing 11 overboard discharges to n1icensing11 and requires that an identified 

technologically proven replacement system be installed within 180 days of site evaluation approval and written 

notification by the Department ofEnvirorunental Protection. It also provides that the overboard discharge owner 

may apply for funding and provides for the postponement of replacement system installation should grant funding 

not be available. 

5. It allows the licensing of existing overboard discharges that have no practicable alternatives. 

6. It requires that watercraft sanitary waste pump-out facilities at marinas be easily accessible and functional during 

normal working hours and at all stages of the tide. It also sets an upper limit on the pump-out fee equivalent to 

200% of the fee limit set pursuant to the Clean Vessel Act of 1992. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-756) 

The amendment amends the definition of 11 aIUlual income" for purposes of determining eligibility for grants to pay a 

portion of the cost of an alternative to an overboard discharge system. It amends the definition of "significant 

action. 11 It allows commercial establishments to request an extension of time to install an alternative to an overboard 

discharge when transferring ownership and requires the Department of Environmental Protection to approve or deny 

the extension request within 10 business days. It provides that the law does not require a municipality to withhold a 

local permit or approval associated with a significant action. It prohibits the Department of Environmental 

Protection from requiring an identified alternative to an overboard discharge to be installed earlier than July 2, 2012 

if a residential or commercial establishment has an overboard discharge that is not eligible for a grant and has a 

license that expires on or after July 2, 2010 and prior to July 2, 2012. It prohibits the Department of Environmental 

Protection from requiring an identified alternative to an overboard discharge to be installed unless the alternative 

constitutes best practicable treatment. It requires marinas that serve vessels year-round to provide pump-out services 

year-round. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 654 ame~ds the laws gove~ing overhoard discharge systems, including provisions 

relating to: 

1. Grant and loan eligibility; 

2. Alterhatives analysis require1nents -and overboard' discharge replacement on oWner~llip .transfer- iind '"signi~cant 

actiOns; 11 and 

3; Overboard discharge replacement onrelicensil1g. 

. •. 

Chapter 654 also amends the laws governing watercraft sanitary waste pnmp-out facilities at marinas. 

LD 1575 An Act To Establish a Residential Wood Stove Replacement Fund 

Sponsor(s) 

BECK 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-642 

S-539 DIAMOND 

This bill establishes a residential wood stove replacement program in the Department of Environmental Protection 

under which eligible applicants could receive funding toward the purchase of new cleaner-burning residential 

heating appliances to replace older wood stoves and allocates funds for that purpose. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-642) 

This amendment removes appropriations from the State as a funding source for the Residential Wood Stove 

Replacement Fund. It specifies that financial incentives to replace wood stoves are intended only for residents of the 

State. It clarifies that only wood stoves manufactured prior to 1988 and used as a primary source of heat in a 

primary residence are eligible for financial incentives. It requires the Department of Environmental Protection to 

establish the wood stove replacement program through rulemaking. It increases the allocation of funds in fiscal year 

2010-11 to $2,500,000. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-539) 

This amendment provides for the repeal of the use of Other Special Revenue funds derived from civil penalties 

associated with department enforce1nent actions on January 1, 2012, provides for the department to report on the 

residential wood stove replacement program to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over natural resources matters and makes adjustments in the appropriations and allocations that better reflect 

existing funding opportunities. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapt~r65? establis)Jes a ~esidential wood stove replacement program in the Deparlment of 

Enviromrn:ntal Protection nuder _whi9h eligible applicants could receive. funding toward the purch~se of new 

cleaner-burning residential heating appliances to replace older woodstoves. It requires the departlnent to report .on 

the stains and accountactMty of the residentialwoodstove replacement programto the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters by January 1, 2012, 
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LD 1577 An Act Concerning the Establishment of Water Levels 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLARKH ONTP 

This bill amends the water level laws in the Maine Revised, Statutes, Title 38 to replace the requirement for an 

adjudicatory hearing by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection or the Board of Environmental Protection on 

a request or petition for a water level regime or, if applicable, a minimum flow requirement, with a requirement for a 

public meeting by the commissioner. This bill also amends the water level laws to authorize the commissioner to 

dismiss without prejudice any petition that does not contain evidence of mediation or other substantial good faith 

efforts to resolve any disputes regarding current water level management practices or minimum flow requirements 

for a body of water impounded by a dam with the owner, lessee or person in control of the dam. The bill further 

amends the water level laws to authorize the commissioner to dismiss without prejudice any petition that is not 

supported by substantial evidence that current water level management practices or minimum flow requirements are 

materially affecting the resources, interests or goals specified in Title 38, section 840, subsection 4. 

LD 1603 An Act To Amend Laws Administered by the Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

GOODALL OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-362 

This bill makes changes to laws administered by the Department of Environmental Protection. 

1. It changes the description of where a town may use its highway equipment for fire and police protection from 
11private roads, private ways or bridges" to nprivate ways. 11 With respect to fire and police protection, it restores the 

laws governing the use of the highway equipment of a town on private ways to substantially the form they had 
before the enactment of Public Law 2009, chapter 239. The bill also specifies that the residents of a town or village 

corporation at a town or village corporation meeting may appropriate funds to repair a private road, way or bridge 

for the purpose of protecting or restoring a great pond. 

2. It amends the laws governing oil discharges to make it clear that the authority of the Commissioner of 

Environmental Protection to issue clean-up orders extends to all oil discharges and is not limited to discharges that 

emanate from a storage tattle 

3. It updates language regarding 3rd-party damage claims arising from oil discharges. 

4. It amends the laws gove1ning oil discharges to authorize the Department of Environment Protection, consistent 

with current authority under the law governing uncontrolled hazardous substance sites, to include interest when 

placing liens to recover costs incurred by the department in response to an oil discharge. 

5. It clarifies the circumstances under which the owner ofa parcel of land on which an out-of-service oil storage 

facility is located may be held responsible for properly abandoning the facility. 
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6. It prohibits the return to service ofa single-walled underground oil storage tank that has been out of service for 
more than 12 months. 

7. It clarifies the applicability of the deductible amount that must be paid by the owner or operator of a leaking oil 
storage tank when seeking coverage of clean-up costs from the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund when the owner 
has failed to comply with the requirement to obtain a construction permit from the Office of the State Fire Marshal. 

8. It clarifies applicability of the deductible amount that must be paid by the owner or operator of a leaking oil 
storage tank when seeking coverage of clean-up costs from the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund ifthe tank fails to 
conform to the requirements of the Oil and Solid Fuel Board. 

9. It expands the enforcement options available to the Commissioner ofEnvirop.mental Protection when addressing 
violations of the lead abatement laws. 

10. It allows a landlord to employ a lead dust sampling technician to show that a dwelling unit qualifies for listing 
on the registry of leased lead-safe residential dwellings. Under current law, a landlord must use a lead inspector. 

11. It authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to recover costs incurred in responding to a discharge 
of hazardous waste, waste oil and biomedical waste by placing a lien against the real estate of the responsible party. 

12. It amends the laws governing mercury-added products to consolidate provisions prohibiting the sale.ofmercury 
manometers and thermotneters. 

13. It amends the laws governing mercury thennostats to consolidate requirements for thermostat wholesalers. 

14. It deletes language in unallocated law that requires the Department of Environmental Protection to hold 
consolidated proceedings with the Department of Transportation in certain situations. 

15. It amends the laws governing the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund to authorize disbursements for the cleanup 
of discharges from oil storage facilities whether or not the oil reaches ground water. 

16. It amends the laws governing wellhead protection to make it clear that an abandoned underground oil storage 

facility located within a wellhead protection zone may not be replaced. 

17. It clarifies the prohibition on the sale of mercury-added silver oxide button cell batteries. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-362) 

This amendment specifies that a municipality tnay appropriate funds to repair a private road, way or bridge for the 
purpose of protecting or restoring a great pond. The bill specified that a town or village corporation could 
appropriate funds for that purpose. The amendment also clarifies that the prohibition on the return to service of a 

single-walled underground oil storage tank applies to tanks that have been out of service for 12 consecutive months. 

Enacted Law Summary 

------------------

Public Law 2009, chapter 501 makes changes to laws adll1inistered by the Department ofEnvironmentalProtection. 

I. Itchanges the description of where a town may use its highway equipmentforfire and police protection from 

:"privat~ roads, pri_vate ways_ or bridges'1 -_tCF~'priVa,t~ w~ys/1 
: Withii-esp~ct to_/ire: and p_olice: prot_ec_tiori;:'itres_toreS"' the 

laws governing the use of the Jrig~way equipment of a town on private ways to substantially the formthe~ had 
before the enactment of Public 11'-w 2009, chapter 239. It also specifies that a municipality fllay appropriate fun els to 
repair a private road; way or bridge for the purpose of protecting or restoring. a great pond. 

2. It amends the laws governing oil discharges to make it clear that the authority of the Commissioner of 
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Environm~llt'af P~~t~Cti~n to-issUe ci~~~=~p orders exfen~-to ~II oil disch~g~~ a~d is t;Ot I~ited to discharges that 
emanate ftori1 a storage tank. 

3.)tupdates langtlage regarding third-party damage claims aiising :from oil discharges. 

4, Wamendsthe laws governing oil discharges to authorize the Department ofEnviroillnent Protection, consistent 

\vith Curr~!lt authority uilder the laW governing uncontrolled hazardous substance sites, to include interest when 
placing·HenSto_recover costS incwTed-by the departineht in response to an oil discharge. 

5, It clai·ifies the circumstances under which the owner of a parcel ofland on which an out-of-service oil storage 
facility is located may be held responsible for properly abandoning the facility. 

6. Itprohihits theseturn to service of a single-walled underground oil storage tank that has been out of service for 
more than-12 consecutive months. 

'7. It cladfies the applicability of the deductible amount that must be paid by the owner or operator of a leaking oil 
storage tankwhen seeking coverage of clean~up costs :from the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund when the owner 
has failed.to comply witll the requirement to obtain a construction permit from the Office of the State Fire Marshal. 

8/Itclarifles applicability of the deductible amount that must be paid by the owner or operator of a leaking oil 

,storage tank when seeking coverage of clean-up costs from the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund if the tank fails to 
conf9rmto the requirements of the Oil and Solid Fuel Board. 

9 .. ltexpahds the enforcement options availableto the Commissioner ofEnvimnmental Protection when addressing 

violations of the lead abatement laws. 

l.0: . It allows a landlord to employ a.Jead dust sampling technician to show that a dwelling unit qualifies for listing 
on the registry ofleased leadcsafe residential dwellings. Under current law, a landlord must use a lead inspector. 

Jl. It authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to recover costs incurred in responding to a .discharge 
.ofhazardous waste, waste oil and biomedical waste by placing alien against the real estate of the responsible pmty. 

)2,, It amen.ds the.Jaws governing mercury-added products to consolidate provisions prohibiting the sale of mercury 
mariom-eters--ana thermometers. 

13. -It amends·-:the laws_govemfug mercury the1mostats to consolidate Jequirements-for thennostat wholesalers. 

14. It d~letes language in unallocated la>y that requires the Department of Environmental Protection to hold 

cons.olidated proceedings with the Department of Transportation in certain situations. 

15: It ameridsthe.laws governini; the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund to authorize disbursements for the cleanup 
of dischargesfrorn:dl storage facilities whether or not the oil reaches ground water. 

16. It amends :the laws governing welll1eadprotection fomake it clear that an abandoned underground oil storage 

facility located within a wellhead protection zone may not be replaced. 

17. Itclayjfies the prohibition on thesale of mercuiy~ad_ded silver oxide button cell batteries. 
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An Act To Provide Leadership Regarding the Responsible Recycling of 

Consumer Products 

Sponsor(s) 

INNES 

GOODALL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-673 

This bill establishes a product stewardship law under the Depa1tment of Environmental Protection. 

The bill requires the department to establish procedures for identifying products that are appropriate for a product 

stewardship program and to designate specific products and product categories that are subject to the product 

stewardship program requirements. The bill also sets forth factors that must be considered by the department in 

making this determination, including, but not limited to, the degree to which the product poses an adverse impact to 

the environment and public health, opportunities for the development of business and opportunities for energy 

conservation and reduction of waste and toxicity. Under the bill, producers of the designated products must 

participate in product stewardship programs established and paid for by the producers of the products. If a producer 

of a designated product does not participate in an approved product stewardship program, that producer1s product 

may not be sold in or into the State as of an implementation date to be established by the department. The bill 

requires producers of designated products to submit to the department for approval product stewardship plans and 

proposed changes to established plans. The bill also authorizes the department to amend, suspend or cancel its 

approval of a product stewardship plan and requires product stewardship programs to submit annual reports. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-673) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment authorizes the Depa1tment of Environmental Protection to 

submit on an annual basis a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural 

resources matters on products and product categories that when generated as waste may be appropriately managed 

under a product stewardship program. The amendment authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature 

having jurisdiction over natural resources matters to submit annually a bill to establish new product stewardship 

programs or revise existing product stewardship programs after the co1nmittee1s review of the department report. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 516 autho1iies the Department of Environmental Protection 1.o submi.t on an annual basis a 

rep.o~,to· .th.ejoint stitnding:coinmitte~ .. of the ·LegiSJ~ture ·~aving juri~_dictio~ .ove.r .natural reSol!fces Tfl~tters.on. -
products and product caieg~l'ies that when generated as waste may be appropriately managed ~nder a product 

stew>)tds~pprogram.. ~t"1so authorizes thejoint standing committee ofthe Legislature h~vingjuriscliction over 
naturalresources.matters to $Ubmit annually a bill to establish new product stewardship programsor revise existing 

proguct stewardship progra1l1s after·the committee's review of the department report. 

PUBLIC 516 

LD 1632 Resolve, Regarding Biofuel in Number 2 Heating Oil RESOLVE210 

Sponsor(s) 

BUTTERFIELD 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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This bill requires that, beginning July 1, 2011, heating fuel sold for use in the State must have a sulfur content of no 
more than 15 parts per million and must contain at least 2% biofuel. As production ofbiofuel in the State increases, 
the percentage ofbiofuel required also increases. The bill also authorizes the Governor to waive the ultra-low sulfur 
and biofuel requirements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-690) 

This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title. The amendment establishes state goals for the percentage of 

biofuel that number 2 heating oil must contain. The amendment also directs the Executive Department, Governor's 
Office of Energy Independence and Security to oversee a study of and report on the feasibility of setting a 
requirement for the percentage ofbiofuel to be used in number 2 heating oil. The joint standing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters is authorized to submit a bill related to the subject 
matter of the report. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-541) 

This amendment changes the bill to a resolve and eliminates the provision that establishes state goals for the 
percentage ofbiofuel that number 2 heating oil must contain. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res~lve 2009, chapter210.directs.theExecutiveDepartment, Governor's.OfficeofEnergylnclependence and. 
Security to .oversee a study of and report on the feasibility o.f setting a requirement for the percentage of biofuel to. be 
used. in .number 2 heating oil. Thejoint standingcommi!le~ of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural . 

resources matters is authqrized to submit a b.ill related to the subject matter.Pf the report. 

LD 1633 An Act To Expand Eligibility of Certain Municipal Landfills To 
Participate in the State's Remediation and Closure Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JOHNSON OTP-AM H-629 

DIED ON 

ADJOURNMENT 

This bill allows municipal landfills that were allowed to remain in operation after January I, 2000 but are 
subsequently ordered closed or encapsulated by Decetnber 31, 2014 because they do not meet current environmental 
protection standards to receive funding from the State's remediation and closure program for a portion of closure 
costs if funding is available. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-629) 

The amendment strikes the provision in the bill that allows licensed municipal landfills to use reduced closure 

procedures. It also makes the State's cost-share program for municipal landfill closure applicable to municipal 

landfills that were originally licensed on or before September 1, 1989 and contingent on a finding that the 

landfill is contaminating groundwater and that corrective actions have not been successful. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

An Act To Improve Maine's Air Quality and Reduce Regional Haze at 

Acadia National Park and Other Federally Designated Class I Areas 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-402 

Federal law and regulations require states with fuel-burning sources that are reasonably anticipated to cause or 

contribute to impairment of visibility in federally designated Class I areas to implement reasonable measures to 
reduce visibility impairment within those areas. This bill establishes reductions in the sulfur content of fuel oil that 

take effect in 2014 and 2018. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-402) 

The amendment changes the date, from January 1, 2014 to January 1, 2016, by which the sulfur content of distillate 

fuel may not be greater than 0.005% by weight. The amendment exempts distillate fuel that is used for 
manufacturing purposes from the low sulfur content requirements. It requires the Department of Environmental 
Protection to adopt major substantive rules that provide an opportunity for a licensed air contamination source to 

apply for an equivalent alternative sulfur reduction strategy to the residual fuel oil and distillate fuel requirements. It 
directs the Department of Environmental Protection tq establish an advisory com1nittee to assess the barriers and 

impediments to air emissions sources1 reducing their reliance on fuel oils. It directs the Department of 

Environmental Protection to conduct a fuel oil supply study in 2014 and submit the results of its findings to the 

Legislature by January 15, 2015. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~bHcL~~2009, chapter 604 establishes r~ductions in the sulfur content offuel o.il thattake effect in.2016 a~d 
2018 .•.. Ite~empts distillate fuel th.at is used for man~facturing purposes froP1t?:e1ow sulfur contenfrequirements. It 
requires the Departme!lt of Envir~mnenta.l Protection.to· adopt major substantive rules ~at provide an opportunity 
foralic~nsed ~ir ccmtaniination source to applyfo!'an equivalent alternative sulfur.reduction .strategy to the residual 
fuel oil .and distillate fuel requiniments. It directs .the Department ofEnvif()nmental Protection to .establish. an 

~dv~SOfy:~OTilfl.li,t.tee to: asseS_s the"' barriers and :impcidimelltS-to air'._emiSslbns_, so;ur9~~1reducing--~he{r-fel_i_ance_ on fuei 

oils. It directsthe Department ofEnviroilII1ent~l Protection to conduct a fuel oil supply study in 2014 and submit the 
results of its findings to the Legislature by January 15, 2015. 

PUBLIC 604 

LD 1693 Resolve, Regarding a Report on the Status of Federal Ship Ballast 

Water Discharge Rules 

RESOLVE198 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FLAHERTY OTP-AM H-652 

S-436 GOODALL 

This bill prohibits ocean-going vessels from discharging ballast water that contains any detectable living organisms 

into the coastal waters of the State after January 1, 2021. The bill defines "ocean-going vessel" as any vessel 

operating within the coastal waters of the State that is equipped with ballast tanks capable of taking on and 

discharging water for the purposes of controlling or maintaining the vessel's trim, draft or stability or to control 

stresses on the vessel. The bill establishes interim standards in effect from January 1, 2011 to January 1, 2021 that 
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allow ocean-going vessels to obtain a permit from the Department of Environmental Protection to discharge ballast 

water that contains minimal amounts of living organisms, bacteria, viruses and microbes into the coastal waters of 

the State. Those interim standards are incrementally applied to larger and older ocean-going vessels over that 

10-year petiod. A person who violates these provisions commits a civil violation and is subject to a penalty of not 

less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000 for each violation. The Board of Environmental Protection is required 

to adopt emergency major substantive rules in 2010 to implement these provisions, and to subsequently submit those 

rules to the Legislature for review no later than January 14, 2011. The rules 1nust require an annual ballast water 

discharge permit for ocean-going vessels. The annual fee for that permit must be based on the ballast water capacity 

of vessels covered by these provisions and must be, in the aggregate, sufficient to fully fund the cost of 

implementing and enforcing these provisions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-652) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Department of Environmental 

Protection to report by January 5, 2012 on the status ofrulemaking by the United States Coast Guard relating to ship 

ballast water discharge. The amendment also authorizes the joint standing committee of the 1.egislature having 

jurisdiction over natural resources matters to submit a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 125th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment 11A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-436) 

This amendment removes authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

natural resources 1natters to submit a bill to the 125th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter.198 directS the DepartmentofEnvlronmenta!Protectionto report by JanllarJ 5, 2012 on the 

status_ of ruleJl1aking by the United States Coast Guard re fating_ to ship ballast water discharge. 

LD 1699 An Act To Update and Modernize Maine's Floodplain Mapping 

Sponsor(s) 

LEGG 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-655 

This bill provides a General Fund appropriation to the Executive Department, State Planning Office of $250,000 in 

fiscal year 20 I 0-11 to update and modernize the State's floodplain maps. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-655) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment establishes the Floodplain Mapping Fund for the purpose of 

providing funds for the mapping of floodplains in the State. The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations 

section and it also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

fub!icLaw2009, chapter522 e~fablishes the Floodplain Mapping Fund for the purpose of providing funds for-the 

mapping of floodplains in the Stale. -

PublicLaw 2009, cbapter522 Was enacted as an OJl1ergency measure effective March 18,20]0. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

An Act To Expedite Rulemaking Concerning Agronomic Utilization of 

Sludge 

Sponsor(s) 

DUCHESNE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill amends the rule-making authority of the Board of Environmental Protection to eliminate the requirement 
for legislative approval prior to adoption of rules on the agronomic utilization of sludge. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubiicLaw 200~, chapt~r 50'7. ame~ds the rule-making auth~1ity of the Board of Environmental Protecti~n to . 
. el_iminate the requirement for legislative approval .prior to adoption of rules on the agronomic utilization of sludge. 

PUBLIC 507 

LD 1725 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Section 10: Stream 

Crossings within Chapter 305 Permit by Rule Standards, a Major 

Substantive Rule of the Department of Environmental Protection 

RESOLVE208 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-678 

S-493 GOODALL 

S-506 GOODALL 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Section IO: Stream Crossings within Chapter 305 

Permit by Rule Standards, a major substantive rule of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-677) 

This amendment was not adopted. This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment 
authorizes portions of Section 10: Stream Crossings within Chapter 305 Permit by Rule Standards but delays the 

effective date of the rule to January 1, 2012. The amendment also directs the Department of Environmental 
Protection with the Department of Transportation, the Department oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife and the 
Department of Marine Resources to conduct a series of meetings with municipal public works officials to provide 
training, information and opportunities to evaluate crossings subject to the requirements of the rule. The amendment 

directs the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of Transportation to report to the joint 
standing committee of the. Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters on the outreach and field 
work activities undertaken by the departments and on the impact of the rule not later than January 5, 2011. It also 

authorizes the committee to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the I 25th Legislature regarding suggested 
revisions to the rule. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-678) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The amendment denies authorization for the Department 
of Environmental Protection to finally adopt a provisionally adopted rule regarding stream crossings and directs the 
department to resubmit rules to the Legislature by January I, 2011. 
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Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "B" (S-493) 

This amendment authorizes portions of Section 10: Stream Crossings within Chapter 305 Permit by Rule Standards 

only as it applies to construction of new stream crossings undertaken on or after the effective date of this resolve. 

The amendment also directs the Department of Environmental Protection, with the Department of Transportation, 

the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Department of Marine Resources, to conduct a series of 

meetings with municipal public works officials to provide training, infonnation and opportunities to evaluate stream 

crossings. The amend1nent directs the Department of Environmental Protection to adopt major substantive rules 

regarding stream crossings that are already in existence on the effective date of this resolve and requires that the 

provisionally adopted rules be submitted to the Legislature by January 1, 2011 for review by the joint standing 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters. The amendment directs the 

Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of Transportation to report to the joint standing 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters on the outreach and field work 

activities undertaken by the departments and on the impact of the rule not later than January 5, 2011. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-506) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and the emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009'. chapter .2()s authorizes portions ofSection 10: Stream Crossings within Chapter 305 Permit by Rule 

Standards.only as it applies to constructionof new streani crossings undertaken on or after the effective. date of this 

resolve,. It alsc> directs the Department of Environmental ~rotection, with the Depaitment of Transportation, .the 

Department of fulandFisheries and Wildlife and the Department of Marine Resources, to conduct a seriesof 

~}leetings_ with municip_aI public .works·officials to provide training; information and. opportunities_ to ·evaluate-s~e'a111: 
crossings. It directs the Department of Envfronmental Protection to adopt major substantive rules regarding stream 

crossings that are already in existence on the effective date of this resolve and requires that.the provisionally adopted 

rules be submitted .. to the Legislature by January 1, 2011 for review by the joint standinKcommittee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources Jl'latters, It directs the Department of Environmenta\ 

protection. and the DepartmentofTransportation to report to the joint standing collllilittee ofthe Legisla(Urebaving 
jurisdicticu~ over natural resources matters on the outreach and .field work activities undertaken .by the departments •.··· 

and pnth. e impactofthe ruleJ10t.laterthanJan. ·"· a.ry 5,2011. - ' - - -

LD 1742 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 232: Well 

Drillers and Pump Installers Rules, a Major Substantive Rule of the 

Department of Health and Human Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 232: Well Drillers and Pump Installers Rules, a 

major substantive rule of the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 164 authorizesfinal adoption ofportions ofChapter 232: Well Drillers.and Pump Installers 

Rules; a major substa.ntive rule of1lie Department of Health and Human Services.· 

Resolve 2009, chapter 164 was final]ypassed as an emergency measure effective March 17, .2010. 
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LD 1760 Resolve, Concerning the Proper Disposal of Motor Fuels Containing 

Ethanol 

RESOLVE 201 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmi Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE OTP-AM S-410 

This resolve requires the Depart1nent of Environmental Protection and the Department of Conservation jointly to 
adopt rules to educate the public about the handling and disposal of motor fuels containing ethanol and to ensure the 
availability of places for disposal of motor fuel. Rules adopted pursuant to this resolve are routine technical rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-410) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. The amendment requires the Department of Environmental Protection to 
condu~t an outreach and education campaign to provide information to residents statewide regarding the handling 
and disposal of motor fuels containing ethanol. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve Z009, chapter WI requil'es the Dep~rtment ofE~vn·onm:e;;tal Ptote~tio~ to conduct an outreach and 
education campaign to provide information to residents statewide regarding the handling and disposal of motor fuels 
containing ethanol. 

LD 1775 An Act To Amend Mercury Stack Testing Requirements for Certain Air 

Emission Sources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM S-394 

This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources pursuant to the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 38, section 585-B, subsection 6. The bill requires air e1nission sources emitting mercury in excess of 
10 pounds per year to conduct stack tests for mercury twice per year for two years and to submit a mercury reduction 
plan to the Depa1tment ofEnvirorunental Protection. The bill also directs the Department of Environmental 
Protection to submit an updated report relating to mercury emissions and standards and authorizes the committee to 
report out a bill to the !26th Legislature in connection with the updated report. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-394) 

This amendment changes the stack test requirements in the bill to apply to air emission sources emitting mercury in 
excess of 10 pounds in calendar year 2010. It authorizes the Depruiment of Environmental Protection to approve an 
alternative to the stack testing require1nents. It allows the results of multiple stack tests to be averaged in accordance 
with guidance from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 535 requires '.'kemission sonrces enritting mercury in excess of IO pounds in calendar 
year20 I 0 to conduct stack tests. for mercury twice in calendar year 20 U and twii:e in calendar year 2012 ~d to 
submit a mercury reduction plan 1o the Departm,ent of Environmental Protection. It authorizes the Department of 
Envil'onmental Protection.to approve an alternative to the stack testingrequil'ements ... !tallows theresults of 
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multlple stacktci~td~ be.ave;·~ed in acc_ordance with g~idanc~ n;,;,, the D~partment ofEnviromnental Protection. 
It directs the Department ofEnvi1'\)mnental Pl'\)l~ction to submit an updated report relating to mercury emissions an_d 
standards and authorizes the committee to report out a bill to the 126th Legislature in connection with the.updated 

!eport. 

LD 1787 An Act To Provide for Legislative Review of Recently Proposed 

Revisions to Certain Rules Adopted Pursuant to the Site Location of 

Development Laws and the Storm Water Management Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL OTP-AM S-403 

This bill requires that rules adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to the site location of 

development laws after January I, 2010 and before January I, 2012 are major substantive rules. Storm water 
management rules remain routine technical rules. Any major substantive rules provisionally adopted for the site 

location of development laws in 20 I 0 must be submitted to the joint standing committee of the !25th Legislature 
having jurisdiction over natural resources matters for review. Rules adopted after January 1, 2012 are routine 

technical rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-403) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. The amendment requires that rules 

adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection regarding storm water management after January 1, 2010 

and before January 1, 2012 are major substantive rules. Rules adopted after January 1, 2012 are routine technical 

rules. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 602 
EMERGENCY 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 602 requires tha\fllles ad~pted by theDepartment ofEnvir?mne~tal Protection pur~uant ··• - -- - -

to the ~ite locati?n of a,yelopment laws and storm 'Water manage111ent law~ after ;January I, 2010 an~.before January 
1, 2°12are major substantive rule~.·. ~y i:iajor substantive mies provisionally_ adopted for the site lo~~ti~nof 
~evelopmentlaws or stprm water management laws .in 20.l 0 must be st;bmitted to th~ joint standing 9ommitt~e ofJ:lJe 
125thLegislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters for review. Rules adopted after January I, 2012 
file 1-outine:teChllical r·ules. .. . . 

' ···.:<·,.. : 

Public L~~ 2009:chapter 602 was enacted as. an emergencyineasure effective March 23, 2010. 

LD 1793 An Act To Stabilize Funding for Hazardous Material Emergency 

Response by the Department of Environmental Protection and Enhance 

Response Efforts of the Maine Emergency Management Agency 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY A 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill establishes a fee on natural gas transported by pipeline in the State. Revenue from the fee must be 
deposited in the Emergency Response Commission Fund to be used by the Maine Emergency Management Agency 

in support of planning and training for local emergency response to hazardous material incidents. The bill 
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authorizes the transfer of money from the Emergency Response Commission Fund to the Maine Hazardous Waste 

Fund for the purpose of paying costs related to hazardous material emergency response incurred by the Department 

of Environmental Protection. The bill also authorizes transfers to the Uncontrolled Sites Fund to be used by the 

Depart1nent of Environmental Protection to carry out its responsibilities related to the oversight of uncontrolled 

hazardous substance sites. The bill authorizes the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to take enforcement 

action against facilities with hazardous materials that fail to register with the Maine Emergency Management 

Agency as required under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 37-B, chapter 13, subchapter 3-A. 

LD 1794 An Act Regarding Solid Waste Facilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the law that prohibits expansion of commercial solid waste disposal facilities by authorizing a 

commercial landfill that is not under an order or agreement to close to expand ifthe proposed expansion is 

contiguous with the existing facility and is located on property owned by the person holding the commercial solid 

waste facility license. Current law requires that the proposed expansion be contiguous with the existing facility and 

be located on property owned on December 31, 1989 by the licensee or by a corporation or other business entity 

under common ownership or control with the licensee. 

ONTP 

LD 1796 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 881: Fees; Chemical 

Use in Children's Products, a Major Snbstantive Rule oftbe 

Department of Environmental Protection 

RESOLVE194 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-740 

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 881: Fees; Chemical Use in Children's Products, a major 

substantive rule of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-740) 

The amendment authorizes final adoption of Chapter 881: Fees; Chemical Use in Children's Products until February 

1, 2013. The amendment also requires the Department of Environmental Protection to examine.the first two years of 

experience regarding fees assessed under the rule and submit a report to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters by February 1, 2013. Following its review of the 

report, the committee is authorized to submit a bill regarding fees related to chemical use in children's products to· 

the First Regular Session of the !26th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R~s~lve 2009, chapter 194 authoriz~s final adoption of Chapter 881: Fees; Cheml~al Us~ in Children's Products UJ1til 

February 1,201J. }1 also requires the Department ofEnvirmlillental Protection ~o examine the first two yeai~ of 

experien~e regarding fees assessed nnder the rule and submit a report to the joint stall ding committee of the 

Legislatme having jurisdiction over natural resources i:patters. by f ebruary 1, 2013. Fo119wing its review of the 

report, the committeeis authoriz~d to submit a bill regarding fees _related to chemical use in children's products to 

the First Regular S~ssion of the 126th Legislature. 
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Resolve 2009, chapter 194 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 1, 2010. 

LD 1797 An Act Regarding Planning for the Management of Solid Waste 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill moves the responsibility for preparing the state solid waste management and recycling plan and staffing the 
Solid Waste Management Advisory Council from the Executive Department, State Plarming Office to the 

Department of Environmental Protection. 

ONTP 

LD 1818 Resolve, To Continue Evaluating Climate Change Adaptation Options 

for the State 

RESOLVE195 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

S-467 GOODALL 

This bill directs the Department of Environmental Protection with a stakeholder group to continue to evaluate the 

options and actions available to Maine people and businesses for adapting to the most likely impacts of climate 
change pursuant to Resolve 2009, chapter 16. It requires the department to report to the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resources matters in 2011 and 2012 and authorizes the committee to 
submit a bill relating to each report to the I 25th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-467) 

This amendment removes authorify for the joint standing committee of the Legislature havingjutisdiction over 

natural resources matters to submit a bill to the 125th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter195 directitheDepartment ofE;;_vironmental Pl"otection with a stakeholder gr~~P to continue. 

to evaluate the op~ions !llld .actions available ~o Maine p~ople and businesses for adapting to themostJikely jmpacts. 
of climat~ change pursuantto Resolve 2009, chapter 16. It requires the departmerittoreport to the joint.standing 
committee.of the Legislature having jurisdiction over natural reS01JrCes matters in 20.11 and 20.12, 

LD 1827 Resolve, To Review the Waste Motor Oil Disposal Site Remediation 

Program 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
GOODALL 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 
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Amendments Adopted 

H-822 

RESOLVE211 



Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

This bill amends the premium on motor oil to raise additional revenue for deposit in the Waste Motor Oil Revenue 

Fund. Currently, the premium is $1.10 per gallon for bulk quantities of gasoline engine oil aud 35¢ for diesel engine 

oil or prepackaged motor oil, oil sold in containers of 5 gallons or less. The bill increases the premium on 

prepackaged motor vehicle oil to $1.10 per gallon. The bill also repeals definitions of the te1ms "diesel engine bulk 

motor vehicle oil 11 and ugasoline engine bulk motor vehicle oil," the effect of which is to expand the applicability of 

the premium to all motor oil grades. The bill provides for a rebate of the premium paid for prepackaged motor 

vehicle oil that is stored in the State, aud then sold out-of-state. The bill authorizes the Finance Authority of Maine 

to directly reimburse the Department of Environmental Protection for its costs to clean up the Presque Isle waste 

motor oil disposal site. The bill directs the Finance Authority of Maine to pay proceeds of the revenue obligation 

securities issued under the Waste Motor Oil Disposal Site Remediation Program first to responsible parties at the 

Plymouth waste motor oil disposal site and then to the depa1tment for clean-up costs at the Ellsworth, Casco and 

Presque Isle waste motor oil disposal sites in that order. The bill authorizes the Finance Authority of Maine to 

reimburse the Maine National Guard for its share of response costs at the Plymouth waste motor oil disposal site. 

The bill allows the State Tax Assessor to disclose to the Department of Environmental Protection and the Finance 

Authority of Maine the names of each motor vehicle oil dealer who paid the required premium of motor oil sales. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-822) 

This runendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment requires the Department of Environmental 

Protection to coordinate a review of the waste motor oil disposal site remediation program under the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 10, chapter llO, subchapter 1-F. The review must include the participation ofa stakeholder group. 

The amendment requires the department to submit a written report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 

having jurisdiction over natural resources matters by December I, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009., chapter 2.11 requires the Department ofEnvironme11taJ Protection to coordinate a review of tile waste 

motor oil disposal site rei;nediation program under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, chapter 110, sub chapter 

The review must include the participation of a stakeholder group. Chapter 211 requires the departmentto submit a. 

\V_ritt:eii_feportto the joint stangfug ·comlliitt~e of tJ1e--Legisiaiure -h:l:\iing jur'isdiCtion·-over'natllral resources 1natters 
December 1;2010. .. · 
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Enacted 

LD 1662 

Enacted 

LD 1575 

Enacted 

LD 891 

LD 1818 

Not Enacted 

LD956 

Enacted 

LD 1693 

Enacted 

LD 1631 

Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Air quality 

An Act To Improve Maine's Air Qnality and Reduce Regional 
Haze at Acadia National Park and Other Federally Designated 
Class I Areas 

Air quality- Woodstoves 

An Act To Establish a Residential Wood Stove Replacement 
Fund 

Climate change 

Resolve, To Develop Practices for Developments of State and 
Regional Significance in Order To Reduce Dependency on Fossil 
Fuels and Meet the State's Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction 
Goals 

Resolve, To Continue Evaluating Climate Change Adaptation 
Options for the State 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 
Maine To Provide Constitutional Protection to the Funds 
Generated by the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

Coastal waters 

Resolve, Regarding a Report on the Status of Federal Ship Ballast 
Water Discharge Rules 

Consumer products 

An Act To Provide Leadership Regarding the Responsible 
Recycling of Consumer Products 

Department of Environmental Protection 
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PUBLIC 604 

PUBLIC653 

RESOLVE206 

RESOLVE 195 

ONTP 

RESOLVE198 

PUBLIC 516 



Enacted 

LD 1538 

LD 1603 

Enacted 

LD 1699 

Enacted 

LD 1632 

LD 1760 

Enacted 

LD 1742 

Not Enacted 

LD 1793 

Enacted 

LD 1775 

Enacted 

An Act To Close Loopholes in Environmental Laws 

An Act To Amend Laws Administered by the Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Floodplains 

An Act To Update and Modernize Maine's Floodplain Mapping 

Fuels 

Resolve, Regarding Biofuel in Number 2 Heating Oil 

Resolve, Concerning the Proper Disposal of Motor Fuels 
Containing Ethanol 

Geothermal wells 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 
232: Well Drillers and Pnm p Installers Rules, a Major 
Substantive Rule of the Department of Health and Human 
Services 

Hazardous material 

An Act To Stabilize Funding for Hazardous Material Emergency 
Response by the Department of Environmental Protection and 
Enhance Response Efforts of the Maine Emergency Management 
Agency 

Mercwy 

An Act To Amend Mercury Stack Testing Requirements for 
Certain Air Emission Sources 

Natural Resources Protection Act 

276 

PUBLIC 537 

PUBLIC 501 

PUBLIC 522 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE210 

RESOLVE201 

RESOLVE 164 
EMERGENCY 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 535 



LD 1518 

Enacted 

LD 1827 

Enacted 

LD 1787 

Not Enacted 

LD 1633 

LD 1794 

LD 1797 

Enacted 

LD 1423 

LD 1568 

LD 1796 

Enacted 

LD 1716 

Enacted 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Section 16 Activities in 
Coastal Sand Dunes, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department 
of Environmental Protection 

Oils - Waste motor oil 

Resolve, To Review the Waste Motor Oil Disposal Site 
Remediation Program 

Site location of development 

An Act To Provide for Legislative Review of Recently Proposed 
Revisions to Certain Rules Adopted Pursuant to the Site Location 
of Development Laws and the Storm Water Management Laws 

Solid waste 

An Act To Expand Eligibility of Certain Municipal Landfills To 
Participate in the State's Remediation and Closure Program 

An Act Regarding Solid Waste Facilities 

An Act Regarding Planning for the Management of Solid Waste 

Toxic chemicals 

An Act To Improve Toxics Use Reduction and Reduce Energy 
Costs by Maine Businesses 

An Act To Clarify Maine's Phaseout of Polybrominated Diphenyl 
Ethers 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 881: Fees; 
Chemical Use in Children's Products, a Major Substantive Rule 
of the Department of Environmental Protection 

Wastes 

An Act To Expedite Rulemaking Concerning Agronomic 
Utilization of Sludge 

Water quality 
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RESOLVE167 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE211 

PUBLIC 602 
EMERGENCY 

DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 579 

PUBLIC 610 

RESOLVE 194 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 507 



LD 1553 

LD 1573 

Enacted 

LD 1725 

Not Enacted 

LD 1577 

Enacted 

LD 1526 

LD 1527 

An Act To Facilitate Establishment of Watershed Districts 

An Act To Improve Water Quality through the Phaseout of 
Overboard Discharges and the Improvement of the Boat 
Pump-out Laws 

Water quality- Stream crossings 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Section 10: 
Stream Crossings within Chapter 305 Permit by Rule Standards, 
a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Environmental 
Protection 

Waterbodies - Dams 

An Act Concerning the Establishment of Water Levels 

Wellhead protection; facility siting 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 
700: Wellhead Protection: Siting of Facilities That Pose a 
Significant Threat to Drinking Water, a Major Substantive Rule 
of the Department of Environmental Protection 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 
692: Siting of Oil Storage Facilities, a Major Substantive Rule of 
the Department of Environmental Protection 
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PUBLIC 506 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 654 

RESOLVE208 

ONTP 

RESOLVE149 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE148 
EMERGENCY 
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LD 1022 

Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Legislative Youth Advisory 

Council 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J OTP-AM S-357 

PUBLIC 623 

EMERGENCY 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It amends the laws governing the Legislative Youth 

Advisory Council. 

