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STATE OF MAINE

127™ LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular Session of the 127" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER ...ttt nneas carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX 1rovteiveiieiiestesieseereeseesie e sie e ssesnaeeeneesnens chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE........cccccovevveieiennn, Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ........ccoviiiieiece e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......cccooeviieieicieinns defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ....ccoviieieierie e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ..o enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or PASSAGE........c.ccccccvennne emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE .......c.ccccociiiiiieceeerece s failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ......cccovevvevierienn legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW........ociiicieieecece et ane sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY...........cccccveniene. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
AN e S indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
0 O SRS chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX 1o ttiteitteteeeesie et e et e et e et e st st ste e s e e ensesaessesaesnesnaaneenseseessesenssens chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX .t ittiteitietieiisie e steste e esaeaete st ste e sneatae e enaesaestestesnessaeneanseseessessenns chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED ......ccoooiiieieice ettt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session of the
127" Legislature is July 29, 2016. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure
may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

LD 783 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine Died Between
To Establish a Right to Food Houses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HICKMAN C OTP-AM
LANGLEY B ONTP

This resolution was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This resolution proposes a constitutional amendment to provide that every individual has a natural and unalienable
right to food.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-526)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. It strikes and replaces the language in the resolution to
declare that all individuals have a natural, inherent and unalienable right to acquire, produce, process, prepare,
preserve and consume food of their own choosing for their own nourishment and sustenance and to barter, trade and
purchase food for their own bodily health and well-being. This amendment also strikes and replaces the question
that will be presented to the voters.

LD 866 An Act To Ensure Efficiency and Safety in the Bureau of Forestry ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BURNS D ONTP
NADEAU C

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill requires the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry to appoint no fewer than 16 Forest Ranger IlIs, subject to the Civil Service Law, who are each to
be armed with a firearm and selected from forest rangers employed by the bureau. A Forest Ranger III is
required to meet the same training, certification and evaluation requirements as a full-time law enforcement
officer as established by the department and Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy. A
Forest Ranger I1I has the same powers and duties as a sheriff or sheriff's deputy to enforce criminal and civil
laws, with an emphasis on forestry, natural resource and wildfire protection laws.

Additionally, this bill requires the director to appoint the state supervisor and no fewer than 32 Forest Ranger
IIs, subject to the Civil Service Law, who will serve in a role similar to that of current forest rangers and who
must be provided ballistic vests and electronic control devices for their safety while performing their duties.
This bill also removes the prohibition of the purchase of firearms, ballistic vests and other firearms-related
equipment by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.

This bill changes the duties of forest rangers to include investigating, planning and implementing measures
regarding forest health issues, including the control of invasive forest insect species, and providing support to
the units within the bureau that are responsible for forest health and insect disease control. It also changes the
duties of forest rangers to include providing assistance in disasters and emergencies, including search and
rescue operations.



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

LD 991 An Act To Amend Maine's Genetically Modified Food Products Died On
Labeling Law Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DUNPHY M OTP-AM H-596
SAVIELLO T OTP-AM

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

Maine's genetically modified food products labeling law includes a delay of the effective date of the law until
mandatory labeling of genetically engineered food is adopted by at least five contiguous states including Maine.
The law also includes an automatic repeal if mandatory labeling of genetically engineered food is not adopted by at
least five contiguous states including Maine by January 1, 2018. This bill repeals both the delayed effective date
and automatic repeal provisions, thereby making the law effective.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-596)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. It strikes and replaces the bill.

This amendment extends by four years, from 2018 to 2022, the date before which five contiguous states, including
Maine, have to adopt mandatory labeling of genetically engineered food in order for Maine's law to go into effect.
If that contingency is not met, Maine's genetically modified food products labeling law is repealed.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-597)
This amendment is the minority report of the committee. It repeals the public law that enacted Maine's genetically

modified food products labeling law, which only takes effect if mandatory labeling is adopted by at least five
contiguous states including Maine.

This amendment instead enacts the labeling law contingent on approval by the voters in a referendum at the general
election in November. This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1022  An Act To Protect the Future of Harness Racing PUBLIC 493
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MAREAN D OTP-AM H-377
DIAMOND G

This bill was reported out of committee in the prior session and then carried over on the Special Appropriations
Committee Table.

This bill removes the provision of law that terminates certain payments of net slot machine income to the Fund to
Encourage Racing at Maine's Commercial Tracks when all commercial tracks have obtained a license to operate slot
machines. It also provides that if a commercial track ceases operation and is not immediately replaced by a
commercial track in the same region that is owned by the same owner as the commercial track that ceased operation,
all amounts in the fund must be disbursed to the remaining commercial tracks and to agricultural fairs based on days
raced during extended meets up to a maximum of 100 days raced during extended meets per year and until such
time as a new commercial track begins operation. A commercial track or agricultural fair receives a payment per
race day equal to the quotient of the amount in the fund divided by 150. Any amount remaining in the fund after
payments are made to commercial tracks and agricultural fairs must be transferred to the operating account of the



