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https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/data-reports-initiatives/child-welfare-reports
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20Annual%20Services%20and%20Programs%20FFY%202024.pdf


Annual Service & Progress Reports FFY 2021 – 2024 (with page numbers of State 
responses in 2024 ASPR)

FFY ’21 4/1/19-
3/31/20

FFY ’22 4/1/20-
3/31/21

FFY ’23 4/1/21-
3/31/22

FFY ’24 4/1/22-
3/31/23

Avg of Prior 3 
Years1 

(’21 – ’23)

Page No. of Item Description & 
State Response ASPR FFY ‘24

Percent of Cases Rated as Strength

Desired Outcomes
A. Safety

1 Timeliness of initiating investigations of reports of child maltreatment 70% 75% 65% 78% 70.0% 11

2 Services to family to protect children in the home and prevent removal or re-entry into foster care 35% 27% 36% 51% 32.6% 12

3 Risk and safety assessment and management 35% 29% 25% 35% 31.0% 14

4 Stability of Placement 65% 84% 80% 75% 76.3% 16

5 Permanency goal for child 43% 53% 50% 55% 48.7% 18

6 Achieving Reunification, PG, ADO, OPPLA 26% 28% 15% 25% 23.0% 19

7 Placement with siblings 95% 83% 93% 94% 90.3% 20

8 Visiting with parents and siblings in foster care 56% 44% 47% 46% 49.0% 21

9 Preserving connections 73% 46% 42% 58% 53.7% 23

10 Relative Placement 79% 65% 63% 69% 69.0% 24

11 Relationship of child in care with parents 60% 47% 47% 60% 51.3% 25

12 Needs and services of child, parents, and foster parents 28% 17% 12% 21% 19.0% 27

12A Needs Assessment of Children 52% 41% 32% 45% 41.7% 28

12B Needs Assessment of Parent(s) 22% 17% 10% 20% 16.3% 28

12C Needs Assessment of Foster Parents 55% 54% 55% 64% 54.7% 28

13 Child and family involvement in case planning 28% 21% 14% 24% 21.0% 30

14 Caseworker visit with child 48% 35% 28% 38% 37.0% 31

15 Caseworker visit with parent(s) 19% 14% 10% 16% 14.3% 34

16 Educational needs of child assessed and addressed 63% 43% 53% 66% 53.0% 36

17 Physical health needs of child assessed and addressed 64% 35% 39% 42% 46.0% 37

18 Mental/behavioral health needs of child assessed and addressed 41% 15% 14% 25% 23.3% 39

Systemic Factors (qualitative metrics)

19: Statewide Information System 40

B. Case Review System

20: Written Case Plan 42
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https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20Annual%20Services%20and%20Programs%20FFY%202024.pdf


21: Periodic Reviews 45
22: Permanency Hearings 47
23: Termination of Parental Rights 48
24: Notice of Hearings and Reviews to Caregivers 49
C. Quality Assurance System
25: Quality Assurance System 51
D. Staff and Provider Training
26: Initial Staff Training 57
27: Ongoing Staff Training 77
28: Foster and Adoptive Parent Training 89
E. Service Array and Resource Development
29: Array of Services 97
30: Individualizing Services 100
F. Agency Responsiveness to the Community
31: State Engagement and Consultation with Stakeholders Pursuant to 2020-2024 CFSP and APSR 102
32: Coordination of 2020-2024 CFSP Services with Other Federal Programs 115
G. Foster and Adoptive Parent Licensing, Recruitment, and Retention
33: Standards Applied Equally 117
34: Requirements for Criminal Background Checks 121
35: Diligent Recruitment of Foster and Adoptive Homes 123
36: State Use of Cross-Jurisdictional Resources for Permanent Placements 127
Notes:
1Straight average of scores of prior 3 years  (FFY ’21 – FFY ’23), not accounting for sample size differences.
Sources:  Annual Services & Progress Reports 2021 – 2024
FFY ’21 https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/State%20of%20Maine%20FFY%202021%20APSR_FINAL_0.docx
FFY ’22 https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20FFY%202022%20APSR%20Final.docx
FFY ’23 https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20FFY%202023%20APSR%20%28final%209.2.2022%29.docx
FFY ’24 https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20Annual%20Services%20and%20Programs%20FFY%202024.pdf
Prepared by OPEGA: 10/20/2023.

PAGE OF REPORT
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https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/State%20of%20Maine%20FFY%202021%20APSR_FINAL_0.docx
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20FFY%202022%20APSR%20Final.docx
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20FFY%202023%20APSR%20%28final%209.2.2022%29.docx
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Maine%20Annual%20Services%20and%20Programs%20FFY%202024.pdf


OMBUDSMAN

Maine Child Welfare Ombudsman 
(cwombudsman.org)

2022-Annual-Report-Maine-Child-
Welfare-
Ombudsman.pdf (cwombudsman.org)
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https://cwombudsman.org/
https://cwombudsman.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-Annual-Report-Maine-Child-Welfare-Ombudsman.pdf
https://cwombudsman.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-Annual-Report-Maine-Child-Welfare-Ombudsman.pdf


MCWAP

Maine Child Welfare Advisory Panel | 
Citizen Reviews 
(mecitizenreviewpanels.com)
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https://www.mecitizenreviewpanels.com/maine-child-welfare-advisory-panel/