1. It expands the duties of the council to include establishing a communication network with other youth groups in 

the State, facilitating methods ofreceiving input from youth from geographically diverse areas of the State and 

developing criteria to be considered when recommending future members for appointment. 

2. It directs· the appointing authorities to give special consideration to youth who have already served on the council 

when making appointments and directs the appointing authorities to fill vacancies as soon as practicable. 

3. It directs the council to include in its rules of procedure an attendance policy that authorizes revocation of 

m'ernbership for lack of attendance. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-357) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It repeals the existing statute relating to the Legislative Youth Advisory Council 

and replaces it with new language that reduces the cost of the council by reducing the number of times it 1nay meet, 

providing greater flexibility with respect to where and how it holds and conducts its meetings and encouraging the 

participation of the youth members in the legislative process through such activities as shadowing legislative 

1nernbers during the session, attending public hearings and work sessions and testifying before legislative 

com1nittees on matters pertaining to youth. The amendment states that no additional funds may be appropriated or 

allocated to the council and that all activities of the council during fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11 must be funded 

from lhe approximately $4,000 budgeted by the Legislative Council in the current biennium. It also specifies that 

legislative and youth members appointed by the presiding officers of the 124th Legislature remain as members until 

the convening of the 125th Legislature. The amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L~w2o0\>: ~hapter 623repeai; the. statute ~elatl~g to,t~eiegislativ6 Ycmth Advisory Council aricl replaces it 

with new language th~treducesthe numb.er. of times .the ".Ouncil ma,y meet, provides greater fle:Xibility .with respect 

to "'here and how it holds and ~ouductsits meetings and encourages the pruticipation of the youth m~mbers in the 

legislative process through such activities a~ shadowing1e~islative In embers dming the s~ssion, attending publi6 
hearings .and worksession.s and testifying before legislative committees on matters pertaining to youth, 

. . 

Publ.ic Law2009, chapter 623 was .. enacredas an emergency measure effective April 9, 2010. 
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

LD 1512 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Somerset County Budget 
Procedure 

PUBLIC 576 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

CURTIS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-640 

This bill amends the laws governing the procedure for adopting the Somerset County budget by allowing the budget 

to be increased, decreased or altered by the budget corn1nittee based on information obtained during the public 

hearing process. The budget must be approved by a majority vote of the budget committee at a meeting called for 

that purpose. The county commissioners may adopt the budget as submitted by the budget committee or after 

increasing, decreasing or altering the proposed budget by a majority vote by June 30th. Current law requires a 

unanimous vote of the commissioners to change the budget. The bill also requires that, if the county does not 

approve a new budget, it must operate on an interim budget not to exceed the previous year1s budget. Cun·ent law 

requires that, if the county does not approve a new budget, it operates on an interim budget not to exceed 80% of the 

previous year's budget. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-639) 

This amendment, which is the 1najority report, removes language in the bill that would change the Somerset County 

budget committee's procedure for adopting a budget and instead requires the budget committee to enter the reasons 

for any changes made to the proposed county budget into the minutes of the budget committee meeting. It clarifies 

that the budget committee must adopt the budget by a majority vote of the budget committee and requires that the 

budget must be adopted at a meeting no later than 15 days prior to the beginning of the county's fiscal year. It 

retains the process in curTent law of allowing the county commissioners to change the budget by unanimous vote and 

the budget committee to reject that change by a 213 vote of its membership. This amendment was not adopted. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-640) 

This amendment, which is the minority report, strikes out the section related to changing the budget adoption 

procedure of the Somerset County budget committee. It retains the section that requires the county to operate on an 

interim budget that does not exceed the previous year's budget if the budget is not approved before the start of the 

fiscal year. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2009, chapt~r 576 alldws Somerset County to operate on aninteri;,, budgetthat does not exceed the. 

previous year's budget if the budget isnot approved ;before the strut of the fiscal yeat'. 

Public Law 2009; chapter 576 was enacted as aneme;.gency measure ~ffectiveMarch 31, 2010. 

LD 1513 An Act To Authorize Municipal Officers To Resolve Road-naming 
Disputes 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MAGNAN OTP-AM H-596 
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PUBLIC477 



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

This bill authorizes municipal officers to make the final decision when there is a dispute in the naming of a town 
way, ptivate way or private road for E-9-1-1 purposes. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-596) 

This amendment clarifies that the decision of the municipal officers is final when there is a dispute over the naming 
of a town way, private way or private road for E-9-1-1 purposes unless a local ordinance or charter states otherwise. 

Enacted Law Summary 

fublicLaw 2009, chapter 477a.uihorizes that municipal offi~ers make the final decisi~n when there is a dispute over 
~he naming of a town way, private way or private road for E-9- l- l purposes unless there is a lo.cal. ordinance or 
cbarter that states otherwjse. 

LD 1534 An Act To Ensure That Substantial State Contracts Receive Adequate 

Legal Review 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDETTE 
SIMPSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires state agencies and departments to submit to the Attorney General every proposed contract for the 
purchase of goods or services that has a total contract p1ice that exceeds $3,000,000 or that exposes the State to 

substantial risk in the event of nonperformance. 

LD 1554 An Act Regarding Document Fees at County Registries of Deeds 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CROCKETTP 01P-AM H-669 

S-449 SIMPSON 

This bill increases the filing fee that county registers of deeds may charge for the second and subsequent pages of 
documents from $2 to $4 and clarifies the 11reasonable fee 0 that may be charged for obtaining abstracts and copies of 
records. It states that the Freedom of Access Act in the Maine Revised Statutes Title I, chapter 13 does not apply to 

public inspection and copying fees for records maintained by the county registry office. The bill also requires 
persons who obtain records from registers of deeds and subsequently sell or distribute those records to indicate on 
the records that they are not official copies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-669) 

This amendment limits the exemption from the freedom of access law in Title I, chapter 13 to copying fees so that 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 33, chapter 11 prevails for the purpose of setting fees for copying registry 
documents. It removes the increase in recording fees from the bill. The amendment clarifies that copying fees can 

be different depending on the type of document being copied. It also increases the factors that can be used to 
determine a reasonable fee for copying registry documents to include contract and contractor costs for database 
maintenance and for online provision and bulk transfer of copies in a manner that protects the security and integrity 

of registry documents. 
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ONTP 

PUBLIC 575 



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-449) 

This amendment clarifies the limit to the exemption from the freedom of access laws to the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title I, chapter 13, section 408, subsection 3, which specifically relates to copying costs. It also narrows the range 

of factors that may be used to determine a reasonable fee for copying registry documents to those that relate to the 

cost of producing and making copies available. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public. Law 2009, chapter 575 exeillpts the fees for copying cqunty registiy docu~ents .from the freedoin of access 

law iu Title 1, chapter 13 so thatthe.Maine Revised Statutes,Titl~33, chapter 11 prevails for tl1e purpose of setting 

fees for copying registiy documents .. It clarifies that copying fees .can be different depending on the type of 

document being cop.ied and increases the factors that can be used to determine what is a reasonable fee for copying 

registry documents although those factors mustrel_ate to the cost of producing and making c.opjes available .. 

LD 1569 An Act To Clarify the Informed Growth Act PUBLIC 549 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDETTE 

SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-654 

This bill amends the Informed Growth Act by providing that the Informed Growth Act applies only to permits or 

approvals for new construction and that a change of use pennit is not considered a land use pennit requiring a 

comprehensive economic impact study. 

Committee Amendment "A'' (H-654) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It exempts a retail business establishment from the Informed Growth Act ifthat 

establishment is proposing to occupy an existing building in which the most recent occupant was a large-scale retail 

development as long as there is no proposed increase in gross floor area greater than 20,000 square feet. It also 
clarifies that the definition of ularge-scale retail development'1 under the Infonned Growth Act does not include 

renovation of an existing building. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P;,blicLa~.i()o9; ch~ptet.549 exempts ~retail business e~t~lJlisllIDent fromth~Info~~d GrowtlrAct if.that 

establishment is proposing to. occupy !UJ ·existing building in which the most rece~t occupant :"as a large-scale retail .. 

devdoppient as !?ng as the'.~ is no proposed increase in gro;s floor area greater than 20,QOO square feet It also 
clarifies that th~ defiriition of "large-scale retail development' under the Informed Growth Act does not indude . · 
rel)ovation ()fan existing building, . 

•,• . . 

Public La"'''.2009, chapier549 w.;, enacted as.an emerg011cY efiective Marcli·3, 20 I 0. 

LD 1718 An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Government Records 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 

SIMPSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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Amendments Adopted 

H-638 

PUBLIC 509 



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

This bill clarifies that government records of historic and archival value to the State, regardless of the date of their 
generation, are the property of the State. It clarifies that the custody of a record rests with the State until ownership 

and possession are fonnally relinquished. The bill also requires a licensed auctioneer to notify the State Archivist if 
the auctioneer believes that records belonging to the State are in the possession of a person not authorized to have 
those records. If the auctioneer fails to notify the State Archivist, the auctioneer may be denied a license or a 

disciplinary sanction may be imposed pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 291-A. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-638) 

This amendment removes all sections of the bill related to licensed auctioneers notifying the State Archivist if they 
are in possession of records belonging to the State. The amendment requires the State Archivist to prepare a detailed 
explanation of what constitutes a "record" and "records belonging to the State or to a local government or any 

agency of the State" and requires the explanation to be posted on a publicly accessible website and made available to 
interested parties upon request. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLl\w 2009, chapter •509 clarifies that govennnent records of historic and archival value to the State, f<lgardless 
oftlledate of their generation, ardhe property oftheState; The custody ofarecordrests with the State until 

~wn~rship and possession are formally relinquished. TheState Archivist is required to prepare a detailed 

:explanation Of What constirut_es a'.:~recoidH-__ a~?-urec'pr~ helon~ng to_th~:-Stftte Or to 'alo_cal __ g6vemmerit or_any 
agency of the State" and post the .explanation on a publicly accessi.ble w.ebsite and made· available to inttirested · 

parties upon _request. 

LD 1832 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Election of Androscoggin 

County Commissioner District Budget Committee Members 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CRAVEN S-531 SIMPSON 

This bill repeals the section of law that outlines the method of calculating the votes for the Androscoggin 

County commissioner district budget committee members, and enacts in its stead a new section of law that 

reflects the current Androscoggin County commissioner districts, which were reapportioned in 2003 after the 

2000 census. 

Senate Amendment "B" (S-531) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 650 
EMERGENCY 

Public Law 2009, chapter 650 rei:~ais the section oflaw that outlines the methodof calculatingthevotes for the 

f\~d~:scoggin ;~ounty _-_co111111i~sio~_er disb-ict _b_udg~_t co,rn~ittee _rnember$~---~d ~~ac_t~ ,-in its __ stettd_ a ne_w_section ___ of iii\¥< ____ ; 
that reflects the current Androscoggin County commissioner districts, which were reapportioned in 2003 after the · 
2000 census: 

. . . 

Pgb!icLa\V 2009, chapter 650 was e!lacted ~s.an emergency measure effective April 13, 2010 .. 
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Enacted 

LD 1512 

LD 1832 

Enacted 

LD 1554 

Enacted 

LD 1569 

Enacted 

LD 1022 

Enacted 

LD 1513 

Not Enacted 

LD 1534 

Enacted 

Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 

SUBJECT INDEX 

County Budget Process 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Somerset County 
Budget Procedure 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Election of 
Androscoggin County Commissioner District Budget Committee 
Members 

County Government 

An Act Regarding Document Fees at County Registries of Deeds 

Informed Growth Act 

An Act To Clarify the Informed Growth Act 

Legislature and Legislative Process 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council 

Municipalities and Quasi-Municipalities 

An Act To Authorize Municipal Officers To Resolve 
Road-naming Disputes 

State Contracts and Fiscal Procedures 

An Act To Ensure That Substantial State Contracts Receive 
Adequate Legal Review 

State Government - General 
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PUBLIC 576 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 650 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 575 

PUBLIC 549 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 623 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC477 

ONTP 



LD 1718 An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Government Records PUBLIC 509 
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LD71 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

Resolve, To Create a Working Group To Review the Property Tax 
Exemption for Veterans 

Sponsor(s) 

NASSJ 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-644 

S-439 PERRY J 

RESOLVE 181 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It increases the property tax exemption for post-World 

War I veterans and their eligible survivors from $6,000 to $7,000 to match the exemption given to veterans of 

World War I and earlier wars. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-644) 

This amendment replaces the bill, changes it to a resolve and changes the title. The amendment requires the 

Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to convene a working group, 
which must include representatives of the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, 
Bureau of Maine Veterans1 Services. The amendment requires the Bureau of Revenue Services to invite the 
participation of the Maine Municipal Association and other interested stakeholders. The amendment requires 
the working group to review alternatives for increasing the property tax exemption for qualified post-World 

War I veterans and report its findings and recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over taxation matters, including any necessary implementing legislation. The amendment 
authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters to submit a 
bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature related to the report. 

Senate Amendment "A11 To Committee Amendment "B" (S-439) 

This amendment removes authority for the joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
taxation matters to submit a bill to the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, ch.ipter F81 requi!'er~eDepartment of Adrninistrati~e and Financial. se.:Vices, Bureall ofReve~ue 
.serV:ices to conv91e a working group, which must include representatives of the Department of Def~e, veterans •.•.. >···· 
~d:EmergencY_ ~~g-~xnent, _'f31Jfe~U-:ofMID,ne_-\r eterans_1

_ s_~iy_ices_. It ·req_uir,~s th~ Burea_~ _ _,of-R~~7nu_e __ 8-ezyi_c~s t6 
invite th~participatiorrof th~Maine M:unicipaJ Association and otherinterest~d st.akeholders. ~t~equTI;:sthe 
M<o~king grq\IP to re vie"' alternatives for inc:reasing .the property tax exemption for Cill•lified post-World War I 
Veterans and report iii j"m~ings and recommendations to the joint standing corn1nittee of the Legislature having 

jurisdictiop. over taxation matters; i11:cl_udipg -flDY_---~ecessary implementingJegislatiOn._ 

LD 195 An Act To Base the Excise Tax on Vehicles on a Percentage of the 
Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price 

Sponsor(s) 

KNIGHT 

SMITHD 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 
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This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It requires the motor vehicle excise tax to be based 

on 90% of the manufacturer's suggested retail price for the motor vehicle, regardless of the amount actually paid 

for the motor vehicle. 

, 
LD 588 An Act To Amend the Excise Tax on Motor Vehicles To Reflect 

Depreciation 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 
PERRY J 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It changes the formula for the calculation of the motor 

vehicle excise tax so that the rate of the motor vehicle excise tax remains unchanged throughout the life of the 

vehicle but the base depreciates over the same 6-year period from 95% pf the maker's list price to 15% of the 

maker's list price to reflect the depreciating actual value of the vehicle. 

LD659 An Act To Reduce the Sales Tax on Certain Watercraft 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 
PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-597 

S-544 DIAMOND 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. Current law exempts from taxation the sale of 

watercraft, the sale of materials for watercraft construction and the sale of materials for watercraft repair, 

alteration, refitting, reconstruction, overhaul and restoration if the sale is made to a nonresident and the 

watercraft is intended to be transported outside the State. This bill extends the exemption to all persons and 

without regard to whether the watercraft will remain in the State. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H~597) 

This amendment changes the sales tax exemption for watercraft and related materials sold to nonresidents to 
eliminate the requirement that the watercraft be removed from the State immediately upon delivety by the seller. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "B" (S-544) 

This amendment replaces changes made in the committee amendment to the sales tax exemption for certain 
watercraft purchased by nonresidents and provides a 60% reduction in the sales and use tax rate for nonresidents 

who keep their watercraft in the State beyond the time periods specified in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, 
section 1760, subsection 25 and subsection 45, paragraph A-1. 

Enacted Law Summary 

j>ublic i,aw 2009, chapter620 provide~ a 60%reduction ii the -sales and u~~ t~tate for nonresidents wh.o keep their 
yvatercraftin tlie Stl\te bey:Ondthe time periods specified in the Maine Revised Statutes, Tit.le 36, section.1760, 
subsection 25 and subsection 45, paragraph A-1. 

Public Law 2009, chaptei62<ltakes effect Aug~st 1,2010; 
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An Act To Phase Out the Distribution of the Disproportionate Tax 

Burden Fund under the State-municipal Revenue Sharing Program 

over a 5-year Period 

Sponsor(s) 

SHAW 
DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208, which 
proposes to gradually restore over a 5-year period the system of distributing state-municipal revenue sharing to 

the system that was in place prior to 2000 by reestablishing the pre-2000 Local Government Fund system as the 

sole method of distributing state-municipal revenue sharing on and after fiscal year 2014-15. 

ONTP 

LD 788 An Act To Aid Municipalities and the Unorganized Territory in the 

Reduction of Property Taxes 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
NASSR 

Committee Rep01t 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It provides that, beginning in fiscal year 2010-11, 

1 Oo/o of sales tax revenue growth, which is the increase in sales tax revenue for that fiscal year over the amount 

of revenue generated in fiscal year 2010-11, must be returned to the municipality or unorganized territory where 
the growth occurred. The municipality or unorganized territory must use the amount received to reduce 

property tax levies. 

LD839 An Act To Authorize an Alternative Calculation of the Property Growth 

Factor for Municipalities with Exempt Personal Property 

Sponsor(s) 

GILBERT 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MlN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. This bill authorizes a municipality that has a 
significant amount of personal property in its tax base to include the value of newly introduced personal 

property in the calculation of the municipality's property growth factor under the property tax limitation system 

even though that newly introduced personal property may be business equipment that is exempt from property 

taxation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublkL~w 2009, chapter 545 authorizes a municipality that has asignificant amount of personal property il~ its tllJ<. 
base to include the.value ofne""ly introduced personal propo/1)' i!l.the calculation.ofthe municipality's wop~rty 
growth factor under the property,.tax. lilnitation system even tho11gh that11ewly introducedp~rsonal property may be 
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LD931 An Act To Expand the Economic Development Benefit of Tax 
Increment Financing in Counties That Include Unorganized Territories 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

RAYE 

Committee Rep01i 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It allows a development program for a development 

district or tax increment financing district located within the unorganized territory of a county to fund the 

development activity for that county. 

LD993 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To 
Study the Protection of Farms and Farmland Pertaining to Taxation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It provides that amounts used to demonstrate 

eligibility under the farm and open space tax laws must be from the sale of agricultural products as defined in 

the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 152. It also provides for towns to be reimbursed 90% of the 

revenue lost for farmland classified under the farm and open space tax laws. It also provides a transferable 

income tax credit for voluntary contributions of farmland for conservation and for conservation easements of 
farmland that qualify as charitable donations under the federal income tax. The credit is equal to 15% of the 

value of the donation up to $250,000 for corporate donors and $100,000 for other donors. The credit is 

refundable up to 20% per year. 

LD 1121 An Act To Protect Elderly Residents from Losing Their Homes Due to 
Taxes or Foreclosure 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 

NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-621 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It provides a Senior Property Tax Deferral Program 

for persons 65 years of age or older. This bill requires 0.5% of the real estate transfer tax paid to the State to be 

deposited in a fund to be used to fund the Senior Property Tax Deferral Program. The bill also provides that a 

lien for unpaid property taxes may not be foreclosed against the homestead of a person who is at least 65 years 

of age and has lived in the homestead for at least 10 years until the property is transferred by deed or upon 

death. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-621) 
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This amendment replaces the bill. It allows a municipality to establish a property tax deferral program for eligible 
senior citizens. In municipalities that offer the program, it allows homeowners to apply for a deferral of their 
property taxes if they are at least 70 years of age, occupy the eligible homestead, have lived in their home for at least 
10 years and have a household income ofless than 300% of the federal poverty level. The taxes may be defen·ed 
until the time that certain events occur, including the death of the homeowner or sale of the ho1ne, at which time the 

repayment of the taxes is required within an established time period, along with pay1nent of interest at a rate of 0.5°/o 
above the annually established rate for delinquent taxes. The amendment provides procedures for the 1nunicipa1ity 
to preserve the right to enforce a lien. It requires the municipality to use procedures in current law to enforce a lien 

and for foreclosure. It requires the municipality to provide a copy of a notice prepared by the State Tax Assessor, 
which describes the effect of deferral of property taxes and of the right of the municipality to foreclose on the tax 
lien mortgage, to each applicant for the program at the time of application. It also requires the municipality to 
provide a copy of this notice annually, in lieu of a property tax bill, along with an accounting of taxes deferred and 

interest accrued. It allows a municipality to repeal the program through the same procedure by which it was 
adopted; however, any taxes deferred under the program must continue to be deferred under the conditions of the 
program on the date it was ended. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~b1icI,aw 2009, chapter 489 allows. a municipality to establi~h a property tax deferral program for eligible 
seniorcitizen~-}n :municipalities that offer the pro~am, if all()WS homeowners to i;pplyfor a deferral o(their 
property taxes iftheyare atleast 70 years of age, occ11pythe eligible homestead, have lived in their homefor at. 

least lOyears and h~ve a household inc~me ofless ti;an 300.% of the federal poverty level. The taxes may be 
deferred until the :time that cei;am e:-:ents occur, includi11~ the death of the homeowner or sale of the home, at 
which time the repayment of the lll?'.es ls required within an established time period,along with payment of 
interestat a. rate of 0.5% above!heann!lll11Y establishedratefor delinquent taxes;. The law prnvides procedures 
for,!he municipalil)' to preserve the r~ght to enforce alien. The municipality must use procedures in current law 
to enforce a lien and for foreclosur.e. The municipality must provide a copy of a notice prepared by the State 
Tax Assessor, which describes the effect of deferrfil of proper1ytaxe.~ and o,f the right of the municipality to 
forecloseon theta~ lien:mmtgage,to each~pplicant fmthe.program at the time of application. The. 
municipality must provid~a copyofthis notice annually, in lieu of a pr()perty tax bill; aklng with an accountinJl. 

of taxes def~~ed and interest accru.ed .. Amu11icipaFty may repeal the program through the same procedure. bY ..• 
which it~as .adopted; however, anytaxes deferred under the program must continue to be deferred under the 
conditions pf the pro grain on the date it was e11ded; 

LD 1253 An Act To Establish a Local Option Sales Tax 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. This bill allows a municipality to impose a local 
option sales tax of3% or less by local referendum. Revenue from the local option sales tax is distributed as 
follows: 50% to th.e municipality, 25% to the county in which the municipality is located and 25% to the 
General Fund. The revenue received by the municipality and county must be used to reduce the property tax, 
either through specific programs, such as by funding a municipal property tax assistance program or funding the 
portion of the homestead property tax exemptions not funded by the State or generally stabilizing or lowering 
the projected property tax rate of the municipality or the county tax assessment. 
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An Act To Simplify the Application for Benefits under the 

Circuitbreaker Program 

Sponsor(s) 

STUCKEY 
PERRY J 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It amends the Maine Residents Property Tax 

Program, also known as the Circuitbreaker Program, by allowing an individual to apply for a benefit using the 

individual income tax form. The filing period for benefits under the Circuitbreaker Program is changed to 

January !st to the following June 30th, beginning with benefit years beginning after 2009. This bill allows the 

individual to take the benefit directly or apply it as a credit against income taxes owed by that individual. 

ONTP 

LD 1279 An Act To Reduce Income Tax to 4.5% and Remove Low-income 

Families from Taxation 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

COURTNEY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It requires the transfer to the Tax Relief Fund for 
Maine Residents, beginning in fiscal year 2010-11, of any growth in revenues over the previous fiscal year 

adjusted by the growth limitation factor. Money in the fund is to be used to reduce the overall individual 

income tax burden by reducing the tax rates until the top rate is reduced to 4.5% and increasing to $30,000 the 
income threshold below which families will not pay income tax. 

LD 1335 An Act To Exempt from the Sales Tax Meals Provided at Retirement 

Facilities 

Sponsor!sl 

PERRY J 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It exempts from the sales tax meals provided to 

residents of full-service retirement facilities. This bill also allows a retirement facility that has been audited to 

claim a credit against future sales tax payments for sales tax, including any interest or penalties on that sales 

tax, paid by that facility back to January I, 2007 on meals that will now be exempt from the sales and use tax 
pursuant to this bill. The credit must be provided in equal installments over a I 0-year period. 

291 



Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

LD 1449 An Act To Expand Tax Incentives for Visual Media Productions 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 

RECTOR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-598 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session. It makes changes to the State's tax incentives for 

attracting visual media productions. The existing income tax credit and reimbursement for certain production 

wages are replaced with a refundable income tax credit that is a percentage of direct production expenditures in 

the State. Eligible productions that are certified by the Department of Economic and Community Development 

with expenditures of more than $50,000 but less than $750,000 are eligible for an income tax credit of 10% of 

expenditures or 15% if the production company has been incorporated in the State for at least two years. An 

eligible production company with eligible expenses of$750,000 or more is eligible for a base credit of20% of 

eligible expenditures with incremental increases if the company hires at least 15o/o of its cast and crew in the 

State, spends at least 25°/o of the project time in certain counties or participates in an internship program 

overseen by the Department of Economic and Community Development, Office of Tourism, Maine State Film 

Office. The Finance Authority of Maine is directed to establish a low-interest loan program for eligible visual 

media production companies with production expenses of$750,000 or greater. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-598) 

This amendment replaces the bill. It modifies the existing income tax credit by changing the calculation of the credit 

to 5o/o of the expenses incurred for a single ce1tified visual media production with expenses of$75,000 or more. It 
changes the reimbursement for certain production wages by limiting it to wages that do not exceed $50,000 per 
individual, by including leased employees and by applying the reimbursement to a single certified visual media 
production rather than several projects over a specified period of time. Eligible productions must be certified by the 

Departtnent ofEcont?mic and Community Development, Office of Tourism, Maine State Film Office, which reports 
annually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters on the 
implementation of the credit and reimbursement program. The credits are subject to audit by the State Tax Assessor. 
The amendment clarifies that visual media productions under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 13090-L 

are eligible for the Maine Seed Capital Tax Credit Program under Title I 0, chapter 110, subchapter 9. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 470 

Public Law 2oo9, chaplet' 470 m<ldifies the existing ;t.:come tax credit, which provide~ indmtives for attr!ICting 

visualmedia pr9ductions, by changi)lg the calculatio11 of the credit to5% of the expenses incurred for a single• 

cer(ified visual me~ia production 'l'ith expenses of$7S;OOO or 111\>re. It·changes. the reimbursement for _certain 

pr?ductionwagesby limiting it to wages that donofexcyed$50,-00.0 per indiviqual, by including leased . 

eni.ploy~~s and byapplyingtheteimbursem~9ttoa single ce.rtifa,dvisualmedia production r~th\lr·than sever~! 

projects over a specifiedperiod oftill1e .. Eligible productions mus(be certified by !heDepar!mentofEcono111Jp ' 

and Community Develop~ent,()ffice ofToprism,~ine State Film Office,whichreports a!l~uallyto the joint· 

standing committee of toe Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters. on the implementat\on of the 

credit aild rein1burseme11tprograIIL The credits ares~bject to audit by the State Tax Assessor, Visualmedia •.... 

proqu~tions are eligibly for the Maine SeedCapital Tax Credit1'1:ograni. ~derTitle ~O; chapter 110, subchapter 

9; Public Law 2010, chapter 625{LDJ54ll)clarifies that this law applies to certificaiesissued on or after 

January 1, 2010. 
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LD 1500 An Act To Conform the Maine Tax Laws for 2009 to the United States 

Internal Revenue Code 

PUBLIC 596 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRY J OTP S-426 PERRY J 

This bill updates references to the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 contained in the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 36 to refer to the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as amended through December 31, 

2009, for tax years beginning on or after January I, 2009 and for any prior tax years as specifically provided by the 

United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986. The bill primarily affects the State's income tax and estate tax laws. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-426) 

This amendment changes references to the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 contained in the Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 36 to refer to the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as amended through March 2, 

2010, instead of December 31, 2009, fortax years beginning on or after January !, 2009 and for any prior tax years 

as specifically provided by the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986. This date takes into account federal 

laws enacted in the period from January 1, 2010 to March 2, 2010, including the federal Act To Accelerate the 

Income Tax Benefits for Charitable Cash Contributions for the Relief of Victims of the Earthquake in Haiti, Public 

Law 111-126, which was enacted January 22, 2010, and the federal Temporary Extension Act of 2010, Public Law 

111-144, which was enacted March 2, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 596 updates references t8 the United Stateslntern~lReveiiue Code9(1'J~6 confainediil 

the Maine Revised .Statutes, Title 36to refer to the United States Internal Revenue Code of 19.86 as amended . 

throughKj'arch 2:2010, fortaxyeal"s beginningo~ or after Januaryl,2009andfor an)' wior taxyears as specific~lY, 
provided;iythe UµitedStatesclnternal Reven11ec?.de of.1986. Itprinlar!IY.a!'f'ec~ tJice .. State's income t!IJi' and estate ........................ < • · .... 
ta)< laws. Jhis dat.e ta~es i~to a.c9<mnt fe~eral }l!WS enacted i~ the period from January I, 2010 to Mfil.ch 2;,20] o; ; ..... ~i- -

includingtheJederalAct T() Acce!era.te thelti().~me TaxBenefits fo~Charitable fash Contribnti?ns for tile Relief of.·. 
Victims of the J:l'1flhgu~ke in Haiti,Pt:blic Lawlll-126, which was enacl\'d Jaimary 22, 2010, amt the federal · · 

Temporary Extension Aci of 2010, Public Law 111-144, which was enacted March 2; 2010. 
' . . ··, .. · .•. ·: ... ·< ,,_ ', '·.-<.' '' - ' ----:·-- _.: ' 

Public Law2009, chapter 596 was enacted as an emel'gencymeasureeffectiveAprill;2010. 

LD 1514 Resolve, To Promote Efficiency and To Streamline Access to the 

Circnitbreaker Program Application Process 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CROCKETTP 

BLISS 

OTP S-440 PERRY J 

RESOLVE 189 

This resolve directs the Department of Ad1ninistrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services and the 

Department of Health and Human Services, office of integrated access and support to examine opportunities for 

using the Department of Health and Human Services' Automated Client Eligibility System to determine eligibility 

for the Maine Residents Property Tax Program. The bureau and the office are directed to submit a report to the joint 

standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters by January 15, 2011. The committee 

may submit legislation related to the report. 
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Senate Amendment "A" (S-440) 

This amendment removes authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

taxation matters to submit legislation to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter J 89 directs the Dep~entof Administrative and Financia!Services, Bureati ofRev<mue 
Services and the Department ofH~alth and.Human Services, office ofintegrated access. and support to e~amine 
opp9~1mities for using the Department ofliealth and Hum~ Services' Automated Client Eligibility SJ, stem t~ 
determine. digibHity for the Maine Residents Property .Tax Pr0gram. Tile bureau and the qffice a redirected to 
sub1Uit a report to thejointstanding.committee.ofthe Legislature havingjurisdiction over taxation matters by 
January 15, 2011. 

LD 1533 Resolve, Authorizing the State Tax Assessor To Convey the Interest of 

the State in Certain Real Estate in the Unorganized Territory 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ OTP 

This resolve authorizes the State Tax Assessor to convey the interest of the State in several parcels of real estate in 

the Unorganized Territory. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2?09, chagter .15 O authorizes the State T,,X Assesso;io convey theinterest of the State i.11 several parcels of 
real estate in the Unorgariized Territory. 

LD 1539 An Act Concerning Technical Changes to the Tax Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 
PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing taxation. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-622 

1. It authorizes the State Tax Assessor to enter into agreements with certain other governmental entities for 

assistance in the administration and enforcement of Maine tax laws. 

2. It clarifies and corrects cross-references, grammar and syntax. 

3. It authorizes the State Tax Assessor, under certain circumstances, to disclose information to duly authorized 

officers of other states for use in the administration and enforcement of Maine tax laws. 

4. It eliminates gender-specific language. 

5. It updates the name of a state agency that was renamed by Public Law 2009, chapter 340. 
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6. It provides that an applicant for sales tax registration must identify in its application the types of taxable services 

it intends to sell. 

7. It repeals obsolete tax rates from the special fuel tax law. 

8. It conects a conflict created by Public Law 2009, chapters 213 and 434, which affected the same provision of 
law, by incorporating changes made by both laws. 

9. It cotTects an error in the subtraction modification for depreciation deductions for individual and corporate 
income taxes. This bill also corrects conflicts in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, section 5122, subsection 2, 
paragraph AA and section 5200-A, subsection 2, paragraph R. 

10. It repeals obsolete statutory language establishing the investment tax credit, since the credit is no longer 
available, and repeals a reference to the investment tax credit. 

11. It clarifies the circumstances under which an inco1ne tax credit or refund may be claimed based on a federal 
amendment or adjustment. 

12. It amends the law to clarify that a taxpayer participating in the business equipment tax reimbursement, or BETR 
program and a tax increment financing agreement with a municipality may not receive a greater reimbursement than 
the amount of property taxes actually paid, less any tax increment financing refund received. 

13. It repeals a reference to the investment tax credit and clarifies the computation of the reduced BE1R program 

reimbursement. 

14. It clarifies language relating to the computation of the employment tax increment financing reimbursement and 
corrects a conflict created by Public Law 2009, chapters 434 and 461, which affected the same provision oflaw. 

Committee Amendment "A" (11~622) 

This amendment makes minor teclmical changes to the bill by changing a reference to a subsection and adding 

clarifying language to the end of a paragraph. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~b!iciaw 4009, chapter496~akes s',,ver~l technical changes to the1aws governin.gtaxatipn, 
. .. -

.L Jtauth~ri.z~s th~State Tax Assessorto enter into agre.~nients with c.ertfiln o.ther govermnental e~titles for 
assistance in the administratio~ and .enforcement of Maine tax laws. 

:;_ ........... .-.. ---· .;;" .. .· . < - >. 

2. Ii° Ct~i_fi,;es -~a--co!T.e,ctS cro~S~·referen,~es, griuooi~; S:riA.:sYfltax.: 

3._ Jt au~h6riz7_S·tbe.· 8:t_at¢_-Tax,_:As_ses~_of; ti11dt:rtberta_in :Ci"r?ulnstall_ces~_·to· discl_oS~ -_infonnatiOn to ·duly -~uthorized-_ -
officers ofother states for nse in the. administration and enforcement of Maine tax laws. · . . 

·_:;:;-:-;. · .. --_: >, - ... -

4. It eliminates ge~de;-speci:ficJari~uage; 

5.Jt update~ the nat!le of a state ag~ncy that was renamed by Public Law200\l, chapter 340. 
. .. 

6. It provides that~ applicant for ~ales tax registrationmustidentlfy in its applicationJhetypes 9f taxab1e services 

it intends to seU. 

c . • 

7, It repeals o!Jsole!e tax rates from the.special fuel tax .law. 
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8. It corrects a conflict created by Public Law 2009, chapters 213 and 434, which affected the same provision of 

law, by incorporating changes made by both laws. 

9. __ I~.'.c01~~.~ts ~·:'erro~ inth~ subtra~tion.modification fOr .depreciation deductions for individual and corporate 

income taxes. This bill also corrects conflicts. in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, section 5122, subsection 2, 

paragraph AA and.section 5200-A, subsection 2, paragraph R. 

10. It repeals obsolete statutory language establishing the investment tax credit, since the credit is no longer 

available, ·Wid r~Peals a.refer~nce to the investn1ent tax.credit. 

l I. It Clarifies the circumstances under which an income tax credit or refund may be claimed based on a federal 
·am~!l.dment or ·adjustmeiit, · 

12. It amends the law to clarify that a taxpayer participating in the business equipment tax reimbursement, or BETR, 

pr?gra111.·¥1d.a tax incremeni finan_cing agreement with-a lUlJ!licipalitY.may not receive.a -greater-reimbursementthan
the amount of property taxes actually paid, less any tax increment financing refund received. 

13.· It repeals a reference to the investment tax credit and clarifies the computation of the reduced BETR program 
feimbufSemerit··-

;14;Jt clarlfie~ la~guage relating to.th~ computation of the employment tax increment financing reimbursement and. 
~~rrects a conflict created by Public Law 200?, chapters 434 and 461, which affected the same provisi6n oflaw. 

LD 1540 An Act To Amend the Tax Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 

PERRY J 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing taxation. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-754 

S-538 DIAMOND 

1. It clarifies the procedure for apportionment of county taxes in the unorganized ten·itory, requires the county 

commissioners to issue their warrant for county taxes by July 15th and provides that the county must bear the cost of 

a supplemental assessment if they fail to do so. 

2. It provides that a credit or reimbursement allowed or paid that is recoverable by the State Tax Assessor is a tax 

for purposes of the administrative provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36. 

3. It imposes interest on credits and reimbursements allowed or paid that are recoverable by the State Tax Assessor. 

4. It repeals the requirement that a nonresident purchaser must have been employed or registered to vote in another 

state in order to qualify for exemption from Maine use tax on an automobile purchased and used in the other state. 

5. It provides that an insurance agency may elect to collect and pay the tax on surplus lines premiums on behalf of 

its employees who are surplus lines producers. 

6. It limits the exemption for internal combustion engine fuel sold wholly for exportation from the State to sales by 
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a licensed distributor or an exporter. 

7. It limits the exemption for special fuel sold only for exportation from the State to sales by a licensed supplier. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-754) 

ThiS amendment does the following. 

1. It exempts from sales tax any amount charged for the disposal of used tires. 

2. It clarifies that the sales tax exemption granted for the sale of prescribed medication does not apply to the sale of 

marijuana under the Maine Medical Marijuana Act. 

3. It provides that small sales of wood pellets and similar wood products intended for home heating are exempt from 

sales tax. 

4. It codifies a state income tax subtraction modification for recovery amounts included in a taxpayer's federal 
adjusted gross income that were received after the taxpayer claimed an enhanced standard deduction for the 
amounts. The subtraction modification applies to tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2009. 

5. It clarifies that the changes made by Public Law 2009, chapter 470, which changed the State's incentives to 

provide more effective strategies for attracting visual media productions to the State, applies to visual media 
production certificates issued by the Department of Economic and Community Development on or after January I, 
2010. For certificates that were issued prior to that date, the intent of this amendment is that those eligible media 
production companies are governed by the law in effect on the date the certificate was issued with regard to tax 
credits and reimbursement of wages. 

Senate Amendment "B'' To Committee Amendment "A'' (S-538) 

This amendment adds a transfer of $692,000 from the short-term emergency contingency account to increase the 
budgeted ending balance in the General Fund. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic La~2009, chapter 62S mak~s the following changes to the laws go~erni11gtaxation. 

I. ·.It clarifiesthe pro~ed~re for apportionment ofcounty taxes i~ the unofganized territmy,requires the county .... · •.. · •··. 
commissioners t.o issue their vvarrant for county ·taxes by July!5th and provides .that the cimnty must bear the. cost of 

a supplementaJ.assessment if they.fail to do .so. 

2 .. It pro vi cl es that a, creditor i~imbursement allowed or Nidthatfa recoverable by the State.'.fax Assessor is ataX 
for pfil1loses'of the.administrative pr()visions of the Maine ,Revised Statutes, Title36. . 

3; It imposes int.,rest on credits ~~dreimbursements all~wed or paid that ai'e re8overable by .the State Tax Assessor. 

4. It repeals the ~guirellientthatanoniesident purchas~r m~st~ave been emJl<;y~cl or registered to votdn another ; 

~late in ord.er.to qualifyfor •>s~I\'ption .from Maine use tax on an au\omobile purchased and used in th0 other state, . 

5. ·•It provides .that an insurance. agencj' may elect.to collect and pay the tax on Surplus lines pre1µiums. on behalfof. 

its e1I1ployees who are surf'llls lines :Producers, 

6. It limits the exemption f9r internal 90mbustionengiue fuel sold wholly for exportation from the State to sale~ by 
a-licenSed dis!rlbritor·-~'r-_0.n e?'p~~e,1<--:: 

7. It limits the exemption for sp~ci.il fuel sold only for exportation from the Staie to sales by .a licensed supplier. 
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8. It exetnpts from sales tax any amount charged for the disposal of used tires. 

