
Printed on recycled paper

128th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2017

Legislative Document No. 1557

H.P. 1073 House of Representatives, May 2, 2017

An Act To Protect Maine Consumers from Unexpected Medical 
Bills

Reference to the Committee on Insurance and Financial Services suggested and ordered 
printed.

ROBERT B. HUNT
Clerk

Presented by Representative GROHMAN of Biddeford.
Cosponsored by Senator WHITTEMORE of Somerset and
Representatives: ESPLING of New Gloucester, FOLEY of Wells, GINZLER of Bridgton, 
PRESCOTT of Waterboro, SANBORN of Portland, VACHON of Scarborough, Senators: 
CARSON of Cumberland, DOW of Lincoln.



 

 Page 1 - 128LR1864(01)-1 

 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 1 

Sec. 1.  24-A MRSA §2770 is enacted to read: 2 

§2770.  Protections for covered persons 3 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the 4 

following terms have the following meanings. 5 

A.  "Covered person" means an individual who is covered as a policyholder, 6 

participant or dependent under a plan, policy or contract for health benefits. 7 

B.  "Facility-based provider" means a provider who provides to a patient in an 8 

inpatient or ambulatory care facility health care services that are typically arranged 9 

by the facility by contract or agreement with the facility-based provider as part of the 10 

facility's general business operations, the specific provider of which within the 11 

facility is generally not selected or chosen by the covered person or the covered 12 

person's health benefit plan. 13 

C.  "Nonparticipating facility-based provider" means a provider who provides to a 14 

patient in an inpatient or ambulatory care facility health care services and who has 15 

not agreed to the terms of a health carrier contract or is not otherwise obligated under 16 

the terms of a contract to provide health care services to covered persons with an 17 

expectation of receiving payment, other than coinsurance, copayments or deductibles, 18 

directly or indirectly from the health carrier. 19 

D.  "Participating facility" means an institution providing health care services or a 20 

health care setting, including but not limited to hospitals and other licensed inpatient 21 

centers, ambulatory surgical or treatment centers, skilled nursing facilities, residential 22 

treatment centers, urgent care centers, diagnostic, laboratory and imaging centers and 23 

rehabilitation and other therapeutic health settings, that has agreed under a contract 24 

with a health carrier or with its contractor or subcontractor to provide health care 25 

services to covered persons with an expectation of receiving payment, other than 26 

coinsurance, copayments or deductibles, directly or indirectly from the health carrier. 27 

E.  "Participating provider" means a provider who, under a contract with a health 28 

carrier or with its contractor or subcontractor, has agreed to provide health care 29 

services to covered persons with an expectation of receiving payment, other than 30 

coinsurance, copayments or deductibles, directly or indirectly from the health carrier. 31 

2.  Hold harmless provision.  A contract between a health carrier and a participating 32 

facility must include a hold harmless provision that specifies that, if health care services 33 

are provided to a covered person by a nonparticipating facility-based provider at the 34 

participating facility, neither the nonparticipating facility-based provider nor the 35 

participating facility may bill, charge, collect a deposit from, seek compensation, 36 

remuneration or reimbursement from or have any recourse against the covered person for 37 

those services as long as the covered person was unaware, or could not reasonably be 38 

expected to have been aware, that the services were being provided by a nonparticipating 39 
facility-based provider. 40 