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Harness Racing Commission.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-377)

This amendment adds a process whereby, in the event of a natural disaster, a commercial track may repair, rebuild
or relocate at the discretion of the State Harness Racing Commission. During any time that is granted by the
commission to a commercial track to repair, rebuild or relocate, the distribution formula provided in the bill for the
distribution of funds from the Fund to Encourage Racing at Maine's Commercial Tracks in the event of a track
closure applies.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 493 removes the provision of law that terminates certain payments of net slot machine
income to the Fund to Encourage Racing at Maine's Commercial Tracks when all commercial tracks have obtained a
license to operate slot machines. It also provides that if a commercial track ceases operation and is not immediately
replaced by a commercial track in the same region that is owned by the same owner as the commercial track that
ceased operation, all amounts in the fund must be disbursed to the remaining commercial tracks and to agricultural
fairs based on days raced during extended meets up to a maximum of 100 days raced during extended meets per
year and until such time as a new commercial track begins operation. A commercial track or agricultural fair
receives a payment per race day equal to the quotient of the amount in the fund divided by 150. Any amount
remaining in the fund after payments are made to commercial tracks and agricultural fairs must be transferred to the
operating account of the Harness Racing Commission.

Public Law 2015, chapter 493 also adds a process whereby, in the event of a natural disaster, a commercial track
may repair, rebuild or relocate at the discretion of the State Harness Racing Commission. During any time that is
granted by the commission to a commercial track to repair, rebuild or relocate, the distribution formula provided in
the bill for the distribution of funds from the Fund to Encourage Racing at Maine's Commercial Tracks in the event
of a track closure applies.

Public Law 2015, chapter 493 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 24, 2016.

LD 1178 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Maple Syrup Task ONTP
Force
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLACK R ONTP
DAVIS P

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill establishes the Maine Maple Promotion Board and creates its basic structure, core functions and duties.

LD 1326  An Act To Require Labeling of All Genetically Modified Products Accepted Majority
(ONTP) Report
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BURNS D ONTP
OTP-AM

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill defines "genetically modified product” as food containing genetically engineered material, genetically



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

engineered seed stock, any product made from from animals fed genetically engineered food, medicine
manufactured using genetically engineered plant or animal material or any other product containing genetically
engineered materials within the laws regarding the labeling of genetically engineered products.

This bill requires the disclosure of genetic engineering of food, seed stock, products from animals fed genetically
engineered food or medicines that were manufactured with genetically engineered plants or animals beginning
January 1, 2017. It provides that food, seed stock, products from animals fed genetically engineered food and
medicines for which the disclosure is not made are considered to be misbranded and subject to the sanctions for
misbranding. The bill removes exemptions for products produced without knowledge that the products, or items
used in their production, were genetically engineered; animal products derived from an animal that was not
genetically engineered but was fed genetically engineered food; and products with only a minimum content
produced by genetic engineering. The bill also removes the exemption from disclosure requirements as regards
restaurants, alcoholic beverages or medical food. This bill increases the penalties for nondisclosure and misbranding
to a Class E crime for the first offense and a Class D crime for the second and subsequent offenses.

The bill also repeals the contingent effective date established by Public Law 2013, chapter 436, section 2,
subsection 1, thereby making Maine's genetically modified food products labeling law effective.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-434)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. It removes most of the provisions of the bill. The
amendment requires disclosure of genetic engineering at the point of retail sale for seed stock and provides that seed
stock for which the disclosure is not made is considered to be misbranded and subject to the sanctions for
misbranding. The amendment retains the provision of the bill that repeals the section of Public Law 2013, chapter
436 that provides that Maine's genetically modified food products labeling law does not take effect until four other
contiguous states enact similar laws. The amendment repeals the provision that food may not be labeled as natural
if it has been genetically engineered. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1458  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 30: Prior Approval RESOLVE 58
Process and Stop Work Orders, a Major Substantive Rule of the EMERGENCY
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of
Forestry

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

OTP

This resolve provides for legislative review of Chapter 30: Prior Approval Process and Stop Work Orders, a major
substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2015, chapter 58 authorizes final adoption of Chapter 30: Prior Approval Process and Stop Work Orders.

Resolve 2015, chapter 58 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 9, 2016.



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

LD 1485  An Act To Allow the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands To P& S16
Transfer Ownership of Snowmobile Trail Maintenance Equipment to
Incorporated Nonprofit Snowmobile Clubs

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLACK R OTP-AM H-520
MASON G

This bill authorizes the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, with the consent of the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, to
transfer ownership of state-owned snowmobile trail maintenance equipment to incorporated nonprofit snowmobile
clubs for the maintenance of snowmobile trail systems that were maintained by the State before the transfer of the
snowmobile trail maintenance equipment occurred.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-520)

This amendment strikes and replaces the bill. It allows the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, with the consent of the Commissioner of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, to enter into agreements to transfer ownership of state-owned snowmobile trail
maintenance equipment to incorporated nonprofit snowmobile clubs for the purpose of maintaining snowmobile
trail systems that were maintained by the State prior to the effective date of the legislation. It further provides that
any agreement entered into pursuant to the legislation must include provisions addressing consequences if an
incorporated nonprofit snowmobile club fails to, or is otherwise unable to, abide by the terms of the agreement.

