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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
H.P. 1262 - L.D. 1965
An Act to Authorize the Secretary of State to Provide a New General Issue of License Plates
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__216c24c7_d273_472e_8b6][bookmark: _PAR__1_b81ea772_b9d8_4ed1_a1a3_ce657f91][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__bb0e18ac_8273_4ad9_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__344e438b_edb7_494a][bookmark: _PAR__2_038c6e38_c680_4977_bf40_d6f484b7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__adaaffdd_e2a1_4053_9863_f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__8518623a_e66f_4cfe_97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6192d9c9_6ff5_4a5e]Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §451, sub-§1-A, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 645, Pt. C, §1 and affected by §16, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80ce48ce_6297_4125_a5cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3888d7b0_a874_4d42_9d02_82d][bookmark: _PAR__3_b82e9aac_a00e_48a5_8287_ed2921aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d1b06663_7c29_4e6e_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec899d96_24d8_4716_a7f]1-A.  New general issue.  The Secretary of State shall provide for a new general issue of registration plates and shall begin issuing the new plates no later than May 1, 2025.  The Secretary of State shall complete the issuance of new plates before July 31, 2026 to all vehicles required to obtain new plates.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3eae41e7_0824_43e6][bookmark: _PAR__4_cf1fd192_11a5_47a0_b639_dca66e06][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__62018c12_2230_413b_8a34_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__98cbd123_d020_41d6]Sec. 2.  29-A MRSA §451, sub-§4, ¶A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__79ae9680_8ec1_46b4_b17a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__98e6c7eb_1028_43ff_99de_b66f][bookmark: _PAR__5_bf3964b0_0704_43e0_a560_87ecbb00][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6d332b4a_88f4_4398_8af]A.  Registration plates must bear the year of issue or the last 2 numerals of that year and the word "Maine" or the abbreviation "Me." in letters of at least 3/4 inch in height centered at the top of the registration plate.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4089c430_6f02_4ecd][bookmark: _PAR__6_e26f9b11_5b43_4ede_8e73_49136cc4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1c84435c_9741_4d3c_a0cb_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e279bdc8_e09b_4ba7]Sec. 3.  29-A MRSA §451, sub-§4-A, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 311, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__01b52514_d41e_41ec_a814][bookmark: _PAR__7_a7425ad6_a565_41a3_ae38_f59f417f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__40727fee_11c5_4ecc_bc4b_5fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1364e5f3_b690_40d0_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e980c940_6c7b_4afd_940][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a39f3970_b0cc_430f_94f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__84949ff6_9b56_4268_8ca]4-A.  New general issue design.  Notwithstanding subsection 4, the design of registration plates issued pursuant to subsection 1‑A is governed by this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__48c9115e_82d8_4d67_bdc3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__10425704_c116_48a5_9e4a_f589][bookmark: _PAR__8_b7c95fd5_66cf_4e19_a990_75bca0f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bf04e60f_32d3_4c75_a40]A.  Registration plates must bear the year of issue or the last 2 numerals of that year and the word "Maine" in letters of at least 3/4 inch in height centered at the top of the registration plate.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__54e6a0c6_92c0_4a20_9eb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__607b55b6_128f_40f9_b640_e6c0][bookmark: _PAR__9_9d081fcd_39bc_4b34_ad63_d5576753][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7c45cf17_2546_44b6_90b]B.  Except on motorcycle plates, registration numbers may not be substantially less than 3 inches high.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b9aa0dd9_c682_4452_a405][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2764a0f7_18a3_44ce_801e_6d84][bookmark: _PAR__10_9839358f_f35d_49e2_a811_26690f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d0c9ae40_0db1_4a6a_95f]C.  On registration plates issued for private use and trucks, the word "Vacationland" must be centered at the bottom in letters not less than 3/4 inch in height, except when the Secretary of State determines that, for other than passenger vehicles, that space may be used for class codes.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06420c05_d542_493e_a5e0][bookmark: _REV__cebd109e_df3e_457b_8c18_5a21cca5fd][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__dbddd922_f4d0_4c20_b815_4b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__39f97dc7_5632_4a79_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b087dc31_a13f_4787_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b77dccdf_ddbb_4ecf_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eb31df9f_b241_49ae_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe7ecc48_3e62_40a0_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9d346b72_ed74_4c19_b5f5_e828][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87783787_1676_41a5_998]D.  A new registration plate must have a buff neutral shaded background that does not interfere with any identifying characteristics on the plate, a distinct border and:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__02aa423c_35e5_4b85_b427_1df][bookmark: _REV__b8fccee1_ae81_4c88_a142_49dc861b52][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bfe85f78_7843_412c_a777][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3ce9fe30_d331_41a2_a98](1)  Blue identification numbers and letters, a representation of an eastern white pine tree and a blue star representing the North Star on the side of the plate; or
