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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §13011, sub-§7-A is enacted to read:

7-A. Requirement waiver. The commissioner may as applicable waive one year of
a student teaching requirement for an individual seeking the issuance of a certificate if the

individual holds a certification from the National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards or its successor organization.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §13011-B is enacted to read:

§13011-B. Conditional certification extension based on extenuating circumstances

Notwithstanding the term of a conditional certificate under section 13012-A,
subsection 2, upon request of a school administrative unit, the commissioner may grant an
extension on an individual's conditional certificate in the case of extenuating circumstances
including, but not limited to, public health emergencies, illness of the individual or an
inability of the individual to teach for an extended period of time. The request for an
extension must be accompanied by supporting documentation of the extenuating
circumstances, which may include, but is not limited to, correspondence from a physician

or a written request from the superintendent of the school administrative unit where the
individual is employed.

Sec. 3. Rules; State Board of Education. The State Board of Education shall as
soon as practicable and in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section
13011, subsection 7-A amend its rules regarding requirements for a teaching certification
to allow a teacher to use a National Board Certification from the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards to fulfill applicable student teaching eligibility
requirements. Rules adopted under this section are routine technical rules as defined in
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

SUMMARY

This bill allows the Commissioner of Education to grant an extension of a conditional
teaching certification in the case of extenuating circumstances. The request for an extension
must be accompanied by supporting documentation of the circumstances. The bill also
allows the Commissioner of Education to waive a requirement for a teaching certificate if
the individual seeking the issuance of the certificate holds a National Board Certification
from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. The bill directs the State
Board of Education to amend its rules about the requirements for a conditional teaching
certificate to allow for a holder of a National Board Certification from the National Board
for Professional Teaching Standards to be granted a waiver for a student teaching
requirement.
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