Enacted Law Summary

Private and Special Law 2015, chapter 16 allows the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, with the consent of the Commissioner of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, to enter into agreements to transfer ownership of state-owned snowmobile trail
maintenance equipment to incorporated nonprofit snowmobile clubs for the purpose of maintaining snowmobile
trail systems that were maintained by the State prior to the effective date of the legislation.

Private and Special Law 2015, chapter 16 further provides that any agreement entered into pursuant to this
legislation must include provisions addressing consequences if an incorporated nonprofit snowmobile club fails to,
or is otherwise unable to, abide by the terms of the agreement.

LD 1543  An Act To Create Stability in the Control of Pesticides Died On
Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TIMBERLAKE J

This bill was not referred to committee.

This bill prohibits a municipality from adopting an ordinance that specifically applies to pesticide storage,
distribution or use unless the ordinance exempts farms, nurseries and golf courses and the municipality establishes a
municipal reviewing authority that is similar to the Board of Pesticides Control within the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

LD 1580  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 26: RESOLVE 72
Producer Margins, a Late-filed Major Substantive Rule of the Maine EMERGENCY
Milk Commission

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

OTP-AM H-544

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 26: Producer Margins, a major substantive rule
of the Maine Milk Commission that was filed outside the legislative rule acceptance period.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-544)

This amendment provides that final adoption of portions of Chapter 26: Producer Margins, a provisionally adopted
major substantive rule of the Maine Milk Commission, is not authorized.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2015, chapter 72 provides that final adoption of portions of Chapter 26: Producer Margins, a provisionally
adopted major substantive rule of the Maine Milk Commission, is not authorized.

Resolve 2015, chapter 72 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 29, 2016.

LD 1584  An Act To Continue To Provide Group Exemption Passes to State Parks Died On
for Persons with Disabilities and To Ensure Transparency for Certain Adjournment
Fees
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TUELL W OTP-AM H-599
BURNS D ONTP

This bill requires the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
to issue a free group exemption pass for day use at state parks and historic sites to an organization that serves
persons with disabilities. The pass entitles persons with disabilities and persons assisting them to admission free of
charge to all state parks and historic sites for visits arranged by the organization holding the pass.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-599)

This amendment stikes and replaces the bill. It requires the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to adopt rules providing for the issuance of free group passes for day use at
state parks and historic sites to eligible organizations that serve persons with disabilities. This amendment also
provides that the bureau's schedule of fees for services, accommodations and use must be posted on its publicly
accessible website by October 1st of each year and that a new or changed fee takes effect on January 1st following
its posting.

LD 1595  Resolve, Authorizing the Reconveyance of Land and Authorizing the ONTP
Sinclair Sanitary District To Lease Land for Telecommunications
Purposes
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN R ONTP
EDGECOMB P



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

This resolve directs the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry to reconvey to the Sinclair Sanitary District land that was previously conveyed to the
district pursuant to Resolve 1991, chapter 75. This resolve also authorizes the Sinclair Sanitary District to lease a
portion of that land to Bay Communications II, LLC to build a commercial telecommunications tower.

This resolve was incorporated into another bill considered by the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry. LD 1559, An Act To Authorize the Sinclair Sanitary District To Lease Land for
Telecommunications Purposes incorporates the content of this resolve and was enacted as Private and Special Law
2015, chapter 18.

LD 1629  An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To Veto Sustained
Study the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-648

This bill was reported by the committee pursuant to Public Law 2015, chapter 267, Pt. GGGG, section 7 and then
referred back to the committee for processing in the normal course.

It implements the recommendations of the Commission To Study the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund.

Part A of this bill prohibits any expenditures from the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund other than for the
general operations of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands with
respect to management of public reserved lands, unless the fund has at least $2,500,000 at the start of the fiscal year.

It gives the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public reserved lands matters the
authority to approve all expenditures from the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund. This authority was
repealed by Public Law 2013, chapter 368, Part LLLL, section 2.

It requires the bureau's annual report dealing with public reserved lands to include a breakdown of growth and yield
in any regional public reserved lands units, identifying any harvesting that occurred during the preceding fiscal year
in individual management units where yield exceeds annual growth.

It directs the bureau to establish an educational grant program to provide one-time grants to eligible public
secondary and postsecondary institutions for educational programs related to logging. Funding for the grants comes
from the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund.

