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STATE OF MAINE 

_____ 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 

TWO THOUSAND AND SIXTEEN 

_____ 

S.P. 689 - L.D. 1676 

An Act To Establish a Process for the Procurement of Biomass Resources 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not 

become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, this legislation requires that funds be transferred by June 30, 2016; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within 

the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 

immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, 

therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  Biomass competitive solicitation.   

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the 

following terms have the following meanings. 

A.  "Biomass resource" is a source of electrical generation fueled by wood, wood 

waste or landfill gas that produces energy that may be physically delivered to the 

ISO-NE region, as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 1902, 

subsection 3, or in the NMISA region. 

B.  "Commission" means the Public Utilities Commission. 

C.  "NMISA region" is the area administered by the independent system 

administrator for northern Maine or any successor of the independent system 

administrator for northern Maine. 

2.  Solicitation and contract negotiation.  In accordance with subsection 3, the 

commission shall initiate a competitive solicitation as soon as practicable and direct 

investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to enter into one or more 2-year 

contracts for up to 80 megawatts of biomass resources contingent upon available funds 

for above-market costs of the contract pursuant to subsection 4.  The contract may be a 

contract for energy or a contract for differences.  If a generator offers to sell capacity or 
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