[bookmark: _REV__9f7d25a3_2bb4_440a_b61c_124a75cbe6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e9b40b6e_3a96_4a0f_abe9_ad3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__70f0512e_b15c_4432_b625][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__188f18ee_b023_40ed_926](2)  Blue identification numbers and letters with no other features.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_50a35042_8409_4f4f_8069_cb53cd0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8f3e1c3_ad66_4d16_8e56][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8de7cfd6_da6a_41d3_af69_4146][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__65c634a6_561a_40e2_979]E.  The Secretary of State shall devise, with the advice of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters, a numbering system suitable for a new general issue of registration plates.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7dc8c4bc_558e_4c4a][bookmark: _PAR__16_38ca90a6_7349_4046_9a29_ad3b4b9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4f4485f2_9a54_434a_ae88_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9028ef91_9805_425d]Sec. 4.  29-A MRSA §451, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1995, c. 645, Pt. C, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0d8034e6_933d_45e7_a94f][bookmark: _PAR__17_5e0666ca_b61b_4370_83b7_4e87a5e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__24dc2f8b_c2a3_4891_b5cd_2d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b61d25d1_ed2b_4bf1_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8ca9a510_1a27_491b_aa2][bookmark: _PAR__1_16e837be_3b30_433a_8465_ff08047a]6.  Plates to be manufactured at State Prison Bolduc Correctional Facility.  The Secretary of State or the duly designated official in charge of vehicle registration shall purchase and cause to be installed at the State Prison Bolduc Correctional Facility the necessary equipment and materials for the production of all vehicle registration plates used in the State. Only plates that can not cannot be produced at the prison Bolduc Correctional Facility and plates for which anticipated demand is below a minimum number determined by the Secretary of State may be purchased for state use.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__09b8a6df_5d7e_4902_bcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__41fd3195_00c5_4afb_a6ee_ba62][bookmark: _PAR__2_1ad32d00_1b52_4759_8e84_7306ab48]The Warden of the State Prison has charge of operations at the State Prison Bolduc Correctional Facility relative to the manufacture of all plates made for the State.  The Warden of the State Prison, with the consent of the Secretary of State, may employ for limited periods of time a supervisor for the purpose of instructing inmates residents in the operation of making such plates.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7a68f564_ef33_4dec_bb3a_1442][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2e7ce401_cfbd_4564_a71][bookmark: _PAR__3_1698d97f_6d3a_4001_b307_e1bf7af1]For purposes of this subsection, "resident" means an individual who resides in the Bolduc Correctional Facility.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f5093f65_c5fb_4786][bookmark: _PAR__4_f2c4e71f_89fa_4087_b0ca_dd6a6fa9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a4eb14f4_2076_4042_b8d3_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8ba1749b_e3c8_4c84]Sec. 5.  29-A MRSA §461, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 352, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4bcf7f40_0818_4f62_91be][bookmark: _PAR__5_71ca5720_3370_414c_aa4b_1b08f6b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__442a4a4e_81ee_434c_b8fc_9bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b148c40b_5cc4_4747_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66949c0a_ca0f_45ee_9ba]1.  Plate issue year.  In a year in which new registration plates are issued, the Secretary of State shall reserve until July 1st for one year the same registration number for the succeeding registration year for a person who notifies in writing the Secretary of State prior to May 1st of that person's desire to retain that registration number. The fee for retention of the same registration number is $25.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__933ac658_2405_4f71_be2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__163aaebb_f539_4d7d_9c83_4f1a][bookmark: _PAR__6_38d90066_0c46_45b4_b099_450d9b6a]The Secretary of State may issue a facsimile plate that is valid for a 90-day period during production of a reserved plate.  A facsimile plate must be attached to the rear plate bracket.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__98d35583_9b8e_4145_82e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__32dccd1a_e222_41a5_b908_c4fe][bookmark: _PAR__7_ea05670f_272f_42a7_993d_e2987242]If a person does not have a vehicle to register on May 1st, a registration number may be held for a maximum of 2 registration years by depositing with the Secretary of State $25 for each year. This fee is not refundable and may not be applied against the registration fee.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1dd1d13b_7190_4f9c_931][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fbdd63d8_b4d3_413c_b7c1_8d75][bookmark: _PAR__8_7b32178b_35b2_4cae_8fec_cc5baf3c]All numbers other than those reserved must be released and may be issued after July 1st 6 months after the plate issue is complete.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f09dbe86_c202_4e58_b37][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e8b65dc5_4cf2_4dcc_83df_4603][bookmark: _PAR__9_0506b6a3_8609_49e0_87f6_23a9cce8]A person wishing to select a number out of rotation may do so by paying the registration fee and a reserved number fee of $25.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__762f23b2_d0b9][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__641db1aa_9942_48b5_adee_d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__073b03d8_4ad8_46ab]Sec. 6. Report on new registration plates.  The Secretary of State shall evaluate how frequently new registration plates should be issued. By January 15, 2024, the Secretary of State shall report findings and recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation. The committee may report out a bill related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4d233a2c_69b6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6ea925a5_5f48_47fe_aee1_0a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b6a524ef_f0ab_45e9]Sec. 7.  Funding.  The Secretary of State shall implement the new general issue of registration plates under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 451, subsection 1‑A, including project contractor costs; technology and programming costs; plate material, production and manufacturing costs; and mailing costs, with up to $7,000,000 in available prior year balances in the Personal Services and All Other line categories in the Department of the Secretary of State, Administration - Motor Vehicles program, Highway Fund account as authorized for this purpose in Public Law 2023, chapter 50, Part B.  The funds may be allotted by financial order upon recommendation of the State Budget Officer and approval of the Governor.
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