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as municipal officials will be responsible for carrying out many policies possibly recommended 
by the study. 

Regarding LD 988, last week I provided feedback directly from municipal officials 
regarding their concerns about preserving landfill capacity for Maine generated waste. Municipal 
officials have worked diligently to close local landfills in spite of recent developments that 
challenge these closures like the new testing requirements for municipal sludge. The costs could 
be significant and timing couldn't be worse since any entity previously approved to spread the 
treated waste has been stockpiling material all winter and now unable to dispose of this material. 

The town of Sanford followed DEP guidelines, and borrowed $2 million from the 
department to build a facility that would divert municipal wastewater material into a beneficial 
resource, and allow the community to close their local landfill. Following this significant and 
fully licensed investment, the department’s recent policy shift regarding the beneficial use of 
sludge and additional testing requirements means that all the material generated may now 
potential need to be landfilled. As a consequence, Sanford will now not cap their landfill as they 
have a duty to address this materials management crisis to reduce the already significant burden 
on the local property taxpayer. 

Any reduction in landfill options is simply impossible under the current circumstances 
and the decision to ban the spreading of sludge results in the implementation of conflicting 
regulatory imperatives. The department has placed communities and its property taxpayers 
between a rock and a hard place for knee-j erk reaction policy. For this reason, municipal officials 
are strongly opposed to LD 988 and any effort to reduce the land-filling of solid waste until there 
is science-based certainty and alignment in solid waste policy.
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