9. It clarifies thatthe sales tax exemption granted for the sale of prescribed medication does not applyto the sale of 

marijuana under the Maine Medical Marijuana Act. 

- ,; ----. -- -- -

10 .. It provides that small sales of wood pellets and similar wood products int.ended for home heating are exempt 

from sales tax. 

1 i. -It codifies- a state income tax subtraction inodification for recovery amounts included in a taxpayer's federal 

adjusted gross income that were received after the taxpayer claimed an enhanced standard deduction for the 

amounts; The.subtraction modification applies to tax years begimring on or after January 1, 2009. 

li. U clarifies that the changes made. by Public Law2009, chapter 470, which changed the State's incentives to 

prqvide tnore,effective strategies for attracting visual m<:dia productions to the State, applies to visual media 

pr9duction certificates issued by the Department of Economic and Cotnmuni(y Development on or after January I, · 
2010, Certificates that were issued prior to that date are governed by the law in effect on the date the certificate was 

is.sued for both tax credits and reimbursement of wages. 

'n. It adds atransfe; of$6cJZ,OOO from the short-term emergency contingency account to increase the budgeted 

ending balance in the. General Fun<!. 

LD 1634 An Act To Increase Financial Assets of Maine Citizens by Allowing Split 

Tax Refunds 

Sponsor(s) 

FLEMINGS 

CRAVEN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires the State Tax Assessor to deposit a state income tax refund into up to three accounts at one or more 

financial institutions upon request of the person entitled to the refund. 

LD 1635 An Act To Avoid Unnecessary Removal of Land from the Maine Tree 

Growth Tax Law Program 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-751 

This bill provides a grace period that imposes a temporary suspension from taxation under the Maine Tree Growth 

Tax Law for landowners who fail to file the required statements every 10 years but are otherwise in compliance with 

the law. Current law requires the tax assessor to withdraw the land from taxation under the program and impose 

prescribed penalties after notifying the landowner and providing a period of 60 days for the landowner to respond to 

that notice. This bill provides that the parcel for taxation under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law is suspended from 

the program for one year after the original due date of the required statements and that the parcel is taxed as if it 

were not eligible for taxation under the program but without applying the penalty provision. The bill allows the land 

to be returned to classification under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law if the landowner provides the required 

statements before the end of the one-year suspension period. It requires that the penalty be assessed as if the parcel 
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were withdrawn on the original due date of the required statements if the landowner fails to file the required 

statements and the land is no longer classified under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law. The bill requires that if, 

during the suspension period, the parcel becomes ineligible for taxation under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law for 

reasons other than failure to file the required statements, the parcel must be immediately withdrawn and a penalty 

assessed as if the suspension period had not applied. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-751) 

This amendment replaces the bill and creates a process requiring assessors to notify landowners of the deadline for 

submission of certain infonnation associated with land classified under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law. The 

amendment also provides relief from withdrawal and penalty to landowners in the unorganized territory that had 

land withdrawn between September 20, 2007 and July 1, 2010, ifthe landowner demonstrates compliance with all 

tree growth classification requirements before April 1, 2011. The amendment removes the emergency preamble and 

clause, and adds a mandate preamble. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Lavv 2009, chapter 577 creates~ process requiring assessors funotifylandowm:rs of the deadHllefor · 

submission of certain infunnation associated with land classified under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law .. The.law 

also provides relieffromwithdr~w~l and penalty to landowners in the unorganized territory that.had IimdwithdravVn 

betweenSeptelllber 20, 2007 and July 1, ZOJO,.ifthe landowner denionstr;;tescompliance. with all tree growth 

classification requirements before April 1, 2011. 

LD 1636 An Act To Encourage Extended Stays in Maine Waters 

Sponsor(s) 

CUSHING 

RECTOR 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

Under current law, watercraft that are not within the State for more than 75 days during the year are exe1npt from 

excise tax. This bill extends that time period from 75 to 90 days. 

LD 1637 An Act To Change the Requirements for the Sales Tax Exemption for 

Snowmobile Trail Grooming Equipment 

Sponsor(s) 

WATSON 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-623 

This bill removes the requirement that a snowmobile club be a nonprofit organization, which is defined in Title 36 as 

an organization exempt from taxation under Section 501 (c) of the United State Internal Revenue Code, in order to 

be eligible for the sales tax exemption for snowmobile trail grooming equipment. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-623) 

The amendment replaces the bill. Cun·ent law requires that a snowmobile club must be a nonprofit corporation, 

which is defined in Title 36 as an organization exempt from taxation under Section 50J(c) of the United State 

Internal Revenue Code, in order to receive the sales tax exemption for snowmobile trail grooming equipment. This 

amendment requires that a snowmobile club must be a nonprofit corporation incorporated under the Maine Revised 
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Statutes, Title 13-B in order to receive the sales tax exemption for snowmobile trail grooming equipment. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pllblic ia:w200.9,~h~pter 491 reqrii;~~ th~ta snrl~l11rlbhe cltlb m~~fl:Je;{tlonp1ufit ~orpo~~tirillin~i];~rated u~d~r 
the M. aine Revised Statutes, Title.13-B in order to receive the sales tax exemption for·s ... no.wmob.1.ile trail gro. oming····· -·· . . - ·.. . ·- . ' .. 
equipment .. · ... 

LD 1666 An Act To Improve the Seed Capital Investment Tax Credit Program DIED ON 
ADJOURNMENT 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MITCHELLE OTP-AM S-404 

This bill changes the seed capital investment tax credit program by increasing the existing credit from 40o/o of an 

eligible investment to 60°/o and applying it unifonnly across the State rather than basing it on unemployment rates. 

The bill eliminates the up-front tax credit for investors in certain venture capital funds and makes changes to the 

conditions and restrictions related to business ownership by investors in private venture capital funds. The bill 

retains the current amount of $30,000,000 as the aggregate amount of credits that the Finance Authority of Maine 

may issue through the end of calendar year 2011 and then increases the amount to $50,000.000 starting in 2012. It 

allows investors entitled to the credit that are part of a partnership, corporation or similar entity to allocate the credit 

using an alternate allocation method rather than allocating the credit in direct proportion to their respective interests 

in those pa1tnerships, corporations or similar entities. It adds the partners, members or equity owners of certain 

nonprofit, civic and charitable organizations to the list of those entitled to the credit and states that they must be 

treated as taxpayers for the purposes of this refundable credit. The bill provides an exception to the provision that 

specifies that 25% of the tax credit must be taken in the year the investment is made for certain time periods and 

provides a schedule that specifies what percentage must be taken in each taxable year. The bill also makes the tax 

credit refundable to provide an incentive for investment in Maine businesses. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-404) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment, like the bill, changes the Maine Seed Capital Tax Credit 

Program by increasing the existing credit from 40% of an eligible investment to 60% and applying it uniformly 

across the State rather than basing it on unemployment rates. The amendment eliminates the up-front tax credit for 

investors in certain venture capital funds and authorizes a refundable tax credit of 50o/o for investments in eligible 

businesses by venture capital funds. Any income recognized on a taxpayer's federal tax return from the refundable 

tax credit would be subtracted from federal adjusted gross income for state income tax purposes. The amendment 

retains the current amount of $30.000,000 as the aggregate amount of credits that the Finance Authority of Maine 

may issue. It requires the Finance Authority of Maine to report annually to the Joint Standing Committee on 

Taxation on activity in the program in the prior year. 

LD 1674 An Act To Amend the Law Governing Sales Tax Exemptions for 

Certain Nonprofit Youth Organizations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SHERMAN ONTP 
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Current law provides a sales tax exemption for nonprofit youth organizations whose primary purpose is to provide 

athletic instruction in a nonresidential setting. This bill expands application of the sales tax exemption to nonprofit 

youth organizations whose primary purpose is to provide artistic instruction in a nom·esidential setting. 

LD 1694 Resolve, To Increase Transparency and Accountability and Assess the 

Impact of Tax Expenditure Programs 

RESOLVE199 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 

CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

S-474 PERRY J 

This resolve directs the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to convene a working group to 

define the purpose of certain tax expenditure programs, design a method to collect data that measure the economic 

impact of tax expenditure programs and recommend a reporting and review schedule of such programs. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-474) 

This amendment strikes the language that gives the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over taxation matters the authority to report out legislation to the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R~soive2oo9 •. chapterJ99 direc~ th~Comml;sid~er of.Admfui~§tive • ..IldFinaocii~1·s~rvice.s t~ conv~ne .;orldng 
iP"up ~ define the jlurposeofcertai~ tax expe?diture programs, design a 111ethod t<> collect dat.athat meas'?:• the. 
eco11o!J1ichnpactof tm,< e>,1Jenditure progr"Ills andrecolll11lend a r~portipg and reviev;schedule of such progrl\filS. It· 
requir.e~ the <=;ommisSione.r to s~bmit a·rep.ort·c;ontainin~.tlie W~.rking.grollp1.s.:fmdlllgs_:~~·r~cOtllm.endations tO the 
joint standing committees·ofthe Legislature havingj.;,isdiction overtaxation matters, appropriations and.financia] 
~ff~&s,::&i(l b~~Iles~;_ reseatc~ :anCtecOriOmiC.~developffiCnt ·1natterS· .. 

LD 1721 An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Exemption for Commemorative Items 
Honoring Veterans 

Sponsor(s) 

CAREY 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides a state sales tax exemption for commemorative items honoring veterans serving in different 

conflicts sold by the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Bureau of Maine Veterans' 

Services. 
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LD 1755 Resolve, To Review Sales of Dairy Products RESOLVE192 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-716 

S-468 PERRY J 

This resolve directs the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to convene a working group to 
examine the feasibility of increasing revenue to the State by extending the handling fee or initiating a sales tax on 
dairy products other than fluid milk. The commissioner is directed to report to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters by January 15, 2011. The committee is authorized to submit 
a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Commitl<!e Amendment "A" (H-716) 

This amendment provides that the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources must conduct the study 
within existing resources, requires the results of the study also to be submitted to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and authorizes that committee to submit a bill to the First 
Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-468) 

This amendment strikes the language from Committee Amendment nA" that added the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters as one of the committees that may submit a bill to the First 
Regular Session of the 125th Legislature. The amendment also removes from the resolve the authorization of the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture matters to submit a bill to the First 
Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resoi~e 20()9, ch~p~ri92 <li~ec4ilieco;,,IDJ~siori~r of A/¢~;.it.U~; FoodandRu~;tlile~oW"ce~to,:;ithiri ~;.:;sihii··· 
resources,·c?":Vene, a w~rking groupto•examinethefeasibility of increasing revenue to the State by exte.ndingthe. 
handling fee or !nitiatjngasaJes taJfOil dairy product~ othertlian fluid rni\k ... The commissioner is direptedto re~Ort 
to the j~int standing committees of theLegislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters and taxationmattl'rs · 
by January l~, 2on. · · 

LD 1785 An Act To Bolster Maine's Social Safety Net through Voluntary Sales 

Tax Contributions 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HAYES ONTP 

This bill directs the State Tax Assessor to create a process for voluntary payments of a sales tax surcharge for 
persons who make purchases that are subject to the sales and use tax. A person choosing to make voluntary 
payments may do so through electronic payments from that person1s financial institution to the Volunta1y Sales Tax 
Safety Net Fund, which is established in this bill, or by other means that may be established by the State Tax 
Assessor, who administers payments to the fund. Payments to the fund are not subject to transfers to the Local 
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Gove1nment Fund for state-municipal revenue sharing. Revenues in the fund are distributed proportionately to 
various safety net programs to alleviate the burden of future budget reductions required as a result of a decline in 
General Fund revenue. 

LD 1807 An Act To Establish Municipal Cost Components for Unorganized 
Territory Services To Be Rendered in Fiscal Year 2010-11 and To Make 
Certain Changes in the Laws Governing Tax Increment Financing 
Payments in the Unorganized Territories 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-758 

H-771 HAYES 

This bill establishes municipal cost components for state and county services provided to the unorganized territory 

that would be paid for by a municipality. The municipal cost components constitute the property tax for the 
unorganized territory. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (H-758) 

This amendment corrects a mathematical error. In addition, the amendment removes the date that limited tax 
increment financing payments in the unorganized territories to tax increment financing districts approved by the 
Commissioner of Economic and Community Development prior to July 1, 2008. 

House Amendment "A" (H-771) 

This amendment is being presented on behalf of the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading to correct 
mathematical errors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 619 
EMERGENCY 

PublicL;,w 2609,-cbaptet 619establishes mutti~ipal:;:ost cc.;;p;;n~;,t.-±b;: stat~-and cotintiserviCesp~;;yided ~o ~-c --· 

unorganized territocythat\Vo~ld be paid for by a.~unicipality, The. mun.icipal cost c?wponents c~pstiwte the •. 
proper!)' tixfor the unor~aniz(ld 'territ?IY· It also ~emoves the date.that limited tax increment fmaricing paymetits in 
the unorganized territories to those approved prior to. July 1, 2008. 

•, .. . . 
- - . -

PtihHcLaw 2009, chaEter 619 was enacted as an emergency measure effective ;\pril 8, 2019. 

LD 1812 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 37: Voluntary 
Municipal Farm Support Program, a Major Substantive Rule of the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 37: Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program, a major 

substantive rule of the Depa1tment of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Resolve 2009, ch.apter 187providesfor adoption of Chapter37: VoluntaryM.fuicipal Farm Suppmt Program, a· 
major substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Food. and Rural Resource. . 

Resolve 2009, chapter 187 WaS finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 31 .• 2010, 

LD 1823 Resolve, To Review and Update the Telecommunications Taxation Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

S-484 PERRY J 

This resolve requires the Depa1tment of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau· of Revenue Services to 
convene a working group that includes representatives of municipalities and the telecommunications industty. It 
requires the working group to review alternatives for updating the telecommunications taxation lav,1s, including a 
gross receipts tax and a sales tax. It requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of 
Revenue Services to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation 
matters the findings and recommendations of the working group, including any necess~ry implementing legislation. 
The resolve authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters to 
submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature related to the report. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-484) 

This amendment removes the authorization of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over taxation matters to submit a bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

RESOLVE202 

~wive 2?09, chapter 202. requires the Dep~rtt;lent ~fAdmfu.istrative ,;;,d Financial SeNl~es;Bureau ofReyenn~ 
Servicf)Sto."."nven~ aworkjng·.gi:o~pthat.incfodes.representativ~s,ofmunicipaHties and thetelecommuri.ications 
irufostry ... Jt,requyes th~ Work~g group to. f)'View ait~rnatives fornpdating the. tekconununications. taxation law.s, 
including a !ll'os~ receipts la!' and a sales tax: Itrequii·es the DepW(mf)~t .ofj\dministrative and financial Services,•· . 
BureauC>~Revenue S~fvic~sto rep0rtthe findings and recommendations. o.fthe working gronp,includi~g any . 
necessaryhnplementin,g legislation to thejoint standing committee of the Legislatµre having jurisdiction over 
iaxRtion µiatterS. 
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Enacted 

LD 1500 

LD 1539 

LD 1540 

Not Enacted 

LD 1279 

LD 1634 

Enacted 

LD 1823 

Not Enacted 

LD 195 

LD588 

LD 662 

LD 993 

LD 1636 

Joint Standing Committee on Taxation 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Administration of Tax Laws 

An Act To Conform the Maine Tax Laws for 2009 to the United 
States Internal Revenue Code 

An Act Concerning Technical Changes to the Tax Laws 

An Act To Amend the Tax Laws 

Income Tax - General 

An Act To Reduce Income Tax to 4.5% and Remove Low-income 
Families from Taxation 

An Act To Increase Financial Assets of Maine Citizens by 
Allowing Split Tax Refunds 

Miscellaneous Taxes 

Resolve, To Review and Update the Telecommunications 
Taxation Laws 

An Act To Base the Excise Tax on Vehicles on a Percentage of the 
Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price 

An Act To Amend the Excise Tax on Motor Vehicles To Reflect 
Depreciation 

An Act To Phase Out the Distribution of the Disproportionate 
Tax Burden Fund under the State-municipal Revenue Sharing 
Program over a 5-year Period 

An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission 
To Study the Protection of Farms and Farm land Pertaining to 
Taxation 

An Act To Encourage Extended Stays in Maine Waters 
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Enacted 

LD 1635 

Enacted 

LD71 

Enacted 

LD839 

LD 1533 

LD 1807 

Enacted 

LD 1121 

LD 1514 

LD 1812 

Not Enacted 

LD 1273 

Enacted 

LD659 

Property Tax - Current Use 

An Act To Avoid Unnecessary Removal of Land from the Maine 
Tree Growth Tax Law Program 

Property Tax - Exemptions 

Resolve, To Create a Working Group To Review the Property 
Tax Exemption for Veterans 

Property Tax - General 

An Act To Authorize an Alternative Calculation of the Property 
Growth Factor for Municipalities with Exempt Personal Property 

Resolve, Authorizing the State Tax Assessor To Convey the 
Interest of the State in Certain Real Estate in the Unorganized 
Territory 

An Act To Establish Municipal Cost Components for 
Unorganized Territory Services To Be Rendered in Fiscal Year 
2010-11 and To Make Certain Changes in the Laws Governing 
Tax Increment Financing Payments in the Unorganized 
Territories 

Property Tax Relief Programs 

An Act To Protect Elderly Residents from Losing Their Homes 
Due to Taxes or Foreclosure 

Resolve, To Promote Efficiency and To Streamline Access to the 
Circuitbreaker Program Application Process 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review ofCbapter 37: Voluntary 
Municipal Farm Support Program, a Major Substantive Rule of 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 

An Act To Simplify the Application for Benefits under the 
Circuitbreaker Program 

Sales Tax 

An Act To Reduce the Sales Tax on Certain Watercraft 
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LD 1637 

LD 1755 

Not Enacted 

LD788 

LD 1253 

LD 1335 

LD 1674 

LD 1721 

LD 1785 

Enacted 

LD 1449 

LD 1694 

Not Enacted 

LD 1666 

Not Enacted 

LD 931 

An Act To Change the Requirements for the Sales Tax 
Exemption for Snowmobile Trail Grooming Equipment 

Resolve, To Review Sales of Dairy Products 

An Act To Aid Municipalities and the Unorganized Territory in 
the Reduction of Property Taxes 

An Act To Establish a Local Option Sales Tax 

An Act To Exempt from the Sales Tax Meals Provided at 
Retirement Facilities 

An Act To Amend the Law Governing Sales Tax Exemptions for 
Certain Nonprofit Youth Organizations 

An Act To Provide a Sales Tax Exemption for Commemorative 
Items Honoring Veterans 

An Act To Bolster Maine's Social Safety Net through Voluntary 
Sales Tax Contributions 

Tax Credits and Incentives 

An Act To Expand Tax Incentives for Visual Media Productions 

Resolve, To Increase Transparency and Accountability and 
Assess the Impact of Tax Expenditure Programs 

Au Act To Improve the Seed Capital Investment Tax Credit 
Program 

Tax Increment Financing 

An Act To Expand the Economic Development Benefit of Tax 
Increment Financing in Counties That Include Unorganized 
Territories 

307 

PUBLIC 491 

RESOLVE192 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 470 

RESOLVE199 

DIEDON 
ADJOURNMENT 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 



STATE OF MAINE 
124TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

Summaries of bills, adopted amendments and laws enacted or finally passed during 
the Second Regular Session of the 124

1
h Maine Legislature coming from the 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

April 2010 

STAFF: 

KAREN NADEAU-DRILLEN, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

13 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, ME 04333 

(207) 287-1670 

& 
SUZANNE ROY, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

OFFICE OF FISCAL AND PROGRAM REVIEW 

5 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, ME 04333 

(207) 287-1635 

MEMBERS: 

SEN. DENNIS S. DAMON, CHAIR 

SEN. JOSEPH C. PERRY 

SEN. WALTERR. GOOLEY 

REP. EDWARD J. MAzUREK, CHAIR 

REP. GEORGE HOGAN 

REP. ANNE. PEOPLES. 

REP. CHARLES KENNETH THERIAULT 

REP. CHARLES W. HARLOW 

REP. MICHAELE. CAREY 

REP. WILLIAMP. BROWNE 

REP. DOUGLAS A. THOMAS 

REP. RICHARD M. CEBRA 

REP. KIMBERLEY C. ROSEN 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

LD 1320 An Act To Ensure the Availability of Alcohol-free Motor Fuels 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE ONTP 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature by the Joint Standing 

Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development and re-referred to the Joint Standing Committee 

on Transportation during the Second Regular Session. This bill requires a retail dealer of gasoline and a 

.distributor of gasoline to offer for sale or use nonethanol-blended unleaded premium grade gasoline. 

ONTP 

LD 1501 An Act To Dedicate Surplus Transportation Funds to Highway 

Maintenance and Paving 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

COURTNEY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the transfer of the uncommitted balance in the HighWay Fund unallocated surplus account to the 
Department of Transportation Highway and Bridge Light Capital program for maintenance paving. The amount 
transferred to this program, when added to previous allocations to the program for the fiscal year, may not exceed an 

amount necessary to perform maintenance paving at a rate of 600 miles per year as calculated by the Department of 
Transportation and reported to the State Controller. Any remaining uncommitted balance must be transferred to the 
Department of Transportation Highway and Bridge Capital and Maintenance and Operations programs for capital 
needs. 

This bill also includes a one-time Highway Fund deallocation of$142,259 to the Department of Transportation 
Highway and Bridge Capital program and a corresponding one-time Highway Fund allocation to the Department of 
Transportation Highway and Bridge Light Capital program, to transfer the adjustment to allocation resulting from 

the uncommitted balance in the Highway Fund unallocated surplus account at the end offiscal year 2008-09. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-361) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, incorporates a 
fiscal note. 

LD 1502 Resolve, To Name Route 16/27 in the Town of Stratton the Caleb Dalton 

Stevens Memorial Highway 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOOLEY OTP 
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This resolve names the portion of State Route 16/27 in the Town of Stratton as the Caleb Dalton Stevens Memorial 
Highway, in memory of an early pioneer settler of the region who traveled that route. 

Enacted Law Summary 

R"solve. 2009, chapter 145 names. the portion of State Ro\lte 16/27 in the Town of Stratton as the CalebDlllton 
Stevens Memorilll Highway, in memory of an early pioneer settler of the region who traveled that route. 

LD 1503 An Act To Establish Emergency Zones on Public Ways To Minimize 

Accidents 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TRAHAN OTP-AM S-398 

This bill defines emergency zones and allows the Commissioner of Transportation and the Executive Director of the 

Maine Turnpike Authority to lower the speed limit in those areas. Fines are doubled if a person violates this 

provision of law. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-398) 

This committee amendment, which strikes and replaces the bill, requires an operator of a motor vehicle to proceed at 

a careful and prudent speed when approaching or passing through an emergency zone. The amendment defines 

"emergency zone" as any portion ofa way where at least one stationary ambulance or emergency medical service, 

fire department, hazardous material response or police vehicle is located with emergency lights in use for the 

purposes of rendering medical assistance or responding to an event when the situation presents a risk of harm to a 

person using the way or an area immediately adjacent to the way. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 20?9, chapter554requires an op~rator'ofa motor vehi~let°' proceed.at a careful and pr~d~ntspeed 
who~ ~ppr?aching oq1assing through an ~!llergency zone. The amendment de.fines "emergency zo11e" as. \IDY 
P?rtion of away where.at .least ()Jj• ~tationary ambulance or emergency medical s~rvice, fire d~paJ'llllent,. 
hazardous material response or J.>cilice vehide is located vvith emergency lights in. use for the purposes qf 
rendering .medical assistimce or responding toim eventwhen the situation presents a risk of harm to a person · 

using the. 'Yay or an area immediately ~djacentto the way, 

LD 1555 An Act To Require the Bureau of Motor Vehicles To Accept 

Certification of Disability from the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles to accept certification ofa 

person's disability from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs for the purpose of obtaining a disability 
registration plate or disability placard. 
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LD 1561 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Regulate the Use of Automated License Plate Recognition 
Systems 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-401 

S-432 BLISS 

S-453 DAMON 

This bill prohibits the use of traffic surveillance cameras to collect data that could be used to uniquely identify a 
vehicle or individual and adds automated license plate recognition systems to the list of regulated surveillance 

technology. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-401) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, strikes and 

replaces the bill. The amendment defines 11automated license plate recognition system 11 as a system of one or 

more mobile or fixed high-speed cameras combined with computer algorithms to convert images of registration 

plates into computer-readable data. The amendment clarifies that an automated license plate recognition 

system does not include a photo-monitoring system used by the Maine Turnpike Authority or a law enforcement 

agency for toll enforcement purposes. 

The amendment prohibits the use of automated license plate recognition systems except by the Department of 

Transportation for the purposes of protecting public safety and transportation infrastructure, the Department of 

Public Safety, Bureau of State Police for the purposes of commercial motor vehicle screening and inspection 

and any state, county or municipal law enforcement agency for the purposes of providing public safety, 

conducting criminal investigations and ensuring compliance with local, state and federal laws. A law 

enforcement agency may use an automated license plate recognition system only in conjunction with 

information entered by a law enforcement officer or information available in the National Crime Information 

Center database. The amendment provides that data collected or retained through the use of an automated 

license plate recognition system are confidential and may be available for use only by a law enforcement 

agency in carrying out its functions or by an agency collecting information for its intended purpose or a civil or 

criminal proceeding. 

The amendment allows a law enforcement agency to publish and release as public information summa1y reports 

using aggregate data that do not reveal the activities of an individual or firm. The amendment also allows a law 

enforcement agency to share commercial motor vehicle screening data with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration for regulatory compliance purposes. The amendment further provides that data collected 

through the use an automated license plate recognition system that are not intelligence and investigative 

information, or data collected for the purposes of commercial motor vehicle screening, may not be stored for 

more than 21 days. 

The amendment makes a violation of the automated license plate recognition system provisions a Class E 

crime. 

The amendment directs the Secretary of State to establish a working group to study and assess potential issues 

relating to the use of automated license plate recognition systems by law enforcement agencies and other 

authorized agencies. The working group must submit a report including its findings and recommendations to 
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the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters no later than 
January 15, 2011. The amendment gives the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over transportation matters authority to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment" A" (S-432) 

This amendment makes specific the factors that must exist when a law enforcement agency is using an automated 
license plate recognition system. 

Senate Amendment "C" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-453) 

This amendment removes authority for the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
transportation matters to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Lavv20Cl9, chapterlios defines"automated license plate recognition system" as a systeI11 ofone or more. 
mobile orfixed high-~pe.ed Caffi~ras co.mbined with 90mputer algorithms to convert images ofregistration pfates into 
computer-readable data .. The law further clarifies that.an automated licensepla.te recognition system d. oes not . 
incljlde a ph()lo-monitoring system used by the Maine T~mpike Auth01ity or a law enforcement agency for toll 
enforcement-·-purposes. 

The law prohibits the use of automated lkense platerecpgnition •ystems except by the Department of Trausportlitio11 
for the .pwyoses of protecting public safety .and trRjl'portation infrastructure, the Department of Public Safety, 
Bur~au of State Police for the. purpo~es of commer()ia1 motorvehkle. screening and mspection and anY state, county 
.or mµnicipal law enforcement agen~y for the pmyoses of providing public safety; conducting crimmal investigations 
and. ensurmg complian"e with local, state and·federal law~. 

,r• • 

A lawenfor~ement agency may use~~ automated license plate recognition system only in conjlll)ction with 
info1mation. entered by a law enforcement officer based .on specifi(l and articulable facts .of a copcem for safety; 
:W.rongd~ing:or a_crin1inaLinvestigation or pursllant tg a-civil _o~der or records·from theNationaI_.Crin1e I~Onnatioif 
Center database or an official published law enforcementbuHetin. 

The Jaw P!ovides that data collect~d or retain~d tliro~gh theuse of an a~tomated Jkense plate recognition system are 
confidential and may be avail ab.le for us": only by alawenforcement ag~ncy in carrying out its functfons or by an 
~gency collecting infon~ation for its intel1ded purpose or a civil or criminalpJ'.'!(leeding. It ~llows •a: law enforc.~merit 
agency to publish and release aspublic ID.formation sU\Jllllary reports us mg aggi;egate data that do not reveal the 

ac~V:-ities:_of an_-indiyid~al ·af-fiITll. _It also allows a 1aVV;e~orcement:agencyto share commerciai motor vehicle 
screeningdata 'With theFed~r~l N[otor CaITierSafety j\dministration for regulatory ~ompliance purposes. It further 
provides that dllt.a collected lhroUgh the use ·Of an automated license plate recognition system thafare not intelligence •. 
~a, :~y~Stig~tive·'..i~fo~nl~fi9'.n;-()f chlt_a-~ollectCd _-for thC:_p~oseS of co~mercial_ mOtor ·vehlqle- .screeJli11g, iµa)':not ~:e'~ 
stored for more than 21 days. 

. ~ --- '. --- < ----- -
The law 1llakes, a violatioiiof th~ a!'tomated llcense plate recognition systeri1 provisions a Class E crime. 

It also directs the Secrerary of siateto establish a working group to study and asse;~ pote1itial issu.esrelatingto the 
use of ~uto'jlat~d Jicense.,pl~te re~ognition systems by law enforcement ~gencies alld other a11tho1ized agencies. The 
working group must submita report including its fmdmgs and reco~endations to the jomt standing committee of 
the Legislature\lavingjul'jsdictionover transportation matters no laterthan January 15, 201}. 
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LD 1562 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

DAMON OTP-AM 

This bill makes several changes to the motor vehicle laws. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-711 MAZUREK 

S-391 

S-433 DAMON 

1. It repeals the requirement that the prior certificate of registration be returned to the Secretary of State when a 

registration is transferred or canceled. 

2. It permits a disabled veteran who has been issued disabled veterans registration plates to park in a disability 

parking space without the need to obtain a separate disability placard. 

3. It amends various provisions of law by removing references to motor carrier operating authority. 

4. It clarifies that a car dealer operating an unattended sales promotion at a charity event is exempt from permit fees 

when a vehicle is displayed as a prize. 

5. It updates motor canier operating authority requirements by removing motor carrier intrastate operating authority 

requirements and correcting associated references related to insurance and suspension of authority. 

6. It corrects cross-references to provisions of law repealed in the bill. 

Committee Amendment "A" (SM391) 

This committee amendment allows the sportsman registration plate to be displayed on Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife and Department of Conservation vehicles. 

The amendment allows a special equipment registration to be issued for 2 years at twice the annual fee, as is 

currently allowed for most trailers. 

The amendment eliminates the section of the bill that proposes to pennit a disabled veteran who has been issued a 

disabled veteran registration to park in a disability parking space without the need to obtain a separate disability 

placard. Instead, the amend1nent adds the International Symbol of Access to the disabled veteran registration plate, 

allowing a person who has been issued the registration plate to park in a disability parking space without the need to 

obtain a separate disability placard. 

The amendment amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, chapter 5, subchapter 2 headnote to more 

accurately reflect the provisions in the subchapter. 

The amendment changes a violation of the Unified Carrier Registration System requirements from a Class E crime to 
a traffic infraction. 

The amendment clarifies that the issuance of rush titles and certain other documents are expedited rather than 

immediate. 
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The amendment also clarifies that certificates of title and salvage are not issued for off-road vehicles. 

The amendment allows a vehicle dealer with multiple places of business to keep the original vehicle title at a central 

location if a copy is available for the customer's inspection. 

The amendment clarifies that the Secretary of State may refuse to issue a title to a vehicle declared salvage in 
another state. 

The amendment also clarifies that the Secretary of State may carry forward a title legend issued by another state. 

The amendment clarifies that a lienholder must submit a title application to the Secretary of State within 30 days. 

The amendment provides that proof of financial responsibility with respect to a nonresident can be provided by 

insurers authorized to transact business in the state of residence of the insured. 

House Amendment "A" (H~711) 

This amendment removes the requirement in current law that a driver1s license issued to a person convicted for QUI 
bear a coded notation of the conviction. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-433) 

This amendment clarifies that the reinstatement fee for a suspension for failure to appear, answer or pay a fine for a 
traffic infraction be deposited equally between the Highway Fund and the General Fund. 

Enacted Law Summary 

-------- ·--·--
Public Law 2009, chapter 598 makes changes t<? the motor vehicle laws. 

l. Itrepeals the requifementthat th.e prior certificate of registration be returned to the Secretary of Statewhena 
registration is transferred or canceled. . · 

2. Jt amends yarious provisions of law by removing references to motor CaITier operating authority; 
'- ' -- - ' .:' ';- ' .- ·-

3 ... It darifi~~that •{car dealer operating .an unattended sales promotion lit a cfutrity event is exempt from permit 
fees wh~n a venicleis displayed as a prize. . . 

• 4. · 1t updates n10tor carrier operating authority require1110cn~by;elllovin.g moto.'cal1'ier ilitrastate op~rating 
authority requirements and coITecting associated references related tq insurance and suspension of authority·. · 

' - -- : .-. ::;-: <-:.->.· _.:--·-__ ---.:~:.-' __ .-_··::< - -, -- - ,- ' ·- ' ;::.- ---.---_::::·:--·::· 

5. Ifallowsthe spo~ll'lan.registration plate to be displayedonDepartI1le11.tofinland Fisheries an.d Wildlife filld 

Departillent ofCo~seryatiol1.vehicles. 

, __ ··.· •. :: .••.. ~.-- - _:-:_.:E .. !·.:.-_:.-... ··. . ... · ..... ·. ·.·· . ..·•· . ..· . . . . . .· ··. . . . ·.·.··... .·•. •.·. ·-". 

6. It.allows a special ~quipment registration to he. issuedfor2 y~ars.at twice the annµa\fee,. as is ciurently 
allowed for most trailers.· · 

_-:-,2--::-:i:>-~:_-:· .. :· -. -: __ ,·_-.- - :; "O-' \_'~:.f' _·:- ----- -- - -. " .. --~_( 

J. If adds ~e Jntern~tional Symbol ofAcce~sJo the disabled veteran registration plate, allowing a person~ho 
has. been issued the registration plate to park in. '1 disability parking space withoutthe need to obtain a separate 
disability placard. · · 

'- < 

8. It. changes aviolation•ofthe Unili"d Carrier Registration System requirements from a Class E crc~eto a 

traffic infi'alotion. 
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9. It clarifies that theissuance ofrush titles and .certain. other documents are expedited rather than immediate. 

10. It clarifies that certificates of title and salvage are not issued for off-road vehicles. 

1 L It allows a vehicle dealer with multiple places of business to keep the original vehicle title at a central 

local.ion i.f a copy is available for the customds inspection. 

12. It clarifies that the Secretary of State may refuse to issue a title to a vehicle declared salvage in another 

state. 

13. Ifclarifies that the Secretary of State may carry forward a title legend issued by another state. 

14. It clarifies th.at a 1ienholder must submit a title application to the Secretary of State within 30 days. 

15. ltprovides thatproofoffinancialresponsibi!ity with respect to a nonresident.can be provided by insurers 

authorized to transact business in the state ofresidence of the insured. 

: - ; - ---- - - - -_-=- -

16. Itremoves. the req.uirement in cutTent law that a driver's license issued to a person convicted for OU! bear a 

coded notation of the conviction. 

a 7. It clarifies that the rninstatement fee fora suspension for failure to appear, answer or pay a fine for a traffic 

infraction be deposited eq uaUy between the Highway fund and the General .Fund. 

LD 1570 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the We Support Our Troops 

Registration Plates 

Sponsor!sl Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PILON OTP-AM H-606 

This bill clarifies where in the Depa1iment of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management proceeds from the 

sale of We Support Our Troops registration plates are to be deposited and specifies the authority of the We Support 
Our Troops Adviso1y Board with respect to the determination of the use of these proceeds. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-606) 

The committee amendment strikes and replaces the bill. The amendment directs that proceeds from the sale of We 
Suppmt Our Troops registration plates be deposited into the Maine Military Family Relief Fund in the Department 

of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management. The amendment specifies that the We Support Our Troops 
Advisory Board determines the use of the revenue deposited in the fund from the We Support Our Troops 
registration plates. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----- ---
Public Law 2009; chapter 481 provides that proceeds from the sale of We Support Our Troops registration 

plates be.deposited into the Maine Military Family ReliefFund in the Depa!'lment of Defense, Veterans and . 

Em.ergency Management;It specifies that the We Support Our Troops Advisory Board determines the use of 

the revenue \!epositedin the _fund from the We Support Our Troops registration plates. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, Authorizing the Transfer of State Land to the Natural 

Resource Education Center of Greenville 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JOHNSON ONTP 

This resolve authorizes the transfer of certain land in the Town of Greenville to the Natural Resource Education 

Center. 

ONTP 

LD 1606 Resolve, To Name a Bridge in North Berwick the North Berwick 

Veterans Memorial Bridge 

RESOLVE144 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

EVES 

NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to name the bridge over the Great Works River on State Route 

9 in the Town of North Berwick the North Berwick Veterans Memorial Bridge and erect appropriate signs that 
identify that bridge as the North Berwick Veterans Memorial Bridge. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 144 directs the Depa.Mlent of Transportation io ~ame the bridgeov~r the GreatWorks ;Rive~ 
.on State Route 9 in the Town °cf North Bef\Vick th~ No rt~ Berwick Veterans Memorial Bridge and erect appropriate 
signs !hatidentify thatbr)dge as)heNorth BerwickVeterans Memorial Bridge. . 

Res?IvO, 2009; chapter 144 was fmally pas~ed as an emergency measur; effective F~bruary 10, .201 Ct 

LD 1638 An Act To Impose Service Requirements on Railroads That Receive 

Funds from the Department of Transportation 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that a railroad company that receives funds from the State meet and demonstrate compliance with 

certain service requirements or pay a penalty. 
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LD 1639 An Act To Stimulate the Maine Economy and Promote the Development 

of Maine's Priority Transportation Infrastructure Needs 

Sponsor(s) 

MACDONALD 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-699 

S-441 DAMON 

The purpose of this bill is to stimulate the Maine economy by allowing the Department of Transportation to receive 

and solicit proposals and enter into agreements with private entities for the building, ownership, leasing or financing 

of certain transportation projects set forth in Public Law 2007, chapter 470. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-699) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The purpose of Part A of this amendment is to stimulate the Maine economy by 

allowing the Department of Transportation to receive and solicit proposals and, with legislative approval, enter into 

agreements with private entities for the building, ownership, leasing or financing of certain transportation facilities. 

Part B makes changes to the design-build procurement statutes for the Department of Transportation. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-441) 

This amendment clarifies that the means of securing performance of a contract must meet the requirements of the 

Public Works Contractors' Surety Bond Law of 1971. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 648 

Publi.c Law 2009, chapter 648 allows the Deparl!neritofTr~portation to .receive and solicit proposals-and, with- ----- --

legiS1atiy~· ~PJ?rovaC.· eii_t.ef~illto· -agree_ments -with "l:aiv1te_._erit_it_ies, for 'the 'buil(fing; ?vrr1er~hlp,. IriaSing ·'()f :-finaiic_fug of 
c~rt~in tI"anspmfationfacilities. TbeJaw applies toa proposal oragreell1ent fora private entity to form.a 

pp.blic-privatepartnership W~<'ll the.depmtment ~stimates that the initial capital cost of a project is $25;000,000 

pi ore or whenthepr()posal inCludes placing tolls on existing transportatiop.facilities that were not previously subject 

to tolls, .. It also Clarifies that the 111eans of se~uring performance of ll contract must meet the requirements of the 
Public Works Contractors' Surety Bond Lawofl971. .. 

It also makes changeifo the designcbuild procurement statutes for the I>ppmttnent of Transportation. 

LD 1640 An Act To Provide for the Safety of Maine Athletes 

Sponsor(s) 

CAREY 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

This bill applies rules of the road for bicyclists to roller skiers. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-603) 

Amendments Adopted 

H-603 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, clarifies that roller 

skis may be prohibited from divided highways. The amendment provides that a person who is in the business of 

renting roller skis shall post or make available to a person renting roller skis a written notice explaining the helmet 
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requirement in Maine law and shall provide an appropriate helmet to an operator of roller skis who has not attained 

16 years of age. Current law provides that a reasonable fee may be charged for the helmet rental. The amendment 

further provides that a person who is in the business of renting roller skis who complies with the helmet requirement 

in Maine law is not liable in a civil suit for damages for injuries sustained by a roller ski operator as a result of the 

operator1s failure to use a helmet. 