Part B of this bill reestablishes the Commission To Study the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund, which was
originally established in Public Law 2015, chapter 267, Part GGGG to review and analyze issues regarding the
Public Reserved Lands Management Fund and the proper harvest levels on state land.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-648)

This amendment implements additional recommendations of the Commission To Study the Public Reserved Lands
Management Fund that were not included in the original bill. These recommendations include:

1. Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to conduct a detailed forest inventory of the
State's public reserved lands and public nonreserved lands by March 15, 2017 and every five years thereafter;

2. Establishing additional guidelines that must be followed by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry before it may adopt any rule that would make changes to the annual allowable harvesting level for public



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

reserved lands;

3. Directing the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
identify areas where the State does not currently have deeded access to the State's public reserved lands. This
amendment also requires the bureau to direct regional foresters in the bureau who are familiar with the physical
landscape and landowners to develop goals and priorities regarding increased access to the State's public reserved
lands and requires the bureau to submit their findings to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over public reserved lands matters by March 1, 2018;

4. Directing the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
develop a statewide priority list of recreational infrastructure projects for the State's public reserved lands and a
statewide priority list of projects under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 for the State's public
reserved lands. The priority lists must be presented to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over public reserved lands matters by March 1, 2018. After receipt of the lists, the joint standing
committee is required to hold a meeting for the purpose of obtaining public input related to the lists; and

5. Directing the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
review its bid process for timber harvesting and road construction projects, including any liability concerns related
to the bid process. The bureau is directed to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over public reserved lands matters with any recommended changes to the bid process by March 15,
2017.

This amendment also strikes the section of the bill that provides the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over public reserved lands matters the authority to approve all expenditures from the Public
Reserved Lands Management Fund.

In addition, this amendment includes a legislative findings section that addresses the consistency of the educational
grant program's providing one-time grants to eligible public secondary and postsecondary institutions for
educational programs related to logging with the permitted uses of the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund
and finds that the Legislature, in permitting such transfers, is acting pursuant to their authority as trustee of the
State's public reserved lands.

Finally, this amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section.

LD 1659  An Act To Authorize the Sinclair Sanitary District To Lease Land for P&S18
Telecommunications Purposes

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill was reported ought to pass by the committee pursuant to joint order, H.P. 1113.

This bill authorizes the Sinclair Sanitary District to lease a portion of the land conveyed pursuant to Resolve
1991, chapter 75 to Bay Communications 11, LLC, to build a telecommunications tower. It directs the Director
of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to convey to
the Sinclair Sanitary District a deed modification that expressly authorizes this use.

Enacted Law Summary
Private and Special Law 2015, chapter 18 authorizes the Sinclair Sanitary District to lease a portion of the land

conveyed pursuant to Resolve 1991, chapter 75 to Bay Communications II, LLC, to build a telecommunications
tower. It directs the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
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and Forestry to convey to the Sinclair Sanitary District a deed modification that expressly authorizes this use.
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Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

LD2 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for the Purchase and ONTP
Development of the Bar Harbor Ferry Terminal as a Multimodal
Transportation Facility

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HUBBELL B ONTP
LANGLEY B

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $5,000,000, will be used to purchase the Bar Harbor Ferry
Terminal from the government of Canada and to develop it as a multimodal transportation facility.

LD 68 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Attract Business by ONTP
Investing in High-speed Broadband Infrastructure

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CAMPBELLJ ONTP
WOODSOME D

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill provides for a bond issue in the amount of $10,000,000 to be used to expand high-speed municipal
broadband infrastructure. The bill also establishes the High-speed Municipal Broadband Infrastructure Fund to
assist municipalities in developing and improving their broadband infrastructure, contingent upon passage of the

bond issue.
LD 100 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Help Small ONTP
Businesses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ALFOND J ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposes to authorize a General Fund bond issue to benefit
small businesses.

LD 108 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Riverfront ONTP
Community Development

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAUCIER R ONTP
LIBBY N

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $25,000,000, will be used to fund a grant program to invest
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in projects along the State's rivers that contribute to economic, environmental and community development and
revitalization, promote economic activity, protect the environment and enhance quality of life for Maine people.

LD 193 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Bicycle and ONTP
Pedestrian Projects

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BREEN C ONTP
CAMPBELL R

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $13,871,389, will be used for design and construction of 50
approved bicycle and pedestrian projects currently awaiting funding.

See LD 1694.
LD 212 An Act Concerning Cost-of-living Adjustments for Certain Retirees ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAVIS P ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill restores the previous cost-of-living adjustment cap of 4% for benefits received by a retired state employee,
teacher, judge or legislator whose deceased spouse received social security benefits. Public Law 2011, chapter 380,
Part T reduced the retirement benefit cost-of-living adjustment cap from 4% to 3%.

LD 217 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Development of a ONTP
Multimodal Transportation Facility

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LANGLEY B ONTP
HUBBELL B

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.
The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $8,000,000, will be used to develop a multimodal
transportation facility that includes a marine transportation facility in an area that is near a federally designated

Class A port, is within 20 miles of an airport and would support facilities for a bus system.

