
LaCro|x, L|nda 

From: James Fereira <jamesfereira@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Sunday, February 10, 2019 7:23 AM 
To: LaCroR,Unda;WVV 

Suwect OpposeLD337 

Dear Mr. Diii and IFW Committee Members: 

I am writing to express my opposition to LD 337. In my opinion, the breadth of the Maine 
bear hunting season is aiready adequate enough in heiping to iimit Maine's bear 
popuiation. I see no justification to extend the hunting season to begin at an eariier 
time. The spring period is especiaiiy sensitive, as mother bears are starting to emerge 
from their dens with cubs. Simpiy from an ethicai standpoint, it's increduious to me 
that any state wouid aiiow bears to be hunted at this criticai juncture in the iife 
cycie. when mothers are kiiied, cubs wi11 die from exposure and predation, or simpiy 
starve to death. There can be no justification for creating this circumstance. 

Maine's archaic practice as the oniy Us state which aiiows baiting, hounding and trapping 
of biack bears artificiaii promotes increases in their survivai rates, and therefore 
their numbers. Bears shouid not be punished for their naturai instinct to survive 
because humans use unethicai means to trick them, kiii them and cause them unnecessary 
suffering. To then introduce an extended kiiiing season based on something humans have 
impiemented to cause their numbers to sweii, is unconscionabie. Biack bears deserve a 

break. The shouid be free to iive free from hunting threats in spring. we pretend to 
revere biacl bears, using them as a proud symboi of the State of Maine in tourism 
advertising and naming sports teams after t em. But the truth is that we have iittie 
regard for them, iowering them to objects of our desire to kiii. 

Piease oppose LD 337. It is bad for biack bears and it is bad for Maine. 

Sincereiy, 

James Fereira 
Portiand 
Cumberiand County 

"Success is how high you bounce when you hit bottom." - George S. Patton 
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