The amendment clarifies that, for a first violation of the helmet requirement for a person under 16 years of age who 

is an operator of roller skis on a public roadway or public bikeway, a law enforcement officer may provide safety 

information to the person. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blicLaw 2009,. chapter484 applies.ml~s of the road for bfoyplists to roller ;lders; Italso clarifies that roller.skis 

may be prohibited from dividedhlghways, It provides that a person whois in.the business of renting roller ski.s shall.• 

post or make .avay~ble to. a person renting roller skis a.written notice explaining the helmet requirement in Maine . 

law al)d shjtll provide an app1upriatehelmet to an op~ral?l' of!" Iler skis who has n.ot attainedJ6 years of age; .. Th: 
lawpr9vides that a reasonable feemay be charged for the helmet r~ntaL It further p'.o".ides that a .person who isin 

thebusi)less of renting miler sldswho complies ~ththe h.e!m"t requirement in .Maine. Jaw is notJfable in a civil suit 

for;damages for injuries sus.tained by a.roller ski operator as. a result of the operator's failure t~use a helmet 

It also cfarifiesthat, for a first violation of the hel.l11et requirement for a person under l6y~ars of age who .is an 
operatorofrolle~ skis. on apublicroadway or public bikeway, a law enforcement officer mayproVide safety 

infonnatio& to the pe1'son. 

LD 1641 An Act To Direct Funds from the Highway Fund to the Highway and 

Bridge Light Capital Program 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

BROWNE 

ROSENR 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill directs that 7.5% of gross Highway Fund revenues, for each biennium, must be allocated to the Department 

of Transportation Highway and Bridge Light Capi~al program for maintenance surface treatment. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-610) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, directs that 3.75o/o, instead of7.5o/o in the bill, of 

gross Highway Fund revenues for each biennium must be allocated to the Department of Transportation Highway 

and Bridge Light Capital program for maintenance surface treatment. The amendment repeals this provision June 

30, 2014. The amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause of the bill and changes the 

effective date to July I, 2011. 

LD 1642 An Act Relating to Road Noise 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

DAVISG 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-672 
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The bill clarifies the law regarding excessive noise as it relates to mufflers and exhaust systems of motor vehicles 
operated within posted areas designated by the Department of Transportation or the Maine Turnpike Authority. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-672) 

This committee amendment defines 11excessive or unusual noise" as it relates to exhaust systems that are improperly 
installed or maintained or modified in a way that increases the noise emitted by a motor vehicle. The amendment 

also directs the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police to convene a working group to study issues 
relating to highway traffic noise, including, but not limited to, unwarranted noise created when an exhaust system is 
not properly installed or maintained or is altered. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 639 define~ "excess.ive or unusual noise" as it relates to .exhaust systems tl1~tare 
inJ.properly installed or maintained orl:rlodified in a way that. increases the noise emitted by a motor vehicle: It 
a1so ctirects the Dep~ent of PublicSafety; Bure~u of State Police to convene a working group to study ls~t1es 
relating t9highway traffk noise; including, but no.t1imited to, unwarranted.nojse created when an exhauSt .... 

system is not.properly installed or maintained or is altered. 

LD 1655 An Act To Preserve the "We Support Our Troops" Registration Plate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE ONTP 

Under current law, the Secretary of State is required to retire specialty li~ense plates when the number of sets of the 
plate issued falls below 4,000. This bill enacts an exception for the 11We Support Our Troopsn registration plate and 

sets the minimum number for that specialty plate at 3,500. 

LD 1663 An Act Relating to the Maine Aeronautical Advisory Board 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE OTP-AM S-358 

This bill establishes in the Maine Revised Statutes a committee to aid the Department of Transportation in 
developing and maintaining general aviation and airports in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-358) 

This committee amendment strikes and replaces the bill. The amendment expands the existing Maine Aeronautical 
Advisory Board from 5 members to at least 7 members. The amendment strikes a provision requiring that one 

member of the advisory board not represent an interest' in aviation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 485 e:xpands the ~xlsthlgMaine Aeronautical Advis~ly Board rym. 5 members to. at least 
.7 members. It also. *ik;esa provigion requiring that one member of the advisory bo.ard nptrepresent an interest in 
iivi3.tion. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, To Name the New Bridge over Gilman Stream in New Portland 
the Joshua Bernard Memorial Bridge 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PINKHAM LTW 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to name the new bridge over Gilman Stream in New Portland 

on State Route 16 as the Joshua Bernard Memorial Bridge. 

LD 1670 Resolve, To Authorize the Placement of a Sign at Saddleback Mountain 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

TARDY ONTP 

This resolve gives the Saddleback Mountain ski resort authorization to erect a 5-foot-by-6-foot directional sign on 
the access road to the resort, at the corner of State Route 4 and Dallas HiJI Road in the Town of Rangeley, ifthe 

resort receives approval for the sign from the Town of Rangeley. 

LD 1675 An Act To Reduce Noise Caused by Motorcycles and Improve Public 
Health 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SULLIVAN OTP-AM S-415 

This bill, which is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposes to enact measures designed to itnprove public 

health by limiting the amount of noise that may be caused by motorcycles in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-415) 

This committee amendment requires that, effective January 1, 2012, an inspection sticker for a motorcycle be affixed 
to the rear of the motorcycle either on a mounting plate or on a rear fender or similar frame or body part of the 
motorcycle. The amendment also directs the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police to convene a 

working group to study the issue of motorcycle noise, including, but not limited to, industry sound testing standards, 
United States Environmental Protection Agency labeling guidelines for noise emissions, and motorcycle safety 

inspection requirements and to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
transportation matters by January 15, 2011. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~blic L~W 2009, ch~pter 624 requires.that, effective January 1, 2012; aninspectlou stibker for a lllotorcyclebe 
affix-ed to the rear oftbe motorcycle eitherona mounting plate or Oil a rear fender Of similar frame or body part of 

the motorcycle; It also directs the Department of Public Safe!)', Bureau of State Police to convene a W()rking group 
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to;tlldy the issue of motorcycl~-~ois~, including, b~t~ot limited t~, indu;tryso~ndte~ting s!a~dards, United States 
EnvirOnmentat Protection Agency_ labeling gµidelines for noise emissio_ns~ and motorcycle-, safety inspection 
requirements and to report to the joint standing committee of the.Legislall!re having jurisdiction over transpo*ti~Ii 
riatters by January 15, 2011. 

LD 1678 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Review the 

Fiscal Impact on the State of the Closure of the Railroad Track between 
Madawaska and Millinocket 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SHERMAN ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to review the fiscal impact upon the State of the proposed 
closure of railroad tracks between the Town of Madawaska and the Town of Millinocket and report its findings to 

the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

ONTP 

LD 1719 An Act To Encourage Tourism by Ensuring the Safety, Accessibility 
and Availability of Highway Rest Stops and Scenic Overlooks 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

THOMAS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

The bill prohibits loitering at rest areas maintained by the Department of Transportation and the Maine Turnpike 
Authority. The bill requires that rest areas on Interstate 95 located in Pittsfield and Sidney be reopened. The bill 
directs the Department of Transportation to open and maintain the scenic overlook in the Town of Medway on 
Interstate 95 northbound, which overlooks Mount Katahdin. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-627) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, strikes language 

directing the Department of Transportation to reopen and maintain the previously closed rest area on Interstate 95 
southbound in the Town of Sidney. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

LD 1728 An Act To Make Supplemental Allocations from the Highway Fund and 

Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and To Change 
Certain Provisions of State Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of 

State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2010 and June 

30, 2011 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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Part A makes allocations of funds for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. 

Part B provides funding for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Part C amends Public Law 2009, chapter 413, Part I, section 1 to recognize that a consolidated account will be 

established within each executive branch agency to account for technology-related expenditures. 

Part D transfers excess equity reserves for workers1 compensation for fiscal year 2009-10 to the unappropriated 

surplus of the Highway Fund by the close of fiscal year 2009-10. This Part also transfers amounts related to savings 
in the Highway Fund accounts arising from rate reductions for workers1 compensation in fiscal year 2010-11. 

Part E transfers excess equity reserves for retiree health insurance for fiscal years 2008-09 and 2009-10 to the 

unappropriated surplus of the Highway Fund by the close of fiscal year 2009-10. This Part also transfers amounts 
related to savings in the Highway Fund accounts arising from rate reductions for retiree health insurance in fiscal 
year 2010-11. 

Part F requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the amount of savings in the Statewide Service Center account 
in Part A that applies against each Highway Fund account for executive branch departments and agencies statewide 
from a decrease in charges by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Division of Financial and 

Personnel Services associated with savings from a reduction in retiree health insurance rates. The State Budget 
Officer shall transfer the amounts by financial order upon the approval of the Governor. These transfers are 
considered adjustments to allocations in fiscal year 2010-11. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-799) 

Part A makes allocations of funds for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. 

Patt B provides funding for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Part C amends Public Law 2009, chapter 413, Part I, section 1 to recognize that a consolidated account will be 
established within each executive branch agency to account for technology-related expenditures. 

Part D transfers excess equity reserves for workers1 compensation for fiscal year 2009-10 to the unappropriated 

surplus of the Highway Fund by the close of fiscal year 2009-10. The Part also transfers amounts related to savings 
in the Highway Fund accounts arising from rate reductions for workers' compensation in fiscal year 2010-11. 

Part E transfers excess equity reserves for retiree health insurance for fiscal years 2008-09 and 2009-10 to the 

unappropriated surplus of the Highway Fund by the close of fiscal year 2009-10. This Part also transfers amounts 
related to savings in the Highway Fund accounts arising from rate reductions for retiree health insurance in fiscal 
year 2010-11. 

Part F requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the amount of savings in the Statewide Service Center account 
that applies against each Highway Fund account for executive branch departments and agencies statewide from a 
decrease in charges by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Division of Financial and 

Personnel Services associated with savings frotn a reduction in retiree health insurance rates. The State Budget 
Officer shall transfer the amounts by financial order upon the approval of the Governor. These transfers are 

considered adjustments to allocations in fiscal year 2010-11. 

Part G restores longevity payments to employees whose compensation is funded by the Highway Fund in fiscal year 

2010-11. 

Part H provides that up to $1,000,000 in savings from the Department of Secretary of State, Administration - Motor 
Vehicles program All Other line category may be carried forward for the eventual acquisition of a document 
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management system to replace the department1s microfilm system. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pubii~ La~Z009, cliaptei (j(Ji)~~es ~llb~~tio~sof funds fb,:the tis~~] year;endingJ~e 30, 2010 ancl June Jo; 
20IL 

It provides funding for approved reclassifications and range c)langes. 

It amend~ Public Law 2009, chapter 413, Part I, secfon 1 to recognize that a consolidated .account will be 
established within each executive .branch agency .to account for technology-related expenditures. 

It transfers excess equity reserves for w~rkers' compensationfor fiscal year 2009: 1 o to the unappropriated surplus of 

theHighwayFtmd bythe close ofiiscal year 2009-10. It alsotransfers amounts related to savings in the Highway 
Fund accounts arising from rate reductions for .workers'. compensation in.fiscal year 2010-11. 

It transfefS excess equity res~rves for retiree health insurance.for fucal years 200~-09 and2009-10 to the 
unapprop~fatedsurplus of the Highway Fund by thecloseqffiscal year.2009-10. Jtalsotransfers amounts refatedto 
saY,ings in the Highway Fund accounts. arising .from rate reductions for retiree health insurance in fiscal year 

20Hl-ll. 
,-> 

Jtrequires t!teState Bridget offi~er to. calculatethe arniiunt. of savings I": the Statewide Ser".ice Center account that 
appliesagaffist each Highway Fund accoum for executive bninch departments and agencies statewide from a 

decrease in cforrges by the Department of Administrative .and Financial Services, Division of Financial and 
Pers9nnel .Services ~ssociated .with savings from a reduction in retiree health insurnnce rates .. · The State Budget 
Officers hall transfer the ~imnts by financial orderuponthe approval of the Gqvernor. These transfe!S are 
considereg adjustments.to alloc.ations in fiscalyear 2010-11. 

It fesfores .longevity payments to employees wh9s~· compensation is funded by the Highway Fund in fiscal year 

2010-11. .. 

Ifpf()videsull.tupfo $1,000,000in savi".gs from the Deparfinentqf Secretary ofState,Administration -Motor 

Vehicles program ~II Other Hne category.ruaybe carried forward for tl:ie.eventual acquisition qh.document 
management system to replace fue department's microfihn S)'Stelll. 

Public Law2009, chapter.600 was .enacted as an emergency measure effective Ap1il.2~ 2010 .. 
- -- --- " - ----- -- " - -

LD 1736 An Act To Improve Safety on Maine's Primary and Secondary Roads, 

Reduce Road Maintenance Costs and Improve the Environment and the 

Economy by Allowing Certain Heavy Commercial Vehicles on the 

Interstate Highway System in Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep011 . Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-366 

This bill authorizes 6-axle combination vehicles consisting of 3-axle truck tractors with tri-axle semitrailers of up to 
100,000 pounds gross vehicle weight to operate on the Maine Interstate Highway System, for as long as a federal 
law exempting the State from the 80,000-pound limit is in effect, if otherwise in compliance with all other 

requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A. It also specifies that other currently authorized exemptions 
and exceptions do not apply to those vehicles. The bill would apply retroactively to December 16, 2009, the 
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effective date of the federal legislation authorizing the exemption from the federal weight limit. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-366) 

This committee amendment clarifies that the 6-axle truck weight pilot project applies to all portions of the interstate 
system including the Maine Turnpike. The amendment ftuiher provides that currently authorized exemptions and 

exceptions apply to vehicles under this pilot project. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public iawioo9: chapte;469 authorizes 6~0xl~ col1iilin~tion vehlcl~s consWing of 3-0xie huci:tr.:i~tors witlllli-;ixle . 
semitrailers of up to! 00,000 pounds gro~s vehicle weight to operate on the Maine Interstate Highway Systel1i, for as 

long·l!S a federal la"' exempting .the State.from the 8Q;OOO·pound limit is in effec~ if otherwise .in compliance with 
aUpther requirerne~ts of the Maine,Revised Stall!tes, Title. 29cA, It ~lso provid:s thatcurrently authorized ... ···. 
exemptions .and exceptions apply to vehicles underthis pilot project. It also clarifies that the 6-axle truck weight 
pilot project applies to all portions of the.interstate. system including the Maine Turnpike. 

P?bJicLaw2009, chapt<>r 469 was enacted as anemergencymeasure effectiveFebrnary 12;2010; The la~ applies··· 
retroactively .to December 16, 2009, the effective date of the federal legislation authorizing.the exemption from the 
federal weight .limit. 

LD 1746 An Act To Make Allocations from Maine Tnrnpike Authority Funds for 

the Maine Turnpike Authority for the Calendar Year Ending December 

31, 2011 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM S-371 

This bill makes allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Turnpike Authority for the payment of the authority1s 

operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2011 in accordance with the requirements of the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-371) 

This committee amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pi:ivat~ and Speciajiaw 2009, ~hapter 34mitl<!'S allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Turnpike.Authority 
for the. payment of the authority's operating ~xpens~s for the calendar year .endi.ngDec~m her 31, 2011 in acco.rdance 
with the .. requirements of the ;Malne Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subse.ction 6. 

P&S34 

LD 1754 Resolve, Naming the Bridge over Pattagumpus Stream the Nicaton 

Bridge 

RESOLVE160 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 
SMITHD 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 
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This resolve directs the Depa1tment of Transportation to name the new bridge over the Pattagumpus Strea1n in the 

Town of Medway the Nicatou Bridge. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 160 directs the Department of Transportation to name the new bridge oyer the Pattagump11s 
Stream in the TOW!l ofMedway.theNicatouBridge. 

Resolve 2009, c)rnpter 160 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 16,20 l 0. 

LD 1763 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Place Signs at 

the Interstate Exits in Pittsfield Directing Motorists to Maine Central 

Institute 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-694 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to place directional signs on Interstate 95 at the northbound 

and southbound exits of the highway at Pittsfield to direct motorists to Maine Central Institute in Pittsfield. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-694) 

This amendment adds a preamble to the resolve and provides that Maine Central Institute will assume all costs 

associated with the directional signs. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Re~olv~20090 ch.apterl72dire;,ts the Department· of TranspoJ"lation to pla;,edirectional ·signson .Interstate 95 
at the northbo~ndand s~uthbound e1<its of the highway at Pittsfield to .direct .111otorists to Maine. Centtal 
Institute jnPittsfield .. lt•also provides th.at Maine Central Institute will assume all costs associated.Withihe 

directiona!signs: 

LD 1772 An Act To Allow the Secretary of State to Issue a State Commercial 

Driver's License to the Holder of a Military Commercial Driver's 

License 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

COURTNEY ONTP 

This bill authorizes the Secretary of State to issue a commercial driver's license without an examination to an 

applicant who holds a valid commercial driver's license issued by the United States Armed Forces. It requires the 

Secretary of State to adopt rules governing the issuance of a commercial driver's license to an applicant who holds a 

valid co1nmercial driver1s license issued by the United States Anned Forces. 
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LD 1561 
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Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

LD 543 An Act Concerning the Allocation of Power Generated by GNE, LLC 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-803 

This bill, which was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature, requires electricity 

generated by GNE, LLC hydropower facilities to be first allocated to the paper production facilities located in 

Millinocket and East Millinocket. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-803) 

This amendment replaces the bill. This amendment provides that electricity generated by the hydropower facilities 

identified in Private and Special Law 2001, chapter 45 that is not under contract to be sold to the paper production 
facilities in Millinocket and East Millinocket or to any other entity may be offered for sale by the owner of the 
hydropower facilities to any municipally owned electricity provider serving the Katahdin region. The parties to such 

an offer are required to negotiate in good faith to reach mutually agreeable terms of sale. The owner of the 
hydropower facilities may offer to a municipally owned electricity provider serving the J(atahdin region a right of 
first refusal with respect to the purchase of electricity generated by the hydropower facilities. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private Md Special Law2009, c~apter 40p~ovides that-;,lectricitygenerated by the hydropowel· facilities identified 
in Private and Specia!Law 2001, chap~er 45 thatis not under contract to .be sold toth.e paper production facilities in 

Millinocket and East Millinocket or to iµJ.Y oth"r entity may b.7 offered for saleby the o~er of the hydropower 
facilities to any inunicipally owned .electricio/ provider serving theKatahdin region. The parties to such. an offer are 

requiredto negotiatein good faith to reach:mu!UiJ]ly 3greeal:>)e term~ ofsale .. The owner ofth.,hydrop?we~faciliti~~ 
may offer to .a municipally oWned electricity provider s.,1ving tlle I(atahdinregion a right of first r,fusal with respect 
to the. purchase of electricity generated by the hydropoweifacilities. · . _, - ---------- - _, - - - - ·------ --- -· -- - _- ,__ - ---- - -" 

P&S40 

LD 1222 Resolve, To Promote Geothermal Energy RESOLVE 161 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND OTP-AM S-369 

This bill, which was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature, is a concept draft pursuant 

to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to create a tax incentive program for geothermal energy, similar to the federal 
Energy Improvement and Extension Act of2008 and the state solar and wind energy rebate program, to address the 

needs of residents who Jive in areas where solar or wind power are not viable options. Under the proposed incentive 
program, homeowners who install geothermal heating and cooling systems would be eligible for a one-time tax 
credit of a percentage of the total investment for residential ground loop or ground water geothermal heat pump 
installations, with a maximum credit for a single residence. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-369) 

This amendment replaces the bilI, which was a concept draft, with a resolve. The amendment directs the Executive 

329 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

Department, Governor1s Office of Energy Independence and Security to examine policy options and develop 

recommendations to promote and provide incentives for the installation of residential geothermal heating and 

cooling systems, particularly in multifamily residences. It requires the Governor1s Office of Energy Independence 

and Security, by January 15, 2011, to submit a report of its findings and recommendations, including draft 

legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters 

and authorizes the committee to submit a bill relating to the report to the First Regular Session of the !25th 

Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Rescilve 2009, chapteh61 directs the Ex~cutive Departm~nt, Governor's ofti,~eofEnergy Independence and 

Securi1y to examine policy options and develop recommen~ations to promote and provide incentives for the 

in.stallation ofresidential geothermal heating and cooling systems, pruticularly in multifalllily residences. It.reqtirre~ 
the Govemor's Office of Energy Independence and Securi1y, by January 15, 20: I, to .submit a report of its findings 

and reco.mmendations, includipg llfal't legislation, to the joint standing com.mitte~ of the Legislaturehaving 

jurisdiction over utilit_ies and_ energy matters and authoriZes the committee _to submit a bill relating to the rep01t to 

the FirstReglllar Sessfon of the ! 25th Legislature. 

LD 1350 An Act To Establish the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill, which was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature, imposes a state excise tax 

per megawatt hour of electricity transmitted over certain high-voltage electric transmission property. The bill also 

creates the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust and the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund. The revenue 

from the imposition of the state excise tax on certain high-voltage electric transmission property is deposited in the 

trust fund, which is managed by the trust. The trnstees of the trust are required to distribute 20% of the trust fund, 

up to $I 0,000,000, annually to municipalities that have submitted winning bids to the trust for projects to install 

underground utility infrastructure. The remainder of the trust fund must be paid to electricity customers in 

proportion to each customer's purchases of electricity transmitted over the State1s transmission and distribution 

utilities transmission lines. 

LD 1430 An Act To Ensure Electric Capacity To Serve Maine Consumers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN ONTP 

This bill, which was carried over from the First Regular Session of the !24th Legislature, amends the laws governing 

electric utilities to define "capacity resource" to include distributed generation resource. It specifies that 

determinations relating to capability responsibility, which is defined in the bill as the amount of electric generation 

capacity required to meet the needs of electricity users within the State, must be made by the State. It establishes a 

goal of supporting the integrated use of demand response programs and distributed generation resources in order to 

fulfill the State's capability responsibility. Finally, it amends the law to require, rather than permit, the Public 

Utilities Commission to enter into contracts for interruptible, demand response or energy efficiency capacity 
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LD 1504 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Provide Predictable Benefits to Maine Communities That 
Host Wind Energy Developments 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

MILLSP OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-829 FITTS 

S-501 

This bill requires that proposals for expedited wind energy development projects must demonstrate to the siting 
authority that the proposed generating facility will provide a tangible benefit to Maine ratepayers in the fo1m of a 
reduction in long-term electric rates. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-501) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Part A of the amendment does the following. 

1. It requires an applicant for an expedited wind energy development to establish a community benefits package in 

an amount of no less than $4,000 per year per wind turbine. The package is an aggregate collection of tangible 
benefits resulting from an expedited wind energy development from: payments to the host community or 
communities; payments that reduce energy costs in the host community or communities; and donations for land or 
natural resource conservation. 

2. It also requires an applicant for an expedited wind energy developments to provide, as part of any permit 
application, detailed documentation of tangible benefits to be provided. 

3. It provides certain exceptions from the community benefits package requirement. Specifically, the requirement is 
waived for any development that has an installed capacity of less than 20 megawatts or is owned by a nonprofit, 
public or quasi-public entity, and the requirement does not apply to those turbines included in the development that 

are located in a host community in which the legislative body has voted to waive or reduce the requirement or 
located on Passamaquoddy Indian territory or Penobscot lndian territory at the option of the respective tribe or 
nation. It also allows the Aroostook Band ofMicmacs to be treated as a host community with respect to expedited 
wind energy developments on Band Trust Land, as defined in the federal Aroostook Band ofMicmacs Settlement 

Act, Public Law 102-171, 105 Stat. 1143 (1991), ifthe band obtains through appropriate legislation municipal 
authority that is substantially equivalent to the authority possessed by the Penobscot Nation and the Passamaquoddy 
Tribe under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30, section 6206 within their respective Indian territories. 

4. lt specifies that community benefit agreement payments to counties acting as host communities may be used for 
projects and programs of public benefit located anywhere within that county. 

5. It requires the Department of Economic and Community Development and the Executive Department, State 
Planning Office, to the extent practicable within existing resources, to provide assistance to host communities, upon 

a community1s request, in connection with benefits from expedited wind energy developments. 

6. It requires the Executive Department, Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security, in its annual 

assessment and report on wind energy, to include a summary of tangible benefits provided, including community 
benefits packages and community benefit agreement payments and to review the community benefits package 

requirement and actual amounts of negotiated community benefits packages relative to the required minimum. 

Part B of the amendment amends the law governing appeals of final actions of the Commissioner of Environmental 
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Protection, the Board of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission regarding an 

application for an expedited wind energy development. The amendment requires that any appeal of final action in 

these instances be taken to the Supreme Judicial Court and specifies that the Law Court has exclusive jurisdiction 

over requests for judicial review of final agency action regarding expedited wind energy developments. Part B also 

requires that any judicial appeal of a 1nunicipal decision regarding permitting of an expedited wind energy 

develop1nent be heard and determined by the Superior Court as expeditiously as possible. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-829) 

This amendment addresses the costs of and fees for certain applications before the Maine Land Use Regulation 

Commission and the Department of Environmental Protection. It requires that the director of the Maine Land Use 

Regulation Commission shall keep billing statements from other state agencies for the actual cost of the application 

review for a project designated as an extraordinary project. For an application to the Department of Environmental 

Protection that has been designated by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection as subject to special fees, the 

amendment requires: 

I. Staff of the Department of Environmental Protection, as well as staff of the Department oflnland Fisheries and 

Wildlife, the Department of Conservation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources and the 

Department of Marine Resources to submit quarterly reports to the Commissioner of Environmental Protection 

detailing the time spent on that application; 

2. That the processing fee for such an application be equal to the actual cost to the Depart1nent of Environmental 

Protection, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the Department of Conservation, the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources and the Department of Marine Resources; 

3. That the processing fee be distributed to each department that incurs a cost to be deposited in the account in 

which the expenses were incurred in that department to reimburse the actual cost to that department; and 

4. That any appeal of an application fee must be made to the agency of jurisdiction of the application. 

Enacted Law Summary 

J'Ublic t"\¥2oo9;~i;;pter 642 establishes a co111lllunity benefits package requlreme;,t f~r\:xpedited wind eriergy 
developll1ents as follows. . . . .· • 

L Itrequlresanapplicant for an ~xp~ditedrin~ energy development to estab.lish acommunity ben~fits packageiJ! 

an amol)Jltofno less than$4,000 peryearper'\>l'indturbi11e; '!be package is an aggrei:ate collection of tangible 

benefits resl)]ting jf~m an e,xpedited ·\Vind energy developn;ien! from: payments. to the host community or . · 
communities;,payfilents:that_reduCe-en,el'gy,-c,9,sts in the,J:iost-communi,ty or cdmmullities; and- donati9ns for:land',Or::, 
llatural.re·sOiirce -conservation'. - - · 

:',"' --:,'~-; :' ::,:;,, ,'> ,', :><- - ,, ,• . 

2. It ~!so requires an "pplicant for an ex~~clite'dwind energy de~elopn;ients to. Pr()vide, as part of any permit 

application, detaHed docunien.tation oftimgible benefits.to be provided. . 

3 ..• •Itprovides6e~ain exceptionsftomth: co~munity benefits package'requk~n;ient.. Spedfically, the requirell1entis 

waived for any ~eyelopmentthatbilS an iJlStalled c!lf'aci(Y,' ofless than ~O mega;watts or iS p\\'ned by a 11onprofit, ....... · 

public or qu~si-pubHc entio/, and the r~quirement does not applyto those turbinesinclud~d in the de~elopment that 

are loc"ted in. a hostcommtµlity inwhic~ the legislative body has votedto \\'aive orreduce tile requlren;ent or 

located on P~ssamaqu9ddy Indian territo1y or Penobscot Indian territory at th" option of the respegtiv0 tribe or . •·.· 
nation. It also.al\ows the Aro~stoOckil filld ofMicm~cs to be treated as a host cmnmunity withr0sp~ct to expedi!0d · 

wind. energy de,ve,Iopments on Band Trust Land, as defined. in thefederal.AroostookBand ofMic111ac.sSettlement 

Act, Public Lawl02-171, 105 Stat. 1143.(1991), if the hand obtain.s thr011gh appropriate legislation municipal 

authmity that is s~bstantially equivalent .to the aythority possessed by thePenobscot Nation and the. P"'tsamaquoddy 

Tribe under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30, section ()20.6 within their respective .Indian territories. 
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4. It specifies that community benefit agreement payments to counties acting as host communities may be used for 
projects and programs ofpublic benefitlocated anywhere within that county. 

5. It requires the Department of Economic and Community Development.and the Executive Department, State 
Pla,~g OffiCe, tO-tbe_- extent practicab1e Within eXisting resoµrces~-to prpvide aSsist~ce to host communities, upon 
a cotpD:iunity1s __ :f~_qUest~ ill connection with.benefits from expedited Wind energy deve1opments. 

6.-'1treqtjires the.EX.ecutive_Departnient, Governoi·'s Office ofEnergy,Illdependence and ·security, in its anriual 
ass:,sstn_~nt and Teport bii-wind energy, to- include_ a sutnmary of tangible benefits·provid~d, including community 
benefits packages and wmmunity benefit agreement payments and to review the community benefits package 
i~q11ifement and actu3.I amo1:1nts- qf negotiated· cornffiuriity benefits packages re1i:itive to the required minimui:n. 

Tue_ 1aw:_3--ls_o:inClride_~ SeVeral_ pro~isi()DS regardin,g_ appealS'. of final __ acti?~s of the-CommisSioner ofEnviron1nental 
Protection, the Board of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Re~ation Commission with respect to 
applicatign~Jo1· expedited wind energy developments. Specifically, itrequires that any appeal offinal action in these 
in~tances be taken to theSupremeJudicial Court and specifies that the Law Court has exclusive jurisdiction over 
requests for judiciaLreview offinal agency action regarding expedited wind energy developments. It also requires 
)h~t anyjudicial appeal ofa Il)unicipal decision regarding permitting of an expedited wind energy development be 
,heard and determined by the Superior Court as expeditiouslyas possible. 

Th~\~w also~ddressesthe costs ofand foes for certain applications before the MaineLand Use Regulation·. 
f'<llll1l)ission and the Department ofEnviromnental Protegtion.It requires that, the director of the MaineLand Use 
Regulati01yCom111ission shall keep billing stateme,nts from other state agencies for the actual cost of the application 
review fora project designated as an extraordinary project. For an application to the Department offa1vironmental 
Protection that has been designated by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection as subject to special fees, the 
la~,-fequires: 

1. Sfaff oftheDepartment of Environmental Protection, as well as staff of theDepartment of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife, thepepartment of Conservation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural,Res,ources and the 
pep~rtme~f~fM_~ritic;::_-R~Squrc~~to sukrrii{quartedy reports t0° thf: Commissioner ofEnvirollmental Protection 
detailingthe time spent on that application; , · , · 

. . 

2.;;'fhat the processing fee for suchan application be, equal to the actual costto the Department ofEnviromnental · 
Protectioll, theDepartm~nt oflnland Fisheries and Wildlife, the Department of Conservation, the Deprutment of 
Agriculture, Food and R)lral Resonrces and the Department of Marine Resources; 

3: Thatthepr.;cessing re6 be distributed to each department that incurs a cost to be deposited in the account in· 
Which: th~ __ e~en_ses Wt!re incun·ed in that departn1ent to reimb_ur~~ the actual cost to that department; and 

~· ' ' . 

4., Tlla(anyapl'eal of an applicaticm fee must be made to,the agency of jurisdiction of the application. 

LD 1515 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Caribou Utilities District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

EDGECOMB OTP-AM H-614 

P&S29 
EMERGENCY 

This bill amends the charter of the Caribou Utilities District by allowing the district to disconnect the water service 
of a consumer for nonpayment of sewer services and also allows. the district to enter into contracts for the disposal of 
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sewage with organizations inside and outside the boundaries of the district. 

Committee Amendment "A" (HM614) 

This amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill to ensure the Caribou Utilities 

District has necessary authority immediately to contract with persons inside and outside the district to provide for 

disposal of sewage and commercial and industrial wastewater. 

Enacted Law Summary 

·!>a:,)~(~ ~c{sp~~i;,i Law.zoo<), chapter29~end; th~ .~barter ;;[th~Carlb~;; ijtj!iti~sDistrict bJano;iJ)g the 

distfiCtto -di~connect, the -water -s,ervice 'of a c_onsumer _f~r,- nOnpay111e~t_-of s_ewer-s_e~vi_ces -arid alSo _allo\Vs the 
district to entednto. contracts for the disposal of sewage with organizations inside and outsid.e the .boundaries of · 
the district. 

See lllso LDJ 6.45 relating to the disconnection of water service of a .consumer forno;;payment of sewer 
ServiC'es; 

Private alld Special Law .2009, 9hapter;!9 v;as. enacted as an enmrgency measure effecti~e March 1,2010 ... 

LD 1516 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Dexter Utility District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THOMAS OTP 

This bi1l amends the charter of the Dexter Utility District by allowing the district to disconnect a customer's water 

service if that custo.mer fails to pay for sewer service. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 200.9, chapt;;~ 35 amends. the charter of the Dexterc.Utility District by allo~gthe districfto 
pisconriect .a. ¢iistonl~r·s water s.~rvlce if that Cpstoinei fails to pay for· sewer ~ervice; 

:see alSo ·LD--t6_45 _:rel~t~g ·to-th:e: ~i~~g~Ilecti~~- o_f_~ater, ·s~~-~~-of a··co~~ef _fOr 110_!1-l?~Yment ·oK_s_~~~r--Se!ViCes: 

LD 1525 An Act To Create the Buckfield Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HAYES OTP-AM H-649 

This bill amends the charter of the Buckfield Village Corporation by amending the corporation's territory, changing 
how the corporation is managed from a board of assessors to trustees and giving the corporation the authority to 

operate as a water district. The bill also repeals charters that give the corporation conflicting powers and duties. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-649) 

This arnend1nent replaces the bill. This arnend1nent creates the Buckfield Water District, subject to local referendum 
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approval. It also requires the Buckfield Village Corporation to transfer all of its assets and liabilities to the district, 

if the corporation and the district are able to arrange for the existing debt of the corporation to be assumed by the 
district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and SpecialLa\V 2009, chap.terJ6creates the Buckfield Water District:subjectt? local.referendum approv~. 
It also requires the ]3uckfield ViUage C0rporation to transfer all of .its assets and liabilities to the district, if the . ·•. 
corporation and the .district ar~ able to ammge for the existing debt of the corp9ration to be assumed by the district. 

LD 1535 An Act To Create a Smart Grid Policy in the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

HINCK OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-695 

PUBLIC 539 
EMERGENCY 

This bill establishes a state policy on smart grid infrastructure including employment of a smart grid to improve 
power reliability as well as the overall efficiency of the power resource and delivery system while reducing energy 

consumption, greenhouse gas emissions and costs to consumers, in part by offering consumers greater choice and 
information about their electricity consumption.· The state policy ensures that deployment of a smart grid is done in 
a manner that is consistent with applicable safety, security and reliability standards. 

The bill specifies a hierarchy of energy resources to be assessed in the implementation of smart grid policy in the 
State and it requires the Public Utilities Com1nission, in proceedings involving the review of a transmission and 
distribution utility1s system investments or upgrades, to ensure that the utility has considered the deployment of 
technologies that support smart grid functions in accordance with this hierarchy of energy resources. The bill allows 

transmission and distribution utilities to recover reasonable costs associated with creating a smart grid. 

The bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to examine the need for and feasibility of creating or designating a 
special entity in each transmission and distribution utility service territory to facilitate a rapid increase in the 

availability and use of smart grid functions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-695) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It clarifies the definition of "smart grid,11 adds a definition of 11smart grid coordinator" and amends the definition 

of 11public utility" to include a smart grid coordinator. 

2. It amends the bill regarding the State's smart grid policy to focus on the smart grid as a means of improving 

reliability and efficiency and reducing ratepayer costs. 

3. It authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules regarding the implementation of smart grid functions 

in the State and specifies those rules as routine technical rules. 

4. It removes the provision of the bill that specifies a hierarchy of energy resources to be assessed in the 
implementation of smart grid policy in the State. It also removes the provision in the bill that requires the 
commission, in proceedings involving the review of a transmission and distribution utility's system investments or 

upgrades, to ensure that the utility has considered the deployment of technologies that support smart grid functions 
in accordance with the above-mentioned hierarchy of energy resources. 
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5. It removes the provision of the bill that requires the commission to exa1nine the need for and feasibility of 
creating or designating a smart grid company in each transmission and distribution utility service territory. Instead, 
the amendment includes a provision that requires the commission, upon petition, to open an adjudicatory proceeding 
to determine whether it is in the public interest of the State to authotize a smart grid coordinator to manage access to 
smart grid functions and associated infrastructure, technology and applications within a service territory of a utility. 
Upon a finding that it is in the public interest, the amendment authorizes the commission to adopt, by rule or as part 
of the adjudicatory proceeding, standards-regarding smart grid coordinators. Pursuant to such standards, the 
commission is permitted to authorize no more than one smart grid coordinator within each transmission and 
distribution utility service territory. 

6. It adds a provision to require a transmission and distribution utility to file and have approved by the commission a 
transition plan for displaced employees when an investment in smart grid infrastructure by a transmission and 
distribution utility will lead to the displacement of 20 or more employees within a 3-year period. 

7. It adds a provision requiring transmission and distribution utilities to provide customer education regarding smart 
grid functions and how they can benefit customers. 

8. It adds a provision to clarify that this law does not limit any other authority of the commission with respect to 
smart grid hnplernentation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

-·-- --------------

Public 'J_,aw2009, chal'ter 5~9.esta~lishes a statepolicy on smarfgrid infrastructure inclu~gthFpro111otion of 
developme11~ implementation, availability and use of smart grid functions to iinprove the overall reliability and 

effjcie_n_~)'_ o.f the }~fectric sys.tern~ ·J;e4~ce iatep~ieis;·:-Co:sts~ _rOOuce-:an,ct-be_tter :tllallage_-~nergy ~~Ils:~mpri~n and __ !_ed~ce 
gree!'11~~se gas emissions. The st;ite policy ensures thatdeployinent of a smart. grid functions is done in a manner 
tliat iS consistentwith applical:ile reliability, safety, security and privacy standards; 

Th.is law also does the foll()wing: 
'-;_::·. --.-.----: - ', ---- ----

L It a,u;horizes.the Public Utfuties Commission to adopt rules regarding the implelll~ntation ()f smart grid ~~;i~~s 
in th.e State and specifies those rules as routine. technical rules. . 

_,_>·<·'· - -_:.:_. .--'-:- - -- - ----------- - _,- -- --------

2. It r"<j~ires the P~blic Uiili~es Commissio~ up?n petition, to open ah adjudicatory,rr<l~eed~gto det.e1"1ine .....• 
whether it is in the public. interest ~fthe Statet(). authorizea smart grid coordinator tomall~ge acce;s to smart grid ··· 
functions and ~sociated infrastru~ture, techll.()logy and appli~ations within a servicetel'J'it~f,l' of a utility; UpoJ) a 
find~g that itis.inthe. publici11tere~t, the comm.ission is al)t~oriz~d to adopt, !Jy rule or as paitoftheadjudicatory 
p1'()Ceeding~ standards regaI'dllg s~art grid coo~dinators. Pursllant to such standards, the commissiollis pennitted ((} 
au\horize no more th.an one smart grid coordinator within each tl'ansmissiol) ancl distribution utm&. se,viceterritory: 

3 .. ltreqi&es :~missi~~atld distribution J)~litytofile ancl have approyed ~f ihe COJJll1lission a trlillsitiori plaJ1for 
displaced empl()yees when an investment in smart gridinfrastr11ctm·e by a transmission and distribution utility will' .. 
lead to. the displacement of40 or more .employees.within a 3cyear. period, 
•', -_ _,'; >>C'.; , · .. ·-: - _; ; ::-_;, •/: '•; 

4, It pennits tra:smission allddi~trlbJ1tionuti]ities to recover.prudentlyincufred.increment~l cosisasiociated.with 
implementing smart grid filnctions and associat.ed infra.structure, tech1l.ology or applications .. 

::·.·.· - --- - - - ' - ,' -. 