See LD 1694.
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LD 254 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support Waterfront Died On
Development Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HASKELL A OTP-AM
SAUCIER R ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $10,000,000, will be used to fund a grant program to invest
in projects that contribute to economic activity, environmental protection and community development along the
State's waterfronts. It also enacts a grant program for waterfront development, which is modeled after the
Riverfront Community Development Program.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-536)

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, reduces the amount of the bond issue for the grant
program to invest in projects that contribute to economic activity, environmental protection and community
development along the State's waterfronts. This amendment specifies that the projects pertain to the State's ocean
and river waterfronts. This amendment also provides for a transfer to the Secretary of State if the number or length
of the referendum questions to be submitted to the voters at the general election in November 2016 requires the
Secretary of State to produce and distribute more than one ballot to accommodate those questions.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 354 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Enhance Public ONTP
Transportation in the Bangor Area

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STANLEY S ONTP
GRATWICK G

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $3,000,000, will be used to improve public transportation
via Interstate 95 between Newport and Bangor and between Medway and Bangor.

LD 385 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Improvements to ONTP
Facilities at the University of Maine System Campuses

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DILLJ ONTP

TIPPING-SPITZ R
This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.
The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $70,000,000, will be used to improve and modernize

campus halls, roads, parking areas, footpaths, roofs, windows and facilities at the University of Maine System
campuses to increase their lifespans and energy efficiency.
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LD 386 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Fund Farmland ONTP
Restoration
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JOHNSON C ONTP
HICKMAN C

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $5,000,000, will be used to fund farmland restoration.

LD 387 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support ONTP
Agricultural Enterprises and Encourage the Use of Local Farm
Products in Public Schools

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JOHNSON C ONTP
HICKMAN C

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $6,000,000, will be used to provide funding for assistance
to the Agricultural Marketing Loan Fund for agricultural enterprises and to the Local Produce Fund to encourage the
use of local farm products in public schools.

LD 426 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Address Sea Level ONTP
Rise
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DEVIN M ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $5,000,000, will be used to provide funds to support
improvements to sea level prediction models by providing more detailed mapping of coastal zones and monitoring
sea level changes in order to mitigate the impact of and help prepare for rising sea levels.

LD 438 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Invest in Maine's ONTP
Rail Infrastructure and Expand Passenger Rail Service

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LIBBY N ONTP
ROTUNDO M

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $25,000,000, will be used to repair and reconstruct
state-owned railroad lines, improve infrastructure on a railway crossing in the Town of Yarmouth and improve the



Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

railroad line between the cities of Lewiston and Auburn and the City of Portland.

See LD 1694.
LD 453 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Upgrade and Died On
Replace Infrastructure of the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KATZ R OTP-AM
POULIOT M ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $6,100,000, will be used to replace existing infrastructure
systems of the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation that carry the emergency alert system.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-537)
This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, reduces the bond issue amount to $1,000,000 from
$6,100,000. This amendment also provides for a transfer to the Secretary of State if the number or length of the

referendum questions to be submitted to the voters at the general election in November 2016 requires the Secretary
of State to produce and distribute more than one ballot to accommodate those questions.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 518 An Act To Clarify and Protect Certain Public Service Retirement ONTP
Benefits
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODSOME D ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill changes the contractual commitment to maintain state-protected benefits regarding cost-of-living
adjustments for retired state employees and teachers.

LD 628 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Invest in ONTP
Transportation Infrastructure

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DIAMOND G ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.
The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $125,000,000, will be used to make improvements to state
and municipal roads, highways and bridges, state-owned rail lines, public transportation, pedestrian trails and

marine infrastructure.

See LD 1694.
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LD 654 An Act To Expand the 1998 Special Retirement Plan To Include Veto Sustained
Detectives in the Office of the Attorney General

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
NADEAU C OTP-AM H-548
CYRWAY S

This bill allows detectives in the Office of the Attorney General to elect to participate in the 1998 Special Plan of
the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. Under this plan, a person may retire at 55 years of age with 10
years of creditable service, or may retire before 55 years of age with 25 years of creditable service and at a reduced
benefit.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-548)
This amendment clarifies that detectives employed in the Office of the Attorney General on July 1, 2016 may elect

to participate in the 1998 Special Plan. It also adds an appropriations and allocations section to cover the increased
employer contributions to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System.

LD 733 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Build the ONTP
Infrastructure Needed To End Hunger in Central and Northern Maine

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ALFOND J ONTP
GOODE A

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $5,000,000, will be used for infrastructure for storage and
distribution of food for central and northern Maine shelters, schools, food pantries and senior centers.

LD 747 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Assist in the ONTP
Creation and Retention of Jobs and Improve Access to Higher
Education in Maine

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BEAVERS R ONTP
LANGLEY B

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $23,000,000, will be used to provide funds to the Finance
Authority of Maine as follows:

1. Thirteen million dollars to make direct loans to eligible Maine businesses through the authority's economic
recovery loan program in order to create and retain Maine jobs; and

2. Ten million dollars to make need-based grants for higher education in Maine through the Maine State Grant
Program.
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LD 784 An Act To Authorize a Revenue Bond for a Student Loan Reduction ONTP
Plan
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
POULIOT M ONTP
VALENTINO L

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill authorizes the Finance Authority of Maine to issue revenue bonds in the amount of $40,000,000 to fund a
student loan reduction plan in order to allow residents of the State to refinance student loans.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-228)

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs in
the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature, strikes the bill's proposal to provide $40,000,000 in funds from a
revenue bond and replaces the bill with a proposal to provide $5,000,000 by a General Fund bond issue to
implement a student loan reduction plan administered by the Finance Authority of Maine that will allow residents of
the State to refinance or consolidate student loans.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 873 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Housing for ONTP
Homeless Veterans

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GOLDENJ ONTP
CUSHING A

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $4,000,000, will be used to build housing for homeless
veterans at the Veterans Administration Medical Center, Togus Campus, in Augusta, or elsewhere, to be managed by
Volunteers of America Northern New England or a similar entity.

