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Dear Senator Sanborn and Representative Tepler,

Eli Lilly and Company (Lilly) respectfully opposes Legislative Document (LD) 673, which mandates
insulin manufacturers provide free and heavily discounted insulin through the proposed state insulin
safety net programs. We agtee that patients should be able to afford their insulin. However, Lilly
opposes this bill because thete are more efficient and less costly solutions to reduce patients’ out-of-
pocket (OOP) costs for insulin, including Lilly’s own insulin affordability programs. Further, we
believe LD 673 raises constitutional concerns under the United States Constitution.

Lilly has programs in place that help people access affordable insulin

LD 673 requires that certain insulin manufacturers give away (or reimburse pharmacies for
providing) insulin to patients under two new programs: an urgent need safety net program and an
ongoing patient assistance program. While we agree with legislators that all patients should have
access to affordable insulin coverage, LD 673 creates programs that are redundant to (and in some
cases, less generous than) existing programs implemented by Lilly, other insulin manufacturers, and
third party charitable organizations. These programs are already available to help Maine resldents
with insulin access and affordability.

Over the past several years, Lilly has voluntarily implemented cost-sharing solutions to have an
immediate impact for those who have difficulty affording Lilly insulins. Our solutions help up to
20,000 people each month. Lilly is committed to ensuring that no one goes without the insulin
that they need:
o Patients with commercial health insurance or who ate uninsured can enroll in the Lilly
Insulin Value Program and receive a $35 copay card for their entite monthly prescrip’cion.l
o As of January 2021, Medicare Part D members enrolled in participating insurance plans can
access Lilly insulin for $35 per monthly prescription through its Medicare Part D Senior
Savings Model.?
o Patients with commercial insurance are eligible for automatic patient discounts at
participating phatmacies, which are designed to cap the cost of an entire month’s
prescription at approximately $95.

1 Pursuant to federal government guidance, government beneficiaries are ineligible for copay cards and automatic patient discounts. Terms, conditions
and limitations apply.

2 Seniors must have enrolled in a participating Medicare Part D plan in the 2020 open enrollment period (October 15 — December 7) to ensure they are
eligible for this benefit. The Lilly Diabetes Solunon Center can help gmdc md.uuduals thIough this proccas For more information about the Medicare
Part D Senior Savings Model, see: https: d del.

3 Note: the Lilly Insulin Value Program and the automatic dlscounts are available for individuals in commetcial plans. In order to participate in the Lilly
Insulin Value Program (to get a $35 copay coupon) the individual must contact the LDSC, while the $95 cap is applied automatically at the pharmacy.
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o Patients can obtain three non-branded insulins with a list price 50% lowet than their Lilly
brand alternative. These insulins can be ordered by any pharmacist and are typically
delivered in 1-2 business days.

People who use Lilly insulin can find out about these programs by calling the Lilly Diabetes
Solution Center (LDSC). Attachment A provides an overview of these programs and includes
additional details on how to contact the LDSC.

In addition to Lilly’s affordability solutions, Lilly donates insulin to vatious third-party charitable
otganizations that setve low-income patients.* For example:

o Lilly donates Humalog and Humulin® (insulin human injection) to three relief agencies —
Americares, Direct Relief, and Dispensary of Hope — to supply neatly 300 free clinics actoss
the United States. Qualifying patients with lower income who have an immediate need for
mnsulin can access Lilly insulin through these free clinics.

o Lilly donates insulins to the Lilly Cares Foundation, a separate charitable organization.
Patients with lower income who are uninsured or who have Medicare Part D coverage can
apply to the Lilly Cares Foundation Patient Assistance Program to request free access to
their insulin from the Lilly Cares Foundation.’

Similar state law demonstrates why this legislation is not needed

LD 673 is based on a law passed in Minnesota in 2020.° While Lilly believes that the Minnesota law
is unconstitutional’ and that there are more effective ways to provide low-cost insulin to people who
need help, we have complied with requirements since they went into effect in July 2020.

In the six months following the implementation of the Minnesota law, 104 residents received Lilly
insulin via the Minnesota progtams.®

In contrast, Lilly’s other affordability programs help up to 20,000 people each month. And all 104
of the individuals who participated in Lilly’s Minnesota programs would have qualified for
Lilly’s other affordability programs, or for free goods programs operated by charitable
organizations.” LD 673 would put in place redundant and — in some cases — less generous
programs, and will result in additional administrative burdens for the state and manufacturers.

Lawmakers should consider other policy solutions to help patients access affordable insulin
Lilly is committed to providing affordability options, and we continue to evaluate how financial
needs are best met, but broader reform is needed to move us from a series of patchwork solutions
to systematic change that helps people with affordability.

4 Fach charitable organization independently establishes eligibility requirements and makes eligibility determinations.

5 For more information about the Lﬂly Cares Foundanon mcludmg eligibility requmements see https://www.lillycares.org.

6 See the LD 673 summary: http: s =130. Accessed April 5, 2021.

7The Minnesota law implicates the Takings Clause of the F1fth Amendment to the United States Constltunon LD 673 raises similar concerns.

8 91 individuals accessed insulin through Lilly’s Minnesota Urgent Need Program, and 13 accessed insulin through Lilly’s Minnesota Patient Assistance
Program.

% Based on the publicly stated eligibility requirements established by each charitable organization. For example, current eligibility requirements for the
Lilly Cares Foundation can be found at https://www.lillycares.org.