5 .. It req:ires translllission kd distributi.on ufilit.ies to provide customer education reganling smart grid functions 
and how they can lieriefit customers; · 

public.Law~OO~,c~ajlt::539.wasenact.,dasanemergency.measure, effecfr;e ¥an;h23,2010. 
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LD 1556 Resolve, To Review Certification Requirements for Installation of Solar 

Photovoltaic Systems 

RESOLVE152 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NELSON OTP-AM H-609 

This resolve directs the Public Utilities Commission, energy programs division to review the qualifications required 

for a rebate for installation of solar energy systems under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3211-C, 

subsection 2 and report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy with recommendations on whether 

those requirements are appropriate for ensuring proper installation of solar energy systems. The report is due within 

30 days of the effective date of this resolve, and the committee is authorized to introduce a bill on this matter to the 

Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-609) 

This amendment limits the scope of the review by the Public Utilities Commission of installation requirements for 

solar rebates to a review of the installation requirements for solar photovoltaic systems. The amendment also 

requires the Public Utilities Commission, in conducting the review, to give particular attention to the require1nent of 

certification by a North American board of certified energy practitioners and to consider a requirement that is based, 

instead, on an entry-level exam for solar photovoltaic installations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2°'09, chapter 152dh"eCts th~Public Utll1\ies Commission, energy programs division to review the .• · ..... · 
installation qualifications required ~or a rebate for installation of so!ar photov{)ltaic systems ?nderthe so far aJ1d wh1~ ... 
ener,gy-~bate-p_f?graJll_ and t9 ~evaluat_~ wheth_erthos_~ -~quirenient_s:_are -~-~et;sary:'(llld-_apprqi:>iia~e;for ensuriri_g ___ safe -
a!ld pr{) per instaU~tion of.such syst~ms.. ~h~resoJye requires tlle.PublicUtilities Commission, in. corductinKthe 
review,t(J give p~icularatt~ntio!\ to the requirement that ail installer is certified. by a N9rth ,4merican bo'Jl·d of ••... •.··· 
pertifie4-:~_n_~rIDi.Pt~cti_ti?ners,an<l-:?nsi~e,~-~:!equ_ire~ent that _is: based, --inst_~ad,_ on-an: ~ntty~l6,\f_el:_e~am for-~o_lar_':---;::_\_:_._;-:;_-;;-:_--".-::_: 
p~otovol(aic installatio~s. ·.The r~solverequJres, th~t the commission .report its findings and recommendations with.in ·.· ·· . 
30daysoftheeffectiye date oftheresoly~to the !oint StandingCoilllllitteeonUtilitiesand J;;nergy aJ1d ~uthorizes . 
the C{)mmitieeto introdllce a. billto implementthe recommendations to the Second Regular Session of the 124th 
Legislature. ·· . · . 

. . 

Resoh<e. 2009, .ch~~\~I" 1S2 was finally pass~~as an e~ergericy measure e~ctive }.1arch 1, 20 l~: 

LD 1557 An Act To Raise the Indebtedness Limit ofthe Eagle Lake Water and 

Sewer District 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill raises the indebtedness limit of the Eagle Lake Water and Sewer District from $2,500,000 to $3,500,000. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private all..! Special La~2Q09,d1apter Z8 rai~es !he indebte.dness limit of the Eagle Lake Watef and Se\VerDistJ·ic{ 
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- --- -- - - ----

from $2,500,000 to $3,500,000. 

LD 1571 An Act To Ensure That Maine's Energy Corridor Policy Does Not 

Harm Maine's Renewable Power Development 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill amends the laws that establish the Commission to Study Energy Infrastructure, which is charged with 
developing a plan for agreements for leasing or otherwise allowing the use of state-owned lands or assets for the 
installation of lines, cables, pipelines or other structures for the transmission of energy resources, communication 

transmission systems or related facilities. The bill requires the commission to make specific findings regarding the 
potential for the development of renewable and other energy projects in this State before final adoption of an energy 
corridor plan and requires the commission, in the develop1nent of the plan, to consider and give preference to energy 
project development in this State. The bill directs the commission to make findings of fact based on economic 

models developed by the Executive Department, State Planning Office to assess e1nployment, taxation and other 
economic effects of power production in this State and the development of different types of corridors in this State 

and to assess and quantify the effect of the various options on consumers in this State in the short term and the long 
term. This bill also extends the commission's report deadline to May 1, 2010. 

ONTP 

LD 1578 Resolve, To Direct the Public Utilities Commission and the Public 

Advocate To Account for Certain Resource Expenditures 

RESOLVE 190 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-697 

Under current law, the Public Utilities Commission and the Office of Public Advocate assess utilities to fund the 

legislatively approved budgets for these agencies. This bill directs that the assessment be applied to communications 
service providers, which will broaden the pool of entities sharing the cost. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-697) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve that directs the Public Utilities Commission and the Public 
Advocate, beginning no later than July 1, 2010, to separately account for and track resources devoted to matters 

related to providers of co1nmunications services that are not subject to assessments pursuant to the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 35-A, section 116. The Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate are required to report 
the accounting to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters 
by January 15, 2012 together with any recommendations regarding the practicality of subjecting any 

communications service providers to assessments pursuant to Title 35-A, section 116. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2009, chapter 190 directs the PubUc Utilities Cmnmisslon filJ.d. th~ Public Advocate, beginlling ~o later tllW; . 
July 1,2010, to separately account for and trackl·esource5devote<Jto matter~ related to.pr()viders qf communications•• 

services !.hat are not subjecttoa~sessments Pllfll~ant.to the Maine Revis_ed. Statutes,. Title 35-A, secti~n 116. The 
Public Utilities Commission and ~e Public Advo~ate.are required to report the accounting to the joint standing 
committee .of the Legislature havmgjurisdiction over ~tilities and energy matters by January 15, 2012 togetherwith 

any !-ecol1l111enda~~~1s 1~~gardiJ:ti !~P- pr~ctip~ity: ofS~I!_~j~ting-_ally_ ~~uniCcitionS s~rVi~~ pr_oVi~ers __ -~~-~sesSnie#t~ 
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pursuant to Title 35-A, section 116. 

LD 1581 Resolve, Regarding Commercial Electricity Customers Whose Bills 

Increased after a Decrease in Electricity Use 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 
HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-700 

H-739 FITTS 

RESOLVE 179 

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to ensure that there is no increase in an electricity customer1s bill 
as a result of that customer1s reduction in demand or consumption of electricity attributable to the implementation of 
energy conservation or energy efficiency measures. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (H-700) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment addresses those commercial electricify customers 
that experienced higher electricity bills after a decrease in electricity use and that have been found to be eligible for 
the best rate option in the Public Utilities Commission1s investigation into rate class changes applicable to 
transmission and distribution general service customers due to energy efficiency or demand reduction, Public 

Utilities Commission Docket# 2009-397. The amendtnent requires that those particular commercial customers 
receive credits for the difference between what the customers were actually charged for delivery service during the 
12-month period preceding the commission's final order in Public Utilities Commission Docket# 2009-397 and what 
the customers would have been charged under the best rate option during that period. 

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A11 (H~739) 

This amendment ensures that the cost of customer credits required by this resolve are recoverable by the utility. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Res~lve 2009, £hapterI79 addr,;;esthose com!ne~·~lalelectricity custolllers fu.t(e,;perl~;;~ed higberelwtrl~ify'biils .. 

after a decre.ase in electricity use and that have bee11 fom1d to be eligible fo~ the best rateoptiol! in the Publi~ 

Utilitie.~ (::0mmissi011's investigation into rate cla~s chil!lg~s ~pplicabl~ to transll1issfon and d.istrjbution general 
service custolll~rs due to energy efficiency or demand reduct.ion,Publicl,ftilities Commission Dock:et #2009-397. 
The resolve .requires that thoseparticular commer~ial customers receive credits for the difference between what the . 

c~stolllerswere actually charged for delivery ~ervici; during thel2-nmnth period preceding the commission's final·. 
order i.n Public Utilities (;onm,iissionDock~t# 2009~397 illldwhattlle cusiomers woµld.have been chirrged umler.the 
best rate op ti oil during that peri0d. TI1e cci~t of customer credits required by this resolve al" recoverable by the 
µtility. 

LD 1589 An Act To Authorize Sanitary Districts, Water Utilities and Sewer 

Districts To Waive an Automatic Lien Foreclosure 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
NASSR 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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H-600 

H-630 HINCK 

PUBLIC490 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

This bill authorizes sanita1y distticts to waive automatic foreclosure of a sanitary district lien mortgage. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-600) 

This amendment makes it clear that a notice of waiver of automatic foreclosure must be dated. 

House Amendment "A" (H-630) 

This amendment authorizes sewer districts and water utilities to waive automatic foreclosure of lien mortgages. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ch~pter 490 authorizes sanitary and se;e~ distrl~tsaswell as water~tilitiesto w,;ive~utomatl~~ 
foreclosure oflien mortgages. 

LD 1601 An Act To Create the Lincolnville Sewer District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

WESTON OTP-AM S-360 

This bill creates the Lincolnville Sewer District. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-360) 

This amendment makes certain technical changes to the bill to clarify that the Lincolnville Sewer District's purposes 
include providing water service in addition to sewer services, that the trustees of the new district have staggered 

terms as specified in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 6410 and that after the first board is appointed 
by the municipal officers of the Town of Lincolnville trustees are elected and vacancies filled in accordance with the 
Title 35-A, section 6410. This amendment also provides that the trustees must be residents and voters of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P&S32 

LD 1643 An Act To Facilitate the Involvement of the Office of the Public 

Advocate in the FairPoint Communications Bankruptcy Case 

P&S30 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 
HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-618 

This bill authorizes an allocation of$100,000 to cover costs to be incurred through a contract for legal services to be 
provided by bankruptcy counsel for the FairPoint Communications bankruptcy proceedings in New York. This bill 

authorizes the Office of the Public Advocate to impose a special assessment to cover the cost of those legal services 
only on those telecommunications providers already subject to assessment under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
35-A, section 116, subsection 8. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-618) 
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This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, ~hapter 30 authorizes an ~llocationof $iop,ooo to coyer .costs to be incurred through 

a contract for legal services to be pr~vided by bankruptcy counsel fo; th~FairPojnt Col!lmunicatie,nsbankrllptcy 

proceedings inNew York. Jt .authorizes the Office of the Pub.lie A.dvocate toirnpose a spepial assessment to cover 

th~:cost.oftJ;iose legal·servi.ces only on tho~ete)eco1nmu.nicati.ons providers .alrt;ady subje.ct to assessmentun~er.the -
Maine Revised Statotes,.'fitle.35'A, sec.t.iori 116,.subsecti. ·.on .. 8. · 

' - ' -

Private arid Specl~l Law 2009, ch~ter 30j¥as enacted as an emergency measure effective March 1, 2010. 

LD 1644 An Act To Require That a Utility Company Notify the Owner of 

Property prior to Disconnecting Services 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 

BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules requiring a utility to notify a landlord when 

residential utility service of a tenant is to be terminated or disconnected. 

See also LD 1695. 

ONTP 

LD 1645 An Act To Streamline Collections for Consumer-owned Consolidated 

Water and Wastewater Utilities 

PUBLIC 541 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FITTS OTP-AM H-698 

This bill allows a consumer-owned water utility that also provides s~wer services to disconnect water service to a 

user for nonpayment by that user of the utility's sewer service charges. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-698) 

This amendtnent imposes specific terms and conditions on any consumer~owned water utility authorized to provide 

sewer services that chooses to exercise the authority granted in the bill to disconnect water service for nonpayment 

of sewer service. The terms and conditions include requiring annual reports to the Public Utilities Commission 

regarding disconnections, requiring that the utility provide to the customer certain information about available 

assistance programs, prohibiting disconnection based on bills for estimated sewer usage and prohibiting 

disconnection of multiunit rental facilities greater than two units unless the owner occupies one of the units. A 

utility that has the disconnection authority under a charter provision enacted prior to August 1, 2010 is exempted 

from the prohibition relating to disconnection of multi unit rental facilities. The amendment requires the Public 

Utilities Commission to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities 

and energy matters by January 15, 2012 on disconnection actions taken by utilities as well as any commission 

recommendations for changes to the law. The amendment clarifies that its provisions apply to all combined water 

and sewer entities, including those that may already have similar authority in their charters. The amendment also 

adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

PublicL:nv.:2009, chapt~r 541 allows a consumer-0wn~dwater utilitythat also provides sewer services to disconnect 

water_:~,erVice_:to a_user f6t-ri?npa'Ytne_nt l:>Y- -~~ai: us-er_-Ofthe utili_ty'~::_sewe.t'-S~_ryice_:c11art?es~ __ Ihls-law~_imp:oses speCiffC 
terms ~nd _co,nditions o~ --~y-con~wner-~wn,ed:_wa_ter.Utili_ty authof:ized f:o:Provi_de ~ewer_seivices _th~t--Chocises-tQ -
exercise this authority; iucluding requiring aunual reports to the Public Utilities Commission regarding . 

disco~ections_, ·_re_quifing thit _the-utility proVide'._to th_e _c~_stomer__Certim inf~~-ati9n 'ab()yt aV~iliibi_e __ a8Sistance_ 
prpgr~ms,prohibiting disconnecti?n ~ased on ~ills for estilnated sewer usag°: and prohibitiug disconnection of 
multiunit rental facilities greater: thou two unitsunless the owner occupiesone. of the uni(s: A utility that has the 

disconnection authority under a charter provision enacted prior to August 1, 2010.is exelllpted from the prohibition 

relatingto disconnection ofmultiunit rental faci¥ties ... The law.requires.the P~blicUtilities Commission to.report!o 

the jointstanding committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over. utilities .and energy matt;rs by Jan~ary 15, 

2012 on disconnectionactio~s taken by utHities. as.well as any copunissionreqommendati()nS for changes to the law. 

The lawappli~sto all combined water and sey;er entities, including those that may already have similar authority in 

therr charters. 

~ubllc ~avi2009, chapter 541 Was .enacted as an emergency measure effective March 24,2010. 

LD 1646 

This bill: 

An Act To Establish a Broadband Policy for Maine 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-685 

I. Provides a definition of"broadband,11 using as a model the broadband baseline used by the United States Federal 

Communications Commission; 

PUBLIC 586 
EMERGENCY 

2. Establishes a goal of 100% deployment of baseline broadband service by the end of2012 and establishes a policy 

of promoting sustainable private investment to increase broadband service that exceeds the minimum levels 

throughout the State; 

3. Requires state agencies to assist in promoting private investment in broadband infrastructure to sthnulate rapid 

and sustainable deployment of broadband services; and 

4. Requires the ConnectME Authority to develop target prices for broadband services and establish competitively 

neutral discounts to customers in areas where services are more expensive than the average metropolitan rates. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-685) 

This amend1nent replaces the bill. The amendment establishes certain broadband goals and policies to pro1note 

broadband infrastructure deployment and availability in this State. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, ch~pt~~ .586 establishes ceJiain bro:idbaud goals aud policies to promote b,.O~clband infrastructure 

deployment and.availability in this State: 

Publi<' I.aw i009, chapter 586 wa5 enacted as an emergency measure effective April 1, 2010. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Enhance Maine's Clean Energy Opportunities 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 

BAR1LETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-675 

PUBLIC 518 
EMERGENCY 

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to direct investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to 
enter into long-te1m contracts for capacity resources and any available energy associated with such resources to the 

extent necessa1y to 1neet the energy efficiency targets articulated in the Efficiency Maine Trusfs triennial plan. It 

specifies when the commission need not conduct a competitive solicitation for contracts for energy efficiency 
capacity resources and amends the laws governing contracts for capacity resources and related energy. It defines 
11heating fuel" and nliquid fossil fuel 11 for purposes of the ta~gets of the triennial plan. It includes in the Efficiency 

Maine T1ust's triennial plan an examinatio!J. of the national and regional carbon markets and the appropriate 
participation of the State in these markets. It allows the trust to consult with or retain independent legal counsel. It 
provides that the commission may not charge any assessment under the triennial plan until the plan has been 
reviewed by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters and approved by 

the commission. It specifies when electricity customers receiving service at transmission and subtransmission 
voltage levels are eligible for new conservation programs. It amends the laws governing the administration by the 
trust of certain federally funded energy programs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-675) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill: 

1. It adds a provision to the bill to allow long-term contracts for renewable energy credits associated with capacity 
resources. 

2. It removes the requirement contained in the bill that the Public Utilities Commission direct investor-owned 

transmission and distribution utilities to enter into long-term contracts for capacity resources and associated energy. 
It replaces it with permissive language that authorizes the commission to direct utilities to enter into long-term 

contracts for energy efficiency capacity resources and associated energy if the commission determines that the 
assessments on transmission and distribution utilities for conservation and energy efficiency will not provide 
sufficient funds to meet the energy efficiency program budget allocations in the triennial plan of the Efficiency 

Maine Trust or an annual update to the triennial plan. It also clarifies that energy efficiency capacity resources 

contracted under this provision may not exceed what is necessary to implement the energy efficiency program 
budget allocations in the triennial plan. The amendment also adds language to clarify that the commission may 

direct utilities to enter into long-term contracts only when such contracts are in the best interest of customers. 

3. It changes the provision of the bill regarding competitive solicitation for contracts for energy efficiency capacity 

resources to require the commission to conduct a co1npetitive solicitation for energy efficiency capacity resources 
and related energy or to contract with the Efficiency Maine Trust to deliver those resources through a competitive 
solicitation process. 

4. It changes the provision of the bill that exempts contracts for energy efficiency capacity resources from the 
requirement that payment be made only after contracted amounts of capacity and energy are provided. The 

amendment allows contracts with the Efficiency Maine Trust for energy efficiency capacity resources and related 
energy to provide a 20% up-front payment at the start of the contract, but otherwise requires payments only after 
contracted amounts of capacity and energy have been substantiated. 
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5. It removes the requirement in the bill that the triennial plan include an examination of national and regional 

carbon markets and instead requires that the plan specify the appropriate participation of the State in those Carbon 

markets. 

6. It removes the provision of the bill that eliminated the $3 to $1 savings target for cost-effective heating and 

cooling measures in the triennial plan of the Efficiency Maine Trust. 

7. It removes the provision of the bill that authorizes the Efficiency Maine Trust to consult with or retain 

independent legal counsel. 

8. It amends the provision of the bill regarding the imposition and review of additional assessments on transmission 

and distribution utilities to realize energy efficiency and demand response resources. The amendment specifies that 

the commission may not increase these assessments until the Legislature has approved the budget of the Efficiency 

Maine Trust and requires the commission to present any reco1nmended increases in the assessment after its approval 

of the triennial plan or any annual update plan. 

9. It replaces the provision of the bill regarding participation of electricity customers receiving service at 

transmission and subtransmission voltage levels in new conservation programs with a directive to the Efficiency 

Maine Trust to convene a working group to examine options regarding the participation of such customers in 

conservation programs and to submit a report to the joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over utilities and energy 1natters by January 31, 2011 on this subject. The committee is authorized to submit a bill. 

10. It adds a provision that requires the Public Utilities Commission to report to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters, by January 15, 2012, on long-term contracts for 

capacity resources, including the number, types and lengths of contracts. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L_aw 2009, .;-hapte~S18 includes the follo,;;h,"g p;·ovisiom relatedto lo,;g:t~Im-contra~tingfor eli.ergy 

~fficieD.cy·.c,apaciiy:fesofilC~.s~.allil.ass_ociated energy: 

;f;i-;tt atlth9fiZes:_the-PUblk(lJti1_itieS_ c~0m_I~si~n·t() 'direct ~~i.s.slon and: di!itfibutioifllt!litiesto.~:~riter intO 
long-teim contracts for.energy efficiency.capacity resources and associated energyif, after July 1, 201l;the 

CO'it~niis'sl~n(-IeterO;n1es.th8t the .ass~ssinentS ori translliiSs~~·nand dis-tfi~UtiOn utiiities· for:·cOnseTYat.i()n an~l,e.riCrgy 
efficiency.will]lot providesufficientfunds.to meet the energy efficiency program budget all.9c~tions in the triennial 

pl;m of the J:lfficfoncy ]\1aine Trust or !UJ annualupdate to the triennial plan .. It provides that energy efficiency 

capacity reso_urces c;ontracted under this provi~ion ()flaw may. not _exceed what is necessary .to implementthe energy 

effidency program budget allocations:in the triennial plan, and it claiifies that the commission may diiect utilities to • 

~ri~~rJnt~:iOiig-:terni;·coniractS Onl)i '\Vh~n· .such .Contracts are .. ·fu tbe beSf .interes(of ctistoID.~rs:~ 

'2;·;·:Jt ~~.q.uife,s' the. comni·i·s~·i.o~. ~o ... _c~nd.hct ~ co,.l,llpCtiti.ye .soHc!tation .for,enei.·gy. efficiency .Capa~~ty:resourceS. and 
~el~t~.d·e~ergy .~1· t~ .co11tfact with $e Efficieri~y'Maine·T1usito·.deliver,those resollrce,s through_:~ competitive , 
soliqitadOn Process. 

~,,.'·:.:·.;·?i:·, .. ·,.·.:'.. ':.,::' .. .<··:·· ', ...... ' ,' -·> ... :.: ,_ ·. ," ... - ' ' ,:-:.':., .. _: ... : 
3::;:.It,-all~w~ C{}~~.~t.!i .. with· tl~~ E.fficie.ncy :!Vfain.e.T~t:.f~~ ~ne~~ efficiency.,c.~paci.~ res~urces.}~nd.Tel.ated·.e.n,er.~ to' 
proyidea 20% up_,frout payment at thestarrpf the contract, but otherwise requires payments only after contracted 
amounts of capacity .and energy have been. substantiated. . 

With respect:o iong-term::ntracts.for·capacity reso~rces 1110re. generally, this law peimitsthePublic·Uti!ities 

:c~tnn1iss_i?~:lO· direct_:1Ilve~.tor~O.wne_~ t~~.Smiss,ion arid .distrib~tion. utilities. to· ~nte~ -into 16ng~t~1-ID (;Q~natt.s f~r;·.any ·:· 
ay.ailabl~·renewable .energy.c~~dit~ .. ~s.ociated,.with capacity.;~source.s under·Iong:-term·coll~acts to.the.~xtentt~e. 
oost of the rene~~ble energy 9r~ditsis belo'Y lllarketyalue or the purch"'.'e of ren~w~ble energy credits adds value 
the transaction .. It also requires .the Public Utilities Commission to report to the jointstanding committee ofthe 
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Legislalur" having jurisdictfon over utilities aud energy matters, by January 15, 2012, regarding long-term contracts 
for.capacity resources that have been impkmented; including the number, types aud lengths of contracts. 

. . 
Thls law defines "heating fuel" aud''liquid fossil fuel" for purposes of the targets of th~ triennial pl au of the 

Efficiency Maine Trust aud requires that the plan specify the appropriate, participation of the State in national aud 
regionaLcarbon markets. It also. amends. the laws govemitig the administration by the trust of certain federally · 
funded energy programs. 

This; __ :law SJ)'~cifie·s_th~t,the-Public '{Jtilities_ Commission·~ay not increa_se'·assessmentS on transini_~~ion _arid 
distribution utilities to realize energy efficiency aud demand response resources until. the Legislature has approved 
the budgetof the Efficiency Maine Trust, audit requires the commission to present to the joint standing committee 

Ofthe Legislature·_havingjurisdict_~On over public utilities matters any ~·ecommended iricreases in the assessment 
following the approval of the Efficiency. Maine Trust's triennial plan or auy annual update pl au . 

. _ :_, -- _' 

It dir~cts the Efficiency Maine .Trust to convene a working group to examine options regarding the participation of 

etectrlCify:'c_uStOmers::feCe_iving_ serVice _ai tritnsinission ·and_subtranS1lllssion-ieveiS---iri the_._ellergy efficiency progra!11s 
ofthe. trust, particularly those programs funded by assessments on transmission auddisnibuti.on ntilities; It requires 
;he trust t9 ~ubrnit a report of the ;findings aud recommendations of the working group to the joint standing 
connnittee oftheLegislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters by January 31, 2011.. 

PlJb)ic Law 2009, chapter 518 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 17, 2010. 

LD 1652 An Act To Provide More Information to the Public Advocate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS ONTP 

This bill authorizes the Public Advocate to make written information requests of utilities subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Public Utilities Commission on any matter related to the rates, charges, tariffs, books or service quality of the 
utility. The utility has a reasonable period of time, not to exceed 30 days, in which to respond to the inquiries. If the 

utility refuses to respond, the Public Advocate may request enforcement by the Public Utilities Commission. 

LD 1660 An Act To Reallocate Funds for a Position at the Public Utilities 

Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS ONTP 

This bill reallocates funds for a Staff Accountant position at the Public Utilities Commission. Funds for this 

position are allocated from the Public Utilities - Administrative Division program and the Emergency Services 

Communication Bureau program. The reallocations proposed by this bill were included in the Supplemental 

Budget, LD 1671. 
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LD 1661 An Act To Create a Position at the Public Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS ONTP 

This bill adds one Utility Analyst - Public Service Coordinator III position at the Public Utilities Commission as 

required by the policy of the United States Department of Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration. The Public Utilities Commission partners with the United States Department of Transportation with 

respect to the federal gas pipeline safety program and has assumed certain gas pipeline inspection and enforcement 
responsibilities from the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. The new position is created to 
carry out these gas pipeline safety inspection and enforcement responsibilities. Funds for this position are allocated 
from the Public Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund and are partially reimbursed by the United States Department 
of Transportation. 

ONTP 

LD 1680 An Act To Assist in Reviewing Wind Energy Applications PUBLIC 492 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-370 

This bill amends the laws governing the siting of wind energy developments. It makes certain provisions of the laws 
governing the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission consistent with the corresponding provisions applicable to 
the Department of Environmental Protection. These provisions a1Jow the commission to require a preapplication 

notice of filing; allow the commission to require an applicant to attend a public meeting during the review of a wind 
energy development; allow the commission to extend the processing time with the consent of the applicant; and 
clarify that, in certain circumstances, associated facilities are not subject to the same time limits. The bill clarifies 
that the provisions of law regarding a development's effects on scenic character apply to all wind energy 

developments, as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, of 100 kilowatts or greater in the expedited 
areas of the commission's jurisdiction, including wind energy developments that do not qualify as grid-scale. It 

specifies that in the jurisdiction of the commission, all wind energy developments are subject to fee provisions as 
extraordinary projects, allowing the commission to recover costs associated with processing of the applications, 
including the cost of noise or other studies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-370) 

This amendment clarifies the provision of the bill regarding the consideration by the Maine Land Use Regulation 

Commission of the effects of a wind energy development on scenic character and existing uses relating to scenic 
character for a wind energy develop1nent with a generating capacity of 100 kilowatts or greater but less than 
grid-scale. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLa\¥2009, chapt~r492 ari{e11dsthelawsgoveming the ;itin.gofw)nd energyd~velopments. It lllalces c~rt3.in 
provisions oftli~se,la"'s governillgtlui'.h1aine Land Use Regulation· Cmn~issionco~istent witl! the conespo11ding 
proyisions appl\c~bletothepepartt11e~t ofEnvirolllJ\ental Prot~ction. These provisions allow the commission to 
requinl a preapplication notice of filing; {lllovv .the commission to require an applicant .to attend a public meeting 
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-~~-ring ~-e--review ofa ~ind e~_ergy--d~Velop1n~nt_; allow.-the--copl~i~Sioil to extend _th_f:.processing_ thne with.the 
~on sent of the. a_ppli~ant; .an_d: clarify ~-at, in _Certain circmn~tances., ~sso9iated facilities are not_ subject _to the same; 
time limits .. Th.e law clarifies that the provisfo~s oflaw regarding a oev,elopment's effects on scenic character apply 
to aUwind energy devel?pmeI\ts, as defined inthe MaineReyised Starutes, Title35,A, of 100 kifo\Vatts or greaterin 
the expedited areas of the COJ11111ission's jmisdiction, incluqing Wind energy developmentstJiat do TIO( qualify as 
grid,scale .. It sµecifiesthat in the jurisdiction of the commission; all wind .energy devefopments are subject to .fee 
pr~V~~ion,s M_:~Xtraordill~_-J?f?Jec~S~_ auowingt~-~ commiSsiOri'_tO recove; costs~soci~ed with pi"oces§ing-9fth~ 
applications, including the cost ofnoise or other studies. . 
' . - - -

Public Law 2009, chapter 492 was enacted as aii emergencymeasureeffective March 5, 20 IO. 

LD 1682 An Act To Amend the Electric Utility Industry Laws as They Relate to 

Renewable Resources 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT OTP-AM S-372 

S-414 HOBBINS 

This bill amends various definitions in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A relating to renewable resources. 

Specifically, this bill amends the law in the following ways. 

1. The bill amends definitions of 11eligible resource, 11 nnew renewable capacity resources, 11 11renewable energy 

credit" and nrenewable resource11 in the law governing electrical generation portfolio requirements. These changes: 

a. Limit all eligible resources qualifying under the basic 30o/o potifolio requirement, 

including cogeneration facilities, to those resources not exceeding 100 megawatts; 

b. Add a new 1 OD-megawatt limit on all new renewable resources that can qualify for the 

new renewable resource portfolio requirement above 30%; 

c. Add a requirement that hydroelectric generators, other than those that qualify as small 
power production facilities under federal regulations, must meet state and federal fish passage 

requirements in order to qualify for the basic 30% po1ifolio requirement; and 

d. Specify that biomass generators that qualify as renewable resources under the basic 30% 

portfolio requirement include those fueled by anaerobic digestion of agricultural products, by

products and wastes. 

2. The bill clarifies the definition of nrenewable capacity resource11 in the law governing capacity resource adequacy 

and removes from the definition facilities that qualify as small power production facilities that do not otherwise 

qualify as renewable resources under Title 35-A, section 3210, subsection 2, paragraph C. 

3. The bill modifies the law governing green power options to clarify that JOO-megawatt capacity limits do not 
apply to resources that qualify as 11green power supply" or for "renewable energy credit." Under current law, 

because of certain cross-references, it is unclear whether the 1 OD-megawatt capacity limits apply to qualifying 

resources other than wind power or to all qualifying resources. 

4. The bill amends the definition of 11eligible renewable resource11 in the law governing the community-based 

renewable energy pilot program to make it consistent with the changes to the definition of "renewable resourcen in 
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the law relating to electrical generation portfolio requirements. 

5. The bill, by changing the definition of 11renewable resource" in the law governing electrical generation portfolio 

requirements, also affects the definition of that term as it is used in Title 5, section 1766-A relating to renewable 

energy usage requirements for state buildings and in Title 35-A, section 3201, subsection 8-A and section 3210-A 

giving transmission and distribution utilities authority to administer purchase and sale agreements between 

competitive electricity providers and sma11 generators, including those relying on renewable resources. In each case 

the changes result from these laws cross-referencing the definition of 11renewable resource 11 in the law governing 

electrical generation portfolio requirements. The changes in each case: 

a. Remove from qualifying as a renewable resource federally qualified small power production facilities that do 

not otherwise qualify as a renewable resource and generators fueled by municipal solid waste in conjunction 

with recycling; 

b. Add landfill gas as qualifying as a renewable resource; 

c. Require hydroelectric generators to meet federal and state fish passage requirements in order to qualify as a 

renewable resource; and 

d. Provide that biomass generators fueled by anaerobic digestion of agricultural products, by-products and 

wastes qualify as a renewable resource. 

The changes also allow renewable resources over 100 megawatts to be used to meet the renewable energy usage 

required for state buildings under Title 5, section 1766-A. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-372) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment: 

1. Clarifies which resources are subject to the 100-megawatt capacity limit on new renewable capacity resources in 

order to qualify for the new renewable resource portfolio requirement above 30o/o and related renewable energy 

credits under that law and the law governing green power options. Specifically, the amendment clarifies that all new 

renewable capacity resources except for wind power installations are subject to the 100-megawatt limit; 

2. Adds definitions of 11new11 and "renewable capacity resources 11 to the law governing renewable resources portfolio 

requirements rather than relying on cross-references to those terms as used in the capacity resource adequacy laws; 

3. Specifies types of biomass generators included within the definitions of 11renewable resource" and "renewable 

capacity resource." This clarifies that generators fueled by wood or wood waste, landfill gas or anaerobic digestion 

of agricultural products, by-products or wastes qualify under the basic portfolio requirement, the new renewable 

resource portfolio requirement, the law governing green power options and the community-based renewable energy 

pilot program; and 

4. Amends the definition of 11renewable capacity resource11 in the law governing capacity resource adequacy, the 

definitions of 11green power supply" and 11renewable energy credit" in the law governing green power options and the 

definition of "eligible renewable resource" in the law governing the community-based renewable energy pilot 

program to make them consistent with the definition of 11renewable capacity resource 11 now provided in the law 

governing renewable resource portfolio require1nents. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-414) 

This amendment provides that 11renewable energy credit'1 includes a tradable instrument that represents an amount of 

electricity generated from eligible resources. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 542 aJ!lencls the laws governing re~~,,.;able resources, This l"''" 
- ~-.. . 

. . ·. ... . ·• •. . .. ··· .. ·· .. : .--
L Clarifies which resources are subject t9 the 100,megawa«o capacityliinit on new renewabl~ capacity resonrces in 
order to qualify fQrthe new renewable resource portfolio requirement a\love 3Q% a!)d related r;mewable energy 
credits underthatlaw and the law governing green power options; Specifically, the amendment clarifies. that all new 
ren.ewabl.e capacity resoll}'ces·except for wind.power installations are subject to the JOO-megawatt limit; 

2_.:- Adds definitiOns·_:of 11~eW" and-1!renew_ab1e capacity res,ource~''._to th.e_l_aw'-go~_erriillg·!~ne_w3.b1~_re_sources.:p9_rtf'olio· 
:equireme:p_ts 1:ather_than relyW-g on cross-ref~r_ences ·io_ those terms __ as-Used in the capacity resource adequacy laws; 

3; ; ;Specifies typ~s of ?iOn1ass ·g_~n,erators_ ~ncl_uded -~1-hi_11 _the definitions _of,111-ene~ble .re_~9urce11 and "r_en_ewabl_e_ 
capacityresource," This clarifies that g~nerators fueled by wood OJ' WO()d waste,landfill ~as or anaerobic digestio9 
of a~f9ultu~a!prod~cfs, by-produCtsor.~astes qualify under the basic portfolio require!lleqt, the n~w re.newable 
resource P?rtfoliorequjrem~nt, the.law governing greenppweroptions and the community'based renewable energy 
pilot progrllm; . 

. -.---- _-_-;_-_--

4. A.ri¢nds the defi~.tion of"renewib1~ capacity re~ource" in the law govemi11g capacity resource adequacy,the 
d~firiitio?S_-ofl_1gree_n·PO.~er suppl~-~>~d '.'renewable ~-nergy:,cfedit11·W-the ~-a\V __ govemin~ green_p~weroptions ·an_d th~ 
(\efinitionof "eligillle ren~wable resource" in the law goveming,the community,based renewable energy pil9t 
PfOii"~:-~~;-F~e Jhenf ~_o~ts_te_~t:~ith:-fue defilliti6n; pf ~'rt!neWabi~ capacify :resotl~C~1--1 now_pfciVid~d.- -in th¢_-law 
govemi11g ren~wable.re_SoufF_e,porifolio requirements; .and -

<-.··-.:._-_-:.' .- - '"·-'._·<-<<~--- - ,-_.- - •'/ --
~. --·-Ciai_ifies ihat_- _11r_eitewab1e· e:pe@·: __ Credit'.' ill'ciudes' -a tradabie_lnstiunient _that represents ·an amburit of ~leCtrlcify 
generated from eligible resources. . 

LD 1695 Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission To Address Public 

Safety Issnes Relating to Disconnection of Certain Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 
CRAVEN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-680 

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules that require the notification of the owner of 

multiunit residential rental property when utilities are disconnected or terminated and provide the tenant whose 

service is being disconnected or terminated with infonnation about utility payment assistance programs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-680) 

RESOLVE168 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve that directs the Public Utilities Commission, in consultation with 

representatives of transmission and distribution utilities, gas utilities and water utilities as well as representatives of 

owners of rental units and representatives of tenants and other interested persons, to seek to develop appropriate and 

reasonable procedures to allow owners of rental units to receive notice of disconnection of electric, gas or water 

service to a tenant. The commission is directed to examine a variety of issues related to this matter and is authorized 

to take action pursuant to existing laws and rules or to adopt rules as necessary to achieve the goals of the resolve. 

The commission is required to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

utilities and energy matters by January 15, 2011 the results of its examination as well as any procedures established. 

The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and an emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Resolve 2009, ;,hapte1· 168cliici;,ts th.; Pub1i.cUti!itiescomn1issi.;I1,·iII ooilsult~iiilll.witli. represeiltative; of". . 

transmission and distributio~ Utilities, gas.Utilities.and ~~ter utilities ·as. well·a.s ,rep.~~.Fntarives o~.owners ·ofre?1tal 
units. au.d representatives of tenants and other interested pernons; to seekto. develop appropriate.and reasonable 

p:Ocedl,lies t~ allow .OWners :of rental units to fece~Ve noti_ce of di~c9nneCtiOll -Of electric, g~-or wa~_i·._serviCe to a 
tenant_:_ The-com~issiop_ is_ dire_c_ted to_ examine a·variety ___ of i~:sues related to :this_ m~tter-and is authorize_d to take 
action pursuant to existing laws and rules or toadoptrules as necessary toachieve the goals of the r~solve. The 

_co1TITis_sion is _r~qu_ired.to_~ep_o11;_.to.the joint stc:ln~_ing commi_ttee.of the Legislatw:e -having_juriSdiction over utilities 
and energy matters by January 15, 2011 the results of its examination as well as any .procedures established. 

See also LD 1644. 
' _., "' ,, 

Resolve 2009, ch~pter 168 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 24, 2010. 

LD 1696 An Act Regarding Community-based Renewable Energy 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS OTP-AM H-730 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to revise recently enacted legislation 

on feed-in tariffs and community-based energy generation facilities to correct some issues that have arisen. 

Committee Amendment 11 A11 (H-730) 

This amendment replaces the bill, which was a concept draft. The amendment makes community-based renewable 
energy projects eligible for funds from the voluntary Renewable Resource Fund for community demonstration 

projects. The amendment also transfers all duties regarding the administration of the Renewable Resource Fund to 
the Efficiency Maine Trust as of July 1, 2010, instead of having responsibilities for that fund divided between the 
trust and the Public Utilities Commission. The amendment specifies that, under the community-based renewable 
energy pilot program, the municipal legislative body can delegate to its municipal officers the authority to pass the 

required resolution of support for a community-based renewable energy project. 

PUBLIC 565 
EMERGENCY 

The amendment clarifies that, as of July l, 2010, community-based renewable energy projects continue to be eligible 
to apply for funding from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Trust Fund as nonelectric savings programs. Until 

July I, 20 I 0, current law provides that these projects are eligible to apply for funding from the Energy and Carbon 
Savings Trust Fund, which becomes the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Trust Fund on that date. 

The amendment also prohibits a state agency or instrumentality that is administering American Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act of 2009 funds from prohibiting a community-based renewable energy project that is eligible to receive 
such funds under federal guidelines from applying to the state agency or instrumentality for such funds. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publl~ Lawi009,~h~pter 56s ·lll~~~-.~ommul'liiy-ba~ed rene~able ~nergy pro]ects eligibtef~rfund; fr0m the 

voluntary Renew.able Res?urce Fund for comml.Jnity demonstratio.n projects and transfers all duties regarding~e 
administratioll 0fthe Renewable ]«:source Fund to the Efficiency Maine Ti;tist asof July 1, 2010, instead pf having 

responsibilities for t~~t ~d divid~dhe.tweenthe trust and the Publi.c UtiljtiesCommission.· The law also specifie~ 
that, under the cpnimunity'based,Ienewable energy pilot.prograrrt, tht'municipal Jegislativ'e body can del"gate to its 
municipal officers the authority to pass the required resolution of suppmt for a. commilnity-based renewable energy 

project. 
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.This .1~~ c1;rifi~;that, ,;,;· ()iiu1Y+ io 1 o, coitimunitr-baseclrene;,~ble ~nergy p;;,yects c~ntinu.;: to !J~ ~~igible to 
apply for funding from the Regional Gre~nhouse Gas Initiative Trust Fund as nonelectric savings programs. Unt.il 

July 1, 2010, curr.ent la\\' prc>vides that these projects are. eligible to apply for fundillg from the Energy and i=:arbpn 
Savillgs Trust Fnnd, which becomes.the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Trust Fund on that date; 
- -_,,:,- _-_-_-:'-: .,- -- -- -- '" - -_ --:'- - -::-- "' - - >::.,-::- --- -

ThiS Jaw als~prohibitsa~\a!eagency·or.illst~mental.ityjhat is administe1fogAfi1~ric~Reillves~ent~~Recovefy: 
Actof2009fimds fromp!ohibitillga commtmity·baied rene)""ble ener~ prejecitthaf .is eligible to receive such 
funds nnderfederal guidelines from applying to the. state agency or instru01entality for such. funds, 

PublfoLaw 2009, chapter 565wa.s.enacted as fill emergency measure effective March 29, 2010. 