LD 875 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Improve Highways, ONTP
Bridges, Ports, Railroads and Other Multimodal Facilities

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCLEAN A ONTP
VALENTINO L

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $190,000,000, will be used for reconstruction and
rehabilitation of highways and bridges and for facilities or equipment related to ports, harbors, marine
transportation, aviation, freight and passenger railroads, transit and bicycle and pedestrian facilities, matching an
estimated $290,000,000 in federal and other funds.

See LD 1694.
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LD 924 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Enhance State ONTP
Parks
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FREDETTE K ONTP
SAVIELLO T

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $5,190,000, will be used to enhance state parks by
providing funds for upgrades and safety improvements, and ensuring compliance with federal laws, for bathroom
facilities, septic systems, entry gates, historic sites and structures, piers and docks, park roads, water supply and
distribution systems, dams and locks, handicapped access areas and playgrounds.

LD 927 An Act To Remove the Age Penalty for State Retirees Working at Died Between
Institutions That Are Closing Houses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ALLEY R OTP-AM
BURNS D ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill removes the reduction of 6% of the benefits of a member of the Maine Public Employees Retirement
System for each year under the age of 65 if the member:

1. Has 25 years of creditable service;
2. Has not reached the age of 61 years, six months and one day; and

3. Is or was employed at a state facility over 100 miles from the nearest facility in the same department and
that facility has closed or is scheduled to close during the member's employment.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-674)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. It strikes the bill and replaces it with language that allows
employees at certain state correctional facilities who have not reached their normal retirement age to retire and
receive their full retirement benefit if certain conditions are met and funding is appropriated for the additional
actuarial costs that result from the elimination of a reduction for retirement prior to normal retirement age. This
amendment also requires the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to provide certification of the
pending closure of a state correctional facility to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. The amendment
requires the retirement system to calculate the amount of funding necessary to pay for the actuarial costs and report
that information to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over retirement matters which
may report out legislation appropriating funds for the costs set forth in the report.

This amendment was not adopted.



Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

LD 931 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Research and ONTP
Development for the University of Maine System

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ALFOND J ONTP
KORNFIELD V

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $20,000,000, will be used to provide funds for research and
development initiatives for the University of Maine System.

LD 995 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Participating Local Districts in PUBLIC 384
the Maine Public Employees Retirement System

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FOLEY R OTP-AM H-514
COLLINS R

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill restricts the jurisdiction of the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System in
making administrative decisions regarding claims of certain participating local district employees. This bill also
makes changes to the laws governing participation and claims for prior service credit for certain participating local
district employees.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-514)

This amendment replaces the bill. Like the bill, the amendment clarifies that the Board of Trustees of the Maine
Public Employees Retirement System has no jurisdiction to make administrative decisions regarding claims of an
employee of a local participating district if the employee's membership in the plan is optional and the claim applies
to a time when the employee was not a member of the retirement system.

Unlike the bill, the amendment amends the laws governing the Maine Public Employees Retirement System in the
following ways.

1. It requires that if an employee claims that the employee was not offered membership in a participating local
district plan at the time of or during the course of employment with a local district, that claim must be made within
six years of the date upon which the employee was first eligible for membership.

2. It makes clear that if an employee requests retroactive membership in the plan and is allowed to do so, to offset
the employer's required contributions to the plan, all employer contributions to the alternative plan, in addition to
any earnings, must be paid to the retirement system up to the amount the employer is required to fund the retroactive
benefits under the participating local district program. If the employer contributions and earnings are not sufficient
to fund the employer's contribution to the retirement system plan, the employer must pay any remaining employer
contributions required by the retirement system.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 384 amends the laws governing the Maine Public Employees Retirement System in the
following ways.
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1. It clarifies that the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System has no jurisdiction to
make administrative decisions regarding claims of an employee of a local participating district if the employee's
membership in the plan is optional and the claim applies to a time when the employee was not a member of the
retirement system.

2. It requires that if an employee claims that the employee was not offered membership in a participating local
district plan at the time of or during the course of employment with a local district, that claim must be made within
six years of the date upon which the employee was first eligible for membership.

3. It makes clear that if an employee requests retroactive membership in the plan and the request is granted, all
employer contributions to the alternative plan plus earnings must be paid to the retirement system up to the amount
the employer is required to fund the retroactive benefits under the participating local district program. If the
employer contributions and earnings are not sufficient to fund the employer's contribution to the retirement system
plan, the employer must pay any remaining employer contributions required by the retirement system.