Maine Domestic Violence Homicide Review Panel -
MCEDV

MDVHRP
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https://www.mcedv.org/12th-biennial-maine-domestic-violence-homicide-review-panel-report-now-available/


CDSIRP

Child Death & Serious Injury Review Panel | 
Maine Citizens Review (mecitizenreviewpanels.com)
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https://www.mecitizenreviewpanels.com/child-death-and-serious-injury-review-panel/
https://www.mecitizenreviewpanels.com/child-death-and-serious-injury-review-panel/


MJFCTF

Maine Justice for Children Task Force |
Maine Citizen Reviews (mecitizenreviewpanels.com)
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https://www.mecitizenreviewpanels.com/maine-justice-for-children-task-force/
https://www.mecitizenreviewpanels.com/maine-justice-for-children-task-force/


OPEGA
COMPENDIUM

OPEGA COMPENDIUM
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https://www.legislature.maine.gov/doc/10323


PUBLIC 
ADVOCACY Maine Child Welfare Action Network 

(mainechildrensalliance.org)

Walk a Mile in Their Shoes –
Maine (walkamilemaine.org)
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https://mainechildrensalliance.org/priorities/maine-child-welfare-action-network/
https://walkamilemaine.org/
https://walkamilemaine.org/


CHANGE 
AGENT 

LEADERSHIP

Harvard Business Review: The Network Secrets of Great Change Agents (hbr.org)
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https://hbr.org/2013/07/the-network-secrets-of-great-change-agents


GOC 
BRAINSTORM
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*e.g., Case Workers; Mandated Reporters; Guardians ad Litem
** e.g., Hiring; Turnover; Vacancies
***e.g., Structured Decision Making



Title 22, §4004-B: Infants born affected by substance use disorder or after prenatal exposure to drugs or with a fetal alcohol spectrum 

disorder (mainelegislature.org)
STATUTES –
EXAMPLE 
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https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4004-B.html


Title 22, §4002: Definitions (mainelegislature.org)
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https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4002.html


§4033
Title 22: HEALTH AND WELFARE

Subtitle 3: INCOME SUPPLEMENTATION
Part 3: CHILDREN

Chapter 1071: CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES AND 
CHILD PROTECTION ACT

Subchapter 4: PROTECTION ORDERS; PERMANENCY 
GUARDIANSHIP

§4034-A
§4034. Request for a preliminary protection order

1. Request. A petitioner may add to a child protection
petition a request for a preliminary protection order or may
request a preliminary protection order separately from the
child protection petition. A request for a preliminary
protection order must include a sworn summary of facts to
support the request and identify the specific services offered
and provided under section 4036-B, subsection 3 to prevent
the removal of the child from the home.
[PL 2015, c. 501, §9 (AMD).]

Title 22, §4034: Request for a preliminary protection order (mainelegislature.org)
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https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4033.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4034-A.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4036-B.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4034.html


§4036-B. Removal of child from home
1. Application. The provisions of this section apply in any case
in which the court orders, or has ordered, the removal of a
child from home.
[PL 2003, c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

2. Welfare of child. Before a court may order removal of a
child from home, the court must specifically find that
remaining in the home is contrary to the welfare of the child.
[PL 2003, c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

3. Reasonable efforts to prevent removal. The department
shall make reasonable efforts to prevent removal of the child
from home, unless the court finds the presence of an
aggravating factor. In an order providing for removal of the
child from home, or within 60 days of the date of removal of
the child from home, the court shall make a finding:

A. Whether or not the department has made reasonable
efforts to prevent the removal of the child from home; and [PL
2003, c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

B. If the court finds that the department did not make
reasonable efforts to prevent the removal of the child from
home, whether or not there is an aggravating factor. [PL 2003,
c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2003, c. 408, §1 (NEW).]

Title 22, §4036-
B: Removal of child from 
home 
(mainelegislature.org)
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https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4036-B.html


4. Reasonable efforts to reunify. The department shall make 
reasonable efforts to rehabilitate and reunify the family as 
provided in section 4041, subsection 1-A unless the court has 
ordered that the department need not commence or may 
cease reunification pursuant to section 4041, subsection 2. In 
the jeopardy order pursuant to section 4035 and in each 
judicial review order pursuant to section 4038, the court shall 
make a finding whether or not the department has made 
reasonable efforts to rehabilitate and reunify the family. 

Title 22, §4036-B: Removal of 
child from home 
(mainelegislature.org

18

https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4041.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4041.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4035.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4038.html
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4036-B.html
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AUGUST 18, 2023 Letter to this Committee from Dr. Landry re 
Termination of Parental Rights (Maddox Williams case):

While the statute regarding termination (22 MRSA §4052) requires that TPR 
petitions be filed within specific timeframes, the department is not required to file 
the petition if the child is being cared for by a relative or the “department has 
documented to the Court a compelling reason for determining that filing such a 
petition would not be in the best interests of the child.”1

Fn 1:  Notably, the statute is silent as to the procedure through which this 
information is provided by the Department to the Court. As a practical matter, 
the Attorney General’s Office drafts and circulates proposed orders to the parties 
in an effort to solicit feedback and to come to an agreement to its terms. If the 
parties agree that the order encapsulates all of the requisite findings, the order 
is presented to the court for signing. Nothing compels the court to sign a
proposed order, and judges often inquire after certain facts during judicial 
review and permanency planning hearings if they have questions. As part of this 
process, edits may be made at the hearing before the judge signs the order.

https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/22/title22sec4052.html
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