LD 1697 An Act To Protect Universal Service 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FITTS ONTP 

This bill prohibits instrumentalities, institutions or agencies of the State from providing telecommunications service 

or information service to any person other than itself or its tenants-. The bill also prohibits instrumentalities, 
institutions or agencies of.the State from procuring such services in a manner that constrains or limits alternative 
proposals to meet instrumentalities1

, institutions' or agencies' needs. The bill establishes a right of action for 
injunctive relief and damages for violation of these requirements. The bill also repeals authority for the University 

of Maine to install lines on existing utility facilities within or along a right of way for the purpose of transmitting 
data and communications. 

ONTP 

LD 1717 An Act To Increase the Affordability of Clean Energy for Homeowners 

and Businesses 

PUBLIC 591 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 
BLISS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-745 

This bill allows a municipality, on its own or through agreement with other municipalities, counties, nonprofit 

organizations, private lenders or other entities, to establish a clean energy improvement financing program 

under which financing for a clean energy improvement located on a qualifying real property is secured, with the 

written agreement of all owners of record of the property, by a municipal lien on the property that takes 

precedence over aJI other claims on the property, excepting only claims for property taxes and liens for 

nonpayment of sewer or water utility services, and that is enforced by the municipality in the same manner as is 

a municipal property tax lien. It defines "clean energy improvement" as an energy efficiency improvement or 

energy generation system that relies on solar arrays and instaliations, geothermal installations or wind power 

instaJlations as authorized by the municipality. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (H-745) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment does the following. 

I. It enacts the Property Assessed Clean Energy Act, or PACE Act, which authorizes the Efficiency Maine Trust 
and municipalities to establish property assessed clean energy programs, referred to as PACE programs, under which 
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property owners may voluntarily finance energy savings improvements on qualifying property through a specific 

mortgage, called a PACE mortgage, and repay that mortgage through an assessment on the prope1ty, called a PACE 

assessment. The tenns of the mo1tgage and assessment would be spelled out in an agreement, called a PACE 

agreement. 

2. It specifies that funding for the PACE programs may be provided from the federal Energy Efficiency and 

Conservation Block Grant Program or any other funds available to the trust for this purpose. 

3. It pennits a municipality that has adopted a PACE ordinance to administer a PACE program, including, but not 

limited to, entering into PACE agreements with property owners and collecting PACE assessments. It also pe1mits a 

municipality that has adopted a PACE ordinance to enter into a contract with the trust to administer some or all 

functions of the PACE program for the municipality and authorizes the trust to enter into contracts with 

municipalities for that purpose. 

4. It requires the trust to establish a comprehensive quality assurance system within nine months of establishing a 

PACE program and to develop model documents and educational materials for use by municipalities in the 

implementation of PACE programs. The amendment permits the trust to establish tenns and conditions under which 

municipalities and property owners may participate in a PACE program. 

5. It requires any PACE agreement entered into pursuant to a PACE program to comply with underwriting 

requirements established by rule by the trust and to provide consumer disclosure that is consistent with the principles 

of truth in lending as specified by rule. In developing these rules, the trust is required to seek advice from the 
Depa1tment of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection and consumer credit 

industry stakeholders and specifies certain minimum underwriting requirements that must be included. It also 

specifies that the privacy provisions of the federal Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act apply to all consumer financial 

information obtained by the trust or municipalities in imple1nenting PACE programs. 

6. It specifies that a PACE assessment is not a tax but may be assessed and collected by the trust, a municipality or a 

designated agent. 

7. It requires that notice of a PACE agreement be filed in the appropriate registry of deeds and specifies that filing 

of this notice creates a PACE mortgage against the property. It also specifies minimum requirements for the notice. 

8. It specifies that the priority of a PACE mortgage is determined by the date of filing of the notice and that a PACE 

mortgage is not entitled to any special or senior priority. 

9. It requires the trust to create a reserve fund to protect the trust in the event of a judicial sale or foreclosure on 

property subject to a PACE mortgage. 

10. It requires the trust to report annually on the implementation of PACE programs and related provisions oflaw. 

11. It specifies that until the trust has sufficient staffing resources to undertake its responsibilities under the PACE 

Act, the Public Utilities Commission, at the request of the trust, shall provide assistance to the trust in administering 

the PACE Act within the limits of the commission's resources. 

12. It requires the trust to convene a stakeholder group to review and 1nake recommendations regarding the 

implementation of PACE programs pursuant to the PACE Act and the development of and sources of funding for 

municipally funded PACE programs, including but not limited to municipal bonding and private capital markets. 

The review must consider program features to ensure long-term energy savings, promote quality workmanship and 

otherwise contribute to achieving the state policy goal of weatherizing 100% of homes and 50% of businesses by 

2030. It requires the trust to submit an interim report on the findings and recommendations of the stakeholder group 

to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters no later March 

1, 2011 and a final report no later than January 30, 2012. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 591 does the. following. 

I. It e.nacts the Property AssessedClean Ene~gy Act, or PACE Act, which authorizes the Efficiency Main~Trust 
and municipalities to establish property. assessed clean energy programs,referred to as. PACE prog~s, under which. 

prop0rty owners 11iay vol~tarily l'inance.energy savings improyements on qualifyil1g prqpe.rty through a specific 
mortgage; called a PA,CE mortgage, and repay thatmortgagethrough au assessment on the property, called a PACE 

assessment.The terms of the mortgage.and assessment '1\'ould be. spelled out in an agreement, called a PACE 
agreement. 

~: It specifies that:funding for the PACE progral1ls may be provided from the federa!Energy Efficiency .and 

Conservation B.Iock Grant Program or any other funds available to the trust for this purpose . 
. •' ---

3., It perrnit~ a municipaJi!y that h~s ~dopted a PACE ordil1anb~t0 adrriinistera P ~CE programcincludiug, butlloi 
limited to, entering into PACE agreementswith property owners a11d collecting.PACE assessments. Ital so permits a · 

municipality that has adop!ed a PACE ordinance.to enter into a c0ntractwith th~ trust toadtninister s0111e or all 

:functions ofJpePA9E pr?gram for: the municipality and authorizes the trus!.to enterinto contracts wi.th 
municipalities for thatpur:pose; . . . . . . . . 

-'>',' ' '', . ·. . . . . . . •··.· .. ·. ·.•.·· .. ·. . · .. ··•··• .· .· .. ··. . • ... <· •. ----.•. ·•·.·. .·.··.·• .. ·.·. _·:··.·······.··.·.<-_' -

4. It requires the tmst toest.ablish ~.comprehensive quality assurance system within 11\ne months of establishing a. 
PACE program and to d .. evelop model documents and educati0nal materials for use by municipaliti~s u; the 
impl0mentatfol1 of PACEproylyns. Th.e amendm~11t permits the trust to esll\bli~h t0rrns and comlitio~s undel"which .. · .. 
municipalities and property .owner~ mayparti~ipate in a PACE program. .. . . 
' - - ' ' -- _-_ ' ' ' ',;':--- ' -

:5. It requires any PACE agreement ent~rea lnt() pursuant t~ a PACE program to cmnply with underwritil1g 
requirements established byrule b,ythe trust and to pr.ovide consumer disClosltre th.atisconsistent with the principles·. 

of truth in lending as specified ]Jy1ule. In developing these rules, the tru.st is requited toseek~dvice from the ...... ·.· .. 
Department of Professional an~ Financial. Regulation, Bureau of C011~1llller Credlt Prqtectionand consumer credit. 
Industry stakehol<lers and specifies certain Illinimum underwriting requirements tha! must be included, It also" · 

specifiestha( tbeprivacypr(lyi.sion~ oftbe federal Gramm-Leach-BlileyAct apply to all consumer financjal 
infol'!natio11obtafoedby thetrustormunicipalities in implementing PACE programs. 
; -" - -- ,. --- - -. : -- " -- --- : --- -- :. -.- . 

6.)t spe~ifies tliat~PAC£ essess!I10ntis ~ot ~tax but may b~ ~sessed and collected by the trust, a municipality 
designat~d agent. · . :. . . . .. . 

;"~_::·,'"<"': -~···:,·._,•:_', "',•':.;,.,_,> .. /' ',;,',''',•::, ''' ' :.>'' ' ·,· __ ;'u•~>- ,·',_ ,' ,' ' ' ', ',' '_:;'.:·, _ _ ·::· .. ·'·. ;:',·>-· 
7. lt.,..quires that notice of~ PACE agre.eme~tbe filed in the appropriate registry ofd~<lds and ~pecifies !ha~ jjling 
of this notice creates a PACE mortgage against the propertyc It also gpecifies minimumrequirements for the notice; 

8. lt specifiesthat the prfority ofa~~CE m(lrtgagejs det~rrnined by ~e. date of fillligof the notice and tha; a PACE 
mortgage is notentitl~d to any.special orsenior priority: . . . ··· 

9. Ii r~quires thetrustto C;'eate a reserve fund fo protect the trust in t~e efont ofajudicial saleor fored6snre9n ·. • 
property subject to a PACE mortgage •. · · . . 

~-:,. . ··-. --~ . 

10 .. It requires the trustto report annually ~ntlleimpl~mentati6n .of PACE programs and relateclprovi~i:~s of law, 
-, - . .. . --~ . 

IL. Its;~cifies~atuntil th~trusthas s~fficient staffil1g resourcesto undertakeitdresponsibilities•nnder the.PACE. 

Act, the Public Utilities Commission, at therequest of the. trust, shall provide. as.sistanc<0. to the trust in administering 
the PACE Acfwithin the limits ofthe con1111ission's resources. 

12.' .It requires the tru8t to cpnyene a stakeholder group tor~~ew andmake recormnellgati(lns regar~il1g thi 
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- - - -

implementation of PACE programs pursuantto the PACE Act and the development ohnd sources of funding for 

m.· un. i. cipally fun de. d ... PA. CE pro·gr·am. ·· .. s, in.clu·din·.·.g hut. no. t.· limit·e. d. to. m ... ··. unic .. i·p· al bo.n ... di.ng.· .. an .. d .. pri~at.e .... c .. aP. it.al markets. 
"[he review .must ccmsider progrrun feat~res to ensure long,term energy savings; promote qu~lity workmanship and. 
otherwise contribute to achievingthe state policygoalofweatherizing 100% ofhomes and50% of businesses \>y 
2030. It requires the trust to submit aninterhnreport onth.e findings ~J1d reconun.endations of:he stakeholder gr()UP 

to .the joint standing committee of the 1,~gislature havingjurisdiction over utilities~nd energy matters no JaterMl!rch 

1, 2.0ll and a final rep01t no laterthan fa11uazy 30, 2012; 

J>ublic Law 2009, c~apter 591 was enacted as ariemergenc.)' meas.llfi effective April 1, 2010. 

LD 1720 Resolve, Regarding Waste-to-energy Power 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SOCTOMAH OTP-AM H-650 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to amend current law to adapt the State's 

energy policy and laws as they relate to the Passamaquoddy Tribe to accommodate federal waste-to-energy 

developments currently before the United States Congress in the American Clean Energy and Security Act of2009. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-650) 

This amendment replaces the bill, which was a concept draft, with a resolve. The amendment directs the Executive 

Department, Govemor1s Office of Energy Independence and Security to examine the issue of qualifying certain 

waste-to-energy power for renewable energy credits and renewable resource portfolio requirements, with 

consideration of re1evant policy developments, technologies, potential implications and current laws. In conducting 

the examination, the office is required to consult with the Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Department of Environmental 

Protection, the Public Utilities Commission and the Efficiency Maine Trust. This amendment requires the office to 

submit a report of its findings and recommendations by February 15, 2011 to the joint standing committee of the 

Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters and authorizes the committee to submit a bill 

relating to the report to the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Reso!ve2009, .chapter163 dir.e~ts !he Executive D~partrnent,.Go~em~r'sOfiic.e of)'nergy. Indep~ndence and 

Sec.u.rity. to. examine the.issueof.<J~alifying certainwaste-to,e11ergyp?wir[or renewable energy credits and 

rene_~~ble_ re,;~u~_~e portf pl~?:T:~_q~~:~ents~ -:\vjth, ~O~ide~~ti_ori o_ff~I-~~~tpo~icy_:d?Vf!_lCJp_m,ents~ _te9Molofii:e$~_- ~-
potential implkation~ and curre~t]~ws. In conductinlj the. examination, the ofiice is 1-equired to consul.t with the 

PassarnaquoddyTribe, the.J:)ePartme~tofEnvironmental Protection, the PqblicUtilities Con1missim1.and. the 

EfficiencyMaine'fr~st, .This r~solverequires.the officeto·subm~t•a·r~p9rt.of.itsfindings·andrecomm~nd.ati~II;by 
FeblUazy.15, 2011 to tllejoint standing committee ofthe Legisl.~turehavingjurisdicticm over utilities andener8¥ 

matters and authorizes tpe committee to submit a bi)Lrelating to the report to the J1jrst Reglliar Session ofthe125tll 
Legislature. . · . · 
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LD 1756 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Gardiner Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

HANLEY 
MCCORMICK 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-661 

This bill allows the Gardiner Water District to purchase water from the Hallowell Water District. The bill also 
requires the Gardiner Water District to inform its customers that the district will be providing non-fluoridated water 
and that the customers should contact their dentists or health care providers if they wish to continue receiving the 

benefits of fluoride. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-661) 

This amendment clarifies a cross-reference in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l'rivate" and Sp.;\ia1i,;w2009, chapter 37 allo~~the-G~rdi;;;,rWater Di~trict to purchase ~ate;-fui;;;i:h~H~fu;'eu· 
Wate.rDistrict. The law.also req;ii~es the Gardiner Water District.to infol'lll lts custorners that the district will h~ ...... 
proyidin~ nonfluoridated~ater an9 that the cl!Stomers should_ contact their.deritis.ts .or h_ealth care providers if they · 
Wi~h t~ cOilt!nu<?_E~~eiy~g_~e ~-~nefits o_ffluorjde~ - - -

P & S37 

LD 1762 Resolve, Regarding Energy Conservation through Voltage Regulation RESOLVE 169 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIMPSON OTP-AM S-416 

This bill provides that an electric utility may recover from ratepayers the costs of and earn a 15% rate of return on 
investments and installations of voltage regulation technologies that reduce energy consumption, improve grid 

efficiency, raise or lower voltage as needed and are 99% or more efficient across at least 90o/o of the load curve. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-416) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve directs the Efficiency Maine Trust, in the development 
and implementation of conservation progrruns, to examine voltage regulation technologies and evaluate the potential 

for and cost-effectiveness of the application of these technologies as an energy conservation tool for industrial, 
commercial and residential electricity customers of the State. It requires the trust to seek input from the Public 
Utilities Commission and transmission and distribution utilities with respect to utility incentive issues and voltage 

regulation technologies in the context of s1nart grid implementation. It requires the trust to report on its examination 
and evaluation as part of the annual report of the trust that is due by December I, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009,-chapter l69clirectstheEfficieitcy.Maine Trust, in the.developmentandimplementatim~of 
con.servationprograms, to •}(_amine voltage regulation technologie,s and ev'.'1uate the potentiaifor. and. · > .... 
oost~effectiveness of the application ()f these technologies asan energy c0nservati9n tooiforthe in.dustrial; 
commercial and resi.dential electricity custo.mers oft)le State. It requites tlje trust to seekinputfrom the Public 
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Util~ties Co~~i~~ion-_and transmi~sfOh and_diStributi(ln_ utuitie,s ~tlirespect to uti:~ity_i_rlcentive_ 'iss~~:s and Vo~_tage 
r:egu]ation technologies in th~. context ofsmartgrid implement~tion. It requires the trust to report on its examination 
!fild evaluation as part of the annual rep01t of the (rustthat}s due by Decemb.er 1, 2010. 

LD 1778 An Act To Enable the Installation of Broadband Infrastructure 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-784 

H-807 HINCK 

PUBLIC 612 
EMERGENCY 

This bill establishes a new entity known as a "dark fiber provider." A dark fiber provider is an entity providing 

fiber-optic cable without equipment for transmitting communications and that provides dark fiber to all carriers and 
end users on an open-access basis and without unreasonable discrimination and is subject to grant-related 
requirements, restrictions and conditions imposed by the Federal Government and secured by security interests 
granted to the Federal Government. Dark fiber providers must file inf01mational rate schedules with the Public 

Utilities Commission and adhere to those rate schedules and must post their rates on publicly accessible websites. A 
dark fiber provider may use the public right-of-way for its facilities and may enter into joint use agreements with 

respect to the facilities of public utilities and cable television providers and may opt to carry out any required 
make-ready engineering and make-ready work at its own expense. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-784) 

This amendment replaces the bill and also modifies the emergency preatnble. This amendment: 

1. Defines a dark fiber provider as an entity that owns, controls, operates or manages federally supported dark fiber 
and that meets other qualifications and establishes that a dark fiber provider is a telephone utility under the public 
utility laws of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A; 

2. Authorizes a dark fiber provider to construct lines and to place facilities along public roads in the same manner as 
other telephone utilities for the purposes of constructing and maintaining its federally supported dark fiber and 

authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to resolve pole attach1nent disputes involving a dark fiber provider with 
respect to the construction and maintenance of federally supported dark fiber; . 

3. Requires that a dark fiber provider apply for approval from the Public Utilities Commission to offer federally 
supported dark fiber and requires that the commission approve or deny the application and make its decision on any 

waivers or exemptions requested by the dark fiber provider within 60 days of its receipt of the application. The 
commission may extend its review if it determines that it requires additional time, but must issue its order no later 
than 90 days after receipt of the application; and 

4. Establishes a broadband sustainability fee that a dark fiber provider must collect from entities that obtain 
federally supported dark fiber from the dark fiber provider. For the first five years the fee is $3 per month multiplied 
by the number of miles of strand purchased, leased or used; the fee then drops to $2 per month. The fee ends on 

December 31, 2017. The funds are administered by the ConnectME Authority. Five percent of the funds is 
deposited in the ConnectME Fund and is available to support the authority1s administrative expenses and for use in 

accordance with the authority's cu1Tent statutory purposes. The remaining funds are deposited in a separate 
broadband sustainability fund administered by the authority. These funds may be disbursed to an incumbent local 
exchange carrier to fund deployment of broadband infrastructure in unserved areas within the carrier's service 

territory or, ifthere are no unserved areas, to increase available broadband speeds for customers within the carrier's 
service territory. The portion of the funds within the broadband sustainability fund available to each incumbent 
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local exchange carrier is calculated based on that portion of the total miles of leased, sold or used federally 
supported dark fiber in the State that is leased, sold or used within the ca1Tier's service territory. The funds remain 
available in the broadband sustainability fund for one year and, if not disbursed to carriers, are transferred to the 
Connectl\IIE Fund, unless the authority for good cause shown extends this period. To receive funds the carrier must 
provide a request and a certification relating to the use of the funds for deployment of broadband infrastructure in 

unserved areas or to increase available broadband speeds. The carrier is required to use the funds in accordance 
with that certification. All funds remaining in the broadband sustainability fund at the end of the third year after the 
broadband sustainability fee ceases are transferred to the ConnectME Fund. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-807) 

This amendment modifies Committee Amendment 11A 11 as fol1ows. 

1. It clarifies that incumbent local exchange carriers have a limited right of first refusal to access the broadband 
sustainability fund. 

2. Committee Amendment 11A11 provides that funds not requested by incumbent local exchange carriers within one 
year are transferred to the Connect1v1E Fund but allows the Connect:ME Authority to extend this time period. This 
amendment removes the ability of the ConnectME Authority to extend the one-year time frame. This amendment 
also provides that all funds remaining in the broadband sustainability fund one year after the broadband 

sustainability fee ceases are transferred to the ConnectlvlE Fund. 

3. It limits the use by an incumbent local exchange canier of disbursements from the broadband sustainability fund 
to the deployment of broadband infrastructure in unserved areas within the carrier's service territory. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 61.2: 

1.. Defines a dark fiber provider as al'l entity that owns, cqntrols, operates or ll1.an~ge5 federally support.ed dark fiber 
and that meets other qualifications and establishes that a dark fiber provider is a telephone utility under the public· 
utility .Jaws of.the 'Maine.Revised Statutes, Title35-A; 

~.Authorlzesa d~klibe~p;6vider to cons~ct1inesandtoplacef~c~lities along pubHcroads int~e .same l11anner as 
othertel~phoneutilitiesfor thepurp?ses. of constructing andmainm)ning. its fede~iilly supported dad<.fi!Jerand 
authorizes thePu!Jiic l}ti~ties Cm;nmissfont() resolve pole attachment disputes inyolving a dark fiber provider with 

respectto the.c0nstruction and.maintenance offederally st1pporteddark filler;• 
______ . ·.<- ' --- ; -:---- ----- _-- ------------- .. >-- - --------- -

3. Req9fre.°thatlidark fiber provia.:r apply fora~~ro~alfi'Oln the P11~1ic Utili~escoruini;sion t~ of[erfed~rally 
Sup~orted \Jark fiber ~ndreqffiresthat the CO~S~\0!1 approve or ~eny1:h" appJicatioh and make its deci~i9n on any·· .. 
waivers o.r exemptions requested by the dark fiber pf()vider within 60 days of its receipt of th'e application. The• . 

_c·O_~~lliSsi§n,.:~a,)7---:~xi~nd _its:,~v~ew if-it_d~te_~~~s-~a,i-i_f-reqlltres __ a4d1tiOn,3-:l iµn~~---b_Ut:m~t-i~~il_e_:._itS-:_-o~d~{Ilo-1atet 
than9o days afterreceiptofthe.application; and . ·.. · 

4,iEstablish;s··~b~a~~and'sus~ainalJtlityfee ~at a.dar~fiber~f~rtg~~~st~ollecffro~·~ntities·th~t o~t~in · .. ·· ·.• ; •<:·· 
federallysupport"e darkfiber.jj:omthedarkfiher provider. For the. ~st five ye~ theJee. is.$3per mo~th n:mltiplied 
bytbe numberofniile.s .of strand. purchased, Jeasedor .1.1sed;the fee then drops to $2permonth. •Thefee ends on ·. 

De9ember31, ~O 17 .. ·The fimds.~'.;' ailm.inistered by the C9nnec!ME 4;ut~ority. Fi ye percent of the funds is 
deposited in the.Corinec!ME F.und and is avail.able tosupport the authority's administn;tive expenses and for.us~ in . 
a~q_OrdatI_ce ~Ith: ¥~-:auth_~_ii1!'sicUITe,_nt-~tatUtocy_-;~u;po_~es·;· __ -The: r~~i~irihlg funcis--fil~::depo~~-t~~j1i·a __ :~ePar,at~y,· --· . .,_ ·'·--:-_- ,_ -< 

broadband s\!Stain.ability fund.administered b.J.theauthority;incum!ientl9cal exc~ange carrjershave a limited ~ight 
?ffirstrefusal toa9f~SS these fUµds to fund deployi:nentof broadband infrl!Structure inunsery~d areas ~thin the.· ... ·. 
~arrje<'s· servi(O~!e!Titory. Jhe portion of thefonds within the broa~band sust~inability _fund~valla~!e to each. 
incumbel)tlocal e)<change carrier is c.iUculatedbased on that portion of the total I11iles ofleased, sold or used. 
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federai1y·;11ppo~ed.dark fiber-il1 the State thatislel'llleci, s;,Jd ~rused-within.the ~a!Tier's sel"\'i~el~l"l'itory .. The futds 

remain available in the broadbaud sustainability fund for one y.,ar and, if notdisburs~~ to carriers, are transfeJTe<l to 

the CounectME Fund. To receive funds the carriermust provide a request au4 a certification relatingt~ the use of 

the funds for deployment of broadband infr~trµctur~ in unserved are.S. The carrier is r~q~iredt?!Jll~ Ate fonds in 
accordance with that certification. Allfuncts remaining in the broadband sustainability fund on December 31, 20:18 
are transferred to the ConnectME Fund. . 

Pu\llic Law2009, chapter 612 was enacted as an em erg.enc.)' measure effectiw April 6, 2010. 

LD 1783 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Kennebec Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARRA CHE OTP-AM S-413 

This bill amends the charter of the Kennebec Water District as follows. 

1. It removes the language indicating that the records of the water district are public and that the meetings are open. 

2. It defines how the trustees are to establish the amount of compensation that they are entitled to receive. 

3. It incorporates into the charter language enacted in Private and Special Law 1905, chapter 152 regarding the 

authority of the district to refund its indebtedness, exercise the right of eminent domain, mark boundaries and 

commence proceedings for condemnation. 

4. It removes archaic language that authorizes the water district to acquire the Maine Water Company because the 

Maine Water Company was purchased by the Kennebec Water District pursuant to Private and Special Law 1899, 

chapter 200, section 6. 

5. It removes archaic language that conditions the effect of the initial charter on the approval by the City of 

Waterville and the Fairfield Village Corporation because the City of Waterville and the Fairfield Village 

Corporation approved the charter at meetings held for that purpose pursuant to Private and Special Law 1899, 
chapter 200, section 14, first paragraph. 

This bill also repeals language contained in Private and Special Law 1927, chapter 79 that conditioned a change to 

the Kennebec Water District charter regarding the appointment and tenns of trustees on the repeal of the charters of 

the Kendalls Mills Village Corporation and the Fairfield Village Corporation because the charters of the Kendalls 

Mills Village Corporation and the Fairfield Village Corporation were repealed by Private and Special Law 1927, 
chapter 12. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-413) 

This amendment makes various technical changes to the bi11 and removes certain obsolete language from the 

l(ennebec Water District charter. It also removes fro1n the bill the provision allowing the district trustees to 

establish their compensation, clarifies that the district's business must be conducted in accordance with the freedom 

of access laws and provides that an appeal from a decision of the district regarding a determination of damages for a 

taking ofland must be made within 30 days of notice of the decision. 

Enacted Law Summary 

J>fivate ah<l Special ]_,"~j()()9, ~i.;{pie~ 38 amends the charter of the,!{ehllebecwaiei:i:>istric!l'lll foli~ws .. 
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l ... •.I. t .. r. <;moves .. th.e Ian. gllage ind. ica. tin.·· g.that .. th.e reeords o.f the··· water dis ... tri .. ·"ct are pub·li·c and tha. t th.· e m .. ee. tings are open 
but clarifies that the district's business muSt be conducted in accordance with the freedom of access laws. 

... ' 

2. It illcorporatesiiito the charterlanguage enacted.in Private and. Special Law 1905, chapter 152 regarding the 

authority of the districtto refund its iridebtedlless, exercise the right of eminenfdomain, mark.boundaries and 

cOmnienc~ ·prQ:ce:edillgs·frit--condeniriatiOil. _ 

3; It provides that an appeal from a decision of the distrfot regarding a determination of damages for a taking oflal1d 

niustbe made withjq30 days of notice of the decision.·. 

4. It re01oves certainilrchaic and obsolete .language from the charter. 

LD 1786 An Act Regarding Energy Infrastructure Development 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

011'-AM H-809 

PART A 

This bill amends the laws governing energy infrastructure corridors to designate the Interstate 95 corridor, the 
Interstate 295 corridor and the Searsport-Loring Corridor as "statutory corridors" and to continue a process for the 
designation ofnpetitioned corridors 11 by petition to the Public Utilities Com1nission. It establishes an interagency 

review panel to oversee the use of the statutory corridors including soliciting, accepting and evaluating proposals for 
the use of the conidors and it establishes standards for approval of proposals to ensure that they are in the long-term 

best interests of the State. For energy infrastructure projects within a statutory conidor, the bill requires projects to 
obtain a long-term occupancy agreement with the lnteragency Review Panel, a consolidated environmental permit 
from the Department of Environmental Protection and, ifthe project is a transmission line, a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity from the Public Utilities Commission. For energy infrastructure projects within a 
petitioned corridor, the bill requires projects to obtain a corridor use certificate from· the Public Utilities 
Commission, a consolidated environmental permit from the Department of Environmental Protection and, if the 

project is a transmission line, a certificate of public convenience and necessity from the commission. The bill 
requires the Interagency Review Panel to deny approval of and the Public Utilities Commission to deny a corridor 
use certificate for any energy infrastructure project that does not enhance opportunities for energy generation in the 
State and significantly and measurably reduce electric rates or other relevant energy costs for residents and 

businesses within the State. The bill also moves the repeal date for the energy infrastructure corridor laws from July 
30, 2011 to July 30, 2015. 

The bill requires that, except when prohibited by law, all revenues generated from the use of state-owned land and 
assets within energy infrastructure corridors be deposited in an energy infrastructure benefits fund. The bill requires 
the Maine Turnpike Authority to grant an easement to the Department of Transportation along the portion of 

Interstate 95 designated as the Maine Turnpike to allow its use as part of the Interstate 95 statutory coITidor and 

requires revenues generated from the use of the easement as part of the Interstate 95 statutory corridor be deposited 
in the energy infrastructure benefits fund. 

PARTB 

The bill requires all revenues collected in the energy infrastructure benefits fund be transferred to the Efficiency 
Maine Trust and used on a competitive basis to ensure a steady transition to energy independence and security for 
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the State. It requires the Efficiency Maine Trust, in the expenditure of these funds, to give preference to proposals in 

three specific categories related to energy efficiency for manufacturing entities; efficiency in heating and 
transportation; and the development of renewable resources. The director of the Trust is required to report annually 
on the use of the revenues from the fund. 

PARTC 

The bill requires the director of the Govemor1s Office of Energy Independence and Security, within the 
comprehensive state energy plan, to identify transmission capacity and infrastructure needs and recommend actions 

to support the new renewable energy generation. It also requires the director to advise state agencies regarding 
energy-related principles to be considered in conjunction with the sale, lease or allowance of use of state-owned land 
or assets for energy infrastructure development. 

The bill requires the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utpities and energy matters 
to review the implementation of the provisions of this bill during the First Regular Session of the !25th Legislature. 

In addition, it requires the Department of Transportation to report to the committee by January 15, 2011 regarding 
current and potential uses of abandoned railroad conidors for energy infrastructure development. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-809) 

This amendment makes the following changes to Pait A of the bill. 

1. It ~larifies the definition of 0 energy infrastructure. 11 It preserves the exclusion of generation interconnection 
transmission facilities and energy generation facilities from the definition, as in current law, and adds an exclusion 
for electric transmission and distribution facilities and energy transport pipelines that cross an energy infrastructure 
con·idor or are within a corridor for less than five 1niles. 

2. It modifies the composition of the Interagency Review Panel to incorporate four members of the public: one with 
expertise in energy and utilities, one with expertise in real estate or finance, one representing industrial or 
commercial energy consumers and one representing residential energy consumers. 

3. It modifies the provision in the bill regarding the participation of the Maine Turnpike Authority in the Interstate 
95 statutory conidor. The amendment requires the Maine Turnpike Authority to negotiate and enter into a 
metnorandum of agreement with the Department of Transportation to govern the conditions under which the 
authority will grant an occupancy agreetnent for use of the authority1s property as part of the corridor and it specifies 

requirements regarding the tenns of that memorandum of agreement. 

4. It clarifies and consolidates in one section of law the decision criteria to be used by the Interagency Review Panel 
and the Public Utilities Commission in evaluating and making decisions on energy infrastructure proposals. 

5. It adds language to prohibit the commission from designating a petitioned corridor in the Maine Turnpike. 

6. It clatifies the provisions governing the consolidated environmental permit issued by the Department of 

Environmental Protection for development within an energy infrastructure corridor. 

7, It adds language in the eminent domain provisions to treat energy transport pipelines consistently with 
transmission and distribution utilities. 

8. It adds a provision to designate certain transmission lines as 11high-impact electric transmission lines 11 and to 
require the Public Utilities Commission to review petitions for those lines using the same decision criteria that 

govern approval of energy infrastructure proposals in statutory corridors and petitioned corridors. 

9. It adds a provision to explicitly repeal the provisions regarding legislative review of corridor plans under Public 
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Law 2009, chapter 372, Part F, section 5. 

It makes the following changes to Part B of the bill. 

1. It amends the provisions regarding the disposition of revenues in the energy infrastructure benefits fund. In the 
bill, all such revenues are directed to the Efficiency Maine Trust. Under the amendment, 20% of the revenues are 
directed to a new Transportation Efficiency Fund to be administered by the Department of Transportation and used 

by the department to increase the energy efficiency of or reduce reliance on fossil fuels within the transportation 
system. The other 80o/o of the revenues is directed to the Efficiency Maine Trust for expenditure on energy 
efficiency initiatives and alternative energy resources initiatives. 

2. It adds 8: new provision that directs the Executive Department, Govemor1s Office of Energy Independence and 
Security to convene two working groups to examine and make recommendations regarding the use of revenues 
generated by energy infrastructure development in energy infrastructure corridors. One working group is designed 

to focus on the use of these funds for transportation efficiency initiatives and the other is designed to focus on the 
use of these funds for alternative energy resources initiatives. Each group is required to submit a report by March 1, 
2011. 

3. It adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

It makes the following changes to Part C of the bill. 

1. It amends the provision regarding advice to be provided to state agencies by the Director of the Governor's Office 
of Energy Independence and Security to ensure consistency with the amendments to Part A of the bill regarding the 
decision criteria for energy infrastructure development and the Maine Turnpike Authority. 

2. It clarifies that the required report from the Department of Transportation regarding current and potential uses of 
abandoned railroad corridors owned or controiled by the department for energy infrastructure development must be 
submitted to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters in 

addition to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publicl..ll.w 2009, ch!lpte:655 addresses energy infrastrucu;;edevelopmentand theestabllshmentof energy 
infrastructure corridors within the State. 

PART A 
.~ : :- -_ ·:. ---- . - '- "-: 

Pfuf A of th~ lawdesi~nates the Interstate 95 coiridor, the Interstate 295 corridor and the Searsport'Lo1·ing Corridor 

aS··.-':'s,t_atutOiy __ co~fidO-rs-'! .. 'aiid: continue·s_.a __ pfoce_s_S)n_:·c~elli l~w.ior -~e- deSiiuatiOil-.:?f·''.Petiti~n_ea_ -~_oITidoi-s"- by -
petiti~~to the Public Utilities Com1nission., It 9sta~lishes an ~terage~cy review P!ll1elto oversee the use of th.e 
staltltozy conid?rs .ii]cluding soliciting, accepting and evaluatmg proposals fm the useof the corri~ors .and it 
estaqlishes staµdllJ'<l~forapproval of propos'!!~ !oensureJhatthey~r~ ih the ]?n~-te~m best int.erest.s of!heSt~te; 

F~r _ep_er~ _i~Ji-~tln~e]l!_ojects--}Y)thin a -stci~t<:ny corri_d~t?_. i_freg)lires:pr_qj_ects_ t_o~ _o.b~afll_- a long-:_~e-tF _occuP~i~y_
a~ee!"ent with tq~lp.teragency Review Panel, a. conso!i~ated e11~mnentalP~IJllitfr01n the De~artmentof •• 

Envifon_~elltru __ ~r()!~~6,-0_1~_ ~d;·-i_f ihe.prOj,e~_tis;:aJtans111is~ip~J~~~---a 9~rt~~~t~:~f __ public __ conyenie~~~ .and ·Ilec~--~sltY 
from the PubliclJtiHties Comm!ssfon.· F()r e11~rgy infrasnyctureprojects within a petiti<med c9rridor;it req11ire~ 
proje~ts to og.tain a fonjd,or use certificate.~!" thef11bli5Utilities.Coill'!'ission, a consolidated .en~iromnentiil ..• 
pel'IJ)it .from the l)epartrnentofEnviromnental Protection ~nd, if !he project is .a trans111ission line, a certificate of 

public ~onv~ni?nce a!ld necessity ft()m the J{)mmis~i011. lt specifies ~at aµ energy infrastructureproposal m~y be 
approved by the. Interagency Jl.eview Panel or; the Pulilic Utiliti~ <:0111mission, as app~oJ-lriate, onlyjf !he proposal 

n1e~t~ c~rtain ~t:i!e~_a_.fe!~ted--10Jrans_mi-sSi9n -~pBOrtunities foti_~~s~~~e:e~ergy g_e,nerati~Il, _impacts_ ~n -~~ectric: rates ,~f
ather energy costs and.the long;tenn public interest of(he State. It also amends1:Jielaws governing the approval of• 
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~Iectrid·ti·ansrriission IJ1;es bY_the Public Utilities Coirimission to design3.te -2~rt:iin lines aS '_'high-i1npact electric 
~ans_IDi_s$ion lines" and to_ require the Collliliission to review petitions for such lines using the smne decision criteri'a 
that govern approval ofproposals to development energy infrastructure. within statutmy corridors and petitioned 

cOrridorS. 
~ . 

PartAofthe lawrequires the Maine Turnpike Anthority to negotiate and enter into a memorandum ofaweement 

witht!teJ)epartment of Transportation to govern the conditions under which the authority will grant an occupancy 
agreement for use of the authority's•prope1fy as part of the Interstate 95 corridor.andit specifies requirements 
reg'lfdingtheterms of.thatmemorandum of agreement. It also prohibits the Publicl)tilities Commission from 
designating a petitioned corridor in theMaine. Turnpike. 

It ills(> moves therepeal date for the energy infrastructure c01ridor laws forward.from July 30, 2011 to July 30, 2015 .. 

)C'ARTB. 

PartB of thelaw est~blishes an energy infrastructure b.enefits fund, which consists of any revenues derived from the 
1JSe ~f state-owned 1811d and assets, for energy infrastructure development. It provides that each fiscal year,. 20% of 
;he revenues .collected in the energyin:fi-astructure benefits fund be transferred to the. Transportation Efficiency Fund 
to be administered by the D.epartmetit of '.fransp01tation and us.ed by the department to increase the energy efficiency 

of ()r 11.lduc"' r~liance on fossil fuels within the transportation system. The other 80o/o of the revenues are transferred·· 
to the .Efficiency Maine Trust for expenditure on energy efficiency initiatives and .rutemative "'nergy resources 

initiati~'"· .·Th~ dire<)t9rof the .Trustis required .to report annually on the use of the revenues from the fundas part of 
the annurureport of the Trust. . 
;,_'.- -;_<--___ -,,_ __-.,_._ -

~ariB~fthe law also .directs the Executive Depaitment, Governor's Office of~nergy Independence and Security to 

Co~_~elletWo 'VOtlcirig,woUP-s t6 examme.--and make ~ecommelldatio_ns r~gardirig the use of revenues-generated- by __ 
energy infrastructure development in energy infrastructure corridors. One working group is designed to focus on the 

Use)Jf:these fuiids_:forJiffilsportation effipiency jnitiatives_ and .th~ .other is designed to fo~us on the use-of these fuiidS 
for 3Jtemative ene!gy resources initiatives. Each working group is required to submit a report by March l, 2011. 
'., <_-.-,--_<.;> 

i>~'l'c 

~art Coffue l~w, requii"es the director of the Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security as part of the 

:CC)ll1prehtnsi~_e:stai~ enel-gy pl:an--.to identifytransmi_ssion_ c~pacity and infrastructu~e·n:eeds-and recommen_d ~ctioiis 
to support the.new renewable c:nergy generation. It also requires the directorto advise state agencies regarding 

~µ~fgy~related priil,Ci_plCS; consist~nt with _the decisi'?n crit~ria _for energr infrastructure development; _to -b_e 
cOllsidered·_in c:Onj~ctjon with the sale, lease or allow_ance of use ofstate-owlled land or assets for energy 
infrastructure development. 

<')_c::<·, :--:";··.< "'.- . .': - - -

It:.e~uiresjheJofutstanding committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters to 
r~view fu,e implementation of the provisions of this bill during the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislat;ure. In 
addition, it~equires the Dep.artment of Transportation to. report to thejoint standing committees having jurisdiction 

over !rallBpO~ation matters an.d over utilities and energy matters by January 15, 2011 regai·ding current and potential 
uses of abandonedrailroad"corridors for energy infrastructure development. 
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An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Governor's Ocean 
Energy Task Force 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-500 

This bill implements the recommendations of the Governor's Ocean Energy Task Force. 