LD 996 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Food Processing Died On
Infrastructure in Rural Areas of the State Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HICKMAN C OTP-AM
EDGECOMB P ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $5,000,000, will be used for food processing infrastructure
in rural areas of the State.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-677)

This amendment is the majority amendment of the committee. The amendment expands the use of the bond issue
proceeds to include food storage and distribution infrastructure, specifies that it is for infrastructure in central and
northern Maine and changes the administering agency to the Finance Authority of Maine. This amendment also
provides for funds to be transferred to the Office of the Secretary of State if the number or length of the referendum
questions to be submitted to the voters at the general election in November 2016 requires the Secretary of State to
produce and distribute more than one ballot to accommodate those questions.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 998 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Collect Data on and Died On
To Monitor Ocean Acidification Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PARRY W OTP-AM
LANGLEY B ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.
The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $3,000,000, will be used to collect data, monitor waterways

and perform tests related to the increasing ocean acidity along the Maine coast and its impact on natural wildlife and
commercially important species in Maine waters, such as lobsters and clams.

10
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-678)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. This amendment provides for funds to be transferred to
the Office of the Secretary of State if the number or length of the referendum questions to be submitted to the voters
at the general election in November 2016 requires the Secretary of State to produce and distribute more than one
ballot to accommodate those questions.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1018  An Act To Make Certain Necessary Appropriations and Allocations Died On
Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROTUNDO M

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.
This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to make certain necessary appropriations and allocations necessary for the proper operation of
State Government.

This bill was not reported out of committee.

LD 1020  An Act To Provide Supplemental Deallocations for the Department of PUBLIC 480
the Secretary of State and Change Certain Provisions of the Law EMERGENCY
Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal
Years Ending June 30, 2016 and June 30, 2017

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROTUNDO M OTP-AM H-681

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.
This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to make certain necessary supplemental appropriations and allocations necessary for the proper
operation of State Government.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-681)

This amendment replaces the original bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title. This amendment
eliminates one position in the Department of Secretary of State, Administration - Archives program and one position
in the Department of Secretary of State, Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations program. This
amendment also authorizes the Department of the Secretary of State to carry forward unexpended All Other funds as
of June 30, 2016 in the Department of Secretary of State, Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations
program to be used to upgrade computer software.

Enacted Law Summary

11
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Public Law 2015, chapter 480 eliminates one position in the Department of Secretary of State, Administration -
Archives program and one position in the Department of Secretary of State, Bureau of Administrative Services and
Corporations program. Chapter 480 also authorizes the Department of the Secretary of State to carry forward
unexpended All Other funds as of June 30, 2016 in the Department of Secretary of State, Bureau of Administrative
Services and Corporations program to be used to upgrade computer software.

Public Law 2015, chapter 480 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 16, 2016.

LD 1021  An Act To Amend the Laws Pertaining to the Maine Public Employees PUBLIC 385
Retirement System EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROTUNDO M OTP-AM H-511

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.
This bill does the following.

1. It clarifies that cost-of-living adjustments for benefit recipients from the Governor's Retirement Fund are the
same as those paid to benefit recipients from the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program.

2. It clarifies the authority and responsibilities of the Board of Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement
System with respect to eligibility and membership issues that arise in the context of the Participating Local District
Retirement Program. In Kennebec County v. Maine Public Employees Retirement System, 2014 ME 26 (February
20, 2014), the Maine Supreme Judicial Court held that the retirement system did not have the statutory authority to
make final administrative decisions with respect to enrollment election matters when the local employer's
employees were not members of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. This bill provides explicit
statutory authority for the retirement system and the board to continue to make such determinations as they had
prior to the court's decision. Consistent adherence to federal law is required to ensure that the retirement plan of the
Maine Public Employees Retirement System remains a qualified governmental retirement plan entitled to favorable
tax treatment under the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.

3. It codifies language enacted in Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part U, section 8 to make clear that administrative
costs and expenses attributable to the administrative operating budget of the Maine Public Employees Retirement
System are charged against the assets of applicable funds.

4. Tt repeals obsolete language pertaining to information included in the retirement system's annual report to the
Legislature.

5. Tt removes the requirement that the Legislature approve collective bargaining agreements between the retirement
system and its employees.

6. It amends and repeals existing laws to reflect that the retirement system no longer administers a distinct expense
fund, since all administrative expenses are paid out of applicable fund assets.

7. It makes the manner in which the member contribution rate is established for specific members of the
Participating Local District Retirement Program consistent with how member contribution rates are established for
all other members of the program.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-511)

This amendment removes the provisions in the bill that clarify the authority and responsibilities of the Board of

12
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Trustees of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System with respect to eligibility and membership issues that
arise in the context of the Participating Local District Retirement Program. This amendment also corrects errors in
Public Law 2015, chapter 267, Part CCCC. The intent of that law was to permit members who were subject to a
merit pay and longevity pay freeze in fiscal year 2011-12 and fiscal year 2012-13 to include those lost wages in their
retirement benefit calculations by paying the necessary member contributions. The law also inadvertently omitted
fiscal year 2011-12. This amendment corrects these errors in that law. This amendment also adds an emergency
preamble and emergency clause to the bill.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 385 does the following.