PART A 

Part A amends the Maine Wind Energy Act to articulate state policy regarding transition to electric power to meet 
Maine1s heating and transportation needs and recognize the key role of ocean wind and other renewable energy 
resources in accomplishing that transition over time; clarify that state policy encouraging siting of wind energy 
includes support for new transmission infrastructure needed to transport additional onshore and offshore wind 

energy to market; and establish the state goal of 8,000 megawatts of installed wind energy capacity, including 5,000 
megawatts of offshore wind power, by 2030. 

It authorizes the Public Utilities Commission, in issuing a certificate of public convenience and necessity for a 
transmission line that it has designated as an energy infrastructure corridor under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
35-A, section 122, subsection 2, to consider anticipated future growth in electric power demand in determining if 

such a line is needed to attain state wind energy goals for generating facilities located in coastal waters, to allow a 
transmission and distribution utility to construct and own such a line under specified circumstances and to allow the 
recovery of the reasonable costs of construction of such a line through electric rates under specified circumstances. 

It amends the Maine Waterway Development and Conservation Act to articulate that it is the policy of the State to 
suppo1i and encourage tidal power development at appropriate locations. 

It directs the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with the Public Utilities Commission, the 
Finance Authority of Maine and the Efficiency Maine Trust, if adequate funding is received, to develop a program 

that provides incentives for Maine homeowners and business owners to convert their fossil fuel-powered home 
heating systems to more efficient, less polluting electric-powered systems. 

It directs the Finance Authority of Maine, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Protection, the 
Public Utilities Commission and the Efficiency Maine Trust, to work to establish a moral obligation credit 

enhancement program to reduce financing costs of electric ratepayer-backed renewable ocean energy projects and 
projects for conversion to electric heating that do not pose a significant risk of :financial loss to the State and that 
will support the goals of assisting in the development of commercial-scale renewable ocean energy projects or the 
conversion of energy demand away from the use of oil and gas as a primary energy source. 

PUBLIC 615 

EMERGENCY 

It directs the Public Utilities Commission to conduct a competitive solicitation for proposals for offshore wind, tidal 
and wave energy produced by one or more projects employing generating facilities located in the State1s coastal 

waters or adjoining federal waters and authorizes the commission to negotiate a long-term contract with a technically 
competent generator for such energy if the contract terms would not have an unreasonable rate impact. 

It directs the Executive Department, Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security to amend the state 
energy plan to acknowledge the need for new transmission capacity to support attainment of state offshore wind 
energy generation goals. 

363 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

It directs the Maine Port Authority to assess and make a recommendation regarding acquisition of real estate near 
existing port facilities in the State needed to facilitate renewable ocean energy development opportunities. 

PARTB 

Part B amends the State's submerged lands leasing law to enact special provisions regarding renewable ocean energy 

projects, including clarification of the compatibility of such projects with public trust-related stewardship of 
submerged lands, fees for demonstration projects and further coordination of lease approval criteria and procedures 
with related state permitting requirements. 

It establishes the Renewable Ocean Energy Trust to protect and enhance the integrity of public trust-related 
resOurces and related human uses of the State1s submerged lands. Eighty percent of rental fees charged for leasing 
state submerged lands for renewable ocean energy projects, in addition to the State's share of federal revenues from 

leasing areas in federal waters for such projects, is deposited in the trust Twenty percent of the rental fees is 
deposited in the existing Shore and Harbor Management Fund. Funds from the trust would be provided to the 
Department of Marine Resources for specified resource enhancement and compensation purposes. 

It directs the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands to amend its submerged lands leasing rules to 
establish a rental fee schedule for leasing submerged lands for commercial-scale offshore wind and other renewable 

ocean energy projects. 

It specifies that such fees 1nust be commercially reasonable and balance state goals of assurance of fair 
compensation for use and mitigation of potential adverse effects on or conflict with existing uses of state-owned 

submerged lands with state wind and other renewable ocean energy-related goals. It specifies criteria that the bureau 
must consider in establishing these fees. 

It specifies that the rules must allow a developer of a renewable oCean energy project to enter into a power sales 

contract that, through reduced rates or otherwise, provides the electric consumers a portion of the rental fee and 
obligates the developer to provide monetary payment to the State for the remaining portion of the fee. 

PARTC 

Part C clarifies that a municipality may tax renewable ocean energy-generating machinery, equipment or related 
components located on state submerged lands that are installed within the boundaries of the municipality, as 

established by its legislative charter, prior to the effective date of this provision. The bill provides that, for purposes 
of this provision, there is a rebuttable presumption that the boundaries of a municipality in the coastal area do not 
extend below the mean low-water line on waters subject to tidal influence. 

It also clarifies that renewable ocean energy-generating machinery, equipment and related components that are in 
transit to be located in, on or above state submerged lands and are within the State on the first day of April of the 
applicable tax year are exe1npt from taxation. 

It also specifies that renewable ocean energy-generating machinery, equipment and related components that are 
located in, on or above state submerged lands in the unorganized territory are exempt from taxation and provides 

that the unorganized territory is not entitled to reimbursement for the tax exemption. 

PARTD 

Part D amends the definition of "unorganized and deorganized areas" in the laws governing land use regulation to 

inc:;lude, for the limited purpose of permitting community-based offshore wind energy projects and structures 
associated with resource analysis activities necessary for such intended projects, the siting of such projects and 
resource analysis structures. It defines "community-based offshore wind energy project,n which is the type of 
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small-scale offshore wind energy project subject to permitting by the Maine Land Use Regulation Co1nmission. It 
provides for permit processing timelines and procedures for a community-based offshore wind energy project that 

are the same as for an expedited wind energy development. 

It applies specific scenic character review criteria for a community-based offshore wind energy project consistent 

with the criteria for an expedited wind energy development and provides that an application for a community-based 

offshore wind energy project is exempt from review under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 685-B, 

subsection 4 to the extent the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission determines that review and findings are 

required under criteria specified in Title 12, section 1862, subsection 2, paragraph A, subparagraph (6). It provides 

for specific review criteria regarding noise control, shadow flicker and safety setbacks for a conununity-based 

offshore wind energy project. 

It requires the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission to adopt routine technical rules to allow an offshore wind 

power project and a community-based offshore wind energy project as uses requiring a permit, but not a special 

exception, in all applicable subdistricts and establishes the same on an interim basis. 

PARTE 

Part E makes several changes in the law regarding the issuance of permits for offshore wind power projects under 

the Natural Resources Protection Act and the site location of development law, and of pennits for tidal power 

projects under the Maine Waterway Development and Conservation Act. The bill: 

1. Provides that the Board of Environmental Protection may not assume jurisdiction over an application for any of 

those permits; 

2. Provides that, in reviewing an appeal of a permit decision by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection on 

an appliCation for any of those permits, the Board of Environmental Protection base its decision on the 

administrative record; 

3. Provides that the Commissioner of Environmental Protection may not request that the Board of Environmental 

Protection assume jurisdiction over an application for any of those permits; 

4. Provides that a person aggrieved by an order or decision of the Commissioner of Environmental Protection or 

Board of Environmental Protection regarding an application for any of those permits may appeal to the Supreme 

Judicial Court sitting as the law court; and 

5. Requires the commissioner to issue a decision on an application for an offshore wind power project or tidal 

power project within 185 days, or 270 days if the commissioner holds a hearing. This review period does not apply 

to a project1s associated facilities ifthe commissioner determines that such a review time is unreasonable due to the 

size, location, potential impacts, multiple agency jurisdiction or co1nplexity of that portion of the development. 

It adds offshore wind power projects subject to the Natural Resources Protection Act or the site location of 

development law and tidal power projects subject to the Maine Waterway Develop1nent and Conservation Act to the 

category of projects for which the Commissioner ofEnvirorunental Protection may contract for outside review 

services, at the applicant's expense, without the applicant1s consent. 

It amends the Natural Resources Protection Act to address offshore wind power projects as follows. 

1. It adds a definition of noffshore wind power project" to the Natural Resources Protection Act. 

2. It provides that in making a dete1mination under Title 38, section 480-D, subsection I concerning an offshore 

wind power project, the Department of Environmental Protection shall consider the project's effects on scenic 
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character and existing uses related to scenic character in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3452. 

3. It adds a provision to the standards of the Natural Resources Protection Act that addresses certain issues related 
to an offshore wind power project that does not also require a permit under the site location of development law. 

4. It amends a notification provision to provide that the Department of Environmental Protection may not review an 
application for an offshore wind power project without providing notice to the Maine Land Use Regulation 

Commission when the proposed development is within one mile of an area of land within the jurisdiction of the 
commission and notice to any municipality with land located within one mile of the proposed development. The 
Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and any municipality notified may provide comments within a reasonable 

period established by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the commissioner shall consider these 
co1nments. 

5. It provides that the Department of Environmental Protection shall issue all permits under the Natural Resources 

Protection Act for offshore wind power projects except for community-based offshore wind energy projects as 
defined in Title 12, section 682, subsection 19. 

It amends the site location of development law to address offshore wind power projects as follows: 

1. It provides that a permit is required pursuant to the site location of development law for an offshore wind energy 

project with an aggregate generating capacity of 3 megawatts or more. 

2. It adds a definition of 11offshore wind power projece' to the site location of development law. 

3. It provides that in making a determination regarding an offshore wind power project with an aggregate generating 
capacity of 3 megawatts or more, the Department of Environmental Protection shall consider the project's effects on 
scenic character and existing uses related to scenic character in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3452. 

4. It provides that an offshore wind power project with an aggregate generating capacity of 3 megawatts or more 

must avoid unreasonable shadow flicker effects, provide safety-related setbacks and provide significant tangible 
benefits, as required for a grid-scale wind energy development. 

5. It provides that an offshore wind power project with an aggregate generating capacity of 3 megawatts or more 

that is located entirely within an area subject to the jurisdiction of the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission is 
not exempt from the site location of development law unless it is a com1nunity-based offshore wind energy project. 

6. It provides that an offshore wind power project with an aggregate generating capacity of 3 megawatts or more is 
exempt from review under the existing use standard in Title 38, section 484, subsection 3 insofar as review is also 

required by the Department of Conservation under criteria specified in Title 12, section 1862, subsection 2, 
paragraph A, subparagraph (6), as dete1mined by the Department of Environmental Protection. 

It provides that the Department of Environmental Protection shall develop a permit by rule for offshore wind power 

project-related meteorological towers in coastal wetlands. 

PARTF 

Part F amends the Maine Waterway Development and Conservation Act to provide that the Department of 

Environmental Protection has statewide jurisdiction over wave power projects under that law. 

PARTG 

Part G expands the Public Utilities Commission1s existing authority to exempt real estate of an entity to which the 
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commission has issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity wholly or in part from a local ordinance to 
include real estate used for a renewable ocean energy project if, following public notice and comment, the 
commission determines the exemption reasonably necessary for public welfare and convenience. It also clarifies and 

limits the scope of a municipality's land use and zoning authority to promote consistency with pertinent state 
standards and requirements regarding offshore wind energy development. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~SOO) 

The amendment makes the following changes to Part A: 

I. It removes the provision in the bill that permits the Public Utilities Commission to determine there is a public 
need for a transmission line that is sized to serve anticipated future growth needed to attain state wind energy goals 
for generating facilities located in coastal waters; 

2. It removes the provision in the bill that requires a generator interconnection transmission facility that the Public 
Utilities Commission has designated as an energy infrastructure corridor under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
35-A, section 122, subsection 2 to obtain a certificate of public convenience and necessity fro1n the Public Utilities 
Commission and the provision that authorizes the commission to direct a transmission and distribution utility to 

construct and own such a line under certain circumstances and to allow the recovery of the reasonable costs of 
construction of such a line through electric rates; 

3. It amends a provision in the bill to clarify the legislative finding regarding the potential contribution of wind 
resources in the State and the Gulf of Maine over time to be used to reduce the State1s reliance on petroleum-based 
heating and transportation fuels; 

4. It removes the provision of the bill that articulates a state policy regarding transition to electric power to meet the 
State1s heating and transportation needs; 

5. It amends the provision in the bill regarding the encouragement of tidal power development to clarify that policy 

and adds language regarding the encouragement of wave power development; 

6. It removes the provision in the bill that directs the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with 
the Public Utilities Commission, the Finance Authority of Maine and the Efficiency Maine Trust, if adequate 

funding is received, to develop a program that provides incentives for Maine homeowners and business owners to 
convert their fossil fuel-powered heating systems to more efficient, less pol.luting electric-powered systems; 

7. It removes the provision in the bill that directs the Finance Authority of Maine, in consultation with the 
Department ofEnviromnental Protection, the Public Utilities Commission and the Efficiency Maine Trust, to 
develop a moral obligation credit enhancement program to reduce the financing costs of electric ratepayer-backed 
renewable ocean energy projects and projects for conversion to electric heating; 

8. It amends the provision in the bill regarding long-term contracts for offshore wind and tidal energy projects. It 
directs the Public Utilities Commission to conduct a competitive solicitation for long-term contracts to supply 
capacity, energy and renewable energy credits from deep-water offshore wind energy pilot projects and tidal energy 
demonstration projects and authorizes the commission to direct a transmission and distribution utility to enter such a 
long-term contract if certain requirements are met by the supplier and the commission takes certain actions to 

mitigate the risks to ratepayers, including the development of an ocean wind green power offer; and 

9. It amends the provision in the bill that requires the Executive Department, Governor's Office of Energy 

Independence and Security to examine and malce recommendations related to long-term contracts for energy 
produced by other renewable ocean energy projects. 

The amendment makes the following changes to Part B: 
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1. It amends the provision regarding an application for a renewable ocean energy project under the submerged lands 

leasing program to require that the Department of Marine Resources be included in joint interagency preapplication 

meetings for a lease or easement and to require that the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the 

Department of Conservation provide notice to the Marine Resources Advisory Council and any lobster management 

policy council in whose or within three miles of whose designated lobster management zone the proposed renewable 

ocean energy project is located; and 

2. It amends the provision regarding the Renewable Ocean Energy Trust to clarify that 80% of rental payments for 

wind energy demonstration projects and tidal energy demonstration projects are deposited in the trust. 

The amendment removes all provisions contained in Part C of the bill regarding the taxation of renewable ocean 

energy-generating machinery, equipment or related components located in, on or above state submerged lands or in 

transit to be located in, on or above state submerged lands and, instead, replaces those provisions with a requirement 

that the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services by November 1, 2011 

provide an analysis of the tax treatment and exemption of such renewable ocean energy-generating machinery, 

equipment or related components to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

taxation matters and over utilities and energy matters. 

The amendment makes the following changes to Part D: 

I. It amends the definition of "community-based offshore wind energy project," which is the type of small-scale 

offshore wind energy project subject to permitting by the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission, to establish an 

absolute capacity limit of 3 megawatts; 

2. It clarifies the provision regarding the decision criteria for the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and the 

Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands in making decisions regarding community-based offshore 

wind energy projects; 

3. lt clarifies that a community-based offshore wind energy project does not have to meet the 11significant tangible 

bene:fits 11 requirement that is applicable to grid-scale wind energy projects. 

The amendment makes the following changes to Part E: 

1. It amends the provisions in the bill regarding permits for offshore wind power projects under the Natural 

Resources Protection Act and the site location of development laws and permits for tidaJ power projects under the 

Maine Waterway Development and Conservation Act. The bill proposes to extend to all such permits the provisions 

of law governing expedited wind energy developments relative to the Board of Environmental Protection's 

jurisdiction and appeal procedures, including the ability to appeal directly to the law court, decision timeline and 

outside reviewers. The amendment, instead, extends those provisions of law governing expedited wind energy 

projects only to offshore wind energy demonstration projects and tidal energy demonstration projects; 

2. lt clarifies the provision regarding the decision criteria of the Department of Environmental Protection and the 

Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands in making decisions regarding offshore wind power 

projects; and 

3. It amends the provision regarding notice to be provided by the Department of Environmental Protection prior to 

review of an application for an offshore wind energy development to require notice to the Maine Land Use 

Reguration Commission when the proposed development is within three miles, rather than one mile, of an area of 

land within the jurisdiction of the commission and notice to any municipality with land located within three miles, 

rather than one mile, of the proposed develop1nent and to add a requirement for notice to any municipality in which 

associated facilities of the development are proposed. 
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In Part G of the bill, the amendment removes the provision that establishes certain requirements regarding the scope 
and application of municipal land use standards in relation to state standards and requirements for offshore wind 
energy development. 

The amendment amends the bill to add Part H, which includes an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi; Law 2009, chapter 61.5 iillpl~ihentsrecomiuendafi~ns of the Governor's Ocean EnergyTa~kForceo •· 

PART.A 

~art A =ends. the Maine Wind Euerg)T Act to articulate the potential, ;,~er time, for Te.!)ewable energy resource.s in . 
th~ Stat~ and in !heGulfoft"1aine fo provi~e enol!gh e11ergy to red~ce the State'~ reliance on oil and 
liqllid:p"tr()leum.heating ~yst~Il1S and .petrol~um-fueled motor vehicl.,s; to clarify thatstatep<\lic:y enC()uragi~g sitil1g 
o~~i.1/d energy i~cludes support for new transil1issioninfrastructureneededto lJ'ansport '1dditioJ1al onshere and . 
offsh?rewindenergy.to mruket; .and estabHsh the state goal.~f s,9oomegawatts ofinstalled wi11d energy capacify, 

incltid~g 5,000 megawatts of offsho~wind pow~r, by.2030; Ital.so "Illendsthe.Maine 'Vaterway Development and·· 
Consery~tion Act to articulate that it is. the p()licy of the state to suppo1t aµd encourage tidal and wave power 
aevelopmenl at appropriate locations. . . .. 

it~gu~es~XP~blic Utili~~s Co~iion jl1 <!efei~g public need with respect loissµance of a.certificate ()f 
Pu_hl_ic: __ C()~veiiienp~ a~d- lle~eSs_JtY'.;f~{ a)ransmi's-~ion,-:1itie--:ft>_ ~-O_IlSjder ,-:_~mong'·~~-er things, ·-ren~wab1e_·-_energy 
generati~n goals, · ·· · · · 

--- >---- -_; /;'. - :,- ·-_, 

Iidirec'Ath~ Public Utilities (;om,Il1i~sion. to c?nduct ac9l)lpetitive soli~itation forfong-term Contracts to supply.·. 
ca£acity, ;ne,rgy and r~newable energy credits. from deep-w!lter offshore wind energy pilot projects and tidal enersx 

~-emol1s~~~o?_-_p~_:oJect$ :.ftnd -~~th-~rize$ ·-t!1e-~o~is_si~n_to:direct _aJransJ])_iss_i?~ -~nd_-di_s°-1butio~ utilitY, to enter 
1o~g~t~rrll--cantr~ct_ if c_eitai,n_--re9lJirelil.e:1?:ts_ -~ n1_etby tll_~ -~uvPli~r :3!1~-,fll~ ·_coili_Illissi9~ tak:~s 9ertain _actions-to 
mitigate the.risks to ratepayers, including the developm,e11t.of an ocean wind green power offer. . ,,. ____ ,_ -- ··.-.",',' , -_-,- . ____ ,- - -· - ----- - - ,"_- '," - __ - ___ .--

I!dire,ctsill6 ~Ji~butiye Depai~euJ,G?vemor's Offlc.e .ofEnergyTndependence ·andSecuritYioil1alce·a 

recoll11!)~ndatio11to.thejointstan@J~.c91umitteeofthe.Legislature hamgjurisdi9tio11overutility·an·d energy 

m.ll!t•rs ~~garding t~1nis and'."111ditionsforJong,tem1 contracts wi!h re11ewable oc~an energy p"?jects.other th.an 
<leep,w~teroffshorewind ener~pilptprojects and tidal energy demonstration projects, It also.directs the 
Goye!')lor's()ffice of Energy Independenc~and Security to amend the State~ergy plan to ackilowledge the ne.edfor 
n~_w tr.in_s~ssi_on · e:apacity to s~pport--~ttai:nment _of.the Stat~'_s-offshor~.- ~ind energy genefatio_n goals; -

It<lirest .. the MainePortAuiho~ity to assessalld make a r,econunel\dation regardingacquisiti~: of real ~state near 
existing port facilities.inthe state needed to facilitate renewable o!'•an energy development opportunities, .. ·. 

PARTB 

part B aineJidS th~ ~tale's sri~~erged lands '1easinJl..l•w tq en~ct special provisions regarding renewable ocean energy 
projects, including darification of,ihe compa~bility of suchprojectswith public trust-relate<l stewardship of 

~ubm,erged lands, f~es for deillonstraiion projects and further coo,dination oflease approval criteri~ and procedures 

witlJ.related~tatepe1mittingrequi'.eil1ents ... Itrequir~.sthattheDepartmentofMarine Resourc:esbe included in joint 
inten>ge~cy preapplication i11eetmi;s for ale.ase or easement for a renewabl9 ocean en<Jrgy project and reqllires that 
the Dir~ctor of t!)e Bureau of Parks. and Lands within the Department of Conservation provide notice to the Marine 
Resources Adyisory Council and any lobster management policy council in whose or within three miles of whose 

designated !Obste,mariagementione the l'roposed renew!\bleocean ener~proje~t is located, 
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It e.stablis.lws the ~l1ewable Ocean.Energy Trustto protect an.d enhance the integrity of public trust-related 
resources and relatedhumaI1 uses of the State's submerged lands. Eighty percent ofrental fees charged for leasing 
state submerged lands for renewable ocean energy. projects, including wind energy demonstration projects and tidal 
energr, demonstration projects, in additionto the State's share of federal revenues from leasing areas in federal 
waters for such projects, is deposited in the trust. Twenty percent of the rental fees is deposited in the existing Shore 
and Harbor Management Fund. Funds from the trust would. be provided to the Department of Marine Resources for 
specitiCd rCSoufCe enhancemellt-and comp_enSation purposes. 

It dinicts the Department ofConservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands to amend its submerged lands le.Sing rules to 
establish. a rental fee schedule fer leasing submerged lands for commercial-scale offshore wind and other renewable 
ocean ~ne1-gy•projects. •It specifies that such fees must be commercially reasonable and balance state goals of 
a:sstiranCe ~f fair --compensat16ll- for uSe aµd n1itigatiori of Potentia1 adverse effects on or conflict with _existing uses Of 
state-ownedsub1Ilergedlands with statewind and other renewable ocean energy-related goals. It specifies criteria 
that the bureau must 9onsider in establishing these fees. 

~t specifiesthattlte r~les :inust allow a developer of a renewable ocean energy project to enterinto a power sales 
coptt·ac!,that,tbrough r~duced ra!'s or otherwise, provides the electric consumers a portion of the rental fee and 
obligates thedeveloper to provide monetary paymentto the State. for the remaining portion of the fee. 

PARTC 

Part Crequires thaithe Depaiiment of Adnlinisttative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services by 
Nove1Iloer 1,2011 pmvide aI1analysis of the taxtreatnient and exemption of such renewable o.cean 
energyCgenerating 1Ilachlnery, equipment or related components to the joint standing committees of the Legislature 
havingjm'isdiCtiqll over_,taxation"';fliatters -~nd __ overiltilities and energy matters. . 

PARTD 

P~~:;n··_~nend$Jhe-d_~firii_ti~11--of_ "unor~aniz~ aild deorganiZ~d areas1'-in the laws gove1ning Iruid use reguiatiOn-t() 
include, for the limited purpose of permitting community-based offshore wind energy projects and.structures 

iis_~qciat~d-:~ith-i_es~llrc~-;~-~ys,is,_~Ctivitie_s neceSs'aiy for su_ch intended piojectS,_ the-siting o-:(SuCh proje_cts and 
respurc~ analysis8ctruc~res. Itdefines."community-based offsh?re.wind energy project,'' :which is the type of 
small-scale· offshore wind energy project subject to pennitting by the Maine Land.Use Regulation Commission. It 
provides fo~perniitpr~~essingtimelines and procedures for a community' based offshore wind energy project that . 
. are the same as f.,;. an expedited win<! energy devefopment. . 

~ ~ - -· -~- - ---·-· 

It~ppli;s specifidsqenfocharacter review criteria for a community-based offshore wind energy project consistent 
with the crjteriafo! .~n expedited wind energy development and provides that an application for a community-based 
offshore ,,_;ind energy:projec(is exempt from revi~w u.nder the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 685-B, 
~ub~e~tion 4totheextent tlt~Maine Land UseRegulatio~ Commission determines that review and findings are 
required under cri~eria specified inTitle 12,section 1862, subsection 2, paragraph A, subparagraph ( 6). It provides 
for sp~cific mdew criteri~ regarding noise control, shadow flicker and safety setbacks for a community~based 
offshore wind energy proje<;t. . 

. -- - - - - . 
::~:-:. -. -: -- - ------- - -- -- -

!tfeq~irestheMaineLandTJse Regulation Commi.ssion to adopt routine technical rules to allow an offshore win.d 
power project "1)da community,based offshore wind energy project as uses requiring a permit, but110t a special 
eX:ception_, :.in ·au ~pplic~1-~---SubdiStficts aiid eStabiishes the -same-on an interim basis. 

PART.fl 

:Part Emakes several changes in the laws regarding the issuance of a general pennit for offshore wind energy 
demonstration projects under the Natural Resources Protection Act and the site location of development law, and the 
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i;~~illl:ce of~· g~nl;'.t~ -Pe1mii for tidal energy de~on~t~~tio~ project~:-~~-d~~-_fue Mai~~W_aterwaY DeveloPment ~d 
Conservation Act. The law: 

1. ,Provid~s th~tthe Board of Envirorunental Protection may not assume jurisdiction over an application for those 
generalpermits; 

~.-.--:~rovide_s tliat,-jn.reV_iewing_fill_-appeal of:a permit decision by the_ Com1nissioner ofEnvirOnmental Protection on 
an application forthose-general-perm_its~_the Board of Environmental Protection base its decision on the 
adniinistrative record. 

3. •Provides that the Commissioner ofEnvirorunental Protection may not request that the Board ofEnviromnental 
Prote-Ction:ass_tjme jtirisdiCtiOn over.an application for those gerieral permits. 

~.>.Pi:0:\11des i~~t_a-person ag'~iev_~d by an order or decision ofthe·-~ojnmissioner OfEilvironmental Protection· or 
Board ~fEnvirorunental Protection r~garding an appliqation for those general permits may appealto the Supreme 
Judici.al .Court sitting·as th.e law court. · 

- --- . 
It_ ~e~-~ifesJ~~,com_~1issioner:_i6_iSsue a -~e9iSion on an _ap_plicatio_n-fOr an offshore wind power project_ or tidal power 
project within 185 days or, if the commission holds a hearing, within 270 days •. This review period does not apply to 
a-p~?:j~:7i1s-_as~O·c_i~!_ed __ fclcilities if the commissioner deteimines that such a review time is unreasonab_Ie du_e to the 
size,lo(:l)ti9n, potential iJnpaets, multiple agency jurisdiction or complexity of that portion of the development. 

ltad~~1ffshoreV{lndj>owerprojects subject to theNatural Resources Protection Act or the sitelocation of 
de\'~lopmentJaV<' andtidal power projects subject to the Maine Wate1way Developmentand Conservation Act to the 
cat:~go,ry __ o/_pl'Oj_~c~_for.Which the Collllnissi9ner of Environmental P1:otection may co_ntract for-_outside review 
serVic~s, at-ih_e-applicant'~ expen~e,-withoutthe applicant's collsent. 

It amends the Nattiral~s9urces Protection Act to address offshore wind power projects as follows. 
~-\--_-_ '.,- ·<.-:_<- ", - < 

1; It~dds ~ defulition of "offshore wind power project." 
'.---- ---<-.--.. · ·.· .. < .. ·.·.·. 

f. Iiprovi~es~h.atfu making adete1mination under Title 38, section 480-D, subsection 1 concerning an offshore 
,wind}P:"V<'e~· prpject, the pepartment ofEnviromnental Protection shall consider the project's. effects on scenic 
char,aC!~_r -~-~d _e_~~tins:-~s~S- relate_d t6 scenic character in_ accordance with Title 3_5-A, section 3452. 

s,it a<ids a proVisiorrlo th~ standards of the Natural Resources Protection Act that addresses certain issues related 
to.an offshore wind po)"erproject tl1at does not also require a pe1mit under the s.ite location of development law. 

t.I{a.;Je~~s"a:notificationprovisionto provide thatthe Department of Environmental Protection may not review an 
applicatio~.foran offshorewind power project without providing notice to the Maine Land Use Regulation 
C9m.missio~Vl'henthepr?posed development is within three miles of an area ofland within the jurisdiction of the 
co1nlllission. and notice to !'fiY municipality with land located within three miles of the proposed development and to 
anymunicipalityinwhich associated facilities are.located. The Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and any 
municip"1itynotifiedmay proVide comments within a reaso.nable period established by the Commissioner. of 
EriVirQhm~iiia.1 PiotCction· arid -tl:ie-comntlssioner shall consider these comments. 

5; It pro~ides tbattheDeparlment ofEnvirorunental Protection shall issue all permits under the Natural Resources 
Protec;(ion Act for offshoft! wind power projects except for community-based offshore wind energy projects as 
defined In Title 12, section682, subsection 19. 

It arne1lds the site location cir d<:velopment law to. address offshore wind power projects as follows. 
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1. 1{.p;~Vi~~s-that a·p~~·mit i~--~~q~f~~d-pillSuant-1~-fue ~ite locati~~~i-d~~~lopment 18.w i~~ ~n offshore wind _erlerIDr 
proje~t with an aggregate generating ·capacity of3 megawatts or more and adds a definition of "offshore wind power 

project" to_the·site locatiO:i:t of_developriientlaw. 

- . -- . ' 
2. It provides thaHn making a determination regarding an offshore wind power project with an aggregate generating 

capacity·'Of_3 __ :;n_eg~Watts_:or_ffiore; the_Department ofEnv_ironmerital Protection sha!I_-consider the project's effects On 
sce_nic characte~_-and -existing uses related to scenic character in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3452. 

3; Ifprovjdesthalanoffshore wind power project with an aggregate generating capacity of3 megawatts or more 

must avoidlJ1l:eas?nable shadow flicker effects, provide safety-related setbacks and provide significant tangible 
benefits; as required for a grid-scale wind energy development 

4.. It pr0vides that an .offshore wind power project with an aggregate generating capacity of3 megawatts or more 

that is l~c~ted entirely within ~n area subject to the jurisdiction of the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission is 
not exempt :from the site location of development law unless it is a community-based offshore wind energy project. 

5/It pr6vides,that an. otfuhore wind power projectwith an aggregate generating capacity of 3 megawatts or more is 
~~empt_fr~_ajxeVieW-_Uriderth_e eiiStjng- use-Standard 'in Title 38~ section 484, subsectiori 3 insofar as review is also 
required, by the,D~parllllent of Conservation under criteria specified in Title 12, section 1862, subsection 2, 
paragraph A, subparagraph ( 6), as determined by the Department ofEnviroD111ental Protection. 

ft ptovides tllafthe Department of EnviroD111ental Protection shall develop a permit by rule for offshore wind power 

project-r~lated meteorological towers in coastaJwetlands. 

PARTF 

Part!' llmends tlie.JV!aine Waterway Development and Conse1vation Act to provide that the Department of 
Envi1pnmental Protection h~s- statewide jurisdiction over wave power projects .under that law. 

PAR'J'G 

PartG expands the Public Utilities Commission's existing authority to exempt real estate of an entity to which the 

¢0~i-~~io!l_ ha~:._j$_sued __ a __ ~ertificate of p11blic convenience _and necessity_ whOlly or _in part from a local ordinance to 
incl~de ___ !t!~ ~sUite u_s_~~_-for_-a ren~able _9,~e~1_ energy project if, following public notice and comment,_the 
:OOm:r11i_s~i-~ll d~t~~m~es the:exemption_~eason,ably necessary for public welfare and convenience. It also cl8rifies and 
limits the sco~e o~ a municipality's land use standards to promote consistency with pertinent state standards and 

requirements regafding offshore wind energy development. 

PARTH 

Part}:l establishes th~ Ocean Ern,rgy Fund within the Department of Marine Resources for the expenditure of funds 

fro111.the Renewable:Ocean Energy .Trust. 

P~blic Law 2009; chapter 615, was en.acted as an emergency measure effective Apiil 7, 2010. 
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An Act Relating to the Recommendations of the Office of Program 
Evaluation and Government Accountability Regarding Emergency 
Communications Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-806 

This bill implements the recomm~ndations for Jegislative action found in the report on emergency communications 

in Kennebec County submitted by the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability. 

PUBLIC 617 
EMERGENCY 

Part A requires the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Services Communications Board (ESCB), with respect 

to public service answering points (PSAPs} to develop uniform standards and protocols for emergency dispatching; 

develop compliance and quality assurance and improvement programs; monitor PSAP compliance with standards 
and protocols; fund training programs and provide materials relating to the adoption of fire and law enforcement 

dispatch standards and protocols as well as continuing education programs related to standards and protocols, quality 

assurance practices, supervisory and management practices and other topics as appropriate for achieving compliance 

with ESCB rules or recertification requirements. It also requires the ESCB to make training offered to the public 

safety answering points available to entities providing only dispatch services on a fee basis; it allows the bureau to 

defray trainin.g costs for those entities ifthere are sufficient funds available in the E-911 Fund to do so. 

Part B transfers the responsibility for establishing rates paid by political subdivisions for PSAP and dispatch services 

provided by the Department of Public Safety to political subdivisions from the Public Utilities Commission to the 

Maine Communications System Policy Board within the Department of Public Safety. It requires the Maine 

Communications System Policy Board to examine various methodologies for setting those fees and to make 

recommendations on any changes in methodologies to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by 

January 31, 2011. It authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to submit a bill to implement 
the recommendations. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-806) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment: 

I. Modifies the makeup of the Maine Communications System Policy Board to provide that the 3 municipal 

members are nominated by a statewide municipal association. It removes the requirements that these members must 

represent towns of specific sizes and be participants in the cooperative use of the Department of Public Safety1s 

communications systems; 

2. Removes the authority of the Public Utilities Commission to establish the fees that must be paid by political 

subdivisions for public safety answering point services and dispatch services provided by the Department of Public 

Safety. It gives this authority to the Maine Communications System Policy Board and directs the board to set fees 

based on the department1s incremental costs of providing such services to political subdivisions; 

3. Directs the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Services Communications Bureau to develop and implement 

a quality assurance program to audit and monitor compliance with emergency dispatching standards, practices and 

procedures of public safety answering points; 

4. Authorizes the use of the E-9-1-1 fund to support legislatively authorized supervisory positions relating to 

emergency dispatch and E-9-1-1 call-taking services provided by the Department of Public Safety until June 30, 

2011; 
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5. Modifies the E-9-1-1 surcharge that is currently scheduled to increase to 52 cents on July 1, 2010 to provide that 
it increases to 45 cents instead; 

6. Corrects a conflict created when Public Law 2009, chapter 400 repealed the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25, 
section 2927, subSection 1-B and enacted related provisions in Title 25, section 2927, subsections 1-E and 1-F, and 
chapter 416 amended Title 25, section 2927, subsection 1-B. The conflict is corrected by repealing Title 25, section 
2927, subsection 1-B and incorporating the changes to rates made by Public Law 2009, chapter 416 in Title 25, 
section 2927, subsections 1-E and 1-F. The cotTections are applied retroactively to January 1, 2010, the effective 
date of Public Law 2009, chapter 400. The modification of the surcharge on prepaid wireless telecom1nunications 
service that will take effect on July 1, 2010 is exempted from a provision of law that provides that a change in that 
surcharge does not take effect until 60 days after enactment of the change; and 

7. Adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 6i 7: 
_. ------ ' 

1, J'.10.difiesthe ma.kehp;,fthe Maine C:ommunic~tions System Policy B?ard topr?vide\hatth~ ~ee municipal 
members are ll~minat~d by a st~tewide1n1Jllicipal assocfation. ItJ""e111oves the requirements t~at thes.e me!J1bers !tlu;( 
repl"esent 1owns of specific sizes and be participants in the "cooperative use of the Department of Public Safety's 
co.1.ntlluriiCatiO.ns· SysteffiS; 

---_'-::-:-_: --,, - /<-__ - -,_- --

2 .. RelJ1ove~ the authority of the PublicUtiliti<:sConnnissiimto establishthe.fee~that must be paid by political 
.subdiyisio1:i5Jor p~blic safeq' answe1ing point services and dispatch.semces proyided by the Department of Publi9 
Safety. It gives this authority to the Maine Communications System Policy Board and directs the board to set fees 
baSed on_-the-dep~~ent1s-Jp6re·Iri"elltal coSiS--of P~Viding SuCh_ serYices to_jJQlitica1 s-ubdiViSidris; 

- . :-:,, ___ - - - :_>---,_ .-- ._-:_,_ ', '-_· ', --- ·-·:: -

3 .•.. ·Directs. the PublicUti!iti~s Com!11issiori, Emergency Servic~s, pommnnications Bureatrto 4evel9p and .impfolJ1enl: 
a quality ~surance Pl"()g~~l:q audit .and monitor complillllce.with emergency dispatching standards, practicesand · 
proce(!ures ~fpublic safety answeting points; ... 
' __ -_.-~-"- - ' - - ,'>;_:-- - - _,. _-/-' - "· - >-_ -

4 .. ·A11thorizes the nse l>rtiieE-9·1-l filnd!o. suppmt lefilslatively autl1orizedsupervis?ry positions r~latjng to.•. 
ernerge!lcy dispatch and E-9~1: 1 call-taking ser\'ic"s providect by the I)epartme11t of, Public Safety until June 30, . 
2011; 

- - -/":: -- .-:- -<-". : -- - - - -.<. - __ ;._' '<< - -- -

~- Modifies the E~9-l-l s~~harge thatfs currently schedul~dfoi11crea$e to 52 C:eni; on JuJY l, 2010fo provide that 

6.C~rrecJ~donflictc:eated wheJ\ Public Law 2009, chapter 400 repealed t.he Mai~~ R.evi~ed Statutes, Title 25, 
secti9n 292/, subsec~OJ) 1,B and enacted relatedproyision~ inTitle25, section 2927, subsectionsj-E and 1-F, and. 
chapter ~16arnended Tine25, se~tio'n2927; subsection l-B, . T])e conflict is ?9rrected by repealing 'J'itle 25, section 
2927; su]Jsection 1-Il:and in<:<>rporatingth: chang°'s to rates made by Publ.icLaw2009, chapte'.416inTitle25, 
secti?n 2927 ;subsections 1 cE.and ]'F . .The correctiqns are applied retroacti"ely to Januiuy ! , 2010, t!J" effective 
date.of P~bli~Law 20~9,chapt~r 400 ... Themodificatimi ?f the surcharge o~.p~epaid wfreles~ telecol11"1unications 
service that will take effect on Julyl, 2010 is ~xempted.fro'll .~provision ()flaw that proyides fbat a change in that 
surcharge.does not take effect until 60 days after enactment of the change. 

' __ ,: _-- - __ --; 

PubJid Law2oo9, chapter 6.17 was enacted as an emerge1l~y m~asure effective April 7, 2010. 
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LD 1828 Resolve, Regarding Emergency Communications Services 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RESOLVE196 
EMERGENCY 

This resolve is reported by the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy pursuant to Public Law 2009, 
chapter 219. This resolve: 

I. Establishes a legislative finding that the recommendations contained in the January 2010 Report for Optimum 
PSAP Reconfiguration Assessment, known as "the Kimball report," are reasonable and that a plan for implementing 

those recommendations should be developed; 

2. Directs the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Services Communication Bureau to establish a plan for 

achieving the 15 to 17 public safety answering point configuration proposed in the Kimball report and directs the 
bureau to examine the various issues raised in the Kimball report as it develops the plan; and 

3. Directs the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Service Communication Bureau to submit its plan, together 

with any recommendations relating to the plan, including draft legislation to implement any recommendations for 

changes to law, to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by November 1, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve.2009, chapter 196: 

l; Establi~hes 11legislative fllldi~gthafth~ recommehdationscoht~illed ·in ~he January 2010 Report for. · 
()Ptii/ium PSAP Reconpguration ,Assessment, knOWIJ as "t~e Kimball report,'' are reasonable and that a pl8Jl 
for iriiplementillgthose recommendations shouldbe deyeloped.; . · 

2. pir;ci~tlie~hbHl~tilitfos C~iii!IJissfo~,Emerg~rtcy_ Services .coJIJll1u?ication Bureau to establish ~ p1an for •.. 

achieving the 15;to 1.~PJIJ:>lic Sf!f~l)' answeri~g p0int.confi$Uration p~oposedin the J<llnball report and directs• 
the bllreall to examille th;, various.issues raised in the Kimbal.I report as it develops the plan; and 

-._._><-: ..... ··._··.:::.---;: __ .:;:_---.;;>._. ____ .- -~ ·-:_::. __ .... __ .- ' ·'..·'·:·····; ' •' :<,_·" 

3, • Pirectsthe·~~blfo UfilfoesCommissi9IJ,,)".~ergencyServiceCom!Ilunlcatipii ~ureahfo.~ubmit i~ pl~n, 
logeth~rwith ~11yrecofl/Jll~IJdati9n~ relating !othe plan, i11cludillg draftlegi~l~tionto irnple~entany · >< • 
recornmendationsforchangestolaw; to the Joint Standing.Co~mittee on T..[tiljties and Ener~ by l\1ovember. 1, 
2010~ 

'.:·_.-.- :::. __ .-·:,::." 