1. It corrects errors in Public Law 2015, chapter 267, Part CCCC: it permits members who were subject to a merit
pay and longevity pay freeze in fiscal year 2011-12 and fiscal year 2012-13 to include those lost wages in their
retirement benefit calculations by paying the necessary member contributions; it also corrects the omission in that
law of fiscal year 2011-12.

2. It clarifies that cost-of-living adjustments for benefit recipients from the Governor's Retirement Fund are the
same as those paid to benefit recipients from the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program.

3. It codifies language enacted in Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part U, section 8 to make clear that administrative
costs and expenses attributable to the administrative operating budget of the Maine Public Employees Retirement
System are charged against the assets of applicable funds.

4. It repeals obsolete language pertaining to information included in the retirement system's annual report to the
Legislature.

5. It removes the requirement that the Legislature approve collective bargaining agreements between the retirement
system and its employees.

6. It amends and repeals existing laws to reflect that the retirement system no longer administers a distinct expense
fund, since all administrative expenses are paid out of applicable fund assets.

7. It makes the manner in which the member contribution rate is established for specific members of the
Participating Local District Retirement Program consistent with how member contribution rates are established for

all other members of the program.

Public Law 2015, chapter 385 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 6, 2016.

LD 1032  An Act To Implement the Combination Defined Benefit and Defined Died Between
Contribution Retirement Plan Described in a Report Submitted to the Houses
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs in
March 2012
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WINSOR T ONTP
OTP-AM

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

This bill establishes the Adjustable Pension Plan Program, a combined defined benefit and defined contribution
retirement plan, to replace the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program for state employees and teachers

13
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hired on or after July 1, 2017. Under the bill, all state employees and teachers hired on or after July 1, 2017 are
covered by the United States Social Security Act, participate in the federal social security system and become
members of the Adjustable Pension Plan Program as a condition of their employment. This bill also directs the
Maine Public Employees Retirement System to review the laws governing the existing retirement program and
develop proposed legislation necessary to implement the Adjustable Pension Plan Program in accordance with the
plan document developed by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System and submitted in March 2012 to the
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs pursuant to Public Law 2011, chapter 380, Part
U, section 2.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-534)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. It changes the hire date on or after which state employees
and teachers are covered by the United States Social Security Act from July 1, 2017 to July 1, 2019. It also changes
the date by which the Maine Public Employees Retirement System must submit proposed legislation to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and teacher retirement matters from December
2, 2015 to December 2, 2017.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1053  An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Stimulate PUBLIC 479
Investment in Innovation by Maine Businesses To Produce Nationally
and Globally Competitive Products and Services

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LUCHINI L OTP-AM H-680
LANGLEY B

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $50,000,000, will be used to provide funds for investment
in research, development and commercialization in the State's seven targeted technology areas to be used for
infrastructure, equipment and technology upgrades that enable organizations to gain and hold market share and to
expand employment or preserve jobs, to be awarded through a competitive process to Maine-based public and
private entities, leveraging other funds in a one-to-one ratio.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-680)
This amendment reduces the bond issue amount for investment in research, development and commercialization to

$45,000,000 and provides $5,000,000 to recapitalize the Small Enterprise Growth Fund. This amendment also
delays the referendum until June 2017.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 479 provides for a bond issue totaling $50,000,000 with $45,000,000 to be used for
investment infrastructure, equipment and technology upgrades to further research, development and
commercialization in the State's seven targeted technology areas and $5,000,000 to be used to recapitalize the Small
Enterprise Growth Fund.

The bond issue is subject to voter approval at a statewide election to be held in June, 1017.
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LD 1069  An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Upgrade Municipal Died On
Culverts at Stream Crossings Adjournment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCCABE J OTP-AM
DAVIS P ONTP

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $10,000,000, will be used for a competitive grant program
that matches local funding for the upgrade of municipal culverts at stream crossings in order to improve fish and
wildlife habitat and increase community safety.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-679)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. This amendment reduces the total bond issue amount to
$5,000,000 from $10,000,000. The amendment also provides for funds to be transferred to the Office of the
Secretary of State if the number or length of the referendum questions to be submitted to the voters at the general
election in November 2016 requires the Secretary of State to produce and distribute more than one ballot to
accommodate those questions.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1099  An Act To Establish a Fund for the Operations and Outreach Activities ONTP
of the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Animal and Plant
Disease and Insect Control Laboratory

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLACK R ONTP
SAVIELLO T

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature in the Joint Standing Committee
on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.

This bill creates the Animal and Plant Disease and Insect Control Fund to pay for pest management and pesticide
safety outreach and education and for operating costs relating to pesticide management and insect control of the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension's animal and plant disease and insect control laboratory. The Animal
and Plant Disease and Insect Control Fund is funded by a 20¢ fee on every container of consumer packaged
pesticides, with some exceptions.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-659)

This amendment 