Resol~e 2009, ch,.pter 196 w~ ffuaj,ly passed as an emergency measure effective Apfi! 1, 2010. 
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11 

3 
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0 
0 
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87 
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0 

87 
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93 
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9 
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"lo of Comm 0/o of All 
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c. Biiis Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 100.0% 7.7°/o 
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Ill. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS 

Summary of Committee Actions 

% of Comm 
BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activit:i'. 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bi/ls referred and voted out 9 75.0% 

Bills Cgrried Over from grevious session ~ 25.0n/o 
Total Bills referred 12 100.0o/o 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 O.Oo/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 12 100.0% 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0% 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0% 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 0.0% 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 0.0°/o 
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Committee's 

COMMITIEE REPORTS Number Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 0 O.Oo/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 3 25.0% 
Leave to Withdraw 0 0.0% 
Ought Not to Pass § 50.0% 
Total unanimous reports 9 75.0o/a 

B. Divided committee reports 
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Four-way reoorts Q 0.0% 
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Total committee reports 12 100.0% 
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%ofComm 
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% of Comm 
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Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0% 
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Three-way reporls 0 0.0% 
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0.0% 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

Summary of Committee Actions 

I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED 

A. Bills referred to Committee 

Bills referred and voted out 

Bills Carried Over from previous sessjon 
Total Bills referred 
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Three-way reports 
Four-wav reoorts 
Total divided reports 

Total committee reports 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 
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Public Records Exceptions 

D. Biiis vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 
Vetoes sustained 
Held by the Governor 
Total 

19 

~ 
22 

2 

24 

0 
0 
Q 
0 

Number 

6 
10 

0 
1 

20 

3 
1 
Q 
4 

24 

Number 

0 
11 

0 
4 
Q 

15 

2 
0 
Q 
2 

0 

0 
0 
Q 
0 

0/o of Comm 
Activity 

79.2o/o 

12.5°/o 
91.7o/o 

8.3°/o 

100.0% 

0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

0/o of this 
Committee's 

Reports 

25.0°/o 

41.7% 
O.Oo/o 

16.7°/o 
83.3% 

12.5% 
4.2% 
0.0% 

16.7°/o 

100.0°/o 

N/A 

%ofComm 
Bills/Papers 

0.0% 
45.8% 

0.0°/o 
16.7% 

0.0% 
62.5% 

100.0'% 
0.0°/o 
o.0°1o 

100.0°/o 

0.0°/o 

0.0°/o 
0.0°/o 
0.0% 
0.0°/o 

o/o of All 
Bills/Papers 

4.5o/o 

0.7o/o 
5.2% 

0.5% 

5.7°/a 

0.0°/o 
0.0°/o 
0.0°/o 
o.oo;., 

%of All 
Committee 

Reports 

1.4°/o 

2.4°/o 
O.Oo/o 
1.0% 
4.8% 

0.7°/o 
0.2°/o 
0.0% 
1.0% 

5. 7°/o 

NIA 

%ofAll 
Bills/Papers 

0.0°/o 
2.6°/o 
0.0°/o 
0.9% 
0.0% 
3.5o/o 

9.1% 
0.0%1 
0.0°/o 
9.1°/o 

O.O°!o 

0.0°/o 
0.0°/o 
0.0°/o 
0.0% 

Nole: A committee vote on a bill is not Included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 

1241h Legislature, Second Regular Session 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Summary of Committee Actions 

'%of Comm %.of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Actlvlt:i Bills/Paeers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 31 81.6°/o 7.3% 

Bills Carried Over from g_revious session § 1 15.8%1 1.4% 
Total Bills referred 37 97.4o/o 8.7o/o 

B. Biiis reported out by law or joint order and 2.6o/o 0.2o/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 38 100.0o/o 9.0o/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 

"lo of this 0/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 4 10.5°/o 1.0'% 
Ought to Pass as Amended 13 34.2o/o 3.1% 
Leave to Withdraw 1 2.6°/o 0.2% 
Ought Not to Pass ~ 23.7°/o 2.1% 
Total unanimous reports 27 71.1o/o 6.4% 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 11 28.9%1 2.6% 
Three-way reports 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Four-wav reoorts Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total divided reports 11 28.9% 2.6% 

Total committee reports 38 100.0% 9.0°/o 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 19 N/A N/A 

o/oofComm %of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers 

A Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public laws 14 36.8% 3.3% 
Private and Special Laws 1 2.6% 0.2% 
Resolves 8 21.1% 1.9% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0%) 0.0% 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 23 60.5°/o 5.40/o 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 2 66.7% 9.1% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 1 33.3% 4.5% 
Rules not authorized by the Legislature Q o.0°1o 0.0% 
Total number of rules reviewed 3 100.0% 13.6% 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 0 0.0°/o 0.0°/o 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Held bv the Governor Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total 0 0.0% 0.0% 

1 
Total number of carry overs includes LO 1296, which was carried over by the TAX Committee and re-referred to the EDU Committee. 

Nole: A committee vote on a bill is not included here If the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
Prepared by the Office of Policy and legal Analysis 

124th legislature, Second Regular Session 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
HEAL TH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Summary of Committee Actions 

o/o of Comm Of.:, of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Actlvit}'. Bills/Paeers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 23 63.9o/o 5.4°/o 

Bifls Carried Over from grevious session 11 36.1 o/o ;J,1j',, 

Total Bills referred 36 100.0o/o 8.5"/a 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 O.Oo/a 0.0°/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 36 100.0o/o 8.So/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q O.Oo/o 0.0%1 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 0.0°.1.1 O.Oo/o 

% of this % of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports ~ 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 3 8.3o/o 0.7%1 
Ought to Pass as Amended 14 38.9% 3.3% 
Leave to Withdraw 1 2.8% 0.2% 
Ought Not to Pass § 16.7°/o 1.4% 
Total unanimous reports 24 66.7% 5.7%1 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 12 33.3% 2.9%1 
Three-way reports 0 0.0°/o o.0°1o 
Four-wav reoorts Q 0.0% 0.0°/n 
Total divided reports 12 33.3°/o 2.9°/.1 

Total committee reports 36 100.0"/u 8.6o/o 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 0 NIA N/A 

%ofComm "!uofAll 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Public laws 16 44.4o/o 3.8% 
Private and Special Laws 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Resolves 6 16.7% 1.4% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q o.0°1o 0.0°/,, 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 22 61.1°/o 5.2%1 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 2 50.0% 9.1°/o 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 2 50.0°/o 9.1o/o 
Rules not authorized by the Legislature Q o.0°1o 0.0°/n 
Total number of rules reviewed 4 100.0o/o 18.2'% 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 100.0"/o 7.7% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Held bv the Governor Q 0.0% 0.0°/n 
Total 0 O.O°!o 0.0°/o 

Note: A committee vote on a bl!I is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
124th Legislature, Second Regular Session 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Summary of Committee Actions 

0/o of Comm %ofAll 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activity Bills!Paeers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 19 76.0°/o 4.5°/o 

Bills Carried Over from Q.revious session Q 24.0°/o 1.4% 
Total Bills referred 25 100.0o/11 5.96/o 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 0.0% O.Oo/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 25 100.0%1 5.9°/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 O.Oo/o 0.0°/o 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 0.0% 0.0%1 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 0.0% O.Oo/11 

% of this o/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 2 8.0°/o 0.5°/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 10 40.0%1 2.40/o 
Leave to Withdraw 2 8.0% 0.5% 
Ought Not to Pass ~ 12.0% 0.7% 
Total unanimous reports 17 68.0o/o 4.0% 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 7 28.0o/u 1.7o/o 
Three-way reports 1 4.0ll/o 0.2o/o 
Four-wav reports Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total divided reports 8 32.0o/o 1.9% 

Total committee reports 25 100.0%. 6.0% 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 9 N/A N/A 

% of Comm o/o of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0°/o 0.0°/o 
Public laws 17 68.0°/u 4.0% 
Private and Special Laws 1 4.0% 0.2% 
Resolves 2 8.0% 0.5% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 20 80.0% 4.7o/o 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 1 100.0% 4.5o/o 
Rules not authorized by the Legislature Q o.ou;(I 0.0°/u 
Total number of rules reviewed 1 100.0%1 4.5°/a 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 0 0.0°/a 0.0% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0o/u 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Held by the Governor Q 0.0°/u 0.0% 
Total 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 

Note: A committee vote on a bill Is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
124th Legislature, Second Regular Session 



Note: A committee vote on a bill is not included here If the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
124th Legislature, Second Regular Session 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
JUDICIARY 

Summary of Committee Actions 

11/n of Comm o/o of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activity Bills/Papers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 21 80.8°/o 5.0°/a 

Bilfs Carried Over from Q.revious session Q 19.2% 1.2o/o 
Total Bills referred 26 100.0o/o 6.1°/o 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 26 100.0°/o 6.1o/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0°/o 0.0o/o 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0% O.Oo/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 0.0%1 Q QO/o 

Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 

%1 of this o/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 4 15.4% 1.0°/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 12 46.2% 2.9o/o 
Leave to Withdraw 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Ought Not to Pass z 26.9o/o 1 7°/o 
Total unanimous reports 23 88.So/o 5.5o/o 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 3 11.5°/o 0.7o/n 
Three-way reports 0 0.0% O.Oo/o 
Four-way reports Q 0.0% O.Oo/o 
Total divided reports 3 11.So/o 0. 7"/o 

Total committee reports 26 100.0%1 6.2o/o 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 9 N/A N/A 

0/o of Comm o/o of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Paeers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public laws 13 50.0°/o 3.1o/o 
Private and Special Laws 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/a 
Resolves 5 19.2%1 1.2o/o 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0% .Q..Q% 
Total Enacted or Flnally Passed 18 69.2o/o 4.3o/o 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 1 100.0°10 4.5% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0°10 O.Oo/o 
Rules not authorized by jhe Legislature Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total number of rules reviewed 1 100.0o/o 4.5%1 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0°10 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0°10 0.0% 
Held by the Governor Q 0.0%1 0.0% 
Total 0 0.0% 0.0°lo 

Note: A committee vote on a bill is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 

124th Legislature, Second Regular Session 



I. 

II. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
LABOR 

Summary of Committee Actions 

BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number 

A Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 18 

Bif/s Carried Over from 12.revious session 4 
Total Bills referred 22 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 23 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 

COMMITTEE REPORTS Number 

A Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 2 
Ought to Pass as Amended 9 
Leave to Withdraw 2 
Ought Not to Pass ~ 
Total unanimous reports 16 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 7 
Three-way reports 0 
Four-wav reports Q 
Total divided reports 7 

Total committee reports 23 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 3 

IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 
Public laws 14 
Private and Special Laws 0 
Resolves 1 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 15 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 0 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 
Rules not authorized by the Legislature Q 
Total number of rules reviewed 0 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 0 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 
Vetoes sustained 0 
Held bv the Governor Q 
Total 0 

% of Comm Ofo Of All 
Activit~ Bills/Pa~ers 

78.3% 4.3% 

17.4%, 0.9% 
95.7% 5.20/o 

4.3o/o 0.2°/o 

100.0% 5.4'% 

0.0°/o o.0°1o 
O.Oo/o 0.0% 
0.0% 0.0% 
O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 

o/o of this %ofAll 
Committee's Committee 

Reports Reports 

8.7% 0.5°/o 
39.1o/o 2.1% 

8.7% 0.5% 
13.0°/o 0.7°/o 
69.6% 3.8°/o 

30.4% 1.7% 
0.0% 0.0% 
0.0% O.Oo/o 

30.4% 1.7°/n 

100.0% 5.5% 

N/A N/A 

0/o of Comm o/o of All 
Bills/Papers Bills/Papers 

O.Oo/o 0.0% 
60.9% 3.3% 

0.0% 0.0% 
4.3% 0.2% 
0.0% 0.0% 

65.2% 3.5% 

0.0% O.Oo/o 
O.Oo/o 0.0% 
0.0% O.QO/o 
0.0% 0.0% 

0.0% 0.0% 

0.0% 0.0°/o 
0.0% 0.0% 
0.0% 0.0°/o 
0.0% 0.0°/o 

Note: A committee vote on a bill is not included here If the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
124th Legislature, Second Regular Session 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Summary of Committee Actions 

0/o of Comm 0/11 of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activity Bills/Pa~ers 

A Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 21 75.0o/o 5.0% 

Bilfs Carried Over from g_revious session z 2s.0°1o 1.7% 
Total Bills referred 28 100.011/o 6.6o/o 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 O.Oo/o 0.0°/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 28 100.0o/o 6.6°/i. 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session 1 100.0% 0.0°/o 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 1 100.0o/o O.Oo/o 

o/o of this 0/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 
Ought to Pass as Amended 13 46.4°/u 3.1% 
Leave to Withdraw 1 3.6°/o 0.2% 
Ought Not to Pass § 17.9°/o 1.2% 
Total unanimous reports 19 67.9°/o 4.5°/o 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 9 32.1% 2.1°/o 
Three-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Four-wav revorts Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total divided reports 9 32.1°/u 2.1% 

Total committee reports 28 96.6% 6.7% 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 3 N/A N/A 

0/o of Comm o/o of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public laws 15 53.6% 3.5% 
Private and Special Laws 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Resolves 2 7.1o/o 0.5% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 17 60.1°1o 4.0o/o 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Rules not authorized b~ the Legislature Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total number of rules reviewed 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 2 100.0% 15.4% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% O.Oo/o 
Held by the Governor Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 

Note: A committee vote on a bill is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 
124th Legislature, Second Regular Session 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
MARINE RESOURCES 

Summary of Committee Actions 

o/o of Comm o/o of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activi!t Bllls/Paeers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 6 66.7% 1.4°/a 
Bi/ls Carried Over from Q_revious session ~ 33.3o/o 0.7°/o 
Total Bills referred 9 100.0o/o 2.1o/o 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 O.Oo/n O.Oo/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 9 100.0o/o 2.1o/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 O.Oo/o 0.0%1 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0o/o 0.0°/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q O.Oo/o o.0°1c 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/a 

0/o of this o/o of AU 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 1 11.1o/o 0.2°/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 5 55.6°/o 1.2%1 
Leave to Withdraw 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Ought Not to Pass g 22.2°/o 0.5% 
Total unanimous reports 8 88.9% 1.9°/.1 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 1 11.1°/o 0.2% 
Three-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Four-way reports Q 0.0°/a 0.0% 
Total divided reports 1 11.1o/o 0.2% 

Total committee reports 9 100.0% 2.1°/o 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS N/A N/A 

%ofComm %ofAll 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number BillsfPa~ers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 O.Oa/o 0.0%1 
Pubficfaws 7 77.8% 1.7% 
Private and Special Laws 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Resolves 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q O.Oa/o 0.0°/a 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 7 77.8°/o 1.7% 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 0 O.Oa/o 0.0% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 O.Oa/o O.Oo/a 
Rules not authorized by the Legislature Q O.Oa/o 0.0% 
Total number of rules reviewed 0 0.0% 0.0% 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0°/a 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0%.1 0.0% 
Held by the Governor Q 0.0°/a 0.0% 
Total 0 0.0% 0.0% 

Note: A committee vote on a bill is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 

Prepared by the Office of Policy and legal Analysis 
124th legislature, Second Regular Session 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

Summary of Committee Actions 

% of Comm 0/o of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activi!l Bills/Paeers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 27 87.1o/o 6.4% 

Bills Carried Over from o.revious session ~ 9.7o/o 0.7°/o 
Total Bills referred 30 96.8%1 7.1% 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 3.2o/o 0.2% 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 31 100.0%, 7.3o/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0% O.Oo/o 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 

o/o of this o/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 5 16.1o/n 1.2n/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 19 61.3% 4.5(}/o 
Leave to· Withdraw 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 
Ought Not to Pass § 16.1% 1.2% 
Total unanimous reports 29 93.5°/n 6.9% 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 2 6.5%1 0.5% 
Three-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Four-wav reoorts Q o.0°1o 0.0°/o 
Total divided reports 2 6.5% 0.511/o 

Total committee reports 31 100.0o/o 7.4% 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 3 N/A N/A 

o/oofComm 11/o of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Pa~ers Bills/Pa~ers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Public laws 13 41.9°/o 3.1% 
Private and Special Laws 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 
Resolves 12 38.7% 2.8% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 25 80.6% 5.9°/o 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 3 50.0o/o 13.6°/o 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 3 50.0% 13.6o/o 
Rules not authorized b~ the Legislature Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total number of rules reviewed 6 100.0°/o 27.3"/o 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 2 100.0°/o 15.4% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 O.Oo/o 0.0o/o 
Held by the Governor Q 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Total 0 0.0% O.Oo/o 

Note: A cornrnltlee vole on a bill is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Summary of Committee Actions 

o/o of Comm %ofAll 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Actlvi!l. Bills/Paeers 

A Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 6 85.7°/n 1.4% 
Bills Carried Over from g_revious session 1 14.3°/o 0.2o/o 
Total Bills referred 7 100.0o/o 1.7°/o 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 7 100.011/a 1.7o/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0°/o 0.0°/o 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 O.Oo/o 0.0°/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session [ O.Oo/o 0.0°/o 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 

0/o of this o/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 0 0.0°10 0.0°10 
Ought to Pass as Amended 4 57.1o/o 1.0% 
Leave to Withdraw 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Ouaht Not to Pass 1 14.3% 0.2°10 
Total unanimous reports 5 71.4o/o 1.2% 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 2 28.6% 0.5% 
Three-way reports 0 0.0°10 0.0% 
Four-way reports Q 0.0°10 0.0o/o 
Total divided reports 2 28.So/o 0.5% 

Total committee reports 7 100.0% 1.7% 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 4 NIA NIA 

o/o of Comm Dfo Of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public laws 6 85.?o/o 1.4% 
Private and Special Laws 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Resolves 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q o.0°1o O.Oo/o 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 6 85.7% 1.4% 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0°10 
Rules not authorized by the Legislature Q 0.0% 0.00/ii 
Total number of rules reviewed 0 0.0%1 0.0% 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 
Public Records Exceptions 100.0% 7.7% 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0°10 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0°10 
Held by the Governor Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total 0 0.0% 0.0% 

1 Total does not include LO 1480, which was reported out of the SLG committee pursuant to !aw without a recorded vote. 
Note: A committee vote on a bill is not Included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TAXATION 

Summary of Committee Actions 

0/o of Comm o/o of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activi!_¥ Bills/Papers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bilfs referred and voted out 17 51.5% 4.0% 

Bif/s Carried Over from Q.revious session 19. 1 45.So/o 3.5% 
Total Bills referred 32 97.0o/o 7.6°/o 

8. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 3.0o/o 0.2'% 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 33 100.0o/o 7.So/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0°/o o.0°1a 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 o.0°1o O.Oo/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 0.0o/o O.Oo/o 

o/o of this %ofAU 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 6 18.2% 1.4% 
Ought to Pass as Amended 11 33.3% 2.6% 
Leave to Withdraw 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Ought Not to Pass 10 30.3°/o 2.4°/o 
Total unanimous reports 27 81.8o/o 6.4% 

8. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 6 18.2o/o 1.4% 
Three-way reports 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Four-way reoorts Q 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Total divided reports 6 18.2% 1.4% 

Total committee reports 33 100.0°/o 7.9% 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 0 NIA NIA 

0/o of Comm 0/o of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public laws 10 30.3% 2.4% 
Private and Special Laws 0 0.0%1 0.0% 
Resolves 7 21.2% 1.7°/o 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0% o.0°1o 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 17 51.5% 4.0% 

8. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 1 100.0%1 4.5% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 O.Oo/o 0.0°/o 
Rules not authorized b~ the Legislatur§ Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total number of rules reviewed 1 100.0% 4.5o/o 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 100.0% 7.7% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0%1 0.0% 
Held bv the Governor Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 

1 
The total number of carry overs does not include LD 1296, which was re-referred to the EDU Committee. 

Note: A committee vote on a bill ls not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION 

Summary of Committee Actions 

0/ 0 of Comm o/o of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activl!Y, Bills/Pa~ers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 

Bills referred and voted out 27 96.4o/o 6.4% 

Bi/fs Carried Over from Q.fevious session 1' 3.6°/o 0.2o/n 
Total Bills referred 28 100.0o/o 6.6%1 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 0.0o/o O.Oo/o 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 28 100.0o/o 6.6°/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0% 0.0%) 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 O.Oo/o 0.0°/o 

"lo of this o/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 3 10.7% 0.7°/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 11 39.3% 2.6%) 
Leave to Withdraw 1 3.6% 0.2o/o 
Ought Not to Pass ft 28.6% 1.9% 
Total unanimous reports 23 82.1°/o 5.5% 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 5 17.9% 1.2% 
Three-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Four-wav reoorts Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total divided reports 5 17.9% 1.2°/o 

Total committee reports 28 100.0% 6.7% 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 3 N/A N/A 

o/oofComm 0/o of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bllls/Pa~ers Bills/Pa~ers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public laws 11 39.3% 2.6% 
Private and Special Laws 1 3.6% 0.2o/o 
Resolves 4 14.3% 0.9% 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 16 57.1% 3.8°/o 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Rules not authorized b~ the Legislature Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total number of rules reviewed 0 0.0% 0.0% 

c. Bills Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 100.0% 7.7% 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Held bv the Governor Q 0.0°/o 0.0°/o 
Total 0 O.Oo/o 0.0°/o 

1 Includes LD 1320, which was carried over by the BRED Committee and re-referred lo the TRA Committee. 

Nole: A committee vote on a bill is no\ Included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
UTILITIES AND ENERGY 

Summary of Committee Actions 

o/11 of Comm '%of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activity Bills/Paeers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 34 87.2o/o 8.0o/u 

Bilfs Carried Over from Q_revious session 1 10.3% 0.9% 
Total Bills referred 38 97.411.4 9.0&/o 

8. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 2.6°/11 0.2o/a 
not referred back to committee 

Total Bills considered by Committee 39 100.0"/o 9.2o/o 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over from previous session Q O.O°k) 0.0% 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 O.Oo/o 0.0o/o 

0/o of this % of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 3 7.7% O.?o/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 28 71.8°/o 6.7°/o 
Leave to Withdraw 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 
Ought Not to Pass ~ 20.5°/o 1.9% 
Total unanimous reports 39 100.0°/o 9.3o/o 

8. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Three-way reports 0 0.0% O.Oo/o 
Four-way reports Q 0.0% o.0°1o 
Total divided reports 0 o.0°1i. 0.0°/o 

Total committee reports 39 100.0°/o 9.3% 

Ill. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 0 NIA N/A 

0/o of Comm o/oofAll 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bllls/Pa~ers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Public laws 14 35.9% 3.3% 
Private and Special Laws 9 23.1% 2.1% 
Resolves 8 20.5o/a 1.9o/a 
Constitutional Resolutions Q 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 31 79.5°/o 7.JG/o 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 0 0.0°/o 0.0°/o 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Ru!es not authorized by: the Legislature Q 0.0°4 0.0% 
Total number of rules reviewed 0 O.Oo/o 0.0% 

c. Biiis Reviewed by Judiciary Committee for 2 100.0% 15.4°/o 
Public Records Exceptions 

D. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Held by the Governor Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total 0 0.0°/o 0,0% 

Note: A committee vote on a bill is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
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APPENDIXB 

CUMULATIVE INDEX BY LD NUMBER 



LD Page LD Page LD Page 

LO 1 36 LO 1182 LO 1510 150 
L020 145 LO 1198 146 LO 1511 176 
LO 56 216 LO 1222 329 LO 1512 280 
LO 71 286 LO 1238 2 LO 1513 280 
LO 91 37 LO 1239 3 LO 1514 293 
LO 125 192 LO 1253 290 LO 1515 333 
LO 160 86 LO 1256 174 LO 1516 334 
LO 192 192 LO 1262 121 LO 1517 3 
LO 195 286 LO 1273 291 LO 1518 254 
LO 233 119 LO 1279 291 LO 1519 165 
LO 257 145 LO 1281 122 LO 1520 43 
LO 272 37 LO 1289 175 LO 1521 93 
L0352 86 LO 1296 90 LO 1522 60 
LO 355 38 LO 1320 308 LO 1523 151 
LO 403 192 LO 1330 217 LO 1524 193 
LO 425 145 LO 1331 239 LO 1525 334 
LO 445 173 LO 1335 291 LO 1526 254 
LO 470 87 LO 1339 122 LO 1527 255 
LO 529 174 LO 1345 217 LO 1528 194 
LO 543 329 LO 1350 330 LO 1529 194 
LO 551 87 LO 1360 123 LO 1530 43 
LO 568 56 LO 1364 125 LO 1531 61 
LO 570 88 LO 1365 147 LO 1532 94 
LO 588 287 LO 1378 175 LO 1533 294 
LO 624 119 LO 1387 20 LO 1534 281 
LO 628 1 LO 1389 38 LO 1535 335 
LO 637 120 LO 1393 41 LO 1536 165 
LO 659 287 LO 1408 125 LO 1537 176 
LO 662 288 LO 1420 218 LO 1538 255 
LO 687 LO 1421 218 LO 1539 294 
LO 696 38 LO 1423 253 LO 1540 296 
LO 701 120 LO 1430 330 LO 1541 44 
LO 757 120 LO 1432 239 LO 1542 127 
LO 788 288 LO 1437 219 LO 1543 195 
LO 791 57 LO 1449 292 LO 1544 128 
LO 807 164 LO 1464 126 LO 1545 195 
LO 821 121 LO 1481 20 LO 1546 220 
LO 833 216 LO 1497 58 LO 1547 4 
LO 839 288 LO 1498 149 LO 1548 166 
LO 891 251 LO 1499 41 LO 1549 167 
LO 931 289 LO 1500 293 LO 1550 177 
LO 932 239 LO 1501 308 LO 1551 177 
LO 934 193 LO 1502 308 LO 1552 198 
LO 956 252 LO 1503 309 LO 1553 256 
LO 957 20 LO 1504 331 LO 1554 281 
LO 993 289 LO 1505 42 LO 1555 309 
LO 1022 279 LO 1506 93 LO 1556 337 
LO 1059 146 LO 1507 127 LO 1557 337 
LO 1121 289 LO 1508 164 LO 1558 199 
LO 1139 57 LO 1509 164 LO 1559 221 
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LD Page LD Page LD Page 

LD 1560 242 LD 1610 65 LD 1660 345 
LD 1561 310 LD 1611 66 LD 1661 346 
LD 1562 312 LD 1612 70 LD 1662 266 
LD 1563 95 LD 1613 97 LD 1663 318 
LD 1564 96 LD 1614 168 LD 1664 46 
LD 1565 200 LD 1615 131 LD 1665 208 
LD 1566 201 LD 1616 132 LD 1666 300 
LD 1567 242 LD 1617 132 LD 1667 226 
LD 1568 257 LD 1618 151 LD 1668 21 
LD 1569 282 LD 1619 152 LD 1669 319 
LD 1570 314 LD 1620 152 LD 1670 319 
LD 1571 338 LD 1621 153 LD 1671 22 
LD 1572 45 LD 1622 179 LD 1672 133 
LD 1573 259 LD 1623 180 LD 1673 154 
LD 1574 178 LD 1624 181 LD 1674 300 
LD 1575 260 LD 1625 181 LD 1675 319 
LD 1576 62 LD 1626 207 LD 1676 155 
LD 1577 261 LD 1627 223 LD 1677 48 
LD 1578 338 LD 1628 224 LD 1678 320 
LD 1579 222 LD 1629 225 LD 1679 49 
LD 1580 179 LD 1630 225 LD 1680 346 
LD 1581 339 LD 1631 264 LD 1681 209 
LD 1582 202 LD 1632 264 LD 1682 347 
LD 1583 62 LD 1633 265 LD 1683 49 
LD 1584 245 LD 1634 298 LD 1684 9 
LD 1585 6 LD 1635 298 LD 1685 50 
LD 1586 6 LD 1636 299 LD 1686 99 
LD 1587 7 LD 1637 299 LD 1687 134 
LD 1588 63 LD 1638 315 LD 1688 134 
LD 1589 339 LD 1639 316 LD 1689 170 
LD 1590 64 LD 1640 316 LD 1690 227 
LD 1591 129 LD 1641 317 LD 1691 227 
LD 1592 129 LD 1642 317 LD 1692 228 
LD 1593 246 LD 1643 340 LD 1693 266 
LD 1594 21 LD 1644 341 LD 1694 301 
LD 1595 206 LD 1645 341 LD 1695 349 
LD 1596 222 LD 1646 342 LD 1696 350 
LD 1597 45 LD 1647 343 LD 1697 351 
LD 1598 7 LD 1648 133 LD 1698 9 
LD 1599 130 LD 1649 153 LD 1699 267 
LD 1600 131 LD 1650 168 LD 1700 71 
LD 1601 340 LD 1651 169 LD 1701 50 
LD 1602 131 LD 1652 345 LD 1702 51 
LD 1603 261 LD 1653 154 LD 1703 71 
LD 1604 247 LD 1654 97 LD 1704 99 
LD 1605 315 LD 1655 318 LD 1705 100 
LD 1606 315 LD 1656 225 LD 1706 135 
LD 1607 8 LD 1657 207 LD 1707 156 
LD 1608 45 LD 1658 98 LD 1708 157 
LD 1609 64 LD 1659 46 LD 1709 157 
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LD Page LD Page LD Page 

LO 1710 181 LO 1760 270 LO 1810 363 
LO 1711 209 LO 1761 29 LO 1811 138 
LO 1712 228 LO 1762 355 LO 1812 303 
LO 1713 228 LO 1763 324 LO 1813 373 
LO 1714 182 LO 1764 107 LO 1814 187 
LO 1715 210 LO 1765 12 LO 1815 211 
LO 1716 268 LO 1766 75 LO 1816 30 
LO 1717 351 LO 1767 136 LO 1817 79 
LO 1718 282 LO 1768 158 LO 1818 273 
LO 1719 320 LO 1769 159 LO 1819 160 
LO 1720 354 LO 1770 231 LO 1820 114 
LO 1721 301 LO 1771 108 LO 1821 16 
LO 1722 182 LO 1772 324 LO 1822 80 
LO 1723 170 LO 1773 159 LO 1823 304 
LO 1724 247 LO 1774 52 LO 1824 188 
LO 1725 268 LO 1775 270 LO 1825 30 
LO 1726 9 LO 1776 210 LO 1826 31 
LO 1727 135 LO 1777 76 LO 1827 273 
LO 1728 320 LO 1778 356 LO 1828 375 
LO 1729 102 LO 1779 160 LO 1829 16 
LO 1730 229 LO 1780 137 LO 1830 33 
LO 1731 230 LO 1781 137 LO 1831 235 
LO 1732 102 LO 1782 108 LO 1832 283 
LO 1733 102 LO 1783 358 
LO 1734 103 LO 1784 109 
LO 1735 103 LO 1785 302 
LO 1736 322 LO 1786 359 
LO 1737 73 LO 1787 271 
LO 1738 183 LO 1788 12 
LO 1739 104 LO 1789 76 
LO 1740 74 LO 1790 232 
LO 1741 104 LO 1791 183 
LO 1742 269 LO 1792 184 
LO 1743 51 LO 1793 271 
LO 1744 10 LO 1794 272 
LO 1745 75 LO 1795 185 
LO 1746 323 LO 1796 272 
LO 1747 105 LO 1797 273 
LO 1748 29 LO 1798 138 
LO 1749 136 LO 1799 110 
LO 1750 105 LO 1800 111 
LO 1751 106 LO 1801 111 
LO 1752 106 LO 1802 185 
LO 1753 11 LO 1803 13 
LO 1754 323 LO 1804 112 
LO 1755 302 LO 1805 186 
LO 1756 355 LO 1806 14 
LO 1757 107 LO 1807 303 
LO 1758 11 LO 1808 234 
LO 1759 230 LO 1809 15 
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APPENDIXC 
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CUMULATIVE INDEX BY 
LAW TYPE AND CHAPTER NUMBER 



Law Type Page Law Type Page Law Type Page 

P&S27 93 PUBLIC 496 294 PUBLIC 546 125 
P&S 28 337 PUBLIC 497 151 PUBLIC 547 6 
P&S29 333 PUBLIC 498 62 PUBLIC 548 7 
P&S 30 340 PUBLIC 499 242 PUBLIC 549 282 
P&S 31 3 PUBLIC 500 152 PUBLIC 550 168 
P&S 32 340 PUBLIC 501 261 PUBLIC 551 58 
P&S 33 51 PUBLIC 502 44 PUBLIC 552 14 
P&S34 323 PUBLIC 503 60 PUBLIC 553 90 
P&S 35 334 PUBLIC 504 225 PUBLIC 554 309 
P&S 36 334 PUBLIC 505 230 PUBLIC 555 182 
P&S37 355 PUBLIC 506 256 PUBLIC 556 129 
P&S 38 358 PUBLIC 507 268 PUBLIC 557 180 
P&S 39 159 PUBLIC 508 94 PUBLIC 558 131 
P&S40 329 PUBLIC 509 282 PUBLIC 559 239 
P&S 41 33 PUBLIC 510 224 PUBLIC 560 48 
P&S 42 37 PUBLIC 511 150 PUBLIC 561 242 
PUBLIC 462 21 PUBLIC 512 51 PUBLIC 562 49 
PUBLIC 463 93 PUBLIC 513 199 PUBLIC 563 222 
PUBLIC 464 43 PUBLIC 514 132 PUBLIC 564 223 
PUBLIC 465 45 PUBLIC 515 207 PUBLIC 565 350 
PUBLIC 466 195 PUBLIC 516 264 PUBLIC 566 232 
PUBLIC 467 11 PUBLIC 517 43 PUBLIC 567 184 
PUBLIC 468 11 PUBLIC 518 343 PUBLIC 568 15 
PUBLIC 469 322 PUBLIC 519 149 PUBLIC 569 211 
PUBLIC 470 292 PUBLIC 520 194 PUBLIC 570 80 
PUBLIC 471 218 PUBLIC 521 194 PUBLIC 571 22 
PUBLIC 472 222 PUBLIC 522 267 PUBLIC 572 174 
PUBLIC 473 206 PUBLIC 523 246 PUBLIC 573 7 
PUBLIC 474 202 PUBLIC 524 220 PUBLIC 574 157 
PUBLIC 475 46 PUBLIC 525 41 PUBLIC 575 281 
PUBLIC 476 156 PUBLIC 526 155 PUBLIC 576 280 
PUBLIC 477 280 PUBLIC 527 247 PUBLIC 577 298 
PUBLIC 478 245 PUBLIC 528 247 PUBLIC 578 159 
PUBLIC 479 61 PUBLIC 529 209 PUBLIC 579 253 
PUBLIC 480 179 PUBLIC 530 221 PUBLIC 580 88 
PUBLIC 481 314 PUBLIC 531 130 PUBLIC 581 122 
PUBLIC 482 64 PUBLIC 532 177 PUBLIC 582 50 
PUBLIC 483 38 PUBLIC 533 132 PUBLIC 583 65 
PUBLIC 484 316 PUBLIC 534 231 PUBLIC 584 4 
PUBLIC 485 318 PUBLIC 535 270 PUBLIC 585 8 
PUBLIC 486 96 PUBLIC 536 181 PUBLIC 586 342 
PUBLIC 487 217 PUBLIC 537 255 PUBLIC 587 178 
PUBLIC 488 86 PUBLIC 538 226 PUBLIC 588 152 
PUBLIC 489 289 PUBLIC 539 335 PUBLIC 589 129 
PUBLIC 490 339 PUBLIC 540 108 PUBLIC 590 134 
PUBLIC 491 299 PUBLIC 541 341 PUBLIC 591 351 
PUBLIC 492 346 PUBLIC 542 347 PUBLIC 592 52 
PUBLIC 493 70 PUBLIC 543 165 PUBLIC 593 187 
PUBLIC 494 157 PUBLIC 544 2 PUBLIC 594 16 
PUBLIC 495 63 PUBLIC 545 288 PUBLIC 595 125 
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Law Type Page Law Type Page Law Type Page 

PUBLIC 596 293 PUBLIC 646 110 RESOLVE 183 12 
PUBLIC 597 151 PUBLIC 647 ., .. 111 RESOLVE 184 185 
PUBLIC 598 312 PUBLIC 648 316 RESOLVE185 12 
PUBLIC 599 154 PUBLIC 649 200 RESOLVE186 183 
PUBLIC 600 320 PUBLIC 650 283 RESOLVE 187 303 
PUBLIC 601 137 PUBLIC 651 123 RESOLVE 188 133 
PUBLIC 602 271 PUBLIC 652 186 RESOLVE 189 293 
PUBLIC 603 145 PUBLIC 653 260 RESOLVE 190 338 
PUBLIC 604 266 PUBLIC 654 259 RESOLVE 191 45 
PUBLIC 605 310 PUBLIC 655 .... 359 RESOLVE 192 302 
PUBLIC 606 127 RESOLVE 143 225 RESOLVE 193 137 
PUBLIC 607 73 RESOLVE144 315 RESOLVE 194 272 
PUBLIC 608 76 RESOLVE 145 308 RESOLVE195 273 
PUBLIC 609 160 RESOLVE 146 119 RESOLVE 196 375 
PUBLIC 610 257 RESOLVE 147 193 RESOLVE 197 87 
PUBLIC 611 229 RESOLVE 148 255 RESOLVE 198 266 
PUBLIC 612 356 RESOLVE 149 254 RESOLVE 199 301 
PUBLIC 613 128 RESOLVE 150 294 RESOLVE200 104 
PUBLIC 614 100 RESOLVE 151 107 RESOLVE 201 270 
PUBLIC 615 363 RESOLVE 152 337 RESOLVE 202 304 
PUBLIC 616 111 RESOLVE 153 1 RESOLVE 203 166 
PUBLIC 617 373 RESOLVE 154 95 RESOLVE 204 71 
PUBLIC 618 160 RESOLVE 155 3 RESOLVE 205 30 
PUBLIC 619 303 RESOLVE 156 153 RESOLVE 206 251 
PUBLIC 620 287 RESOLVE 157 106 RESOLVE207 109 
PUBLIC 621 126 RESOLVE 158 106 RESOLVE 208 268 
PUBLIC 622 216 RESOLVE 159 6 RESOLVE 209 13 
PUBLIC 623 279 RESOLVE 160 323 RESOLVE 210 264 
PUBLIC 624 319 RESOLVE 161 329 RESOLVE 211 273 
PUBLIC 625 296 RESOLVE 162 42 RESOLVE 212 230 
PUBLIC 626 98 RESOLVE 163 354 RESOLVE 213 66 
PUBLIC 627 49 RESOLVE 164 269 
PUBLIC 628 99 RESOLVE 165 74 
PUBLIC 629 179 RESOLVE 166 136 
PUBLIC 630 210 RESOLVE 167 254 
PUBLIC 631 138 RESOLVE 168 349 
PUBLIC 632 16 RESOLVE 169 355 
PUBLIC 633 36 RESOLVE 170 75 
PUBLIC 634 145 RESOLVE 171 177 
PUBLIC 635 146 RESOLVE 172 324 
PUBLIC 636 173 RESOLVE 173 9 
PUBLIC 637 195 RESOLVE 174 10 
PUBLIC 638 207 RESOLVE 175 135 
PUBLIC 639 317 RESOLVE 176 136 
PUBLIC 640 201 RESOLVE 177 158 
PUBLIC 641 46 RESOLVE 178 176 
PUBLIC 642 331 RESOLVE 179 339 
PUBLIC 643 112 RESOLVE 180 185 
PUBLIC 644 188 RESOLVE 181 286 
PUBLIC 645 31 RESOLVE 182 99 
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